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Abstract

1Xes plication is manifested in a number of forms such as
consonant germination, vowel lengthening, or nearly complete copy of a base (Carl Rubino 2005).
Sinhala employs reduplication in both of it

. : _ s spoken and written varieties in varying degrees and
for various effects. In its written form, reduplication fulfills some stylistic functions and is mostly
manifested in poetry, riddles, songs, anecdotes and narrations. The colloquial Sinhala uses

reduplication in ordinary discourse and can be seen irrespective of the dialectal varieties.

The aim of'this paper is to examine reduplication phenomenon in Sinhala in the broader
spectrum of reduplication patterns and functions eviden

. ced in many languages of the world. Data
for the present study consisted of sentences with reduplication types and functions that can be
distinguished in Sinhala. A sample of 60 sentences with such reduplication were used. The

researcher consulted 05 adult native speakers of Sinhala for their grammaticality judgments about
those sentences. Some major conclusions about the study are that reduplication can be observed at
phonological, morphological/morpho-syntactic, and lexical levels in Sinhgla and Sinhala manifests
reduplication over a broad range of categories such as noun, verb, gdjqctlve, and adverb. As noted
in other languages, in Sinha'a too both complete and partial reduplication can be observed and the
reduplicated element functions as a single lexical item. Thus, re@upllcatlon Is a very important
linguistic tool that contributes significantly to word formation and richness of the expressive power
of language. Nevertheless, from a typological. perspective, Sinhala is quite impoverished yvhen
viewed against the broader spectrum of reduphca‘_uon types, su_b-type;, functlons,. and even in the
areas of language affected by reduplication. Qesplte reduplication being a pervasive phenomepon
in Sinhala, the extent of its application is limited mostly to echojformatlops. A?:uflc;_rl lgr?rnsrpa}tllclal
functions, present participle aspect marking was the only grammatical function it fulfills in Sinhala.
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