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I have selected for special study the best of the moderu

fiction « by Conrad, Eipling, Forster, Lawrence and Capy =
which embudies the major Gritish reastions o and presentations
of ‘undeveloped’ countries wvhich at the same time reflect thelr
respective periode in isportant wvays.

Both Conrad and Eipliag wrote during the heyday of the
British  wpire. Conrad develeped an extraocrdinary artistic
understanding of imperialisc which enabled hinm to write such
vorks ae Leary of Davkneas and [cstromo; even when his experience
of an "undeveloped' area, the lalay Archipelago, was slight,
his artistic gifts enabled his to write mwore intercstiag fiction
about it than Siy fugh Clifford, ©On the othor hemd, Ripling wes
at times couventionslly inperial-uinded and, at best, a iiberal
imperialist, Un the whole, his fiection is chiefly veluable as
a ra&cfé of a phasge of India under the iritish.

Forsterts viev of imperial realities is radiecal; this makes
him akkin to Conrad rather than to Hipling, in A Fassage

(192%), he finely dramatises the difficulties of rece relations
in a colonial context, Lawrence's fiction in the 1520% set in
fexico and liew Hexice is different from the fiction of the others.
in then he works oeut primitivist themes which are not less

important than isperial themes,



Cary's noneracialist liberaliss connects him with Conrad

and Yerster., le

Lity %o penetrate deep iante afriecan
culture, a culture very different from the Dritish and st an
sarlier stage of development. But he betrays a paternalist
tendency which makes his view of imperial realitiesc a little
oo rosys

ALl these writers deal with themes that are alive with
gignificanee for peocple in both developed snd "undeveloped®
covnbrdesc, 4And in modern times, more good Britieh fiction has
been set in ‘undeveloped' countries rather then in Britain

itoelf,
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