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EVOLUTION OF THE TAMIL PRESS IN SRI LANKA 1841-1950 

Moharned Abdullah Mohamed Rameez 

ABSTRACT 

This study deals with the evolution of the Tamil Press in Sri Lanka from 1841 to 

1950. The study explores the historical evolution of Press in Sri Lanka, and how it 

reflected and contributed to religion, social views, politics, literature and language in the 

Sri Lankan Society. This study is also aimed at evaluating the trend of journalism during 

that time. Finally, it examines the extent to which Sri Lankan Tamil Press exposed the 

problems encountered by the Tamil speaking people, namely Tarnils, Muslims and 

upcountry people. 

The Press, from its inception, has been playing a significant role in the social 

development in Sri Lanka. During the British period, Sri Lankan communities having 

understood its scope attempted to make use of the Press to achieve various purposes. In 

this backdrop, Tamil and the Sinhalese Press emerged in Sri Lanka before English Press. 

During the initial period, the major objective of the Press in Sri Lanka was to spread 

Christianity coupled with accomplishing the information required by the British to carry on 

their administration. But, the feelings and aspirations of indigenous communities living in 

the country were not adequately aired in the Press. In order to accomplish that task, 

newspapers were launched in the indigenous languages. From then, the indigenous Press of 

Sri Lanka dealt with the religious, cultural, social, educational, economic and political 

activities. 



While the previous researches concentrated mainly on Thinakaran or Virakesari, this study 

dealing with the Tamil Press as a whole up to 1950 is a pioneer effort in the field. 

- A clear explanation of the term 'Press' and an interpretation of the theories of 

journalism in the present context are attempted. 

A detailed discussion of the historical evolution of the Tamil Press, its contribution 

to social, Economic and cultural development, and to the style of Tamil writing which 

most of the earlier studies failed to carry out, is attempted in this study. 

This study also endeavors to clarify existing problems regarding the names and 

details of publication of certain newspapers. 

This study shows how information based on neutrality and transparency remained a 

priority of early Press in Sri Lanka while it lacked in page making and type setting. 

This study reveals that the early Press popularized classical literature while 

concentrating in the growth of modern literature. The use of regional dialects, mixed 

languages, proverbs etc also is discussed. 
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