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{dk iudchl ld¾hNdrh

uydpd¾h tï' tï' lreKdkdhl

Wml=,m;s;=uka yd mYapdoa Wmdê wOHhk mSGfha mSGdêm;s;=ñhka ikd;k iNdj;a 

Wmdê m%odfkda;aij foaYkh meje;aùu i|yd udyg wdrdOkd lsÍu ud ,o úfYaI 

f.!rjhla fia i,lñ' wo Èk Tn m%:fudamdêfhka o mYapdoa Wmdê ämaf,daudj,ska yd 

mYapdoa Wmdêfhka o msÿï ,eîfï ika;=Iaáodhl wjia:dfjys Tn yd tlaùug ,eîu ud ,o 

Nd.Hhla nj lsj hq;= h' Tfí wOHhk ld¾h uia;lm%dma;sh o thska Tn w;am;a fldg 

.kakd ÔjkdNsjDoaêh o ms<sn| Tfí Woafõ.S ixfõokdjka fya;=fjka Tn ,nkakd jQ m%fudaoh 

Tn iu.ska tla j uu o ú| .ksñ' wNsudkj;a úYajúoHd,h iudch miqfldg Tn uyd 

iudchg m%úIag ùu ixfla;j;a flfrk fï wjia:dfjys mj;ajkq ,nk uf.a fï foaYkfha 

§ zz{dk iudchl ld¾hNdrhZZ ms<sn| j lreKq lsysmhla Tng fufkys lsÍug ie,eiaùu 

udf.a wNsm%dh hs'

{dk iudch hkq l=ulao@

z{dk iudchZ hkak m<uq jrg jHjydrhg meñ‚fha j¾I 1969 § mSg¾ v%l¾ (Peter 
Drucker) úiska iïmdÈ; The Age of Discontinuity kï lD;sfhks' {dkh ke;fyd;a ±kqu 

iudchl m%Odk iïm; njg m;a ù we;ehs tys ,d ;¾l l< Tyq wkd.;fha ìysjk úYd,;u 

Y%u n,ldh jkafka {dk ls%hdlrejka h hk u;h o bÈßm;a lf<ah' Tyq mjik mßÈ 

wOHdmkh yd ixj¾Okh;a" mqyqKqj fyj;a wNHdih;a {dk iudchl m%Odkdx. fia ie,fla'

;okka;r j frdìka uekafi,a (Robin Mansell) yd  ksflda iafg¾ (Nico Stchr) fom< o 

z{dk iudchZ hk ixl,amh j¾Okh lsÍug odhl jQy' uekqt,a leiag,aia (Manuel Casrells) 
úiska 1990 oYlfha § information society ^ú{dmk iudch& hk fhÿu y÷kajd fok ,È' 

ú{dmk iudchl iudÔh yd wd¾Ól lghq;= iïnkaOfhka fukau fm!oa.,sl Ôú; 

iïnkaOfhka zzm%jD;a;s fyj;a f;dr;=re flakaøSh fyj;a m%uqL N+ñldj bgq lrhs'ZZ wd¾Ól 

m%.;sh iïnkaOfhka isÿ flfrk {dk Ndú;h ye¢kaùu i|yd we;eï úoaj;ayq zz{dk 

wd¾ÓlhZZ (knowledge cconomy) hk fhÿu jHjydr lr;s' fï foaYkfha § {dk iudch 

hkak fhdod .efkkqfha fï ish¨ w¾: wka;¾.; jk mßoafoks'

{dk iudch hkak jHjydrhg .ekSug fndfyda l,lg fmr isg udkj iudch úIfhys 

{dkfhys we;s jákdlu uekúka y÷kd .kq ,en ;sì‚' wm úYajúoHd,hfha wdo¾Y mdGh 

jk zúÊcd Wmam;;x fiÜGdZ hkak {dkh fyj;a úoHdj ^ixúOdkd;aul {dkh& iïnkaO 

fn!oaO ixcdkkh leáfldg olajkakls' zziEu wd¾Ól l%uhla u" fl;rï ir, wd¾Ól 

l%uhla jqj o" f.dú;ek" leŒï yd bÈ lsÍu jeks lghq;= isÿ lrk wdldrh iïnkaOfhka 

ta iudcfhys mj;akd {dkh u; mokï j we;s nj fcdaka fydagka (Johe Houghton) yd mSg¾ 

Ysydka (Peter Sheehan) fmkajd fo;s' ta wkqj hï iudchl iudc m%d.aOkh (social capital) ilia 
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lrkafka {dkh hs' tfia kï" {dk iudchl iqúfYaI;d ljf¾o hkak flfrys wm wjOdkh 

fhduq úh hq;=h' idïm%odhsl iudchl {dkh ixialD;sl jifhka  LKAvkh jQjla o wjldYSh 

j mß.; jQjla o fjhs' jeäÿrg;a úia;r lr; fyd;a" idïm%odhsl {dkfha by< wx. fia 

ie,flk Ys,amYdia;%" ffjoHl¾uh" lDIsl¾uh jeks ±kqï wx. m%N+ iudch úiska wdrlaId 

lr mj;ajd .kq ,enQ tajd h' tfy;a" {dk iudchl {dkh hkq m%Odk jifhka u me;sreKq 

{dkhls; ke;fyd;a iuia; iudchg u ysñ {dkhls' fÊïia fÊ' vv¾iagdÜâ (James J. 
Duderstadt) fufia mjihs' 

zzwo wms mYapd;aaa - ld¾ñl" {dkh mokï fldg.;a iudchla lrd fõ.fhka mßKduh 

fjñka isákafkuq''' uQ,H yd fN!;sl m%d.aOkhg ysñ jQ ia:dkh nqoaêúIhl m%d.aOkh - nqoaê 

uysuh - úiska ysñ lr .kakd wjia:djla Wod ù we;s nj meyeÈ,s h' meyeÈ,sj u wms kj 

f,dalhlg msúfiñka isáuq' th ±kqï hq.h hs' {dkh - tkï YslaIs; ckhd yd Tjqkaf.a 

woyia - Bg msúfik m%Odk Wmdhud¾.sl iïm; fõ'ZZ

{dk iudchl m%.uH wx.

{dk iudchl m%.uH wx. lsysmhls' ta w;=ßka {dk iudch f.dv kexùug yd mj;ajd 

.ekSu i|yd olaIsKd¾Of.da,fha rdcHhka flfrys ;SrKd;aul wx. fia ie,lsh yels 

lsysmhla fuys,d y÷kajd §ug uu woyia lrñ'

idlaIr iudchlg ú{dmk ikafoaYk Ys,aml%uh ;SrKd;aul wx.hla fjhs' tfia fyhska 

ú{dmk yd ikafoaYk ;dlaI‚l ud¾. i|yd myiq m%fõY ud¾. iïmdokh lsÍu w;HjYH 

fõ' tfy;a W;a;rd¾Of.da,fha rdcHhkag fuka fkd j olaIsKd¾Of.da,fha rdcHhkag 

ú{dmk yd ikafoaYk ;dlaI‚l ud¾. i|yd myiq m%fõY ud¾. úr, jk w;r tajd iq¿ 

msßilf.a taldêldrh hgf;a mj;S' m%Odk m%Yakhla jkafka f,dalfha wm fjfik l,dmfha 

nyq;r ckhdg ú{dmk yd ikafoaYk ;dlaI‚l ud¾. i|yd myiq m%fõY ud¾. fkdue;s 

ùu hs' fï .eg¨j ch .ekSu i|yd ú{dmk yd ikafoaYk ;dlaI‚l ud¾. i|yd myiq 

ud¾. iys; fmdÿ ia:dk iq,n lsÍug hqfkiafldaj fulS rgj,g Wmfoia § ;sfí' tfy;a 

fujeks Wml%uhl id¾:l;ajh fun÷ rgj, w.kqjßka wE; m%foaYj,g úÿ,sn,h jeks 

fN!;sl há;, myiqlï iemhSug ta rgj,a i;= YlH;dj u; r|d mj;s'

;j;a m%.uH wx.hla kï zú{dmk fma%rŒhZ (information driven) wdh;khkays  meje;au 

hs' fuhska woyia flfrkqfha ;SrK yd m%;sm;a;s iïmdokh Wfoid Wmßu jifhka ú{dmkdx. 

fhdod .kakd wdh;k hs' fun÷ wdh;k ú{dmkdx. W;amdokh fuka u ish wdh;ksl cd, 

ud¾.fhka tajd ú;rKfha o ksr; jk wdh;k úh hq;= h' tfy;a ixj¾Okh fjñka mj;akd 

iudchkays ú{dmkdx. yd o;a; ú;rKh myiq ld¾hhla fkd fõ' vka" weÜlska yd 

gjqkafikaâ hk wh úiska 1997 § fmkajd § we;s mßÈ zú{dmk fm%arŒh ud¾. rys; yd 

ks,n,l%uh úiska ta i|yd iqúfYaI wjfrdaOhka ckkh fldg we;s mßiaÓ;Skays o;a; 

ú;rKh m%YakldÍ fjhs' tmuKla fkdj" iduQysl wNsu;d¾:hkaf.ka f;dr ùu fya;=fjka 

ú{ma;Skays wndO m%jdyh j<lajd,kq ,en ;sfí'
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{dk iudchl {dkh mD:q, mokula iys; jQjla úh hq;= h' iudchl ish¨ fldgia" 

iudc nysIalrKhg yd wdka;sllrKhg fya;= jk fldgia mjd ta mokug wh;a úh hq;= fõ' 

{dk iudch ú>á; iudchla úh fkd yels h' Y%s;Sh idlaIr;djla (functional literacy) iys; 

ck fldÜGdih tjka iudchl ;:H Ñyakh fjhs' wdjiaÓl idlaIr;dj i|yd úêu;a 

wOHdmkh yd wúêu;a wOHdmkh hk moaO;Skays l%uj;a ikaOdkhla wjYH fõ' iEu ia;rhl 

u hdjÔj wOHhkh Èß .ekaùu wjYH h' mß.Kl YslaIKh wdY%s; {dkh yd ir, úoHdj 

(soft science) úêu;a wOHdmkhla fkdue;s whg wúêu;a wOHdmkh ud¾.fhka y÷kajd 

§fuka wd¾Ól yd iudÔh wNsj¾Okh i|yd fhdod .; hq;= fõ'

{dkh hkafkka ;dlaI‚l yd úoHd;aul {dkh muKla ie,lSula fiiq {dk moaO;s 

bka bj;a lsÍu;a úfYaIfhka u ngysr rgj, ±lsh yels idudkH ;;a;ajh hs' {dk iudchla 

i|yd tjeks w¾:l:khla fhda.H fkd jk nj ±ka y÷kd f.k ;sfí' la,stka yd y¾Yafphsï 

1996 § fmkajd ÿka mßÈ {dkh hkak wdkqN+;sl o;a; ixÑ;hla fyda yqÿ úoHd;aul ±kqu 

,nd §ula fyda muKla fkd j mdrïmßl j rdYsN+; jQ udkj m%{dj o we;=<;a jQjls' iudch 

;:H {dk mokï iudchla njg m;a lsÍu i|yd wjldYSh yd ixialD;sl jifhka m%Nskak 

{dk moaO;Ska iu`. kQ;k ;dlaIK-úoHd;aul {dkh iuld,sllrKh flfrys ±ka 

wjOdkh fhduq ù ;sfí' iajfoafYdaoaNj {dkh ckY%e;Hd.; {dkh yd idïm%odhsl {dkfhys 

WmßiajrEm hkqfjka j¾.SlrKh l< yelsh' ckY%e;Hd.; {dkh wjldYSh j iSud jQ 

woDYHudk {dkhla jifhka mj;akd w;r th udkj m%.;slrKh i|yd mdod Ndú;hg .; 

hq;= fõ'

{dk iudchla b.ekaùu yd m¾fhaIK iïnkaO kj udÈ,sfha m%fõYhka fhdod .ekSfï 

YlH;dj iys; ls%hdYS,s úYajúoHd,h yd ;D;Shsl wOHdmk moaO;sfhys m%;sIAGdj ,eìh hq;= 

fõ' ú{dmk ikafoaYk Ys,aml%u Ndú;h jeo.;a jk kuqÿ th ks¾udKd;aul {dfkda;amdok 

ld¾hhg fhoúh hq;= fõ' úYajúoHd,h yd Wiia wOHdmk wdh;k foaYSh j yd zwka;¾cd,h" 

iduQysl ixj¾Ok mßiaÓ;s yd w;:H iNd wdÈhZ ud¾.fhka foaYiSudjkaf.ka neyerg hñka 

o {dk iuQy f.dv ke.Su w;sYhska jeo.;a fjhs' fï i|yd ld¾hdrïNfhys ksr; jk w;r 

u tajd idudkHlrKh lsÍug o olaIsKd¾Of.da,fha rdcH ls%hd l< hq;= fõ'

{dk iudc iQpl msysgqùfï wjYH;dj ;j;a m%.uH wx.hla jifhka y÷kd .kakd 

hqfkiaflda wdh;kh j¾I 2005 § iïmdÈ; ;D;Shsl wOHdmkh ms<sn| wka;¾cd;sl jd¾;dfjys 

ta ms<sn| j i|yka lrhs' {dk iudchla lrd .uka lsÍfï m%.;sh uekSfï § úoHd ;dlaI‚l 

o¾Yl u; msysgd lghq;= lsÍfï ±ä m%jK;djla mj;akd neúka {dk iudchkays ixfhda.S 

udk fia ie,lsh yels wOHdmkh" ixialD;sh yd ú{dmkh jeks wfkl=;a udk m%h;ak lrd 

fhduq úh hq;= nj jd¾;dj fhdackd lrhs'

{dk iudch iïnkaO m%Odk m%Yak

ó<`.g olaIsKd¾Of.da,fha rdcHhkays {dk ks¾udK jHdmD;s yd iïnkaO jk m%Odk 

m%Yak lsysmhla flfrys wjOdkh fhduq lsÍu jeo.;a fjhs' W;=re yd ol=Kq jifhka {dkh 

fn§ ;sîu fï w;=ßka jeä wjOdkh fhduq l< hq;= m%Yakhls' óg m%Odk fya;=jla jkafka 

ol=K iu`. ii|k úg W;=re ú{dmk ikafoaYk Ys,aml%u iïnkaOfhka jdis iys; ia:dkhl 
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msysgd isàu hs' {dk iudchla lrd hk f;audfjka j¾I 2007 § ksl=;a lrk ,o hqfkiaflda 

jd¾;dj fmkajd fokafka ú{dmk ikafoaY Ys,aml%u yd ;dlaI‚l fuj,ï Ndú;h i|yd 

myiqlï w;ska we;s mr;rh (digital divide) ixj¾Okh fjñka mj;akd yd ixj¾ê; rgj,a 

w;r mj;akd {dk ú;rKfhys fn§ug (knowledge divide) fya;= ù we;s njhs' fï fya;=fjka 

wvq ixj¾Ok uÜgul mj;akd rgj,a ;=< o {dk mr;rh jeäùu isÿ úh yels nj o tys 

;jÿrg;a fmkajd § ;sfí' úiïnkaë iudchkays meje;au flfrys wkd.; {dk iudc 

n,mdkafka flfia o hk m%Yakh o tys ,d u;= flf¾'

ú{dmk ikafoaYk ud¾. i|yd myiq m%fõY we;s yd tfia fkdue;s fldgia w;r mj;akd 

fjkialï (knowledge divide) fya;=fjka cks; jQ wdka;sllrKh ;Sj% flfrk ;j;a idOl 

ls%hd;aul fjhs' W;a;rd¾Of.da,fha rdcHhkays úYajúoHd,h yd úoHd ;dlaI‚l wdh;k 

{dk W;amdokh fj<| NdKAvhla njg m;a lsÍug hqyqiq¨ jkq ±l .; yels h' fuys 

wka;¾.; ksys;d¾:h jkqfha {dk jd‚clrKh hs' {dk ks¾ñ; i|yd mdßfNda.sl w.hla 

wfmalaId lsÍu ixj¾Okh fjñka mj;sk rdcH iïnkaOfhka wk¾:hls' fï yd iu.dó j 

olaIsKd¾Of.da,fha rdcHhka lrd {dk iïfm%aIKfhys m%udohla we;sùu je<elaùu fkdyels 

h' fuh {dk iudchl uqLH wfmalaIdj jk {dk ú;rKh ÿ¾j, lrkakls' W;a;rd¾Of.

da,fha rdcHhkays ú{dmk yd ikafoaYk ;dlaI‚l ud¾.dY%s; jHdmdr (knowledge industry) 
i|yd Wmia;ïNl jk iïnkaO;d cd,hla úYajúoHd,h yd fjk;a ;dlaI‚l wdh;k;a 

wod< jHdmdr;a w;r ls%hd;aul jqj o olaIsKd¾Of.da,fha rdcHhkays tjeks ld¾hdj,shla 

olakg fkd ,efí'

ú{dmk ikafoaYk ud¾. i|yd myiq msúiqï iys; yd rys; fldgia w;r mj;akd 

fjkialï ;Sj% lrk ;j;a idOlhla jkafka {dk úirKh (knowledge diffusion) iïnkaOfhka 

uOHh yd mßêh w;r we;s wiudk;dj hs' fuhska woyia flfrkafka kj ±kqu uQ,sl 

jifhka W;a;rd¾Of.da,Sh rdcHhkays § W;amdokh jk nj yd wk;=rej olaIsKd¾Of.da,Sh 

rdcHhka lrd úirKh jk nj hs' c¾.ka yn¾udia Theory of Communicative Action kï 

lD;sfhka 1981 § fmkajd ÿka mßÈ fï úirK ld¾hh uqo, yd n,h úiska md,kh flfrk 

zud¾.ks¾K udOHZ (steering media) N+ñldj u`.ska n, .ekafjkakls' ú{dmk mdol {dk 

ú;rKh fï jk úg ud¾.ks¾K udOH md,kh flfrk n,fõ.h njg m;a j ;sfí' {dk 

ia:djr;ajh i|yd jk wiu ld¾hdj,sh o W;a;rd¾Of.da,Sh rdcH yd olaIsKd¾Of.da,Sh 

rdcH w;r mj;akd {dk mr;rfhys fjkialï ;jÿrg;a mj;ajd f.k hdug ;j;a idOlhla 

ù we;' fï {dk ia:djr;aj ls%hdj,sh uq¿ukska u W;=f¾ rdcH úiska isÿ flfrk m¾fhaIK 

u; mokï fjhs' W;=f¾ rdcH úiska wdrïN fldg m< flfrk yd wka;¾.;fhys 

.=Kd;aulNdjh ±ä f,i mÍlaIdjg ,la flfrñka mj;ajd f.k hkq ,nk wka;¾cd;sl 

uÜgfuys ,d ie,flk Ydia;S%h ix.%y u`.ska fï i|yd myiqlï iemfhhs' ish m%ldYk t<s 

±laùfï § fï wkaofï u ie,ls,a,lska lghq;= lrk wka;¾cd;sl m%ldYh wdh;k o W;=f¾ 

rdcHhkays ls%hd;aul fjhs' fï jQ l,s meyeÈ,s j u" zm¾fhaIK ixialD;shZ hkqfjka y÷kajkq 

,eìh yels ;;a;ajfhys m%;sM,hls' fuh ol=fKa rdcHhkays Ydia;S%h yd m¾fhaIK lafIA;%hkays 

±lsh fkdyels h'
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Y%S ,xldfõ {dk iudchla i|yd wdrïNl mshjr

j¾;udkfha Y%S ,xldfõ jeäysá ck.ykfhka idlaIr;d uÜgu 98] ls' fï uÜgu j¾I 

2015 § 100] f;la by< kexùu wfmalaIs; h' idlaIr;dj iys; mqoa.,hl= f,i ie,flkafka 

zztÈfkod Ôú;hg wod< flá ir, jdlHhla lshjd wjfndaO fldg .ekSug yd w¾:h jgyd 

.ksñka ,sùugZZ yelshdj we;af;ls' flfia jqj o" fï ks¾jpkh Y%s;Sh idlaIr;dj ms<sn| 

mQ¾K w¾:hla fkd fokakls' úêu;a wOHdmk l%uhg wkq.; ùug wfmdfydi;a jQjka yd 

mdi,a yer hkakka i|yd wOHdmk wjia:d ,nd§fï wjYH;dj iïnkaOfhka cd;sl wOHdmk 

fldñifï wjOdkh fhduq ù ;sfí' wúêu;a wOHdmk l%u u`.ska ika;;sl wOHdmkh i|yd 

úl,am jevigyka bÈßm;a lsÍu ms<sn|j o fldñiu ish ie,ls,a, fhduq lrhs' idlaIr;d 

uOHia:dk" Y%s;Sh idlaIr;d uOHia:dk yd m%cd wOHdmk uOHia:dk u`.ska wúêu;a wOHdmkh 

,nd§fï jev ms<sfj<la fï jk úg o ls%hd;aul fjñka mj;s'

Y%S ,xldj m%n, m%d:ñl yd oaú;Shsl mdGYd,d moaO;shla iys; ùu jeo.;a ;;a;ajhls' j¾I 

2001 § ú{dmk ;dlaIKh mdi,a úIh ud,djg tla lrk ,oafoa ú{dmk ikafoaYk Ys,aml%u 

u`.ska n,.ekajqKq Y%S ,xldjla ìys lsÍfï wruqK we;sj h' oaú;Shsl mdGYd,djkays mß.Kl 

b.ekqï uOHia:dk oyila ia:dmkh lsÍu i|yd oaú;Shsl wOHdmk kùlrK jHdmD;sh 

wdrïN lrk ,È' fï jHdmD;sfha fojk wÈhr hgf;a myiqlï wvq yd hqoaOfhka mSvdjg m;a 

m%foaYhkays f;dard .;a mdi,aj, há;, myiqlï" iïm;a" l<ukdlrKh" .=rejreka yd 

bf.kqï - b.ekaùï iïm;a wfmalaIs; uÜgulg jeäÈhqKq lsÍu i|yd jev ms<sfj<la 

bÈßm;a flß‚' j¾I 2006  isg ls%hd;aul jk wOHdmk ixj¾Ok jevigyfkys m%Odk 

wruqKla jkafka uQ,sl yd oaú;Shsl wOHdmkh i|yd idOdrK m%fõY wjia:d j¾Okh hs'

Y%S ,xld f;dr;=re ;dlaIK wêldßh (ICTA) msysgqùu ú{dmk ikafoaYk Ys,aml%u 

jHdma;shg .kakd ,o m%uqL mshjrls' wêldßh u`.ska b - Y%S ,xld jevigyk hgf;a msysgqjk 

,o keKi, uOHia:dk cd,h .%dóh m%foaYhkays ú{dmk ikafoaYk Ys,aml%u m%p,s; lsÍug 

.;a tla mshjrls' j¾I 2005 § 5] la muK jQ Èjhsfka ú{dmk ikafoaYk Ys,aml%u jHdma;sh 

fï jk úg 30] l uÜgug j¾Okh ù ;sîu fï jevms<sfjf<a id¾:l;ajh m%lg lrhs' fï 

j¾OkSh ;;a;ajh is;a weo .kakdiq¨ jqj o tys ,d we;eï ixfrdaO o fjhs' f,dal nexl=fõ 

Y%S ,xldj i|yd jk ixj¾Ok iúh (The Sri Lanka Devolpment Forum) (2007) fufia olajd 

we;'

zzixj¾Okh fjñka mj;sk rgj, {dk wd¾Ólhla f.dvke`.Sfï m%Odk wruqK iEu 

mqrjeishl=g u idOdrK ñ,lg ú{dmk ikafoaYk ud¾. i|yd m%fõY myiqlï ie,lSfuka 

úoHd ;dlaI‚l ch.%yKhkays m%;sM, wiudk f,i fn§ hdu ksid cks; jQ we;s ke;s 

mr;rh iukh lsÍu hs' j¾;udk Y%S ,xldfõ mj;akd wjdisiy.; ;;a;ajhla jkqfha 

wka;¾cd, m%fõY ud¾. iSud iys; ùu;a ol=Kq yd w.aksÈ. wdishdkq rgj,a yd ii|k l, 

iïnkaO;d i|yd by< ñ,la f.ùug isÿ ùu;ah'ZZ

Y%S ,xldfõ úYajúoHd,h moaO;sh yd wkqnoaO wdh;kj,ska iukaú; ;D;Shsl wOHdmk 

lafIa;%h úYsIAg uÜgul mj;skakls' mß.Klh ms<sn| Y%S ,dxflah wka;¾ úYajúoHd, lñgqj 

úYajúoHd, m%;smdok fldñIka iNdfõ ú{dmk ;dlaIKh ms<sn| ia:djr lñgqj f,i 
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lghq;= lrhs' úYajúoHd,h lsysmhl u mß.Kl úoHd wOHhkdxY fyda mß.Kl bxðfkare 

wOHhkdxY fyda wdrïN lr we;s w;r jeä .Kkla mSGdkqnoaO mß.Kl úoHd.drj,g 

wu;r j mß.Kl uOHia:dk o wdrïN fldg we;' wOHhkdxY lsysmhla u mß.Kl fhojqï 

mdGud,d o mj;ajhs NIBM, SLIDA, NIE yd SLITT jeks wdh;k o {dk iudchla b,lal lr 

.;a mdGud,d ls%hd;aul lrhs' úfoaY úYajúoHd,hj,g wkqnoaO j msysgqjd we;s fm!oa.,sl 

wOHdmk wdh;k .Kkdjla o {dk wd¾Ólfha wjYH;djkag ixfõ§ j lghq;= lrkq ±l .; 

yels h' tajdfha wNsu;d¾:h kï nyqck ú{dmkh" ikafoaYk Ys,aml%u yd udkj iïm;a 

ixj¾Okh jeks lafIa;%j,g wh;a úIh ms<sn| m%uqL wdh;k njg m;a ùu hs' tajd m%Odk 

úoHd;aul lafIa;%hkays wjYH;d imqrd,Sug wfmalaId fkd lrhs' Y%S ,xldj {dk iudchlg 

msúiqu fõ.j;a lsÍfï wruq‚ka wkd.;fha § fm!oa.,sl úYajúoHd, ìysùu;a iu`. ;D;Shsl 

wOHdmk lafIa;%h ;jÿr úúOdx.SlrKhg ,lajkq we;' wfma úYajúoHd,h moaO;sfhys we;s 

m%lg W!k;djla kï m¾fhaIK lghq;= i|yd wvq m%uqL;djla ±laùu hs' mYapdoa Wmdê 

wdh;kj, yd mYapdoa Wmdê mSGhkays o m¾fhaIKj,g jvd b.ekaùu flfrys keUqrejla 

mj;S'

úoHd yd ;dlaI‚l wdh;kj, o m¾fhaIK m%;sodk wfmalaIs; uÜgug jvd wvq nj ±l 

.; yels h' fï ;;a;ajhg tla fya;=jla jkafka úoHd;aul yd ;dlaI‚l lghq;= i|yd 

fhofjk wdfhdack wju uÜgul mej;Su hs' th Èjhsfka o< cd;sl wdodhfuka 0'13] ls' 

uE; § y÷kajd fok ,o úoHd ;dlaI‚l m%;sm;a;sh ^2011-2016& hgf;a fuh j¾I 2016 § o< 

cd;sl wdodhfuka 1'5] l uÜgula olajd jeä lsÍug wfmalaId flf¾' cd;sl ixj¾Okh 

i|yd uQ,sl yd jHjydßl úoHd wNsj¾Okh" OrŒh iïm;a l<ukdlrKh yd ld,.=K 

fjkialïj,g wkql+,kh fï ld¾hdj,sfhys wruqKq w;r fjhs'

{dk iudchl úYajúoHd,hkays N+ñldj

{dk iudchl úYajúoHd,hkays N+ñldj ms<sn| j úfYaIfhka i,ld ne,sug uu fuys ,d 

wfmalaId lrñ' {dk iudchla lrd ix,.ak ùfï § úYajúoHd,h YslaId ixúOdk njg 

mßj¾;kh úh hq;= h' tjeks mßj¾;khla i|yd úYajúoHd,hkays ks;H wdh;ksl ixidOk 

o iajhx kùlrK ixialD;shla ks¾udKh o wjYH h' fuh l< yelafla wOHhkdxY" mSG" 

ikd;k iNdj yd md,l iNdj fuka u mßmd,kh o wh;a jk úYajúoHd,fha .;sl 

l<ukdlrK hdka;%Kfhys wdh;ksl jHjia:d ud¾.fhks' ixLHd;aul j¾Okh jk ndysr 

wdh;k iu`. lghq;= lsÍu i|yd fujeks ixidOk ls%hdj,shla w;HjYH fõ' fhdað; 

fm!oa.,sl úYajúoHd,h iïnkaOfhka tjeks ;;a;ajhla wjYH fõ' flfia jqj o" 

úYajúoHd,hkays tjeks mßj¾;k ls%hdj,shla ukao.dó yd l,ska l,n, mj;ajk wdOdk.%dyS 

iïm%odhka úiska md,kh flfrkakla jkq we;' tfuka u úYajúoHd, m%;smdok fldñiu 

úiska mkjkq ,enQ ±ä iSud o ta flfrys n, mE yels h' {dk iudchl wNsfhda.hkag m%;spdr 

±laùug fhduq ùug kï úYajúoHd,j,g jeä iajdêldr n,hla wjYH h'

{dk iudchl § úYajúoHd,hkays m¾fhaIK ld¾h i|yd by< m%uqL;dj ie,ish hq;= h' 

mQ¾jfhys o fmkajd fok ,o wkaoug wfma úYajúoHd,h uq¿ukska u YslaIK úYajúoHd,h 

jk w;r m¾fhaIK ixialD;shla j¾Okh jkafka ukao.dó j h' úêu;a ie,eiaulg wkqj 

m¾fhaIK lsÍug kï óg jeä m%;snoaO;d wjYH fõ' m¾fhaIK flfrys fhduq jQ mßirhla 
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ks¾udKh lsÍug wjYH myiqlï iïmdokhg úYajúoHd,h fm%da;aidyS úh hq;= h' m¾fhaIKhla 

úúO úfYaI{;d we;s mqoa.,hkaf.ka iukaú; ls%hdldÍ iuQyhkays wka;¾ ls%hdldÍ;ajfha 

m%;sM,hla úh hq;= h' wka;¾ - úIhl yd nyqúIhl m¾fhaIK jeäÈhqKq lsÍu o tfiau 

jeo.;a h' Ydia;S%h m%ldYk t<s ±laùug úYajúoHd,h úiska mj;ajd f.k hkq ,nk 

ld¾hdj,sh o úYajúoHd,h m¾fhaIKhkays jeo.;a yd w;HjYH wx.hls' tfuka u" 

úYajúoHd,h wka;¾cd;sl uÜgfï ix.uk m¾fhaIKj,g o odhl úh hq;= h' fÊïia fÊ' 

vv¾iagdâg (James J. Duderstadt) fmkajd fok wkaoug zzm¾fhaIlhdf.a l=;=y,h ixis÷ùug 

fkd j c.;a wkqN+;Skag fhda.H m¾fhaIK ud;Dld f;dard .ekSfï wjYH;dj Woa.; ù ;sfí' 

{dkfha iajNdjh isÿ ù we;s ;;a;ajh úu¾Ykh fjkqjg kfjHda;amdok njg ú;eka fjñka 

mj;s'ZZ

;j;a jeo.;a wjYH;djla kï ,xldfõ úYajúoHd,h ld¾ñl yd úoHd ;dlaI‚l wdh;k 

iu. m%n, iïnkaO;d j¾Okh lr.; hq;= ùu hs' fïjd ixj¾Ok wjYH;d i|yd m¾fhaIK 

m%;sM, Wr.d ne,Sug wjldY ie,iSug iQodkï wdh;k úh hq;= h' úoHd ;dlaI‚l wdh;k 

iu`. mj;ajkq ,nk iïnkaO;d wfkHdakH m%;s,dN Wfoid woyia yd iQpkdj,g oaú;aj- 

ud¾.sl m%jdyhla i,ikakla o úh hq;= h' th {dk iudchl wjYH;d i|yd m¾fhaIKhkays 

ksr; úoHd{hkag u`. fy<s lsÍuls' cd;sl úoHd mokfï f;dr;=rej,g wkqj ,xldfõ § 

oY,laIhl ck.ykhla i|yd isákqfha m¾fhaIlhka 237 la muKla jqj o ixj¾ê; 

rdcHhkays m¾fhaIlhka ixLHdfõ idudkHh 3273 ls'

{dk iudchla f.dv ke`.Sfï ,d kQ;k {dkh yd iajfoafYdaoaNj {dkh iudfhdackfhka 

jvd;a mßiudma; {dk moaO;s j¾Okhg Y%S ,xldfõ úYajúoHd,h mshjr .; hq;= h' 

úYajúoHd,h u`.ska ls%hd;aul jk iajfoafYdaoaNj {dkh mßf,aLk.; lsÍfï ld¾hdj,shla 

úl,am {dk ks¾udK ld¾hh i|yd w¾:dkaú; wdrïNhla jkq we;' tu ld¾hdj,sh .eUqre 

wOHhk u`.ska bÈßhg f.k hd hq;= h' fuys ;SrKd;aul wxYh úh hq;af;a iajfoafYdaoaNj 

{dk moaO;Skays idrh .%yKh lr.ksñka tajd kQ;k {dk ks¾udK ld¾hhg fhdod .ekSu 

hs' Y%S ,xldj o we;=¿ ixj¾Okh fjñka mj;akd fndfyda rgj, iajfoafYdaoaNj {dkh i|yd 

nyqcd;sl jHdmdßlhka o ysñlï mjik ;;a;ajhla Wod ù we;s neúka úYajúoHd,hkag fuys 

,d cd;sl j.lSula o mejfrhs'

kj bf.kqï ixialD;shla ks¾udKh lsÍug odhl ùu úYajúoHd,hj,g mejfrk 

w;HjYH l¾;jHhls' b|ysg ;ekl foll yefrkakg ;ju;a úYajúoHd,hj, wkq.ukh 

flfrkqfha .;dkq.;sl b.ekaùï l%uh hs' jvd;a ks¾udKd;aul jQ" úYaIfhka u YsIHhdf.a 

úNj;dj idlaId;a lr .; yels wka;¾ls%hdldÍ YslaIK ud¾. ±ka y÷kd f.k ;sfí'  vhkd 

f,!ß,doa (Diana Laurillaed) úYajúoHd,hSh ±kqu fnod §u ms<sn| mqk¾jd§ WmiaÓ;shla y÷kajd 

fohs' th wkqjdoh ^kHdhg wod< Ndú;h (adaptation) yd m%;HdfõlaIKh ^Ndú;hg wod< 

kHdh (reflection)) hkqfjka l%u follska hqla; jQjls' YsIHhd .fõIKh yd wkdjrKh 

i|yd jQ m%hdkhlg fhduq lrk b.ekaùï l%u o y÷kd.kq ,en we;' b.ekaùï ld¾hfha § 

ú{dmk ikafoaYk Ys,aml%u Ndú;h ±ka úYajúoHd,hkays iïu; mßÑ;hls' wjYH jkqfha 

kj bf.kqï ud¾. újr lsÍug WÑ; ks¾udKd;aul ixfõofhka hqla; kfjHdaml%u Ndú;h 

hs'
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úYajúoHd,h iudc j.lSï iys; wdh;khla úh hq;= mßÈ u th ish iudc j.lSu ms<sn| 

kso¾Ylhla o úh hq;= h' ixj¾ê; rdcHhkays ish iudc j.lSu meyeÈ,s j m%ldY l< 

úYajúoHd,h o we;' tlai;a rdcOdksfha io¾,kaâ úYajúoHd,hh fï i|yd kso¾Ykhls' tys 

m%cdj" m%foaYh yd mßirh fj; fiajd imhk jHdmD;s wdrïN lr we;' th wms%ldkq 

.ïudkj,g Ôjk úmßKdu wdjrKhla jk mdkh i|yd msßisÿ c,h iemhSfï jHdmD;shlg 

bÈßm;a ù isà' fujeks ld¾h i|yd fhduq ùfï § Y%S ,xldfõ úYajúoHd,hj,g uQ,H 

ixfrdaOhkag uqyqK mEug isÿjk kuqÿ m%cd mdol ixj¾Ok jHdmD;Skays ksu.ak jk 

wdh;kj,g wjYH ;dlaI‚l" iudÔh yd p¾hduh úfYaI{Ndjh iemhsh yels h' úfYaIfhka 

u mYapdoaa ix>Ügk iuhl tjeks ixj¾Ok jHdmD;s wdrïN lsÍug Y%S ,xldjg fndfyda 

wjia:d t<ö ;sfí' tjeks jevms<sfj<la wfma úYajúoHd,h YsIHhkag f,dalh ms<sn| i;H 

w;a±lSï ,nd.eksug fuka u ;ud W.;a foh w;ayod ne,Sug o ud¾.hla jkq we;'

iudf,dapkh

iudc ls%hdOrhl= njg mßj¾;kh ùu i|yd Tn fï úYajúoHd,hfhka Wmd¾ckh l< 

nqoaê fl!Y,Hh" YlH;d yd ffkmqKHh Èjhsfka iudcd¾Ól wNsjDoaêh fjkqfjka mßYS,kh 

lrkq we;ehs hk WfoHda.S ufkdar:fhka hq;= j uu fï foaYkh iudma; lrñ' zzúÊcd 

Wmam;;x fiÜGdZZ ̂ W;amdÈ; ish,a, w;=ßka {dkh fY%AIAG fõ& hk úYajúoHd,Sh wdo¾YmdGh 

ixfõokSh;dfjka o wfk!oaO;Hfhka o hq;= j ikd: lsÍug Tn iu;a fj;ajd'

2010.12.14
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Engaging the Knowledge Society
Prof. M. M. Karunanayake

I consider it a singular honour to be invited by the Vice Chancellor, Dean, Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and the University Senate to deliver the convocation address. I am privileged to felicitate 

those of you who have been conferred your first degrees, postgraduate diplomas or the higher degrees 
today. I share with you, your sense of achievement and exuberance on this happy occasion. In my 
address I would like to provide some thoughts on the subject ‘engaging the knowledge society’, for you 
to reflect on, as you leave the portal of this prestigious university. What is a knowledge society?

It was Peter Drueker who used the term knowledge society for the first time in 1969 in his work 
titled The Age of Discontinuity. He argued knowledge has become the key resource that knows no 
geography. He surmised that in the future the largest working group will be the knowledge workers. In his 
view education and development, and to some degree training, is the central concern of a knowledge 
society.

Since then there have been others such as Robin Mansell and Nico Stehr who have contributed to 
the notion of a knowledge society. Manuel Castells in the late 1990s introduced the term information 
society. In an information society “information and access to information play a central role economically, 
socially and individually”. There are others who refer to a knowledge economy in which knowledge is 
used to produce economic benefits. We may assume that these different definitions are subsumed by the 
term knowledge society. In my address I use the term knowledge society in its most inclusive sense.

The value of knowledge to human society has been well understood long before the term knowledge 
society came into vogue. In fact the university motto “among all that rise knowledge is greatest” sums 
up the Buddhist perception of knowledge. John Houghton and Peter Sheehan have shown “that all 
economies, however simple, are based on knowledge about how, for example, to farm, to mine or 
build”. Therefore, knowledge forms the social capital of any community. What then is distinctive about 
a knowledge society? Knowledge in traditional society has been culturally fragmented and spatially 
circumscribed. Moreover, higher forms of traditional knowledge in science, medicine, agriculture, for 
example had been the preserve of elite groups. But in a knowledge society, knowledge is essentially 
distributed knowledge, which by extension is also shared knowledge. James J. Duderstadt (1997) states:

Today, we are evolving rapidly to a post-industrial, knowledge based society (...) It is clear that a 
transition is occurring in which intellectual capital -brain power- is replacing financial and physical 
capital the as key to our strength and well being. In a very real sense we are entering a new age, an Age 
of Knowledge, in which the key strategic resource necessary for prosperity has become knowledge that 
is educated people and their ideas.
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Imperatives of a knowledge society

There are many imperatives to be met in a knowledge society. I would like to highlight a few of them 
which I think are crucial, not only to create but also to sustain a knowledge society, with reference to 
the countries of the South. 

An important imperative of a knowledge society is to have an ICT literate population. Hence it is 
necessary to provide easy access to information and communication technology. But in the South unlike 
in the North access to ICT is very much a prerogative of the few. A basic problem is that ICT technologies 
are not affordable to very many people in our part of the world. UNESCO has advocated an increase in 
the number of places of community access to information and communication technologies as one way 
of overcoming this constraint. But the success of such a strategy will depend on the capacity of the 
countries of the South to provide physical infrastructure, particularly power transmission, to peripheral 
areas.

Another imperative is to have institutions that are ‘information driven’. Information driven 
institutions would make use of information to the fullest extent in their decision and policy making. 
Such institutions not only generate but also share information through institutional networking. But 
information and data sharing is not particularly easy in developing societies. As pointed out by Dunn, 
Atkins and Townsend (1997) data sharing is problematic in environments which are not ‘information 
driven’ and in which bureaucracy presents particular obstacles Furthermore free flow of information is 
prevented because the common goals are not shared. 

In a knowledge society, knowledge has to be broad based. All segments of society including those 
subject to social exclusion and marginalization have to be drawn into it. The implication is that a 
knowledge society cannot be a dissociated society. A functionally literate population has to be a hallmark 
of such a society. Functional literacy calls for well formulated formal and non-formal systems of 
education. Life-long learning should be encouraged at all levels. It is important to take ‘soft science’ to 
those with little or no formal education, through non-formal education to make it possible for them to 
apply knowledge for economic and social advancement.

A general tendency particularly in the West is to define knowledge in terms of techno scientific 
knowledge to the exclusion of other knowledge systems. But the inadequacy of such a definition of a 
knowledge society has now been recognized. As pointed out by Klicn and Hirschheim (1996) knowledge 
is not limited to what can be learned from/empirical data collection or scientific deduction alone but 
includes human insight and wisdom accumulated over generations. Emphasis is now placed on the need 
to synchronize spatially and culturally divergent knowledge systems with modern techno scientific 
knowledge to make society truly knowledge based. Indigenous knowledge may be classified into folk 
knowledge and the higher forms of traditional knowledge. Folk knowledge exists as spatially confined 
invisible knowledge which has to be ‘mined’ and made use of for the betterment of mankind.

A knowledge society has to be supported by a vibrant university and tertiary education system with 
a capacity to adopt innovative approaches to teaching and research. Use of ICT is important but it 
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should be made to contribute to creative knowledge making. It is also vital for universities and higher 
educational institutions to develop knowledge clusters locally and across borders through 'web portals', 
collaborative development environments and virtual meetings’ etc. While initiatives are evident in this 
direction in the countries of the South much remains to be done to generalize them.

UNESCO World Report on Tertiary Education (2005) recognizes the need to establish Knowledge 
Society indicators as yet another imperative. As there is an overwhelming tendency to depend on 
science and technology indicators to measure progress towards a knowledge society the report suggests 
that the measuring effort should focus on other constituent dimensions of knowledge societies- 
education, culture and communication as well.

Issues pertaining to a knowledge society 

Let me now look at some issues impinging on the knowledge building project in countries of the 
South. An important issue is the knowledge divide between the countries of the North and the South. 
One reason for this is that the North as compared to the South is advantageously placed in relation to 
information and communication technology. A UNESCO report on the theme Towards Knowledge 
Societies (2007) makes the point that while the digital divide is a reality a disturbing factor is that the 
knowledge divide between the most developed countries and the developing countries, particularly the 
least developing countries is liable to widen. Furthermore, within societies themselves, equally 
profound cleavages appear or are exacerbated. The report raises the question “how could the future 
knowledge societies settle for being dissociated societies”?

There are other processes that tend to exacerbate polarization across the knowledge divide. In the 
countries of the North the universities and institutes of science and technology are increasingly moving 
in the direction of making knowledge an industry. The implication is the commoditization of knowledge. 
The pricing of knowledge products may be to the disadvantage of many developing countries. An 
inevitable consequence of this is that there is a time lag in the acquisition of new knowledge by countries 
of the South. This is a process which undermines the very idea of a knowledge society that calls for 
knowledge sharing. The knowledge industry in the North is supported by strong networking between 
universities and institutes of science and technology on one hand and industry on the other that is not 
found in countries of the South.

At the same time another process that contributes to widen the knowledge divide is the centre-
periphery system of knowledge diffusion. This means that knowledge is primarily created in the North 
and then diffused to the South. As propounded by Jurgen Habermas (1981) in his work Theory of 
Communicative Action this diffusion process is strengthened by the role of ‘steering media’ that is 
controlled by money and power. Information based knowledge dissemination has now become the 
most compelling element of the steering media. The knowledge divide between the North and South is 
further sustained by an asymmetric knowledge validation process. We find that the validation process is 
almost entirely with reference to the research establishment of the North. This has been facilitated by 
the many international research journals that originate in the North and the rigour with which papers 
for publication are assessed. There are also the international publishing houses of the North which are 
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similarly circumspect in bringing out publications. Obviously this is the outcome of the prevalence of 
what might be called a ‘research culture’ which is often absent in the academic and research environment 
of the South.

Sri Lanka initiatives for a knowledge society

Sri Lanka at present has an adult literacy rate of 98 %. This is expected to rise to 100% by 2015. A 
literate person is defined as one “who can both read and write with understanding a short simple 
statement on his/her everyday life”. However, this definition is deficient in terms of functional literacy. 
The National Education Commission (1997) has recognized the need to provide educational 
opportunities to those who have failed to enter formal education system or have dropped out. It has 
also stressed the need to prepare alternative structures through non-formal education for continuing 
education. There is now a coordinated effort to provide non-formal education through literacy centres, 
functional literacy centres and community learning centres.

Sri Lanka is blessed with a strong primary and secondary school network. The National Policy on 
Information Technology in School Education was established in 2001 with the objective of creating a 
new generation of ICT empowered Sri Lankans. The Secondary Education Modernization Project 
(SEMP) has been formulated to establish 1000 computer learning centres in secondary schools. Phase 
II of the Project in particular benefits schools in disadvantaged areas and conflict-affected areas, by 
developing infrastructure, resources, management, teachers, and teaching and learning resources of 
the target schools up to an acceptable level. The Education Sector Development Programme which has 
been implemented since 2006 lists the promotion of equitable access to basic and secondary education 
as one of its principal objectives.

On a more general level initiatives have been taken to promote ICT by setting up the Information 
and Technology Agency of Sri Lanka (ICTA). The rural tele-centre network (or Nenasala network) that 
has been set up under the e-Sri Lanka project by the ICTA is a means of popularizing ICT in rural areas. 
It is claimed that the ICT level in Sri Lanka has risen from around 5 % in 2004 to about 30 % at present. 
While these developments are impressive there are also constraints. The Sri Lanka Development Forum 
(World Bank 2007) comments:

A key aspect of building a knowledge economy in developing countries is the task of bridging the 
digital divide: that is, providing access to information and communication technology at an affordable 
price to all citizens. Sri Lanka is currently at a disadvantage with limited access to internet and very high 
prices for connectivity when compared to competitors in South and Southeast Asia.

In Sri Lanka the tertiary education sector is made conspicuous by the university system and the 
institutes affiliated to it. The Sri Lanka Inter University Committee on Computing (SLIUCC) functions 
as the UGC Standing Committee on Information Technology. Several universities have set up 
Departments of Computer Science or Computer Engineering while most universities have computer 
centres in addition to Faculty based computer laboratories. Computer applications are taught in 
academic programmes in many university departments. The needs of the knowledge society have led to 
the creation of other institutes that provide higher education programmes such as NIBM, SLIDA, NIE, 
and SLIIT. The large number of private institutions affiliated to overseas universities can be seen as a 
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response to the needs of the knowledge economy. Their main concern is with leading edge disciplines 
in the areas of mass communication, information technology and human resource development. They 
are not equipped to serve the key science sectors. The tertiary education sector will be further diversified 
in the near future with the setting up of private universities with foreign collaboration which is intended 
to provide a further fillip to Sri Lanka’s transition to a knowledge society. A basic weakness in our 
university system is the low priority accorded to research. We are teaching universities more than 
research universities. There is a teaching bias even in Postgraduate Institutes and Graduate Faculties. 

The research output of science and technology institutes is found to be less than adequate. One 
reason for this is the low investment in science and technology which has only been 0.13 per cent of the 
country’s GDP. The recently announced Policy for Science and Technology (2011-2016) expects to 
raise this figure to 1.5 % of GDP by 2016. Its objectives include the promotion of basic and applied 
sciences for national development, sustainable resource management and adaptation to climate change.

Role of the University in a Knowledge Society

I would now like to more specifically look at the role of the university in a knowledge society. In 
engaging the knowledge society the universities have to transform themselves into learning organizations. 
Such a transformation demands that the universities review the institutional processes on a regular basis 
and create within themselves a self renewing culture. This would make the institutional arrangements 
within the university- Department, Faculty, Senate and the Council and the general administration- 
more dynamic instruments of university management. Such a review process is necessary as the 
universities have to deal with an ever increasing number of external constituencies. The proposed 
establishment of private universities is a case in point. However, the transformation process in 
universities is slow and defined at times by rigid academic mindsets. But it is also due to the rigidities 
imposed by the University Grants Commission. The universities need greater autonomy to be flexible 
to respond to the challenges of the knowledge society.

Universities have to give high priority to research in a knowledge society. As already noted our 
universities are by and large teaching universities and a research culture has been slow to develop. There 
has to be more commitment to research with well formulated research agendas. The universities should 
foster a research culture to facilitate a research intensive environment. Research has to be the outcome 
of intensive interaction that takes place within knowledge clusters which bring together experts in a 
collective enterprise. The development of interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary research is equally 
important. University sponsored publication programmes need to be recognized as an essential and a 
vital requirement of university research. Universities also have to be partners in international 
collaborative research. James Duderstadt (1997) points out that in knowledge society there is “increasing 
pressure to draw research topics from the world of experience, rather than from the curiosity of 
scholars. Nature of knowledge is shifting from the analysis of what has been to the creation of what has 
never been”.

Another issue of significance is that the universities in Sri Lanka have to develop strong links with 
industry and institutes of science and technology. It is industry that provides the opportunity to apply 
the findings of research to development needs. Links with institutes of science and technology would 
be facilitative of a two way flow of ideas and information for mutual benefit. It will also be a means of 
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training much needed research scientists in demand by the knowledge society. According to the National 
Science Foundation the researchers per million inhabitants in Sri Lanka is around 237 where as in 
developed countries the number averages 3273.

In engaging the knowledge society the Sri Lankan university should take the initiative to develop 
more inclusive knowledge systems that combine modern knowledge with indigenous knowledge. In 
fact the simple inventorying of indigenous knowledge undertaken as a university project would be a 
significant first step in an alternative knowledge building process. This should be followed up by in 
depth studies. What is important is to capture the essence of indigenous knowledge systems and input 
them into the modern knowledge building project. The universities have a national responsibility in this 
as multinationals have claimed a stake in accessing some aspects of indigenous knowledge in many 
developing countries including our own.

It is also a matter of urgency for the universities to subscribe to a new learning culture. With few 
exceptions university teaching follows the more conventional transmission method of knowledge 
transfer. More creative methods particularly interactive methods capable of realizing the potential of 
students are now called for. Diana Laurillard (2002) has commented on the importance of an iterative 
approach to university teaching which calls for the engagement of the two processes- adaptation 
(practice in relation to theory) and reflection (theory in relation to practice). There are also other 
methods of teaching which could be used to lead the student in a journey of exploration and discovery. 
The use of ICT in teaching is now standard practice in the universities but the need is to use new found 
tools with a sense of creativity to open up new paths of learning.

A university has to be a socially responsible institution and should be demonstrative of its social 
responsibility. In developed countries there arc universities that have formulated social responsibility 
statements. A case in point is the University of Sunderland UK which has launched projects in the 
service of the community, its city and its environment. In fact it had reached out to African villages to 
help provide clean drinking water which has had a life changing effect. While admitting that the 
universities in Sri Lanka are financially constrained they are in a position to provide technical, social and 
behavioural expertise to agencies engaged in community based development work. There are many 
opportunities in Sri Lanka for such development initiatives particularly in the post conflict situation. It 
will also enable the impressionistic undergraduates a true experience of life worlds and an opportunity 
to apply knowledge to practice. 

Concluding remarks

I conclude my address in the fervent hope that you will make use of the talents, skills and competencies 
acquired at this university to transform yourselves into knowledge workers for the social and economic 
betterment of our nation. May you uphold the university motto “among all that rise knowledge is 
greatest” with sensitivity and humility.

2010.12.14
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