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ABSTRACT

Nest building behaviour of endemic Sri Lanka Dull-blue Flycatcher (Eumyias sordidus) was studied from January

2016 to January 2018. The studied population is located in Montane Cloud Forests of Horton Plains National Park,

situated in the highland plateau of the NuwaraEliya District.Three main habitats were classified as Cloud Forest

habitat, Cloud Forest Die-back habitat and Grassland habitat. Nest building behaviours were observed during March-

May(Main breeding season) and August-October(Late breeding season). Global Positioning System device (GPS)

was used to locate the nesting sites when observed adult birds carrying nesting materials. Nest building activities

were recorded on three consecutive days during the breeding season, from 0600h to 1800h. Rangefinder

(BUSHNELL PRO l600rM) was used to measure the flying distances of the birds from the nesting sites. Most nests

were located inside the cavities of road banks and tree holes, in Cloud forest and Cloud forest die-back habitats. Total

of 32 nest building events was observed. Nest building in E. sordidus was done exclusively by females (N:32) after

pair-formation and site selection nest building takes between 2 3 days. Females collect nest material tens or even

thirty of meters from the nests(24.53m* 6.27m)(Mean + Standard deviation). Females visit the nest within every two

minutes with nest materials (1.95min+ l.0lmin)(M+SD) and stored.Females spent 2-3 minutes (149.8s+ 75.5s)

(M+SD) to construct the nest after store considerable amount of nest materials. Males were always observed in close

proximity (12.05m+ 3.33m)(MtSD) to their mates while searching and singing the same note within l0 seconds

intervals (10.01s+ 1.41s)(M+SD), assumed mate-guardian activity.Nest building activity was more intense around

9.00h-15.00h. We did not observe any case of females reusing materials from an abandoned or predated nest.E.

sordidus is an endemic insectivore confined to the central hills of Sri Lanka. There are no known targeted

conservation actions for this Near Threaten(NT) species. Therefore Conservation of breeding terrains is

recommended to protect this species.

KEYWORDS;Sri Lanka Dull-blue Flycatcher, Endemic Birds, Horton Plains, Breeding Ecology,Tropical Montane

Cloud Forest

View publication statsView publication stats

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/326930864

