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úYajúoHd, wOHdmk fCIa;%fhys kj m%jK;d"

kj we.hSï yd kùlrKhkays wjYH;dj

wdpd¾h lreKdfiak fldä;=jlal=

jrla wdpd¾hjrfhl= jYfhka o" ;j;a jfrl ksis n,Odß jYfhka o" wksla jfrl 

Wml=,m;sjrhd jYfhka o" ug fiajh lsÍug Nd.Hh ,enqKq" úYajúoHd, moaO;sh 

;=< by< m%uqL;ajhla ork Y%S chj¾Okmqr úYajúoHd,fhys ndysr WmdêOrhka Wfoid 

mj;ajkq ,nk fuu Wmdê iu¾mfKda;aijfhys Wmdê m%odk foaYkh mj;ajk f,i ud 

fj; lrk ,o wdrdOkh ug lrk ,o iïNdjkdjla f,i i,lk w;r" th b;d 

ksy;udkS j bgq lrkakg leue;af;ñ'

yslalvqfõ Y%S iqux., kdhl iajdókajykafiaf.a uQ,sl;ajfhka iy kdhl;ajh hgf;a 

1873 j¾Ifha§ fld<U ud,s.dlkao m%foaYfha§ msysgjkq ,enQ úfoHdaoh msßfjk" 1958 wxl 45 

ork úYajúoHd,h mk; hgf;a úYajúoHd,h ;;a;ajh ,nd 1959 isg úfoHdaoh úYajúoHd,h 

f,i kï lrkq ,eîh' tys m%:u Wml=,m;s OQrh fynjq mQcH je,súáfha Y%S fidar; kdysñhkaf.a 

wm%;sy; ffO¾hh ksid u tjlg meje;s wfkl=;a úYajúoHd,hka wNsNjkh lrñka ÈhqKqjg 

m;aùug úfoHdaoh iriúh iu;a úh' miqj ihjeks merl=ïnd uyrc;=ud ish uE‚hka jk 

iqfka;%d foaúhg mska m;d mems,shdfka Y%S iqfka;%d foaú msßfjkg i`. i;= fldg mQcd lr ;snQ 

.xf.dvú, wlalr úismyl muK N+ñ Nd.hla ;=< úÿoh iriúh ia:dms; lsÍug fidar; 

ysñmdfKda mshjr .;ay' fujka mska ìul msysá j¾;udk Y%S chj¾Okmqr úYajúoHd,h ;=< 

1979 jif¾ isg ls%hd;aul jk ndysr úNd. tallh úiska ks, jYfhka mj;ajkakg fhfok 

fuu m%:u ndysr Wmdê m%odfkda;aijfha§ Wmdê ,nk m%:u WmdêOdÍka lKAvdhug we;=<;a 

ùfï Nd.Hh wo Èk Wmdê ,nk Tn ieug Wod ù we;' tfiau 1960 .Kkaj,§ l<ukdlrK 

wOHhk lafIa;%h Y%S ,xld úYajúoHd, moaO;sh ;=<g y÷kajd §ug mqfrda.dó jQ fuu 

úYajúoHd,fha m%:u Wml=,m;s mQcH je,súáfha Y%S fidar; kdysñhkaf.a 40 jk .=Kiurej 

fygg ^cQ,s 17& fh§ ;sfí' fuu lreKq fol ksid wo ft;sydisl Èkhla f,i ie,lsh yel'

Y%S chj¾Okmqr úYajúoHd,h wo Èk fuu Wmdê m%odkh lrkafka úYajúoHd,hg meñ‚fï 

Nd.Hh fkd,o kuq;a" uy;a jQ Ñ;a; ffO¾hhlska hqla; wfkalúO ÿIalr;d uOHfha iajhx 

wOHhkfhys fhfoñka" úYajúoHd,fha weÿrkaf.a wkq.%yh iy WmfoaY hïlsis m%udKhlska 

,nñka ;u wOHhk lghq;=j, wruqKq id¾:l j bgq lr .;a ;reK ;re‚hka i|yd ùu 

wm ish¨fokdf.a u i;=gg fya;=jls' ksoyia wOHdmkfhys jrm%ido N=la;s ú¢ñka Ydia;% 

yeoErE wfhl= f,i ;jÿrg;a tlS ksoyia wOHdmk ixl,amh wdrlaId lrñka th m%j¾Okh 

lsÍu .ek o" úYajúoHd,hla ;=< wNHka;r YsIHfhl= fyda YsIHdjl f,i Ys,am lsÍfï 

wdiajdoh .s,syS .sh ;reK le<lg ndysr YsIHfhl= f,i Wmdêhlg Wreulï lSug ux fm;a 

újr flreug fmruqK f.k ls%hd lsÍu ms<sn| j udf.a wNskkaokh Y%S chj¾Okmqr 

úYajúoHd,hg;a" tys Wml=,m;s;=ud m%uqL ikd;k iNdjg iy fï i|yd wemlemù isák 

foaYk iïm%odk

122



ish¨ u mSGj, wdpd¾h uKAv,hg;a msßkuñ' ±kg ls%hd;aul jk ksoyia wOHdmkh ;jÿrg;a 

fmdaIKh lrñka jvd;a w¾:dkaú; j rfÜ Wkak;shg M,odhS jk mßÈ bÈßhg f.k hdu" 

j;auka rcfha o mru n,dfmdfrd;a;=j hs' b;d úYd, mßudKfhka ,efnk úfoaY wdOdrj,ska 

Wiia wOHdmk lafIa;%fhys fuka u mdi,a moaO;sfhys flfrk idudkH wOHdmkh yd 

wfkl=;a wdh;k u`.ska ,ndfok jD;a;Sh wOHdmkh ;=< o b;d mq¿,a kùlrKhla Èh;a 

fjñka ;snqK o thska fï olajd ,nd ÿka ksoyia wOHdmkh lsisÿ f,ilska lmdyeÍula 

wruqKq fkdflfrk nj wjOdrKh l< hq;= h' rdcH fkdjk wdh;kj, iy jD;a;slhkaf.a 

iyNd.S;ajh wfmalaId lrkafka rcfha wOHdmk m%;sm;a;s iy ie,iqï ls%hd;aul lsÍïj,g 

mßmQrlhka f,i odhlùug hs'

jvd;a mq¿,a wOHdmk m%;sixialrK hgf;a kùk f,dalhg .e<fmk yd rfÜ wd¾Ól 

ixj¾Ok wruqKq iy Wmdh ud¾.hkag jvd;a WÑ; jk whqßka wm j¾;udkfha uqyqK § we;s 

fndfydauhla .eg¨j,g moku jQ È<s÷lu iy W.% fiajd úhqla;shg úi÷ï ,nd§ug WmldÍ 

jk jvd;a h:d¾:jd§ iy m%dfhda.sl" úIh ud,djla iy wOHdmk hdka;%Khla rg ;=< 

ia:dms; lsÍug wms wfmalaId lruq' idïm%odhsl j mj;ajdf.k hkq ,nk Ydia;S%h mdGud,djg 

w;sf¾l j kj Ñka;khla m%p,s; lsÍug w;aje,a imhk" tfiau j¾;udkfha mj;sk 

;r.ldÍ wd¾Ól rgdj ;=< /¢ isàug iy m%.ukh ùug w;HjYH jk ksmqK;d iy l=Y,;d 

m%j¾Okh lrjk kùk mdGud,d y÷kajd§u iy id¾:l j lrf.k hdug Y%S ,dxflah 

úYajúoHd,h W;aiql úh hq;= h'

úYajúoHd,h úiska mj;ajdf.k hkq ,nk wNHka;r Wmdê mdGud,d muKla fkdj 

ndysr Wmdê mdGud,d o mq¿,a lsÍug iy kùlrKh lsÍug lghq;= l< hq;= ld,h ±ka t<U 

we;' l<ukdlrK l=Y,;djka iy ;dlaI‚l ±kqu §m jHdma; j fnod fok jev ms<sfj<j,g 

tu wdh;k hqyqiq¨ j wj;S¾K úh hq;= h' fï ms<sn|j iy wOHdmk lafIa;%h ;=< isÿfjñka 

mj;sk kùlrKhka fuka u tajdfha we;s wod<;ajh ms<sn| j lreKq lSmhla f.kyer mEug 

uu leue;af;ñ'

1948 ì%;dkH md,kh wjika ùu;a iu`. wm wfma u md,khla hgf;a iajdëk iaffjÍ 

rgla f,i lghq;= lrkakg mgka .;af;uq' tfy;a .; jQ wjqreÿ 55 ;=< wm ,nd we;s 

foaYmd,ksl" wd¾Ól iy iudÔh j¾Okh ms<sn| iEySulg m;aúh fkdyels nj fndfyda 

fokd ms<s.kakd lreKls' fï ld,h ;=< úúO ix.%duhkays wms kshe¿fKuq' jfrl foaYmd,k 

u;su;dka;r ix.%duhl o" bka miqj ta ;=<ska u mek ke`.=Kq ñksia >d;k ix.%duhl o 2001 

jir wjidkh jk f;la kshqla; jQfjuq' fï w;r;=r oYl lsysmhlska wmg msgqmiska isá wm 

l,dmfha iy ;odikak l,dmj, rdcH" wd¾Ól iy iudÔh jYfhka oYl lSmhlska wmg 

jvd bÈßhg hEug iu;aj isà' wmg w;a jQ wjdikdjka; brKu" ±ä wd¾Ól miqneiau" iudc 

m%fNaokh" oyia ixLHd; Ôú; wysñùu wd§ka ta ix.%duhka u`.ska wm fj; <`.d lr ÿka 

úkdYldÍ m%;sM,h hs'

f.da,ShlrKh ;=<ska isÿù we;s iy isÿfjñka mj;sk fjkialï" ±kqu yelshdj rclrjk 

iSud udhsï rys; (Borderless) ;r`.ldÍ f,djla ks¾udKh fldg we;' wkd.; fi!Nd.Hh 

i|yd újD; wd¾Ól m%;sm;a;sj, n,mEïj,ska yd Wmk;Skaj,ska lsisu rglg neyer úh 

fkdyels ;;a;ajhla Wod lr we;' rgrgj,g" úfYaIfhka u ;=kajeks f,dalfha rgj,g ;ks 
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;ksj ke`.S isàfï yelshdjla fï f.da,ShlrK úYajh ;=< ±ka ke;' f;dr;=re ikaksfõok 

;dlaIKfha j¾Okhka iy we;eï NdIdjka úYaj NdIdjka njg wj;S¾Kh (Emergence) ùu 

fuf;la l,a cd;Ska w;r ndOlhka j mej;s ¥ria:Ndjh iy ikaksfõok fkdyelshdj w¾: 

Y+kH lr we;' fu u`.ska f;dr;=re ikaksfõok ;dlaIK l=i,;dj yd úYaj NdId {dkh" 

±kqu iy yelshdj uq,alr .;a wkd.; iSud udhsï fkdue;s f,dj ;=< ch.%yKh i|yd 

wjYH u l=i,;djka njg m;aj we;' fïjd fkdfhla wdldrfha úIhhka iy lafIA;% ms<sn|j 

±kqu iy yelshdj ,nd .ekSfï uQ,sl fuj,ï nj ms<s.; hq;= h' tajd rgl ;r`.ldÍ 

yelshdfõ ;Srlhka njg m;a j we;' rgla w;alr .;a wd¾Ól ixj¾Okfha uÜgu uksk 

ñKqï ovq njg m;aj we;' f;dr;=re ikaksfõok ;dlaIKh w;ska b;d by< u uÜgula ysñ 

lr .;a *ska,ka;h" weußld tlai;a ckmoh" isx.mamQrej" iaùvkh" whsia,ka;h" lekvdj" 

fvkaud¾lh" ;dhsjdkh yd c¾uksh hk rgj,a f,dalfha by<u tal mqoa., wdodhu jd¾;d 

lsÍug iu;a j we;' f;dr;=re ikaksfõok ;dlaIKh iy wd¾Ól ixj¾Okh w;r ±ä 

iïnkaO;djla fuhska ;yjqre fõ'

fï miqìu ;=< ,xldfõ wkd.; wNsjDoaêh i|yd wkq.ukh l< yels b;d ¥ro¾YS Wmdh 

ud¾.hla kï i¾j.%dyS (Comperhensive) udkj iïm;a ixj¾Okh hs' th <`.d lr .; yelafla 

iuia; wOHdmk lafIA;%h u b;d mq¿,a kùlrKhlg Ndckh lsÍu u.sks' tu kùlrK 

ls%hdj,sh iuia; úYajúoHd,hSh moaO;sh ;=< fuka u idudkH wOHdmk lafIa;%h jk mdi,a 

moaO;sh ;=< iy jD;a;Sh wOHdmkh ;=< o isÿúh hq;= h' j¾;udk rch rfÜ ixj¾Okh 

i|yd m%uqL wjYH;djla jYfhka fuh y÷kd f.k we;' ta i|yd ie,iqï fldg ls%hd;aul 

lsÍug ±kgu;a mshjr f.k we;' b;d fláfhka fï i|yd f.k we;s jev ms<sfj< ms<sn| 

j i|yka lrkq leue;af;ñ' wOHdmk wud;HdxYh ±kgu;a f;dr;=re ikaksfõok l=i,;dj 

mdi,a orejka ;=< l=¿.ekaùu i|yd;a úYaj NdIdjla jYfhka bx.S%is NdIdj y÷kajd §ug;a 

±jeka; läkï ls%hdj,shla wdrïN lr we;' fï i|yd f,dal nexl=fõ;a" wdishdkq ixj¾Ok 

nexl=fõ;a wkq.%yh wmg ,eî we;' fï j¾Ih wjidk jkakg fmr wdishdkq ixj¾Ok 

nexl=fõ uQ,H wkq.%yfhka ls%hd;aul jk oaú;Sh wOHdmk kùlrK jHdmD;sh hgf;a mdi,a 

flakaøSh mß.Kl b.ekqï uOHia:dk 800la msysgqùug wfmalaIs; hs' ±kgu;a fujeks 

uOHia:dk 212la Èia;s%lal 22l b;d id¾:l j újD; lr we;' óg wu;r j fuu jHdmD;sh 

hgf;a u ;j;a uOHia:dk 200 la 2004 j¾Ih blaujkakg fmr msysgqùug ie,iqï lr we;' 

úYaj NdIdjla f,i bx.S%is NdIdj fohdldrhlska y÷kajd §ug o mshjr .efkñka mj;s' tla 

mshjrla kï bx.S%is NdIdj bf.k .ekSug fuka u bx.S%is udOHfhka wOHdmkh ,nd .ekSfï 

myiqlï o we;s lsÍu hs' f,dal nexl= wdOdr we;s j ls%hd;aul jk fuu jHdmD;sh hgf;a 

mdi,aj, m%d:ñl iy oaú;Shsl uÜgïj, fuka u cd;sl wOHdmk wdh;kj, bx.S%is 

b.ekaùu o mq¿,a flfrkq we;' uq¿ úYajúoHd, lafIa;%h ;=< u fujeks kùlrKhka /ila 

Èh;a lsÍu j¾;udk rcfha wfmalaIdj hs' ta i|yd uQ,sl mshjr /ila b;d id¾:l j fï jk 

úg;a f.k we;'

fï kùlrK ls%hdj,sh id¾:l lr .ekSu i|yd w;HjYH ;j;a idOl lSmhla we;' tkï 

úYajúoHd,hSh úoHd¾Òkaf.a Wkkaÿj iy odhl;ajh" mdi,aj, .=re Nj;=kaf.a fkduiqre 

odhl;ajh iy lemùu" mdi,aj, isiq orejkaf.a wjfndaOh iy lemùu iy foujqmshkaf.a 

u`.fmkaùu iy Èß.ekaùu hs' ;jÿrg;a Y+kH foaYmd,k u;su;dka;rj, t,an fkdf.k 

wOHdmk lghq;=j, lemùfuka hq;= j kshe<Sug isiq orejka fufyhùu úYajúoHd, iy 
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wdpd¾hjrekaf.a iy mdi,a .=reNj;=kaf.a jeo.;a ld¾hNdrhla úh hq;=jdla fuka u th 

fouõmshkaf.a ueÈy;a ùfuka o isÿúh hq;a;ls' Y%S ,dxflah ixialD;sl Wreuhka bÈßhg 

f.k hñka iudc idrO¾u iy jákdlï w.hk ¥ orejka msßila rgg odhdo lsÍug fï 

ish¨ fldgia tl;= úh hq;= h' Wiia wOHdmkh i|yd iriú" wfkl=;a ld¾ñl úoHd,h iy 

;dlaI‚l wdh;kj,g msúfik fï rfÜ W.;a iy nqoaêu;a ;reK le< ;u wOHdmk 

wruqKqj,ska neyer lrjñka úkdYldÍ jev ms<sfj< flfrys fhduq lrjk n,fõ.j,ska 

wdrlaId lr .ekSu wm ieu fokdf.a u hq;=lula iy j.lSuls' È<s÷ rgla jk Y%S ,xldj oYl 

follg jeä ld,hla È. weÿKq jd¾.sl hqoaOhlska fyïn;a ù wd¾Ól miqnEulg iy úYd, 

Kh nrlg yiq ù isáhs' fujeks miqìula hgf;a b;du;a wmyiqfjka fidhd.kakd uqo,a 

wOHdmk lafIA;%h ;=< ksis wkaoñka M,odhS f,i wdfhdackh fkdjqK fyd;a wfma wkd.; 

brKu ;j;a lk.dgqodhl fuka u ÿlaÅ; tlla o úh yels h' tu ksid b;du;a ÿIalr;d 

uOHfha wOHdmk lafIA;%h Wfoid fhdojk uqo,aj,ska úmq, M,fk<d .ekSu Wfoid wmf.a 

orele< fufyhùu b;du;a jeo.;a fõ' ta i|yd ksis u`. fmkaùu iy Wmfoia ,nd§u wm 

w;ska isÿúh hq;= jeo.;a ld¾h Ndrhls¦ iudc hq;=luls' ksis ikaksfõokh u`.ska cd;Ska 

w;r ukd iyÔjkhla we;s lr  .; yels w;r tu`.ska Tjqfkdjqka w;r mj;sk wkjfndaOh 

bj;a lr .ekSug yels fõ' óg wu;r j fuu Ndr¥r lghq;a; id¾:l j lr.ekSu i|yd 

rdcH fkdjk wxYj, iy jD;a;slhkaf.a odhl;ajh o w;HjYH j mj;s' Tjqka ieufok 

ls%hdldÍ j wOHdmk lafIa;%h ;=< we;s l< hq;= kùlrKhka i|yd odhl;ajh ,ndÈh hq;=h' 

th by;ska i|yka l< wkaoug rcfhka ls%hd;aul lrkq ,nk jev igykaj,g mßmQrlhka 

jkq we;' th iEu ck fldÜGdihlg u ixj¾Ok bv m%ia;d läkï j <`.d lr §ug 

msájy,la jkq we;'

fï oaúúO Wmdh ud¾. u.ska" tkï f;dr;=re ikaksfõok ;dlaIKh iy úYaj NdIdjla 

jYfhka bx.S%is ±kqu mq¿,a lsÍu ;=<ska" wmg wysñ jQ w;S;h h<s ysñlr .kakg" kj 

;dlaIKfhka wêfõ.fhka bÈßhg hk f,dj lrd cj iïmkak msïulska wj;S¾K jkakg" 

tys M, fk<d .kakg wfma j¾;udk iy bÈß mrïmrdj,g msájy,la fõh hkak wfma 

wfmalaIdj hs'

úYajúoHd,j,ska msg jQ WmdêOdÍka fukau úYajúoHd,j, wOHdmkfha ksr; j isák 

isiqkag o wkd.; wNsfhda.hkag uqyqKÈh yels jkafka úYaj NdIdjka iy f;dr;=re 

ikaksfõok ;dlaIK ±kqu ;uka yodrk wfkl=;a úIhkag wu;r j m%.=K l< fyd;a mu‚' 

fndfyda úYajúoHd,j, ±kgu;a fuhg wjYH myiqlï ,nd § ;snqK;a fïjd mßyrKh 

lrkq ,nkafka b;d iSñ; msßils' fuh jyd u fjkia úh hq;a;ls' úYajúoHd, wdpd¾hjreka 

o fuu fjki we;s lr,Sug läkï Wmdh ud¾. y÷kajd foñka odhl úh hq;= h' wo Èk 

Wmdê .kakd Tn ish¨fokd Ôú;fha jeo.;a ch.%yKhla <`.d lrf.k we;' ndysr isiqka 

jYfhka we;eï úg /lshdj, o kshqla; fjñka wOHhk lghq;=j, kshef<k w;r;=r by; 

lS l=i,;dj ,nd .ekSug Tn ±kgu;a wjOdkh fhduq lr we;ehs uu úYajdi lrñ' th Tn 

Wmdêh ;=<ska ,nd.;a ch.%yKh jvjvd;a Tmj;a úug iy rgg jevodhS ùug fya;=jla jkq 

we;' wo Èk Wmdê ,nd.kakd ish¨ fokdg u b;d §ma;su;a wkd.;hla kej;;a m%d¾:kd 

lrñ'
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iriú ;=re fijfKa wOHdmkh yeoEÍfï Ndjd;aul iqjh ,l=Kla fyda folla wvqùu 

ksid wysñ ù .sh wfmau ;reK ;re‚hka /ilg Tjqka úiska w;alr.;a Wmdêh keue;s 

ch.%yKh b;du;a f.!rjdkaú; wkaoñka ,nd.ekSug fujka m%Ndiajr Wmdê m%odfkda;aijhla 

ixúOdkh lsÍu ms<sn|j Y%S chj¾Okmqr úYajúoHd,fha Wml=,m;s;=ud we;=¿ iuia; wOHhk 

ld¾h uKAv,hg;a f,aLldêldÍ;=ud we;=¿ wkOHhk ld¾h uKAv,hg;a fï rfÜ udkj 

iïm;a ixj¾Ok" wOHdmk yd ixialD;sl lghq;= Ndr weu;sjrhd f,i uf.a yDohx.u 

ia;+;sh m< lrñ' fujka Wmdê m%odfkda;aij foaYkhlg wdrdOkd lsÍfuka ud fj; lrk 

,o f.!rjh ms<sn|j kej; jrla lD;{;dj m< lrñka udf.a foaYkh wjika lsÍug 

leue;af;ñ'

2003.07.16
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New Trends in University Education: 
The Need for Re-evaluation and Reform

Dr. Karunasena Koditueakkau

I consider it a privilege and an honour to deliver this keynote address at this convocation ceremony 
held to award degrees to the graduates of the external degree programme of the University where 

I served first as a lecturer, then as competent authority, and finally as the Vice Chancellor. 

Vidyodaya Pirivena which was founded in Maligakanda, Colombo, under the leadership of Venerable 
Hikkaduve Sri Sumangala Nayaka Thero in 1873 was granted the University status since 1959. The first 
Vice Chancellor of this University was Venerable Welivitiye Sri Soratha Nayaka Thera. He was able to 
develop this University into a center of higher learning with his indefatigable strength and courage 
overshadowing even other contemporary universities. The Venerable Thero was the pioneer of 
introducing the field of management in to Sri Lankan universities. Later he was able to establish this 
University in 25 acres of land which was originally donated to Sri Sunethra Devi Pirivena of Pepiliyana 
by the King Parakramabahu VI in order to transfer merit to his mother, queen Sunethara Devi. The 
University of Sri Jayewardenepura, which is located on this land, thus epitomises this meritorious act 
of the royal family. The university established a separate unit since 1979 for the external degree 
examinations. This is its first batch of students to receive degrees at a convocation ceremony. The 40th 
anniversary of the demise of the late Venerable Sorata will be commemorated at a ceremony tomorrow, 
the 17th of July. Due to these two reasons, I consider today to be a historic day.

I am extremely happy to hear that the University of Sri Jayewardenepura has organized this ceremony 
to award degrees for these young men and women who have achieved their academic goals with 
determination largely through self- study, with some guidance and assistance of the resources of the 
University. I myself, as a beneficiary of the free education system, salute the University of Sri 
Jayewardenepura, the Vice Chancellor, the members of the Senate and the Faculty Members for their 
effort to preserve and develop the concept of free education in this country. It is the fervent hope of the 
present government to foster and develop meaningfully the free education system in Sri Lanka. Although 
a comprehensive modernization is now taking place in the general and vocational education system due 
to the large amount of foreign aid coming in, this is not intended at all to curtail the existing free 
education of the country. The participation of non- governmental organizations and professionals is 
expected to be of complementary assistance to implement the educational policy and planning of the 
government.

We intend to establish realistic and practical educational programmes in order to alleviate the many 
problems such as poverty and unemployment that we face today in this country. These programmes 
should be carried out under broad educational reforms in accordance with the aims and objectives 
related to the economic development of the country and the needs of the modern world. The attention 
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of the Sri Lankan universities must be geared to introduce and conduct new academic programmes. 
These new programmes, in addition to the existing academic courses, must help the society to develop 
its new thinking process and to build up proficiency and skills needed to survive within this competitive 
economic framework of today.

It is high time for us to consider modernizing and reforming not only the existing internal degree 
programmes but also the external degree programmes of the universities. The Universities should 
develop and distribute management skills and technical knowledge among the young men and women 
through out the island. I would like to elaborate on this point as well as on the reforms and their 
relevance to the field of education.

With the termination of the British administration in 1948, we began to govern this country as an 
independent nation. However it is a well known fact that the political, economic and social development 
of the country since then have been unsatisfactory to say the least. During this time we engaged in two 
battles which lasted up to the end of the year 2001, beginning with a political and ideological battle 
which ultimately led to massive human destruction. The governments of our neighbouring countries as 
well as others in the region, which used to trail behind us in development by a number of years, have 
now superceded us by several decades. Severe economic regression, the disintegration of our society, 
the loss of thousands of human lives and other misfortunes are the disastrous results that we gained by 
this.

The changes that the globalization process has brought and is still bringing have created a borderless 
competitive world where knowledge and skills are given pride of place. A situation has been created 
where no country can achieve successful development without obeying the dictates of a laissez-faire 
economy. No chance is given for a country, specially a third world country, to develop in isolation in 
this globalized world. The lack of a medium of communication and distance that had posed obstacles to 
the relationship among countries are now rendered meaningless by the emergence of some languages 
as universal languages and the development in the field of information technology. Thereby, knowledge 
of a universal language and skill in information technology are prerequisites for meeting the challenges 
of this borderless competitive world. They have become the basic tools for gathering skills and 
competitiveness of a particular society. They have become a determiner of economic progress. Countries 
like Finland, The United States of America, Singapore, Sweden, Iceland, Canada, Denmark, Taiwan and 
Germany which had paid attention to developing their skills in information technology record the 
highest per capita income. This has proved the link between information technology and economic 
development.

Given this background, the most farsighted step we can take today for the future prosperity of Sri 
Lanka is comprehensive human development. This can be done only by completely overhauling and 
modernizing the field of education. This modernizing process should take place not only at a university 
level but also at the level of “general education” which includes the school system and the vocational 
training institutes. The present government has recognized this need as a priority in development. 
Already steps have been taken to plan implemented action. I would like to speak briefly about some of 
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these. The Ministry of Education has already launched a massive project to develop the skills of school 
children in information technology and to introduce English as a universal language. We have been 
given aid by both the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank for this purpose. 800 school 
computer centers will be established before the end of this year under the secondary education 
development project funded by the Asian Development Bank. Already 212 centers in 22 districts have 
been successfully established. In addition, steps will be taken to create 200 more centers before the end 
of 2004. English will be introduced as a universal language in two ways. That is, by providing 
opportunities for the learning of English as well as creating the possibility of studying in the English 
medium. The teaching of English will be broadened at primary and secondary levels at schools as well 
as in the national institutes of education by this project funded by the World Bank. The present 
government hopes to make a series of changes in the entire university system as well. The first successful 
step has been taken towards it already.

There are some more essential elements needed for this modernization process. That is the interest 
and the contribution of the university community, the generous commitment and contribution of 
school teachers, the understanding and commitment of university and school students, the guidance 
and encouragement of parents. It is an important task of the academic staff of the universities as well as 
the school teachers to guide students towards commitment to their education instead of belief in 
meaningless political ideologies and this should be done with the involvement of parents as well. These 
elements should join together in order to endow the country with a group of sons and daughters who 
evaluate social values within the cultural tradition of Sri Lanka. It is our duty and responsibility to 
protect the intelligent and educated young men and women who pursue their higher studies in 
universities, technical colleges and other institutes of higher learning. We must prevent them from 
getting involved in destructive forces that obstruct their academic goals. Sri Lanka is a poor country. It 
has suffered greatly due to debt, economic recession and an ethnic war which lasted for more than two 
decades. Our future destiny under these circumstances will be an unhappy one if we do not invest 
properly the money that we receive in education. Therefore it is very important to direct our young 
men and women to achieve beneficial results from the money that we spend for education. Our duty is 
to advise and direct them in the correct path. It is a social responsibility. We can create the mutual 
understanding and ethnic harmony through the proper communication. In addition, the non-
governmental sector and professionals should also contribute towards this process. They should actively 
contribute towards the changes taking place in the field of education. In this way they will complement 
the programmes initiated by the government. This will help in providing development opportunities to 
all sectors of society.

We hope that this two fold effort that of providing opportunities for developing skills in information 
technology and of learning the universal language will enable the present and future generations to 
capture a past that they had lost and to enter the fast moving world of information technology with a 
giant leap to have a share of all benefits.

Graduates as well as undergraduates will be able to face the challenges of the future if only they are 
equipped with knowledge of information and universal language in addition to the subjects they have 
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studied. Though many universities have already given the necessary resources for this purpose, only a 
very few students make use of them. This has to change. University lecturers should make suggestions 
as to how things could be improved and make a speedy contribution towards this change. All of you who 
are receiving degrees today have achieved an important victory in your life. I trust you that you would 
have given thought to the acquiring of the skills that I have talked about, along with this education you 
have received as external students perhaps while you were involved in a profession. This will make the 
victory you have achieved by being honoured with a degree, so much the greater.

As the Minister of Human Resources, Education and Cultural Affairs, I wish to convey my heartfelt 
thanks to the Vice Chancellor, the academic staff, Registrar and the administrative staff for organizing 
this excellent convocation ceremony to award external degrees for these young men and women who 
have missed the opportunity by one or two marks to enter the university as internal students. I would 
like to conclude my speech by wishing all of you a very bright future and also by expressing my gratitude 
to the university for inviting me to deliver this convocation address.

2003.07.16
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