
. Full Length Research

Changing World Order and the Evolving Triangular 
Relationship among China, India and United States: The 

Possibility of Shifting the Pivot Position of US.
' ~ ^Nishantha HtBarachchlpnd Dr. Upul Abeyrathne

1Ph. D. Candidate in Political Science, Department of Public Policy, University of Ruhuna, Matara, Sri Lanka.
Corresponding author’s  E-mail: nishanthah@ sjp.ac.lk

2Senior Lecturer, Department of Public Policy, University of Ruhuna, Matara, Sri Lanka. E-mail: upul@eCon.ruh.ac.lk 

 ̂ Accepted 31 August 2015

^  > The end o f cold w ar had m arked a beginning o f new  w orld order. China and India becam e significant
*  actors for their gradual rise  into great stature in international politics. The developm ents in international

~ politics su ch  a s  terrorism  had posed threats and open econom ic policy created new  opportunities. 
Those developm ents required cooperation am ong the U S. China and India. The relations am ong the 
three nations had been conceptualized a s  strategic triangle following the realist sch o o l o f international 

:• poljtics w here U S w as perceived a s  the pivot actor. The objective of the study w as to m ap the content 
of relationship am ong U S. China and India through a  h istorical perspective. Consequently, an attempt 

). w as made to predict fire possib le  direction o f th is triangular relations and m otives for su ch  relations 
resulted in  new  type w orld order characterized by m ultipolar pow ers w hile United States rem aining a s  

i - ; ■ the super power in the foreseeable future. The data fo r the study w as collected through secondary  
^  j sources and they had been descriptive presented to identify evolving trends o f relations am ong the 

three nations. The study had concluded that C h inese and Indian ascen d an cy would d isp lace U S a s  the 
super power in the 21st Century.
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INTRODUCTION  

I Background of the Study

{ The scholarly literature on US. China and India revealed 
| a persistence of triangular strategic relationship among 

’ . jthe three countries from the very beginning of the two 
ir '.)  new nations i.e. China and India since 1940s. The 
f -  I significance of this relationship has increased in recent 

| past with the gradual stature that the latter two states had

acquired with economic and military p ro w ls  in recent 
past. The significance of the rise of two nations had been 
studied by many from different perspectives. Many had 
paid attention to the power relations among tire super 
power of U S, China and India and future direction of 
world affairs in the new global order characterized by 
open economy and emerging threat of terrorism (Malik 
2011; Gandhi, P .J. 2007; Yuan 2007).The literature on
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relations am ong the three nations can  be divided into two 
for the purpose o f cla rity  and situ ate  the p resen t study 
w ithin those broad sch o la rly  w o rks. Som e o f the stud ies 
had concerned w ith the cold w ar period and the nature 
and content o f the triangu lar stra teg ic re latio ns and 
strived  to m ap out the future d irection o f the re latio ns 
am ong the three natio ns. (R asg o tra , 2007 ; F ran ke l & 
H arding, 2004 ; G a rve r, 2 0 0 1 ). T h e  re st o f the stu d ies had 
focused  on the post-cold w a r period stra teg ic re latio ns 
am ong the three sta te s . T h e  stu d ies that concerned  w ith 
strateg ic re latio ns in  the post-cold w a r period had 
sign ificantly shared  the m ajor trust o f re a lis t schoo l by 
w ay o f em phasizing the anarch y o f international system  
and the need o f strengthening o f one’s  position to su rv ive  
in the international system  in term s o f econom ic and 
m ilitary pow er.

T h is  a rtic le  a lso  had fo cused  on the pow er re latio ns o f 
U S , C h ina and Ind ia by em ploying the re a lis t conceptual 
construct o f stra teg ic triang le to com prehend pow er 
relations am ong the thre e  sta te s and  bring out the 
insu fficiency o f the concept to understand one o f m ajor 
c lu ste r o f power riva lry  in the international system  w here 
m ajor pow ers o f foregone e ra  had becom e fa st 
evaporating . T h e  above em p h asis m arked the departure 
point o f th is study from  re st o f the p revious o n es.

Th e  stud ies that d ea lt w ith post-cold w a r period 
relations am ong the three nations had fo cused  on the 
conflicting issu e s such  a s  contain ing C h in a  o r India in the 
new  world order ch aracte rized  by m any pow ers (H a ye s , 
2013 ; M cD aniel, 2012 ; T e llis , 2 0 1 1 ). So m e others had 
focused on p o ssib ilities o f cooperation in  the sp here  o f 
econom ic and sc ien tific  co llaboration and prevention o f 
terrorism  w hile m aintaining the am bition o f strengthening 
m ilitary power to contain re st o f the p ow ers in  the 
international system  (R a ja  M ohan, 2 0 11 ; Jh a , 2010 ; 
H o lslag , 2010 ). T h e  above needed to be contextualized  
within the possib ility o f C h in a  and Ind ia becom ing the 
great power a s  econom ists had predicted (M orrison, 
2014 ; M eredith, 2 0 0 8 ). C h ina  and Ind ia rem ained  sp e c ific  
fo r that they had got the p ossib ility o f m aintaining a  
m arket econom y w ithin dom estic territo ry itse lf fo r they 
had got the reso urce  o f a  huge population (D ah lm an , 
2011 ; E icheng reen  e t a l., 2 0 1 0 ). T h is  m arket potential 
and the need o f new  m arket and the d esire  fo r geospatia l 
suprem acy had resu lted  in shifting o f U S  fo cu s to the 
A sia -P acific  Reg ion through B a ck  to A s ia  P o licy  (P a a l, 
2012 :6-14). M eanw hile, the evo lving  o f Ind ian and 
C h in ese  foreign po licy substantiated  the fa d  that both o f 

i the countries had engaged in building new  a llian ce  in 
A sia -P acific  region w ith the purpose o f containing the 
power and influence o f each  other fo r they had been still 
following the re a lis t p recepts in international re latio ns 
(H eberer, 2014 ; A n d ersen , 2 0 0 1 ). H ow ever, one can  a lso  
conceive an idea o f cooperation am ong C h ina  and India 
with the rest o f the nations a s  sign ified  through Shanghai 
Cooperation O rganization and  B R IC S  D evelopm ent B an k

(C ab e stan , 20 1 3 ; B ru tsch  & P ap a , 2 0 1 3 ). T h e  C h in ese  
“21st C entu ry M aritim e S ilk  R oad ’  po licy had designed to 
co nvey the m essag e  to the A sian  N ations that C h in e se  
D evelopm ent is  b eneficia l to them  too (K o h , 2015 ; 
M arantidou, 2014  ). Look E a s t po licy o f Ind ia revea led  
h er am bition to build re la tio ns w ith trad itional riv a ls  o f 
C h ina  (H aokip , 2 0 11 ; Rajend iram , 2 0 1 4 ). T h e  new  
developm ents required the attention to p ivot position o f 
triangu lar re latio ns am ong su p er pow er and two g reat 
p ow ers. H ow ever, the literatu re had paid little  attention to 
the p o ssib ility  o f shifting the pivot ro le o f U S  in the ye a rs 
to com e or p ivo tless triang u lar re la tio ns am ong the three 
sta te s in the new  world order characterized  by m ultipolar 
pow er re la tio n s. T h e  ob jective o f th is stud y W as to m ap 
the content o f re lationsh ip  am ong U S , C h in a  and India 
through a  h isto rica l p ersp ective . C o nseq uen tly , an  
attem pt w a s m ade to pred ict the possib le  d irection o f th is 
triangu lar re latio ns and  m otives fo r su ch  re la tio ns. 
Th ere fo re , th is paper b rie fly  exp lo red  the U .S .-C h in a - 
Ind ia triangu lar re lationsh ip  during the co ld  w ar before 
analyzing  how th e ir re la tio n s h ave  evo lved  in the post
cold w a r period to sh o w ca se  that the re latio nsh ip  am ong 
th ese  three pow ers would rem ain  in a  flu x  w ith the 
p ossib ility o f the alignm ent o f two o f th ese  pow ers ag ain st 
the in te rest o f the th ird . It is  started  w ith a  b rie f d iscussio n  
o f the stra teg ic triang le in international relation stu d ies. 
T h e  artic le  proceeded to exp lo re In d ia-U -S ., S in o -U .S . 
and Ind ia-C h ina R e la tio n s. N ext, fa cto rs that contribute to 
triangu lar re la tio ns am ong the th ree had been exp lo red . 
A fte r exam ining contributory facto rs fo r the p resent 
stra teg ic triangular re la tio n s, the new  developm ents that 
have  been taking p lace  .in the international system  had 
been exp lo red . In the fin a l sectio n  o f the a rtic le , an  
attem pt w a s m ade to  p lau sib ly  p red ict th e  p o ssib le  world 
o rder in the 21st cen tu ry and it w a s concluded that the 
re latio ns that C h ina  and Ind ia developed w ith the re st o f 
the world would rep lace  p ivot U .S . and  fu ture re lations 
am ong g reat pow ers would be p ivo tless one by nature.

Strategic Triangle in International Stud ies

T h e  concept o f triangu lar re latio ns had been used  to 
study G re a t pow er behavio r in  the world system  
characterized  by b ipo lar world o rder during cold w ar 
period . T h e  conceptual co nstru cts helped fo cu s on 
stra teg ic nature o f re la tio ns am ong th ree g reat pow ers 
w here  each  attem pts a t overrid ing and p laying  o thers fo r 
its own g a in s. T h e  m ost pow erful p layed  the pivot ro le in 
a  triangular pow er g am e. T h e  concept is  a  h isto rical- 
an a lytica l construct to stud y the big pow er re latio ns (Z h a , 
2 0 0 1 :1 1 7 ).T h e  concept o f pow er triang le h a s  its o rig ins in 
Socio logy and S o c ia l P sych o lo g y (C h a tte rje e , 2 0 1 1 :7 7 ). 
T h e  concept identified th ree m ajo r p layers: and co nsisted  
o f one p ivot p layer and two w ing p laye rs (D ittm er 
1981:485-516 ). T h e  pivot is  the m ost pow erful p laye r in
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strategic triang le . In theory, positions in a  strateg ic 
triangle can  be ascerta in ed  by observing  th e  nature o f the 

» three b ilateral re la tio n s. T h e se  re latio ns m ight be e ither in 
B state o f am ity o r enm ity(M ao, 2002).A cco rd ing  to  H enry 
K issin g er, the m ost advantageous position in the 
Strategic triang le  is  the p ivot ro le , w hich m aintains am ity 
With the two other p laye rs (the w in g s), w h ile  pitting them  
against each  other (W u 1 9 9 6 :2 8 ). T h e  pivot m ay sk illfu lly  
Keep a  de licate  b alance  betw een its re latio ns w ith the two 
Wings deriving m axim um  benefits from  them  a s  the two 
fare in a  riva lry  to outbid each  other (Ib id : 2 8 ). T h e  two 
pm ities that a  p ivot m aintains w ith the w ings a re  
{necessary fo r the change o f positive va lu e s that w ill 
benefit the p ivot. T h e  negative re latio ns betw een the 
W ings a re  a lso  ind isp ensab le , fo r they exclud e  the 
possib ility that the w ings m ay co llude ag a in st the pivot, 
and  provide an  incentive fo r the w ings to woo the pivot in 
la w ay that the latter can  gain asym m etric profits from  its 
su ito rs. In order to gain m axim um  co n cessio n s from  one 
W ing, it is  n e ce ssa ry  fo r the pivot to a ro use  a  certain  
(degree o f je a lo u sy , o r p an ic, in it b y tilting tow ards the 
{Other w ing (W u 1996 :28 ). Low ell D ittm er had exp la ined  
{the strateg ic triang le a s  som e so rt o f a  transactional 
{gam e am ong three p laye rs from  a  rational cho ice 
p ersp ective  (C h a tte ije e , 2 0 1 1 :7 7 ). In addition, D ittm er 
[had developed the three typology o f the strateg ic 
{triang les. H ow ever, in the context o f asp iratio ns pursued 
'by C h ina and Ind ia , the Ind ia-China-U nited S ta te s 
{strateg ic triang le cannot be abso lu te ly identified w ith any 
lo f these  patterns. During the cold w a r e ra , the b ipo lar 

g (relationship  w as often ta lk about, and so  w a s the 
{strateg ic triang le re lationsh ip , nam ely the stra teg ic 
(relationship  am ong the United S ta te s , the S o v ie t Union 
land  C h ina (S e g a l 1980 :490 ). T h is  stra teg ic triang le is  
Ica lled  ‘G reat T rian g le ’. Th ere fo re , th e se  three p layers 
jstood-out a s  the leading political and m ilitary p laye rs in 
(the international system . T h e  big triangu lar re latio ns 
•among C h in a , the S o vie t Union and the U nited S ta te s 
fw ere the m ost dom inant facto r in international re la tio ns in 
|th e  cold w ar e ra . T h u s , it w a s w id e ly accepted  that the 
(interactions am ong C h in a , the S o v ie t Union and the 
{United S tates w ere  to be com prehended and defined in a 
‘triangular term s in the cold w ar e ra .

Th e  end of cold w a r period m arked the increasing  the 
(com plexity o f A sia n  po litics a s  there em erged va ria n ce s 
;o f variab le  o f triangular re lationsh ip : including C h ina- 
U .S .-R u ss ia  o r C h in a-Jap an -U .S . o r C h in a-R u ssia-In d ia  
o r Ind ia-C h ina-Pakistan  (C h a tte ije e , 2 0 1 1 :7 5 ). B u t the 
rise  o f C h ina and Ind ia m arked a  sig n ifican t d ifference in 
^international po litics fo r the constant in teractio ns am ong 
Ind ia, C h ina and the U nited S ta te s  had acqu ired  global 
{repercussion. C o nsequently , the stra teg ic in teractions 

1 among these three co untries occupied the cen ter stag e  of 
{intense a n a ly s is  by interested  o b se rve rs . T h e  new  
developm ent needed to be com prehended in the context 
o f post-cold w ar se cu rity  ca lcu la tio ns o f the three nations

under study. O ne authority had observed  two defining 
ch a racte ristic  o f the se cu rity  environm ent in the A sia - 
P a c ific  region a fte r the end of cold w ar (M cD an ie l, 2 0 1 2 ). 
F irs t , the U nited S ta te s  had becom e on ly superpow er in 
the contem porary world o rder. U .S . rem ained the m ost 
im portant extern a l pow er in A s ia  and h a s  been p laying a 
ke y  ro le in A sian  se cu rity . S eco n d ly , old riv a ls , C h in a  and 
Ind ia had em erged a s  strong reg ional pow ers, a s  
evidenced  by im p ressive  econom ic growth, the 
developm ent o f n u clear a rse n a ls  and dem onstrated 
am bitions fo r in fluence in the A s ia -P a c ific  reg ions (Ib id .).

India-U.S. relations

T h e  developm ent in In d o -U .S . re la tio ns had been the 
sta rke st diplom atic featu re  o f Ind ia ’s  r ise . M ohan M alik 
had observed  that the U .S . h a s tilted tow ard Ind ia in 
order to b alance  C h in a ’s  rise  and stagnation in Ja p an  in 
o rder to create  a  stab le  b a lance  o f pow er (M alik , 
2011 :3 7 7 ). It is  an  apparently odd coupling g iven  Ind ia ’s  
cold w ar re lationsh ip  w ith the S o v ie t Union and the U .S . 
cold w ar re lationsh ip  w ith C h in a  (K a rl, 2 0 1 2 :3 0 9 ). Y e t a s  
a  p rosperous and e ve r m ore pow erful dem ocratic nation, 
India rem ained a  natural reg ional partner fo r the United 
S ta te s .

During the 1 950s, In d ia -U .S . re la tio ns drifted into a  
sta te  o f estrangem ent (R a jam o n y, 2 0 0 2 ). Indian foreign 
po licy w a s ch aracterized  by the doctrine o f non-alignm ent 
during that period . T h e  re la tio ns betw een U .S . and India 
w ere  la rg e ly  determ ined by P ak istan  Facto r and India- 
S o v ie t re latio ns during the period starting  from  1960s to 
1970s. T h e  United S ta te s  veered  tow ards P ak istan  w hile 
the fo rm er S o v ie t Union offered support to Ind ia . During 
the Indo-Pakistan  w ar in  1971, In d ia -U .S . re lations 
se tb ack  into the bottom . T h e  United S ta te s  sen t its 
Seven th  F le e t into the B a y  o f B en g a l and  build-up 
coalition betw een the U nited S ta te s , C h in a  and Pak istan  
ag a in st Ind ia (G a rve r, 2 0 0 2 ). T h e  re la tio ns during the 
period starting  from  m id-1970s to the 1990 w ere  larg e ly 
determ ined by S o vie t facto r.

T h e  end o f the co ld  w ar, the co llap se  o f the form er 
S o vie t Union and the launch ing  o f an  econom ic 
liberalization  program  in Ind ia in the e a rly  n ineties 
ushered  in a  new  e ra  o f the U .S .-In d ia  re latio nsh ip . T h e  
conduct o f n u cle ar te st and build-up n u clear a rse n a l by 
India in M ay 1998 led to yet ano ther se tb ack  in the 
relationsh ip  (C o h en , 2 0 0 0 ). T h e  United S ta te s  jo ined 
hands w ith C h in a  in lead ing  international opinion ag ain st 
Ind ia and the United S ta te s  fu rther w ent on to im pose 
san ctio n s ag a in st In d ia . A fte r the Ind ian n u clear te st in 
1998, N uclear non-proliferation h as larg e ly determ ined 
the In d o -U .S . b ilatera l re latio nsh ip  fo r Ind ia had a lw ays 
been a  vo cifero us critic  o f the N on-Proliferation T re a ty  
(N P T ) reg im e w hich d ivided the world into n u clear-h aves 
and have-nots (C h a tte ije e , 2 0 1 1 :7 8 ).

i
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Th e  v is it o f the U .S . P resid en t B ill C linton to India in 
M arch 2000  m arked  a  m ajor change in U .S . foreign po licy 
(Sym o nd s, 2 0 0 0 ). B y  the tim e, United S ta te s  accepted  
that India a s  the larg est dem ocracy in the world and a  
potential econom ic partner w hich w a s la rg e ly  facilitated  
by liberal g lobal econom ic o rd er. Th e  United S ta te s  
developed a  com prehensive and institutionalized 
relationship w ith Ind ia , including econom ic tie s , po litical 
dialogue and m ilitary exch an g es. From  the beginning of 
Tw enty-First C entu ry, fo r the b ilateral cooperation 
between the U nited S ta te s and In d ia , re la tio ns h ave  been 
extended to d iplom atic co llaboration , m ilitary re la tio n s,

I  counter-terrorism  cooperation and public d ip lom acy.
I Th e  United S ta te s  and Ind ia had started  stra teg ic 

dialogue, including on global se cu rity  is su e s , Ind ia quest 
|  for perm anent United N ations S e cu rity  C ouncil 
■ m em bership, future d efense  cooperation, trade and 
\ space-related co llaboration (Fe ig enb aum , 2 0 1 0 ). Th e  
j d ialogues h ave  co vered  fie ld s su ch  a s  energ y se cu rity  

m atters, th e  econom ic interactions and  req u ires high- 
level sta te  and  private secto r participation in o rder to 
increased U .S .-In d ian  econom ic engagem ent (M ohan 
2010 :140-141). T h e  com m on th reat o f terrorism  
com pelled both co untries fo r cooperation. Th e  
Septem ber 11 , 2001 attack and w ar on terro rism  that 
followed the trag ic event provided a  ch an ce  fo r the U .S . 
and India to  c lo se r strateg ic cooperation (C o h en , 2 0 0 0 ). It 
has becom e a  turning point in the In d o -U .S . secu rity  
relationship.

Th e  Indo-U .S . d e fense  agreem ent signed  in 
W ashington on Ju n e  2 8 , 2005  betw een the D efen se  
M inisters of two countries (R a jg h a tta , 2 0 0 5 ). T o  ach ieve  
th is agreem ent, Ind ia se e k s  U .S . support to jo in  the 
Security C ouncil a s  a  perm anent m em ber and a lso  to 
acquire high technology from  the United S ta te s , including 
rhilitary technology and civ ilian  n u clear en erg y . T h e  
Implem entation o f th is agreem ent betw een U .S . and India 
Qn October 10, 2008  m arked turning point in the h istory 
of their b ilateral re la tio ns (M inistry o f Exte rn a l A ffa irs , 
ndia, 2013).

The U .S .-ln d ia  re lationsh ip  h a s been m ost m ilitarily 
■risible in the Indian O cean  R eg ion  and the developing 
paritim e relationship su its In d ia 's d e sire  to p lay a  lead 

ile in the region (M ohan 20 0 9 :1 -6 ). A n in creased  
[ional naval p re sen ce  becam e im portant, if Ind ia to 

e ss  its regional leadersh ip  cred en tia ls and m ilitary 
iwer, particu larly g iven  the string o f C h in e se  m aritim e 

(fueling b ases sp read  a cro ss  the Indian O cean  Litto ral 
legion, including P ak istan  (M arantidou, 2014 : 6 -7 ). Ind ia 

d concerned teat th is  “string o f p earls’  is  part o f a  
inese containm ent stra teg y aim ed a t nullifying its 
lional power am bitions and regard them  a s  one o f the 

significant th reats to its m aritim e se cu rity  cap ab ility 
the region (A li 2 0 1 3 :1 8 ). H ow ever, tee  extent to w hich 

United S ta te s had supported to Ind ia  and U .S . 
terest a lso  had in encourag ing Ind ia to counter C h ina

to estab lish  a  new  b alance  o f pow er in A s ia  that would 
better se rve  U .S . in te re sts . F in a lly , United S ta te s effort to 
develop a  new  stra teg ic partnersh ip  w ith Ind ia , first 
initiated by P re sid e n t G eorge W  B u sh  and continued by 
P re sid e n t B a ra ck  O b am a, thus constituted a  
q u in tessen tia l^  re a lis t so lution to a  p red icam ent 
engendered by a  long-standing lib eral internationalist 
po licy (T e llis , 2 0 0 5 ).

Sino-U .S. relations

T h e  relationsh ip  betw een U S  and C h in a  had been view ed 
a s  the m ost im portant one in the tw enty first century 
w here U nited S ta te s  continued to be th e  world super 
pow er w h ile  C h in a  h a s being tee  world rising  pow er(N ye 
2 0 09 :29 -30 ). C h in a  first e stab lish ed  d ip lom atic re latio ns 
in the 19®1 centu ry under tee  Q ing dynasty and 
m aintained a  h ea lthy re lationsh ip  w ith United S ta te s , 
being a  c lo se  a lly  on the U .S . during tee  W orld  W ar 11 
(D reye r 2 0 0 8 :5 9 1 ). H ow ever, the advent o f com m unism  
in 1949 in C h in a  sa w  the d isintegration o f S ino-A m erican 
re latio ns during w hich the U nited S ta te s  ch o se  to 
recogn ize  tee  R ep ub lic o f C h ina  on Ta iw an  a s  tee 
legitim ate G overnm ent o f C h in a  cutting o ff a ll d iplom atic 
re latio ns w ith the P R C (K is s in g e r 2011 :i- ii). H ow ever, 
S ino-A m erican  ten sio n s le sse n e d  in the 1970s follow ing 
the S in o -So vie t rift o f late  1960s opening up of C h ina by 
the effo rts o f N ixon-K issinger m issio n . T h e  fundam entally 
changed  b ilatera l re latio nsh ip  betw een the two countries 
h a s been m anaged s in ce  P resid en t N ixon 's h isto ric 1972 
v is it to C h in a  (Ib id : M i). D eng X iaop ing  had taken  ste p s to 
strengthen the re la tio ns betw een the two co untries, 
m arking a  h isto ric turning point in th e  b ilateral re la tio ns. 
1979 m arked a  new  e ra  in S ino -A m erican  re latio ns. 
H ow ever, b ila tera l re la tio n s o ver the p ast th ree d ecad es 
have  been vo latile  and could be la rg e ly  characterized  a s  
one o f m istrust (W ang 20 0 9 :4 1 -4 4 ). E ve n t su ch  a s  the 
1979 Ta iw an  R e la tio n s A c t, 1989 T iananm en  Sq uare  
m assacre  and 1999 Be lg rad e  bom bings, resu lted  in a  
vo latile  re la tio nsh ip . H ow ever, w ith tee  end o f the cold 
w a r, the stra teg ic im portance o f the S in o -U .S . 
re lationsh ip  w a s fu rther strengthened and the great 
purpose o f global p eace  and stab ility  w a s undertaken by 
tee  C linton A dm inistration (C h atte rjee , 2 0 1 1 :8 2 ). The 
U .S . adm in istration sp e c ifica lly  sought to revita lize  
re latio ns w ith C h in a  through c lo se r econom ic cooperation 
by encourag ing C h in a 's  entry into the W orld T rad e  
O rganization (W T O ) and other global conventions.

Th e  B u sh  adm in istration ’s  C h in a  po licy h as taken  a  
sig n ifican t departure from  that o f h is p red ecesso r (Ib id : 
8 2 ). During the 2000  p residentia l cam paign on se ve ra l 
o ccasio n s characterized  C h ina  a s  a  'strateg ic competitor* 
and future cha lleng e to critica l U .S . in te rests in the A sia - 
P a c ific  region (lb id :8 2 ). Accord ing  to C ondo leezza R ic e , 
United S ta te s  S e cre ta ry  o f S ta te  em phasized  that the
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1 relationship betw een the United S ta te s and C h in a  is  
1 ‘com plex’ w ith a re a s  o f d ivergent op in ions like  hum an 
! rights and re lig io us freedom  particu larly related to T ib e t,
( Ta iw anese independence, m ilitary build-up and arm s 
: transfers to Iran  and P ak istan  and favo rab le  b a lance  o f 
| trades tow ards C h ina(D epartm ent o f S ta te , U .S ., 2 0 0 5 ).
|  H ow ever, both the C h ina  and United S ta te s have 
' pursued cooperate stra teg ies on issu e s  like  n u clear non- 
| proliferation in the Ko rean  p en in su la , counter-terrorism  

m easures and an active  econom ic engagem ent desp ite 
its com plications (Ib id .). O bam a Adm inistration 

 ̂ concerned that a  rising  C h in a  p o ses ch a llen g es to the 
U .S . econom y and to U .S . g lobal lead ersh ip . In 2 0 12 , the 

I Obam a Adm inistration announced that the p o licy o f 
| strateg ic rebalancing  to the A s ia -P a c ific  (Law ren ce  

2013 :6-7). T h e  United S ta te s  by seeking  c lo se r econom ic 
; and m ilitary tie s  in the region is  im proving re latio ns with 
J estab lished m arkets, w h ile  a lso  acting a s  a  ch e ck  ag ain st 
I  growing C h in ese  pow er. In the P a c ific  R eg io n , increasing  
I  U .S . p resence h as been w elcom ed g iven that m any 
I  countries in the P a c ific  O cean  fee l like  C h ina  is  acting a s  
I  the dom inant hegem on a s  d isp layed  through its action 
I  over the Senkaku/D iaoyudao Is lan d s and its c la im s to 
I other m aritim e territory (M cD an ie l, 2 0 1 2 ). T h u s , 
§  increased  U .S . attention to the a re a  h a s been m et w ith 
I  positive feedback, g iven  the U .S 's  strength a s  the 
I  reigning hegem on w ith the w orld’s  strongest m ilitary to 
I  check C h ina’s  pow er in the region (Ib id ).

It h as been observed  that re lationsh ip  betw een the 
; United S ta te s and C h in a  is  becom ing in creasin g ly  

; , contentious and zero-sum  (S u n , 2 0 1 3 ). A s  Th u cyd id es 
; > prophesized the rise  o f one nation in stills fe a r in others 
: (N ye 2 009 :34 ), C h in a ’s  growing econom ic and political 

i clout and its expansion  tow ards W est h as alarm ed 
- W ashington, U S  v ie w s C h ina  a s  a  th reat to its position 

and power. T h is  fe a r h as cau sed  the U nited S ta te s  to 
t strengthen re latio ns w ith C h in a ’s  neighbor in an  attem pt 

; .  to contain C h ina ’s  pow er. H ow ever, N ye em p hasized , 
5 ? power need not to be a  zero-sum  re lationsh ip . If C h in a ’s  
' rise  rem ains p eacefu l, it p rom ises g reat benefits to 
; C h inese , its neighb o rs, and to A m erican s, being m ore o f 

a  positive-sum  gam e (Ib id : 3 4 ).

? Sino-lndian relations

! :  The Sino-lndian relationsh ip  is  one o f the m ost im portant 
: :  bilateral re lationsh ips in world p o litics. Accord ing to an 

: influential report published by the United S ta te s , N ational 
Intelligence C o u n cil, it b e lieves that “the like ly  em ergence 

; of China and Ind ia a s  hew  m ajor global p laye rs s im ila r to 
the rise  o f G erm any in 19th centu ry and the U nited S ta te s 
in the early  20th centu ry w ill transform  the geo-political 

. landscape with im pacts potentially a s  d ram atic a s  those 
‘ o f the previous two cen tu ries’’ (N ational In telligence 

Council, U .S ., 2 0 0 4 ).T h e  rise  o f new  g reat pow ers h as

changed the re la tio ns am ong the m ajor p laye rs in the 
international sy ste m . T h e  world order entered a  p h ase  o f 
stra teg ic flu x  a s  new  alignm ent and d ynam ics em erged 
(N ayer & P au l, 2 0 0 4 :1 5 0 ). Negotiating its re la tio ns w ith 
the existing  g reat pow er and other rising  pow er o f C h ina  
becom e a  cha lleng e fo r N ew  D e lh i. Ind ia itse lf h as 
em erged a s  one of the p o les in the em erging world o rder. 
Accord ing  to N IC , Ind ia “w ill strive  fo r a  m ultipolar 
international system ’  (N ational In te lligence C o uncil, U .S . 
2008 ) a s  it em erg es a s  g reat pow er.

A fte r five  d ecad es o f co ld  p eace , m istrust and hostility 
s in ce  the S ino -lnd ian  border c la sh e s  in  1962 , the 
dem ands o f rea l politik and pragm , atism  in policy-m aking 
a re  transform ing one o f A s ia ’s  m ost im portant 
re lationsh ip  betw een Ind ia and  C h in a  (C hatterjee  
2 0 1 1 :8 4 ). Both co un tries a re  two larg est developing 
co untries in the w orld , have  a  com m onality o f h isto ry, 
cu ltu re , econom y and so c ia l ch a racte ristic , desp ite 
certa in  irreconcilab le  d iffe ren ces. C h in a  is  a  big pow er in 
E a s t A s ia  w h ile  Ind ia is  a  big pow er in South A s ia . E a ch  
en jo ys advantageous and in fluence in th e ir resp ective  
reg io ns. In sp ite  o f sharing  a  g lorious d v iliza tio n a l p ast 
and having  n eve r fought a  sin g le  w ar until their 
em ergence a s  m odem  sta te s , se cu rity  com petition 
betw een Ind ia and C h in a  is  inevitab le  a s  th e ir econom ies 
grow s (K aracka ttu , 2 0 1 3 ). H ow ever, the positive note is  
that th is se cu rity  com petition does n o t . have to be 
co n flictua l. T h e  contem porary p icture in ind ia-C h ina 
re latio ns today is  that both nations h ave  attem pted to put 
the p ast behind and forge new  re lationsh ip  b ased  on the 
em erging global stra teg ic rea litie s (A rif, 2 0 1 3 :1 2 9 ). T rad e  
and econom ic tie s have grow n exponentia lly in the la st 
two d ecad es and lead e rs o f both countries have 
e xp ressed  determ ination to find so lu tions to the Ch ina- 
India border d ispute w hich have  d istorted re latio ns in the 
p ast (T e llis , 2 0 0 4 :1 7 2 ).

Ind ia-C h ina re latio ns had undergone d ram atic chang es 
o ver the p ast s ix  d e ca d e s, ranging from  the 1950s w ith a  
deep hostility in the 1960s and 1970s to a  rapprochem ent 
in the 1980s and read justm ent s in ce  the d em ise o f So viet 
U nion (A rif, 2 0 1 3 :1 2 9 ). T h e  post-cold w a r e ra  h a s offered 
enorm ous opportunities to Ind ia and C h in a  to m ove in the 
d irection o f a  productive re lationsh ip  (Ib id : 129). Both 
co untries had rea lized  the im perative need for 
cooperation in d ive rse  a re a s , e sp e c ia lly  in the trade and 
econom ic dom ains. T h e  econom ic developm ent o f C h ina 
and Ind ia had n ecessita ted  U nited S ta te s cooperation 
and support. T h e  huge m arket potentials o f the two big 
A sian  co untries had becom e a  n e ce ssity  fo r U S  in the 
21s*Century (R o s s , 2012 : 70 -82 ). Th ere fo re , the U .S . 
could be a  positive facto r fo r S ino-lnd ian  re latio ns and if it 
tried to prom ote reg ional stab ility  in South A sia  and help 
C h in a  and Ind ia econom ic m odernization.

T h e  erid  o f the cold w a r g ave  a  new  dim ension to S ino - 
lnd ian re lationsh ip  w hen the p eace  p ro cess in border 
d ispute (H o ls lag , 2 0 1 0 :1 2 9 ). T h e  C h in ese  Prim e M inister
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< L i Peng v is it to Ind ia in 1991 and T h e  Ind ian P rim e 
j M inister P .V . N arasim ha R ao  v is it to C h ina  in 1993, h as 
|  resulted in the P e a ce  and Tranqu ility A greem ent w hich 
I  intended to reach  m utually ag reeab le  solution to the 
j Sino-lndian border d ispute (Ja in , 2 0 04 : 253-269 ). In 

addition, the border d ispute w as ad d ressed  through a  
■t se rie s of m eetings Of the C h ina-lnd ia  Jo in t W orking 
j Group, w hich began its first m eeting in Ju ly  1989 (S idhu  
j & Y u an , 2 0 0 3 :2 4 ). In 1996, C h in ese  P resid ent Jian g  
|  Zem in v isit to N ew  D elh i resu lted  in partial 
| dem ilitarization agreem ent and S ino -lnd ian  

rapprochem ent w a s fu rther developed to find solution for 
bonier dispute (S h irk  2 0 0 4 :8 1 ).

H ow ever, the m ost im portant fie ld  fo r b ilateral 
cooperation betw een C h in a  and Ind ia w ill be econom ic 
and trade (S yed  & W a sh , 2 0 1 2 ). it is  in  th is co ntext, that 
both the sta te s have  m ade a  m utual decision  to se t a sid e  
fighting about their border w h ile  the two countries 
develop their econom ies and enter world m arket. Being  
the two larg est and fa ste st growing econom ies with 

: expanding m arkets in the w orld . It is  pro jected that the 
' Sino-lndian b ilateral trade would be the w orld’s  la rg est 

trading partnership  som etim e betw een 2010  and 2020 
, (S ingh , 2013 ). T h e  gradual and stead y rise  o f S ino-lnd ian  
: trade can  be d iscerned  from  th e  fa c t that in 1991 to 

present (Ib id ). T h u s , it becom es c le a r that s in ce  the la st 
two d ecad es, S ino -lnd ian  trade h a s continuously 

v increased and in  future a lso , th is p ace  o f in c re a se  in 
• Sino-lndian trade is  expected  to continue. In d ia 's strength 
H ie s  in inform ation technology, so ftw are  eng ineering , 

a ; m anagem ent and fin an cia l se rv ice s  and C h in a  is  strong 
in hardw are, m anufacturing construction and engineering 

■ (Karackattu , 2 0 1 3 ). Th ere fo re , there is  g reater sco p e in 
: future for co llaboration and cooperation from  e a ch  other’s  

■: strong point.
; Besides the above m entioned fie ld s , there a re  other 
i areas a s  w ell a s  both C h in a  and Ind ia could  cooperate in 

: future, fo r exam ple in the field  o f sc ie n ce  and technology 
(Satapathy, 2 0 1 3 ). Both sta te s had m ade trem endous 

•. progress and cooperation in  th is fie ld  w ith a  v iew  of 
' : t reducing their techno log ical dependence on the 

developed countries to a  g reat exten t. In th is context, 
j India and C h ina had been encouraged to cooperate in 
[ the fie lds like com puter so ftw are , p h arm aceu tica ls, and 
I peaceful application o f n u clear energ y, hydro-electricity 

. '  generation and in a  num ber o f other fie ld s.
; A  stab le S ino-lnd ian  relationsh ip  required the effective  

m anagem ent o f the d e licate  C h ina-Ind ia-Pakistan  triang le 
; (M alik, 2003 :35-50 ). India rem ained su sp ic io u s o f the 
; S ino-Pakistan re lationsh ip  and th e ir se cu rity  tie s , 
' including the C h in e se  decision  to continue su p p lies o f 
: m ilitary equipm ent to P ak istan  reinforcing the p ossib ility 
, of strateg ic encirclem ent o f India (T e llis , 1997). India 
: continued to regard P ak istan  a s  the p rincipal externa l 
; factor in its re la tio ns w ith C h in a  w hile C h in a  had been 
: attentive to the In d ia -U .S . stra teg ic partnersh ip  and its
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im plications fo r its re la tio ns w ith India on the other hand . 
D esp ite  rem arkab le  im provem ents in b ilateral re la tio ns in 
recen t y e a rs , se rio u s d iffe ren ces continued including the 
unreso lved  boundary is su e s , T ib e t and S in o -Pakistan  
n exu s.

T h u s , on the w hole it can  be stated  that the cooperation 
betw een C h in a  and Ind ia in future at the b ilatera l and 
international leve l would continue in those field  o r a re a s  
w here  there a re  co nvergence o f in te rests and w hich w ill 
se rve  th e ir resp ective  national in te rest. T h e  ve ry  fa c t had 
contributed, desp ite  th e ir m any d isp u tes, to avoid overt 
riva lry  and open co nflict, but the m isperceptions, d istrust, 
su sp icion  and hostility tow ards each  other had . F in a lly , 
the evo lving  S ino-lnd ian  re lationsh ip  can  be describ ed  a s  
com petition a t som e le ve ls  and cooperation on others.

Factors Contributing to China, India and United 
States Cooperation

T h e  sig n ifican ce  o f triangu lar re lationsh ip  am ong C h in a , 
Ind ia and U nited S ta te s  had in creased  and evo lved  into a  
d istinctive  pattern o f interaction a fte r the post-cold w ar 
period (G a rve r, 2 0 0 2 ). Fu rth e r the re latio ns am ong the 
three sta te s becom e in creasin g ly  d istinct a s  the 1990s 
p rogressed  and by 2001 w hen the W orld T rad e  C entre 
and Pentagon w ere  targeted by A l-Q aid a . th e  relations 
w ere  quite strong by th e  e a rly  y e a rs  o f 2000 . T h u s the 
com m on threat posed by terro rism  had open an  avenue 
fo r the three pow ers to d iscu ss  m atters o f strateg ic 
im portance (C h atte rjee , 2 0 1 1 :7 4 ).

It a lso  be noted that em erging C h in a-In d ia-U .S . 
triangu lar re lationsh ip  had the likelihood o f rem aining in a 
sta te  o f flu x  fo r the fo re seeab le  fu tu re . T h e  ve ry  sam e 
fact had com pelled them  w illing  o r unw illing cooperation. 
A ligning o f U .S . w ith two o f th ese  pow ers had signaled  a 
d istinct p o ssib ility .

T h e  p ossib ility o f continuing th is d istinct possib ility had 
been a lread y substantiated  by the developm ent am ong 
the three s ta te s . Fo r exam p le , in Ju ly  1998 , the U .S . and 
C h in a  h as aligned in resp o n se  to Ind ia ’s  nuclear te sts 
(H u , 1999 :40-68 ). A t th e  sam e  tim e, N ew D elh i believed 
that it w a s accep tab le  fo r the U .S . Ind ia having strateg ic 
advantage in the C h in e se  “a re a s  o f in fluence” (Friedm an , 
1998). S im ila rly  g iven  th e ir sta tu s a s  large developing 
co un tries, Ind ia and C h in a  put up united front ag ain st the 
United S ta te s  arid  the D eveloped W orld a t the 
Copenhagen C lim ate  C o n ference  in 2009 (Y a n , 2010 ). 
F in a lly  the C h in ese  sid e  p erceived  the Ind o -U .S . C iv ilian  
N uclear A greem ent that w a s negotiated during 2006-8 a s  
a  part o f their stra teg y o f containing the rise  o f C h ina 
(R u ish en g , 2008 :20 -40 ).

It seem ed that C h in a  rem ained the w eakest link in th is 
triang u lar re lationsh ip  fo r there  a re  no m ajor so u rce  of 
b ilatera l d isp u tes in the U .S .-In d ia  re lationsh ip . Th e  
is su e s  su ch  a s  the sta tu s o f Ta iw an , C h in ese  m ilitary

V .
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; m odernization, its political system , hum an rights and 
• trade im balance and cu rren cy m anipulation had b eset the 

-  f U .S .-C h in a  relationsh ip  (K issin g e r 2 0 1 2 :4 5 ). S im ila rly ,
I S ino-lndian relationsh ip  h a s been p lagued b y is su e s  like  
v border d ispute, the S in o -Pakistan i stra teg ic and m ilitary 
|  relationship , T ib e t and C h in a ’s  relation w ith Ind ia ’s  South 
f  A sian  neighbors a s  w ell a s  S ino-M yanm ar re latio ns 
}  (G o jree , 2 0 1 3 :4 8 ). T h e  recent developm ent aid po litics 
f  pursued by C h in a  around Ind ia’s  neighbors could be read 
I  out a s  a  strategy to enhance its position in th ese  
|  triangular re latio ns.v • '

■ 1: ■

] China, India and New W orld Developm ent

>■ • ■ ■ ' '

|  Th ere  a re  independent in itiatives taken  by C h in a  and 
I  India that had gone beyond param eters o f triangular 
I  strateg ic re latio ns. T h e  Shang hai Cooperation

I; O rgan ization(SC O ) cam e into being a s  a  reaction  to U S  
presence in form er S o vie t R epub lican  o f C en tra l A s ia  and 
curb rising Is lam ic rad icalisrri"foat w a s p erceived  to be a  
common threat to R u ss ia  and C h in a  (H uasheng  

|  2013 :436-437). S in ce  its inception, the S C O  h as a lso  
|  included a  growing num ber o f o b serve rs and dialogue 
I  partners. Late r, India a lso  had jo ined  o b server in 2004 
I  (C ab estan , 2013 :4 2 3 ).
|  C h in ese  D evelopm ent had been perceived  by m any 

• |  South A sian  S m alle r S ta te s  a s  b eneficia l to  them . C h ina 
I  had already extended its  supportive hand s to build 

Regional C ontainer Po rts in H am bantota and Colom bo in 
- : S ri Lanka and G w ad ar in P ak istan  (M arantidou, 2014 :12- 

f  13). Later, the P ak-C h ina  Eco nom ic C orridor (P C E C ) is  
mentioned a s  an integral e lem ent in rea liz ing  the 

» potential o f regional connectivity and trade w ith the South 
A sian  A ssociation  fo r Reg ional Cooperation (S A A R C )

■ (K h an , 2014-15 :45 ). T h e  po licy p ackag e of good 
governance p rescribed  by U S  led world hegem onic 
financial institutions had m ade m any o f the sm a ll sta te s 
c lo ser to C h ina than to India in the South A sian  Reg ion 

* party for the fe a r o f big neighbour syndrom e. T h e  C h ina 
; had cooperated in the estab lishm ent A sia n  In frastructure 

Investm ent B ank (A IIB ) (H ew itt, 2 0 1 5 ). It had a lread y 
attracted 51 C o untries. T h e  bank w a s a  reaction  to the 

• banking system  o f W orld B an k  arid  A sia n  D evelopm ent 
‘ bank w here U .S . o r its a llie s  had got the m ajority o f vo tes 
; in decision m aking. T h e  latest addition to the world 

I  m onetary and banking system  had been the B R IC S  N ew 
{ Developm ent B an k w h ich  had been estab lish ed  a s  
* alternative to the existing  A m erican  and Euro p ean  
|  dom inated W orld B an k and International M onetary Fund 
v  (Hum phrey, 2 0 1 5 ).T h e  sig n ifican ce  o f th is new  bank had 

been the its origin in the developing world and m ore and 
m ore cooperation am ong developing w orld a s  

[  exem plified by g iving chairm ansh ip  to India w h ile  C h in a  
i w as the m ain contributor to the B an k  (T h e  T im e s o f Ind ia , 
* 2015). Th e  econom ic growth and developm ent p ro cess
i ■ ■

had a lread y took o ff and it is  predicted that the 
econom ies o f the W estern  co untries including U S  would 
be d isp laced  from  the C en tre  stag e  to backyard  by N ew  
em erging eco nom ies o f C h in a , Ind ia , B ra z il, R u ss ia  and 
South A frica . T h e  abo ve developm ents a lso  provided 
opportunities fo r sm all co untries to gam ble nations that 
strived  to becom e the hegem onic pow er in the region o f 
in fluerice and approxim ate a re a s  (Ferd inand  2 0 14 : 376- 
3 9 1 ).T h e  fa st developing econom ies o f C h ina  and Ind ia 
required the a ssu ran ce  o f read y ava ilab ility  o f energ y 
so u rce s and the se cu rity  o f the sa m e . T h e  po litics o f who 
is  right o r w rong pursued by R e lig io us Fundam entalist 
fo rces a s  w ell a s  fo e p ira tes had posed a  se rio u s threat 
fo r C h ina and Ind ia w hich required g reater arid  g reater 
cooperation in su rve illan ce  and energy and m aritim e 
se cu rity  in the Ind ian O cean  R eg io n .

T h e  cum ulative e ffect o f the p ro cess h as led to g reater 
understanding and cooperation am ong em erging world 
pow ers. T h e y  had a lread y signaled  possib ility o f 
su rp assing  U S  and W estern  P artn e rs o f h e r including 
Ja p an  in te rm s of econom y. T h e  gradual econom ic 
p ro w ess a lso  resu lted  in am bitious g o a ls o f nations to 
have  g reater national pride and honour through m ilitary 
developm ent and so p h isticatio ns o f m ilitary technology. 
C h in a  and Ind ia a lread y had taken  ste p s in th is d irection . 
T h e  g radual d ecline  o f econom ic pow er on foe part o f 
U .S . and other asso cia ted  problem s su ch  a s  aging 
population e tc ., had b locked further potential o f econom ic 
p rosperity on fo e part o f U .S . and its W estern  P artn e rs.

CONCLUSION

T h e  co llap se  o f S o vie t Union and end o f cold w ar m arked 
a  new  world o rder. T h e  end o f cold w a r a lso  m arked foe 
beginning o f new  type o f riva lrie s and  th ey had posed 
new  th reat to world o rder larg e ly prom oted by relig ious 
te rro rist g roups. T h e  a ttack on W orld T rad e  C entre  and 
Pentagon in 2001 had com pelled  U .S . C h in a  and India to 
cooperate on m any a cco u n t T h e  sch o la rs that w orked on 
th is new  developm ent pointed fo e stra teg ic re latio ns a s  
one o f foe im portant one in post-cold w a r o rder. T h e y  had 
m aintained U S  a s  fo e m ost im portant o r p ivot p layer fo r 
they still m aintained U .S . a s  fo e superpow er. Th e  
reaso n s fo r g iving prom inence to re la tio ns o f U .S . C h ina 
and Ind ia in international a ffa irs  w a s foe rising  pow er o f 
the fo rm er two sta te s in a  m ultipolar world order. T h ey  
a lso  observed  a  d iscem ab le  pro-Am erican flit in In d ia 's 
foreign po licy in recen t y e a rs . H ow ever, th is assum ption 
is  questionab le fo r Ind ia had show n w ilin e ss to cooperate 
w ith C h in a  on m any fro n ts. C h in a  and India had taken 
ste p s to re so lve  m any confrontational issu e s  in recent 
p ast. T h e  recen t developm ents in fo e fie ld  o f econom ic 
cooperation and m any other a re a s  sign ified  going beyond 
the orbit o f A m erican  D ictation by Ind ia . T h e  econom ic 
p rosperity o f India and  C h in a  is  beneficia l fo r foe sm all



|  states in the region and they had show n the p laying the

(card of e ither fo r th e ir benefits and that sam e  fact 
resulted in  reso lving  is su e s  betw een C h in a  and Ind ia . 
The econom ic p rosperity o f the two nations had resu lted 
in changes in  U .S . foreign po licy a s  exem plified  strateg ic 
I  rebalancing to A s ia  and P a c ific  under O bam a 

I  adm inistration. Both C h in a  and Ind ia had been ve ry

I* active in challeng ing  world financia l system  by w ay  o f 
estab lish ing a lternative  W orld B an k and I.M .F . under the 
B R IC S  in itiative . In th is context, it is  ag reeab le  to 
B lackw ill, w hen he sa y s  there se e m s to be little p ossib ility 
that India would jo in  a n y  U .S .-led  groupings to contain 

|  the rise  o f C h ina  (2 0 0 1 ). Ind ia w ill p refer to deal w ith a  
• rising on its own te rm s and a s  an independent pole in the 

em erging world order. Ind ia w ill a lso  cooperate with 
C h ina, a t tim es ag a in st the in te rests o f the U .S . B u t S ino- 

' Indian cooperation is  like ly  to rem ain opportunistic in the 
sense  that th ese  two rising  pow ers w ill cooperate 
tactically w hen the international system  p resent them  with 

; certain avenue fo r cooperation . T h is  cooperation w ill not 
; em erge a s  a  part o f C h in ese  o r Ind ian G rand  S tra teg y a s  
: long a s  the co re  b ilateral d iffe rences related to their 

unm arked border, T ib e t and S in o -P ak istan  re latio ns 
p ersist. B y  co ntrast, c lo se  cooperation w ith U .S . is  an  

' essen tia l feature o f the C h in e se  and Ind ian stra teg ie s to 
facilitate their a scen t in the e a rly  21st centu ry. T h e  
gradual decline o f A m erican  econom y and rising  o f 
C h inese , Indian and other econom ies req u ires new  world 

. order. It is  im plied that declin ing o f U .S . a s  the world 
super power m eant pivot- le s s  re la tio ns. T h e  conceptual 
constructs such  a s  stra teg ic triang le a re  not enough to 

; understand the new  world order ch aracterized  by 
m ultipolar p laces o f pow er and w hich do not b ehave a s  

: realist actors alone in dealing w ith the re st o f the w orid .
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