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International labour m igration has attracted the attention of both m ales and fem ales in Sri 
Lanka. Recent statistics re ve a l that m ore than tw enty fou r percent of the labour force is currently 
w orking abroad. Rem ittance, sent b y them  is plays a vital role at the m acroeconom ic level. 
H ow ever, there is a shortage in the literature on the role played b y the rem ittances at the 
household level. Th is  stu d y fills the gap in the literature b y elucidating the im pact of international 
labour m igration and rem ittances on the econom ic security of the h ouseholds left behind. Study 
uses data collected from  a sam ple of 750 households. C luster sam pling m ethod w a s em ployed 
to collect data from  rural, urban and estate sectors in Kalutara District, Sri Lanka. R esults reveal 
that the labour m igration is m ainly based on econom ic reasons w hich are pioneered b y the 
insufficiency of incom e. Both m ale and fem ales send the rem ittances fo r the w ell being of the 
households. A m on g other sources, rem ittance represents a significant share in the incom e. 
W hile it is a regular incom e for a large group of households; it is a seasonal lum p sum  for 
another group. H ow ever, the relative size  of the rem ittance receipts dep en d s on the gender of 
the migrants, interrelationships betw een the m igrants and the rem ittance receivers and the 
m anpow er level of the m igrants. W hile  a larger am ount of rem ittances are sent b y skilled 
w orkers, a larger share of the incom e, earned b y the low  skilled w o rk e rs is sent to their 
households. C om parison with the households w ithout m igrant w o rkers w ith the m igrant w orkers, 
reveals that im pact m ade b y the rem ittance to household incom e is significant than the incom e 
earned through other sources. A  significant inequality am ong the m igrants as w ell as between 
m igrant and non m igrant households w a s found in the study. Rem ittances, sent b y the labour 
m igrants w ere found as a sou rce that strengthens the econom ic security of the households. 
H ow ever, the tim e spent abroad and the utilization of rem ittances b y the households determ ines 
the econom ic security in the long term .
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