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An Examination about the Name "Asakdākava", 
which is Considered as an ancient Jātaka Poem in 

Sinhala
Dilini Ariyawansa1 

 "Jātaka poems" is a prominent genre in Sinhalese poetic literature. It 
is believed that ancient poets intended to put jātaka tales into verse due to an 
instruction in Siyabaslakara. According to it, poems should be based on the 
life of Lord Buddha. Several jātaka stories were put into verse while more than 
one jātaka poem was written based on the same jātaka tale in some situations. 
On the other hand, some jātaka poems were composed based on jātaka stories 
in Mahayana.

 According to Sidath Sangarā Purāna Sannaya, some phrases in Sidath 
Sangarāwahave been quoted from a poem named "Asakdākava." The author 
of Sidath Sangarā Purāna Sannaya clearly states that those phrases could 
be seen in Asakdākava. Terms such as "Asak", "Asakdākava" "Asakdākav" 
and "Asakdā" have been used to mention that book in manuscripts and the 
published edition of Sidath Sangarā Purāna Sannaya. Translating Sidath 
Sangarāwa to English, James De Alwis states that "Asakdā" is a poem which 
no longer exists.

 This research has demonstrated that it is not clear whether Asakdākava 
is a jātaka poem. According to Nikāya Sangraha, there was a poet called 
Asakdāmaladuring the reign of king Agrabodhi. Some critics argue that 
Asakdākava  is written by Asakdāmala, while it is based on Āsankhavatī jātaka 
tale according to some critics. This depends on the question whether the word 
Asakdākavahas been formed by Asak + Dākava or Asakdā + Kava.

 Using the quotations inSidath Sangarāwa, researcher tries to compare 
those ideas with Āsankhavatī jātaka tale. The ultimate goal of this research is 
to examine whether Asakdākava  can be identified as a jātaka poem or whether 
it can be identified as a work by the poet Asakdāmala.
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Sidath Sangarāwa

1  Assistant Lecturer, Department of Sinhala, Faculty of Arts, University of Peradeniya
 Email  : dilini1@yahoo.com

1 iyh lÓldpd¾h" b;sydi yd mqrdúoHd wOHhkdxYh" Y%S chj¾Okmqr úYAjúoHd,h

 Email: nelukit@yahoo.com

úisjeks ishji uq,a Nd.fha ;;ald,Sk iudc b;sydih 
ms<sn`o wOHhkh lsÍug fhdod.; yels urK oekaùï 

tl;=jla

Woh fk¨ï r;akdhl1 

udkjhd ish ikaksfõok l=Y,;dj j¾Oklr .ekSu udkj mßKduhg m%n, 

jYfhka bjy,aù we;' uq,a wjêfha tlsfkld w;r woyia yqjudrelr .ekSug 

muKla iSud jQ ikaksfõokh l,ah;a u ixlS¾K l%shdj,shla njg mßj¾;kh 

úh' fuu úldYkfha tla jeo.;a wjia:djla jqfha 15jeks ishjfia wl=re 

wuqKk uqøK Ys,amh y`ÿkajdoSu hs' fmd;am;a" mqj;am;a we;=¿ f,aLk udOHhka 

fï yryd ÈhqKqjg m;aúh' uqøK ;dlaIKfha ÈhqKqj;a iu`. oekaùï l,dj yd 

m%pdrKh kj hq.hlg fhduqù we;' mqj;am;a udOHh ÈhqKqjg m;aùu i`oyd 

;;ald,Sk wdKavqj ms<sn`o f;dr;=re" úúO Ys,am Ydia;% yd fj<`ofmd< iïnkaO 

kj f;dr;=re bÈßm;aùu jeä jYfhka bjy,a jkakg úh' fuu mqj;a ksl=;a 

lsÍï w;ßka oekaùï l,dj jeo.;a wxYhla jk w;r tys Wm l=,lhla jk 

urK oekaùï bÈßm;a lsÍu ;j;a tla flaIA;%hls'

urKhg m;aùu hkak yqÿ ñksia Ôú;fha ;j;a tla jeo.;a wjia:djls' urKhla 

isÿjq úg ta ms<sn`o oekqïoSu ld,dkqrEmSj" m%foaYdkql+,j yd iudcdkql+,j 

fjkia jkakg úh' urKhg m;aùu yd tys wjidk pdß;% jdß;% meje;aùu 

ms<sn`oj;a wkkHhka iu`. tu wjia:dj fnod yod .ekSfï wfmalaIdfjka úúO 

l%fudamdhka Tiafia urKhla isÿjq nj oekqïoSug fhdod f.k we;' ta w;ßka 

j¾;udkfha urK oekaùï l,dj bÈßfhka isà' 

fuu wOHhkfhaoS 20 jeks ishji uq,a oYlh lsysmh ;=< úúOjq mqj;am;a yd 

fjk;a urK oekaùï bÈßm;a lsÍfï fm!oa.,sl f,aLk wdÈ rdcH f,aLkd.

drfha we;s ,sms tl;=jla flfrys wjOdkh fhduq fõ' tu f,aLk w;r 

iuld,Skj úiQ NslaIQka jykafia,d" rdcH ks,OdÍkaa" m%N+ idudðlhska yd fjk;a 

mqoa,hskaf.a urK oekaùu wdÈh wka;¾.; fõ' tu oekaùïj, úúO iajrEm 

lsysmhla u olakg ,efnk neúka o tl, iudcfha úúO ia:rj, mqoa.,hskaf.a 

f;dr;=re fï yryd bÈßm;a jk neúka o ;;a ld,Sk iudc b;sydih ms<sn`o 

hï woyila bÈßm;a lsÍug fïjd wOHhkh WmldÍ fõ' fuu urK oekaùu 

tl;=j iu`. kq;k urK oekaùï w;r we;s iuúiu;d o msßlaish yelsh' 

fïjk f;la urK oekaùï wOHhkh lsÍu ms<sn`o jeä wjOdkhla t;rï 

fhduqlr fkdue;s neúka fuu m¾fhaIK m;%h yryd ta i|yd W!KmQ¾K 

iemhSu o ;j;a tla ld¾hhls'

m%uqL mo( urK oekaùï" úisjk ishji" iudc b;sydih" mqj;am;a


