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Maintaining Buddhist Civilizations on the Silk Road: 
the Role of Uddésaka Visuals

Chandrika De Alwis1 

This paper traces Buddhist art or iconic visuals along the Silk Road.I use 
the term ‘Uddésaka’ visualsto explore their role in maintaining the Buddhist 
citadels and the resultant contributions to the civilisations they fostered 
from the Kushana Empire to China, Japan and Korea.For example, peaceful 
international relations and economic exchanges between these nation states 
helped the growth of these Buddhist bastions contributing to national harmony. 
The monastic led foundations were patronized by national hierarchies which 
resulted in a repertoire of personnel adorning the visuals in addition to the 
Buddha, his disciples and Bodhisattvas. The leadership and patronageof 
these personnel in maintaining the civilizations are under researched and 
underestimated by debates on Mahayana and Hinayana streams.Nevertheless, 
the spread of the Buddhavachana from Jaumbudveepa to the Eastintegrates with 
striking similarities across the visuals irrespective of the stream of Buddhist 
discourse. The essence of Buddhist consciousness that took root across these 
nations in the east isevident in those Uddésaka visuals. The Silla Kingdom 
of Korea, the Magao, Thousand Buddhaand Longman Grottoes of China, the 
Karla, Kanheri, Bhaja Ajanta and Ellora Caves are great examples. Sri Lanka 
was a pivotal partner in the endeavour of transferring Buddhist knowledge 
through art form. The Bulguksa temple containing the Seokguram Grotto 
in the Silla Kingdom South Korea is exceptional in its resemblance to the 
Samadhi Buddha of Anuradhapura Kingdom Sri Lanka. The Karla and other 
caves in Maharashtra, India resemble the complexes in Dunhuang China. The 
Nelum pethi, Palapethi and the Liyawela designs said to be indigenous to Sri 
Lankan art inspired by Buddhism are found in the caves in China. However, 
these historical artefacts and visuals provide only a glimpse of the task and 
role played by these Buddhist sanctuaries. The descriptive and heritage value 
in touristic terms are insufficient to understand the lessons from these bygone 
civilizations and their Uddésaka visuals. This paper tries to uncover the lessons 
and the messages that lie beyond those visuals for the greater good of humanity 
in this day and age of violence across the globe. 
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Religious Perception of Foreign Tourists at Ancient 
Kelaniya Temple

G.B. Indrachapa Weerasingha1 

Kelaniya Raja Maha Viharaya, is one of the most sacred religious sites among 
both domestic and foreign devotees. Domestic pilgrim groups and devotees 
annually worship this sacred place in their thousands. Located closely to 
Colombo City, most of the foreign tourists visit the Kelaniya Temple as a 
major attraction during their tour. This situation has created a more emphasis 
on tourism aspect rather than on devotion. 

Most of the foreigners visit Kelaniya Temple, as they are guided at this site 
and they do not possess a sound knowledge about the religious or historical 
value of the site. Kelaniya Temple has been highlighted since ancient times 
with the third arrival of the Buddha to the island. The legend regarding the 
Princess Viharamaha Devi and her sacrifice to save the island from the natural 
oceanic hazard adds to historical value while Kelaniya paintings are another 
significant attraction that enhances the aesthetic and cultural value of the site. 
In all aspects, cultural, religious, historical and aesthetic, Kelaniya Temple has 
more potential to attract both devotees and tourists. 

The major objective of this study was to identify the religious perception 
of foreign tourists regarding this site. Concerning knowledge on religious, 
historical, and cultural value woven around the Kelaniya Temple, 50 foreigners 
were interviewed with a structured questionnaire on their ideas on religious 
perception of the site. Tourist guides also were interviewed regarding their 
explanations of the religious value of the site. Both quantitative and qualitative 
research methods were used in the analysis of primary and secondary data.

The study found that most of the visitors were not fully aware of the Kelaniya 
Temple before their arrival at the site and even the explanations and information 
they received from the guides are not adequate to build an overall image 
regarding the site. The religious information given to the foreigners should be 
improved as this is one of the most sacred and reputed Buddhist religious sites 
in the world.
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