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Most Venerable Chancellor,
Venerables,
Vice Chancellor,
Deans of Faculties,
Registrar,
Heads of Departments,
Professors,
Lecturers,
Graduands,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me first express my heartfelt gratitude to the Members of the Council, the
Senate, Deans of the Faculties, Heads of the Departments and the members of the
academic staff for inviting me for the convocation address of the University of Sri
Jayewardenepura and for honouring my academic achievements by conferring upon
me the Degree ofD. Litt.

THE BODY OF LAW AND THE CREATED BODY OF THE BUDDHA

The Body of Law (Dhammakdya)

The intuitive knowledge of the Dhamma is known as Dhammakdya or the
Body of Law in the Majjama Nikiiya and as Dharmakdya in Mahayana texts like
the Saddharmapundarika. It has also been called Thathiigata and Buddha because
the Absolute Buddha is this intuitive knowledge. Sakyamuni Buddha is a human
being who has attained this intuitive knowledge. Such a human being is called the
"Conventional Buddha" while the Body of Law is called the "Absolute Buddha."

In the first sermon after the Enlightenment, Sakyamuni Buddha proclaimed
that Sight, Knowledge, Wisdom, Science and Light in Dhamma unheard before, had
arisen. Five words have been used to describe this Absolute Buddha as the word
Dhammakaya or the Body of Law may not have been in use in the Magadhi language
at that time.

The Body of Law has arisen out of Dharma or the Laws of Cause and Effect.
Dharma in this context means the Law of Cause and Effect (Paticcasamuppada):
Establishing Cause and Effects (Dhammatthititd), Orderliness of Cause and Effects
(Dhammaniyiimatii) and Causally Connectedness (Idappaccayata). Special attention
has been paid to the consciousness of conscious beings and their physical bodies.
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Parallel to the concept of Dhammakaya is Brahmakiiya and parallel to the
concept of Dhammabhiita is Brahmabhiita. Therefore, Brahma in Buddhism is Cause
and Effects (Paticcasamuppada). Therefore, the creator has been named as Dharma
in Buddhism and Brahma in Hinduism.

Sakyarnuni Buddha has said to Venerable Vakkali, to see the Buddha, one
should see the timeless laws of Cause and Effects (Dhamma). A mind and intuition that
has developed to the highest level, getting rid of the foul issues of Kama, Bhava, Ditthi
and Avijjii will have in it, that vision or Buddha. To become Buddha means to get such
knowledge (Body of Law) into one's mind. Sakyamuni Buddha is called the Buddha
in a conventional sense because he attained such knowledge during his lifetime, but
his physical body is not the Buddha. Buddha is a formless body of knowledge which
he had realized. Those others who have attained such knowledge are also called
Conventional Buddhas.

This Law of cause and effect functions in four ways:

1. When this [cause] is, that [effect] is
2. When this [cause] arises, that [effect] arises.
3. When this [cause] is not, that [effect] is not
4. Thi s [cause] ceases, that [effect] ceases

These four types form the foundation ofthe Four Noble Truths. Accordingly, the
first is associated with the Noble Truth of Suffering (Dukkha Arya Satya), the second
with the Noble Truth of the Origination of Suffering (Dukkha Samudaya Arya Satya),
the third with the Noble Truth of the Extinction of Suffering (Dukkha Nirodha Arya
Satya) and the fourth with the Noble Truth of the Path of the Extinction of Suffering
(Dukkhanirodhagiiminipatipadd Arya Satya).

Ifwe take the two opposite poles of Cause, there are two compulsory characteristics
that can be seen: opposition and relativity. This causes physical bodies. In Vedic
times, opposites were called Agni + Soma and Stri + Pumdn and in Buddhism, Mother
+ Father and Positive + Negative. In Taoism, it is called Yin + Yang.

When consciousness (vihiidna) combines with nama-tthoughts, feeling, touch
and attention) riipa (the physical body), it does not happen in the oppositional way.
Instead, mental formations (karma) is based on ignorance (avidyii) and consciousness
(viiiiialJa) is based on mental formations (sankhdra).

16



There is a convention of calling Sakyamuni, the Buddha, because he had
understood the Body of Law when he was 35 years old. But the habit was to call him
the Buddha since his birth. Sakyamum Buddha himself has proclaimed many times
that Buddha should not be equated with the physical body. Absolute Buddha was
formless. Since he proclaimed,his body as not being the Buddha, it wasn't possible
to have his image as the Buddha either. Therefore, his statements "One who sees
the Dhamma sees me," "One who sees the Laws of Cause and Effects see me," "I
am neither a human, nor god nor spirit nor demon." Therefore his followers faced a
problem of representing him.

Created Body (Nirmdnakdya)

There was a model form with 32 characteristics created to represent universal
monarchs and Conventional Buddhas. Buddhists have modified this model form by
adding 80 minor marks. And they use that form for all Conventional Buddhas and
Conceptual Buddhas. This form was caned the Created Body (Nirmdnakdya) by the
Mahasanghika Buddhist Sect. The other Buddhists sects also accepted this form as the
model form of all Buddhas. Except for the symbols on the soles of the feet, the other
characteristics of the figure is common to the model of male forms used by the ancient
Egyptians, Greeks, Romans and Indians.

Therefore, there cannot be a portrait of the Buddha. The 'Buddha image' is only
a created symbol. Buddha is timeless and formless.

I am grateful to Ms. D.C. Walisundara, Senior Lecturer/ Department of English
and Mrs. M.M.K. Rathnayake, Head/English Language Teaching Unit for translating
this into English.

Chandra Wikramagamage
Emeritus Professor
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~Q1ro®sb~ LDLLsb6ID~ ~6IDLct>~L @llJ~LDrrffil @®UU~ ~® @~®I~rr~6MTLDrr®Lb.
~uurr~ lDrrCBL~ ~6lJffiLDrrffi ~Q1ro®sb~ ~6IDLct>~ 6lJ®Lb 6]6ID601UJ ffilIP&®
~cf1llJ ~ ~ ffiffi6TJ @siJ Gl6lJrDn51ffi6TJ Q1~ u rD!D60 @6\)~ LD lDrrrDu ~ 6lJ® LrbJffi 6lTl60 @Lb
up6lir~601 rD!Dsb6ID~ ~&ffi rr6\)sb~6lir~u rr~ rb)6\)roUJ Gl~rr y5160~ L u sb 6ID~ lD6)]601LDUJU u CBsb~
QUrDIDl& Glffirr~L601. Glurr®611rr ~rr~ ~Q1ro®sb~u.l1~~urr ~ Gl~rry5160~Lusb~rD®rflUJ
~rD!D60 @sb~rr 60 Gl~6lTl6lJ rrffil!D~.

, ~ if1UJrr6)]l~ LDffi~ ct>~ rbJffi6TJ' sr ®I Lb lj ffi Ii? Glu llJ ~ rr60 ~ 6IDIP & ffiU UCBffil~!D
Q~ rrrbJGlffirr rbJ, if1rbJffiU Id,IT, Gl~~ GlffirrrflUJrr LDrDIDlLb ~rr uJ6lJ rr~ ~ u rr~~!D ~ ~6\) 6lU

1llJ rr LDrDIDlLb ~rr uJ sorr ct>~ ~ u rr~!D 6]6ID601UJ ffilIP &ffi rrif1UJ ~ ~ ffiffi® Lb @6lJITffi 611~
Qurr®611rr~rr~ ~Q1ro®sb~6IDUJ u~rrLDrflsb~&Glffirr~l9-®UU~, 6)]l®®rr601, Gl~rry5160~Lu
wOJ())JLb lj sb ~rr & ffi ~ LDLbu rrCBsb ~!D~ 6lJy51u.l1601rr6\)rr® Lb. Gla=~!D u 6\) ~a= rrU~ rbJffi6lTl~
~urr~ Q1~urD!DuULCB6TJ611 lD~!Drrffisb ~LLLJ5lLuULL 6)]l®®rr601, Gl~rry5160~Lu LDrDIDlLb
4sb~rr &ffi ~LDLburrCB ~urrUJ 6lJy51ffi6TJ ffirr~6MTLDrrffi @siJ ~~ ffiffi6TJ Glurr®611rr ~rr~
6U6TTITa=if1u.l160 ~~ffi ~6lJffisb 6ID~ 6IDffiUUrDn51&Glffirr~ L ~~rrCB ~ 6IDLffi6TJ ~rD u sb~sb
Q~rry5160 ~urr~!D ~6IDIPulj Gla=n516lj ~~LbUffiLL Gl~rry51rDa=rr6ID6\)ffi6lTl6Dl®ct>~
~rD16lj ~ 19-U U 6IDL llJ rr601 ~UJ IT Gl~rr y5160~ L u Gl~rry51rDa=rr6ID6\)ffi6TJ6lJ6ID~ u 19-Uu 19-uirr ffi
Q1~ ~6lJ a=LDrrffilUJ~' ffi600Tl~ LDrDIDlio ~6lir 60llllJ & ffi@6IDLllJ 6lJITsb~ffi ~ Uffi~ 6MTrbJffi6TJ,

_ [)l~ [WJ u.l1IT LDrDIDlLb LD~ Q1llJ60 Gl~rr y5160~ L u Lb, ro LDrr601 ~ a=6ID6lJ LDrDIDlLb 6IDffiGl~rr y5160,
~1D6lJ60 Gl~rry5160~LuLb, u51~ffiLsb~rru Glurr®6TJ LDrDIDlLb~6\)a=IT ffi®roffi6TJ ~urr~!D6ID6lJ
~llJ IT Gl~rr y5160~ L u 6IDffiGl~rr y5160 6lJ6IDffiu.l160 ffi®~U u CBLb.
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~!;b!f> 6IDffi UJ ~ dJ U!;b!bl!;b ~ 6ID!Dffi sril LLD WITJD!D W 6IDL r:5!b1L ~ UJ 6\) IT6IDW Gl U IT® 6fTIT!f>IT!J
~ 6IDIf ro 61ir6IDW 6T@1ffi ffi ®!f> U U CBLb. ~ 6\) rliJ6IDffi ~ ~ Gl!f>ITL rTU ITffi (!p61ir 6ID6lJ ffiffi ffi Iffi ~ UJ
9® ~!f>IT!J @1Lb. ~rfl!f>WIT ffi ~ t5lro®!;b!bl ~ 6IDL r:5~6lJ ® Lb 41Wffi® ~ cflUJ ~!J ffiffi@9L61ir .
9 U t5lCB6IDffi u.l160 ~ 6\)rliJ 6IDffiu.l161ir ~ t5lro®!;b!bl WL L io ~ffiffiffiffi!J WITGOT~. 1977 ~Lb

~~~60 !bI!Dr:5!f> GlUIT®6fTIT !f>IT!J 6lJy51ffi® t5l!J~6lJIfWIT@1 ~6\)rliJ6IDffi ~w~Lb ~®UU~
~ 6IDL a.. dJ U!;b!bl 6IDffi Gl!f>ITy5160 ~ U IT61ir!D Gl U [llw!bI 6lJ 6fTrr8=cfl ~ 6IDL UJ IT!f>, ~ ffi ffi ® 6ID!Dr:5!f>
Gl!f>ITy5160 ~ L U U UJ 61irU ITCBL@1IT@1 6IDffi Gl!f>ITy5160ffi Gir wdJ [ll Lb 6J dJ [llw!bl u.l161iru)~!f>. !bI!D r:5!f>
Gl U IT® 6fTIT!f>IT!J!;b6ID!f> t5l61irU dJ!D 60 @6\) Lb ~ 6IDL r:5~ Gir 6fT Gl U IT® 6fTIT!f>IT!J 6lJ 6fTrT8=cfl u.l161ir
(!P!f> 6\) IT6lJ ~ ffi L L W ITffi ffi W ITrT 1990 6lJ 6ID!J ~ 6\) rliJ6IDffi ~ 6IDW U Lj If 0l6lj e.,dJ U!;b!bl
(!p6ID!DffiGir UUJ61iruCB!;b~6lJ!bI60 ~ffi ~8=1f ffiLL!;b6ID!f> ~6IDLr:5!b1L (!pUJ61ir!D~. ~ffi
ffi IT6\) !;b!bl61ir~ U IT~ ~ r:5!I>ITL ~ 61ir Gl U IT® 6fTIT!f>IT!JLb (!P ffi 41 UJ WITffi ~ 6lJ !bI!D 6OTl606\) IT, ® 6ID!Dr:5!f>
Gllf 6\)6)] GOT ~ y51UJ rTffi Gir W dJ [ll Lb ~ UJ dJ 6IDffi 6lJ 6fTrliJffi sril61ir u) ~!f> !f>rliJ41 u.l1® r:5!f>~ .

6T6iJ 6lJ IT!DITu.l1®J Lb , If LbU 6fT 6lJ 6fTrT8=cfllLj L 61ir ~ U ~ U ITL ~ ffi!J W ITGOT $16ID 6\)
® 6ID!D6lJ 6IDL r:5!b1L ~!J Lbt5l!;b!f>~ . Gl!f>ITL rTr:5~ 6Tsril UJ ~ dJ U!;b!bl GlU IT® 6fTIT!f>IT!J!;b6ID!f>
U !JITW rfl!;b!f>ffi Glffi ITGir 6fTU U L L ~!f> ITCB ro ®® ITGOT Gl!f>ITy5160 ~ L U (!P 61ir~ GOTdJ!D Lb 6lJ y51UJ ITffi
Gl U IT® 6fTIT!f>IT!J 6lJ 6fTrT8=cfl6IDUJ Gl U dJ [ll ffi Gl ffi ITGir6fT60 Gl U IT® L CB 6T6iJ ro!f> W ITGOT !f>® r:5!f>
!bI L L rliJffi@9 Lb (!P 61ir6lJ !Jro 60 6ID6\) . 41 W ffi ffi ITcflUJ ITro61ir Gl6lJ dJ n51UJ IT60 !I>ITLb 6T6iJ ro!f> W ITGOT
U ~ U t5l6IDGOTffi@9Lb Glu dJ !D!f>ITffiffi ffiIT~ (!P~UJ ro60 6ID6\). ~r:5 $16ID 6\)6IDwu.l161ir @6\)Lb,
Glffi ITGir 6IDffi ffi Gir If ITrTr:5!f> !f>6IDL ffi@9ffi ® ~ W 6\)!bIffi WITffi 6JdJ [llw!bI Gl!f>ITL rrU IT@1 $1 [ll6lJ@1rliJffisril61ir
~ UJ rT Gl!f>ITy5160~ L U ~ dJU!;b!blu.l161ir u!J 6lJ ~L 61ir 9 U U ITffi !f>W~ 6IDffi Gl!f>ITy5160
.@I6IDW U Ljffi sril61ir U 606lJ 6IDffi U U CB!;b!f>60 ~ UJ 6\) ITwdJ ~ U IT6lJ!f>dJ ® ffi IT!J~ W IT41 UJ Lj!;b!f>ITffi ffi!;b
!bI!D6OTl61ir6IDW ~ U IT61ir~!D ~ rTU U 6ffl U t5l61ir6IDWlLj Lb ~!f>dJ® ffiIT!J ~ WIT41UJ ~. Gl6lJ sril!I> ITLCB
(!P!f>WL LIT 6fTIT ffi@9 Lb ~r:5 !I>ITL ~ 60 ~ UJ rr Gl!f>ITy5160~ L U!;b~ L@1IT@1 Gl!f>ITy51dJifIT 6ID6\)ffi Gir
6TO!f>ITt5lU U!f>dJ ® ~ U IT~ W IT@1 ~ rT6lJ!;b 6ID!f>ffi ffi ITL L 6151606ID6\) . ~ 6iJ 6lJ IT!DIT@1 $16ID 6\) u.l160 , 20 12
~ 60 ~ 6\)rliJ 6IDffiu.l161ir GlWIT !;b!f> 6JdJ [llw!bI ~dJ U!;b!blu.l160 ~® r:5~ ~UJ rT!f>!J Gl!f>ITy5160~ LU

6JdJ[llw!bI ~6fT6lj [)fTdJ[llffi® 961iru~ !f>IfLb WIT!;b!bl!J~w. ~UJrT Gl!f>ITy5160~LU 6JdJ[llw!bI
.@16fT6lj ~ ~ 6\) cflUJ ITro61ir Glw IT!;b!f> 6J dJ [llw!bl ~ 6fT6lj ~ ~ 6\)cfl UJ IT615160 Glw IT!;b!f> 6J dJ [llw!bl
~dJU!;b!blu.l160 ~®r:5~ 43.7% Lb, Gl!f>61ir GlffiITrflUJIT615160 26.2% Lb, cfGOTITro60 26.3
wdJ[llLb ~r:5!b1UJITro60 6.6 ~®Lb.

~ 6\) rliJ6IDffi u.l161ir Gl!f>ITy5160 ~ L U to dJ [ll io Lj!;b!f>ITffi ffi ~ to io U ITCBffi ffi ITGOT (!p61ir $16ID 6\)
!f>6IDL UJ ITGOT~ ~!J ITuJ 6lj io dJ [ll io ~ t5lro!J !;b!bl Gllf UJ dJ U ITCBffiffi ITGOT $1!b1 u)!f>rliJ ffi sril61ir
® 6ID!D~ 6lJ . ~ 6\) rliJ6IDffi u.l160 ~!J ITuJ 6lj wdJ [ll Lb ~ t5lro ®!;b!bl Gl!f>ITL rTU ITffi Glw IT!;b!f>
Gllf 6\)6)] GOTLb, GlWIT !;b!f> ~Gir!I>IT L CB ~dJ U!;b!bl u.l160 ~ ®r:5~ 0.2 If!f>ro!f>!;b!bldJ® Lb ® 6ID!Dr:5!f>
Gl U [llw!bl6ID UJ Glffi IT~ CBGir6fT~ . Gl!f>61ir Glffi ITrflUJ IT GlWIT !;b!f> ~ Gir!I>ITL CB ~ dJ U!;b!bl u.l160
~ ® r:5~ 4 If !f>6151!f>(!P io , cfl rliJffi U IJrT 2 1f!f>6151!f>!;b!bldJ ® ~ 41!f> to ITffi 6lj io ~ ~ Gl!f>ITL rTt5l60
9~ffiffi U U CB4161ir!D@1. ~r:5 !I>ITCBffi Gir ~!J ITuJ6lj wdJ [ll Lb ~ t5lro®!;b!bl ro6ID@1!b1!D®JL61ir

.@In516lj @6\) 6lJ 6fTrT8=cfl u.l16ID@1 ~ 6IDL!f> 60 Gl U IT® L CB ffi ®!f>!;b!f>ffi ffi Gl U IT® 6fTIT!f>IT!J
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(!p6OT(g60TrD!D$56O)~ (0) a; U u rDn51ffi Qa; rr~CB U Lg.UUlg.W rra; ~ W rr lOL L 6lJ® lOrr60TLb Qu [lJ Lb
~IJ If rfi]6O)6\) (0) lOffi @) ~~ u51$5[)l6Tr6TT60T. @6\)rill6O)a;u)l6OT '8> L CBQ torr $5~ ~IJ rruJ6lj lOrD[lJ Lb
~uh)}Jl®$5~ QIf6\)6ll6OT$5~6\) @®r!J[)l 55 6l5l~Lb ~1J1f [)l6O)!Dwrr6\) QlfuJ6lJ(g~rrCB ~@lwrrrT
~ 6O)!Du)l6OT- u rill (ga; rD~ 40 If ~6l5l ~ lOrr@) Lb. Q6lJ 6lT1!I>rrL CB & 6\) rilla; 6Tr lOrD[lJ io 6J (0) 60TW
!b1(!)J6lJ60Trilla; 6TTrr50 @ ~6OT- Q u rr® L CB 41(0) L U U [)l 5 If ~6l5l ~ Lb u rilla; 6lT1U U lOrr$5~ IJ(g lO .
@6\)rill6l!)a; u)lGliT ~lJrr uJ6lj lOrD[lJ Lb ~ U16lJl®$5~ (!p~6DCB QIf 6\)6ll6OTio ~rD(g U rr[)l a;rr ~U U CBLb
~a;ffi @)6l!)!Dr!J~ rfi]6l!)6\)60) iouilso @®r!J[)l (g lO(g 6\) Qa; rr~CB (g U rr6lJ (0) ~u Q u rr® L CB
~ IJIf [)l6O) !Du)l6OT- (g u rrrr6OT-(g!D 6lJ rT$5~a; [)l6O) !Du)l6OT- (!pffi 41 W a; 6lJ60TLb QIf ~$5 ~ U U L 50
(g6lJ~CBLb.

41 W ffia; rrcf1W rr6l5lGliT ~ if 1fff1W lOrr60T ~ IJIf ~ (0) lOU ~ Q u rr® 6TTrr~ rr IJ 6lJ 6TTrTif cf1uils» 60T
~6O)Lr!J$b1®UU[)l @6lJrTa;6TT[)l Qurr®6TTrr ~rrlJ $5(0)~ ~n516lj&6\) Qurr®6TTrr ~rrlJlOrr a;
~6O)w~fbJffi Qa;rr sit 6lJ{lj6IH (!P6\)(gunu« ® ill. ~a5I6lj (!p6\) Qurr ® 6TTrr~rrlJwrr 60T[)l, If(!pa;
Q u n® 6TTrr~ rrIJ 6lJ 6TTrTif cf1 (gu rr60T(g!D ~ U16l5l® $5~ffia; rra; 6lj Lb ~ n516l:tL LGDl6OT- ~ n516lj
LDd:> (!)JLb u rr6lJ (0) 60Tu)l6\) IfCBu rr (0) L ffi Qa; rr~ L Q u rr® 6TTrr~ rr IJlOrr@) Lb. @6iJ6lJrr!Drr6OT

Qurr®6TTrr ~rrlJ $5~6OT ~6O)LWrr6TTlOrr6OT [)l ~WrT ~IJ ~n516ljlfrrrT &~6DCB 6lJy51wrr a;
~W rT~IJ torr 60T Qu [lJlO~Llj L 6OT-1fnLg.w ~rD u $5~a; (0) 6TT U IJrr lOrfl$5~6\)rr @)Lb. ~n516lj1f rr rT
Qurr ® 6TTrr~rr IJ$5~ rD@) ~ IJmu 6lj lOrD[lJ Lb ~ U16l5l®$5$b1 u~rfi]6O) 6\), 6lJl® (§ rr60TU Id,rT6lJ lOrr60T
u ~rfi]6l!) 6\) , ~a; 6lJ50 (gIf (0) 6lJa; 6Tr, ~a; 6lJ50 Q~ rry516\)[)J L u !bl L u (!p 6O)!Da; 6Tr, rfi$b1 lOrD[lJ Lb
1D6lmffi41 W 50 (g If (0) 6lJa; 6Tr, a; L L L ffia; (0) 6\) , Q u rrn51u)l W rD lOrD[lJ Lb ~ (g 6\) rrIf (0) 60T (gIf (0) 6lJa; 6Tr
~ L u L L ~ rra; u IJr!J~ 6TT6l5l6\)rr60T [)l6O)!D @ ~ 50 ~ L u CB41GliT!D[)l. a., 6\) a; 6lJ rill41 Ifn [lJ 416OT-!D
6lll~$5$b16\) ~ n516ljIf rrrT Q u rr® 6TTrr~ rr IJ$5~ 50 (!p ffi41 W !I>rr6OT@) [)IT~ a; 6Tr @®ffi416OT!D6OT .
(!p~ 6\) rr6lJ[)l , 6l5llOrTIf 60TU Id,rr6lJ 6lJ6I5lfila; ~ W 6\) rr@) Lb. @ IJ~ L rr6lJ~ rra; ~rD!D 50 6lJ rruJ rE~
~a;6lJ 50 Q6lJ 6lT1LilL rr@)Lb. @)~r5l6O)!D6lj L60TIfn Lg.W ~ W rT lOL L$5~ sorr 60T lO@l~ 6lJ6TTio
@l6OT!Drr6lJ~rr a; @®uu (g~rr CB 6l5l6O)6OT$5~!D ®J L 60T Ifn Lg.W ~$5~rr a; ~ (0) lOU U16OT-@wffia;Lb
!Dn60Ta; rr6lJ~ rr@) Lb.

~n516lj (!p6OT-(g60TrD!D 6lJlLW $5~ 50 '8> ® ~ IJffi (0) a; U u rDn51ffiQa; rr6Tr® Lb lOL L (!pLb
~ 6\)a; 6lJ rill41 w rr50 6l5l~ r!J[)l6O) IJffia; U u L L ffiL CBa; 6Tr 6lJ y51W rra; a; 6I5lfilU U1L U U CBio
~ !D16ljrDu $5~ ffiL CBa; 6Tr @® 6lJ 6l!)a; W rr@) Lb. (!p~ 6\) rr6lJ[)l , a; 506l5l, ~ $5~ rrffia; io lOrD[lJ Lb
~a; 6lJ50 Q~ rry516\)[)J L U [)J L U(!p sn !Da; 6Tr 6T ®J Lb (!p6l5l~ 6lJ y51a; 6TTrr50 a; 6I5lfilU U1L U U CB6lJ~ rr@)Lb.

@1J~Lrr6lJ[)l, ~n516ljlfrrrT Qurr®6TTrr ~rrlJ ffiLLrr@)Lb.

~ n516lj1frr rT Q u rr® 6TTrr~ rr IJ ~ IJU u CB$5~ 50a; 6lT1GliT (g U rr[)l @ 6\) rill (0) a; ffi@)
LD$lwifcf1ffia;lJlOrr6OT @L$56O)~ QUrDn516\)6O)6\) 6T6OT-U6O)~ @)n51UU1L (g6lJ~CBLb. 2012
@ 60T ~ IJ6lj a; 6lT16OT U11Ja; rr IJio 142 !I>rrCBa; 6lT1(0)L u)l6\) @6\)rill6O)a;ffi@) 10 1 ~ Lb @ L io
ffil6O)L$5[)l6Tr6TT[)l. 0 (~a;ffi @)6O)!DrE~) @6\) @®rE[)l 10 (~a;ffi lfnLg.w) 6lJ6O)IJwrr6OT
6lll60)60T$5$b1!D60T ffiL Lg.50 @6\)rill6O)a;ffia;rr 60T lO~ UUCB 3. 6 3 ~ @)Lb . Q~ rr rillQ a; rr rill Q ~ rrL rTU rra;
8.52 to, Q~6OT Qa;rrrflwrr Q~rrLrTUrr a; 7.97 6T®JLb a;6I5lfiluuCBa;6Tr a;rrLLUULCB6Tr6TT6OT.

33



.g}ln5l6l.l (!p 6\) Q u rr® 6TIrr$!irrIJtb Q $!irrL rTu rr60T ffiL ll).G\) @ 6\) ffil60)ffiffi® rflUJ LO~ U tJ CB 3 .4 9
<Q!,ffi @®ffi® tb ~ u rr~ Q $!i6ITT Qffi rrrflUJrr6l.Iffi® LOW!DJtb Q 91ill rrffilQffi rrffil .g}l1Jffiffi@9ffi®
6lJrfl6O)a=UJrrffi 8.65 LOW!DJtb 8.17 6T~tb LO~utJCBffi61T ffil6O)L~~61T6TI6OT.

@ 6\) ffil60)ffi .g}ln5l6l.l (!p 6\) Q u rr® 6TIrr$!irrIJ~ 60)$!i ~!I> rrffi41 ~ u rrffiffi 8fi ll).UJ Q u rrffi ffil6ITT
~urr ~ 6lJ6TIrTifcF16O)UJ Quwn51L ~6lJ~CBtb. @~ Qurr®6TIrr$!irrlJ 6lJ6TIrTifcF16O)UJ~ ~rfl$!iLOrr ffi®tb
(!pffiffilUJ ffirrlJ 6m torr ® tb. @6\)ffil 6O)ffi ~ L u L .g}lLJlro®~~ .g}l6O)LdJ ~6lJ ® tb .g}l~6OTffiLOrr60T
!I>rrCBffi61T r6 ~ L ffi rr6\)LOrrffi !I>CBrfil6O)6\) 6lJ® LOrr60T rfil6O)6\)uJl ~ 6\)~ UJ @®ffiffil6ITT!D6OT. $!i~
!I>u®ffi®rflUJ 6lJ®LOrr6OTtb .g}l.QLrr. 1016 - 4086 @W® @6O)LuJl6\)rr6OT). @$!irDffirr6OT
ffi rrlJ 6m torr ffi .g}l6O)LOdJ~® U u ~ 6T6lTI$!irr60T 60)ffi~Q$!irr !:PIG\)ffi6lTIG\) @® dJ~ .g}l~ ~UJ rT
Q$!i rr!:PIG\)[J)JL u 60)ffiQ$!i rr!:PIG\)ffi61T 6lJ60)IJ LOrrrD!DLO60)L $!i6\) Q u rr® L CB ~ i5 !I>rrCBffi@9ci;®
@UJ6\)rr LOW ~ UrruJl® U u$!irr ® io. r6~L ffi rr6\) torr ffi !I>CB rfil6O)6\) 6lJ® torr 60T~~G\) "~$!iffilffil
rfilWffil6liT!D" !I>rrCBffi61T "!I>CBrfil6O)6\) 6lJ® LOrr60Tio " Q u rrn5luJlG\) cF1ffi41 UJ !I>rrCBffi6TIrrffi
.g}l6O)!:QffiffiUU CBtb. .g}l~ 60)LOuilso Q$!i rr!:PIG\)LOUJLOrrffiffiU u L CB61T6TI ffil!:Qffi® <Q!,cF1UJ
!I>rrCBffi6lTI6O)L uJlG\) ~ ® cF16\) LOrr~~ IJ~ LO @u Q u rrn5luJlG\) @ ® dJ~ roll).6l.I Q u W!DJ61T6TI60T.

!I>CBrfil6O)6\) 6lJ®LOrr6OT LOLL~~G\) @®dJ~ W@96lJ$!iW® 6TCBffiffi ~6lJ~ll).UJ
(!p $!i6\) rr6lJ~ !I>L 6lJ ll).ffi 60)ffiUJrr60T~ Lj~$!i rrffiffi io LOW!DJtb .g}ln5l6l.l(!p 6\) Q u rr® 6TIrr$!irrIJ~~ W®
!I>rrL 60)L Qffi rr~ CB Qa= G\)6\)ffi 8fi ll).UJ u rfly,1J 6mLOrr 60T ro® ®rr 60T, Q$!irr !:PIG\)[J)JL u

LOW!DJtb Lj~$!irr ffiffi ~ LOtbU rrCB [J)JL u(!p6O) !Dffi61T ~ LU L L$!irr ffi (!p6O)!DUJ rr60T ~L L~6O) $!i
!I>60)L(!P 6O)!DUu CB~~6lJ $!irr® to. ~W u ~~a=rr rr Qa=UJ Wu rrCBffi60)6TI Q$!irr!:PIG\) a= !fl6l.lL6OTrr60T
6T6lTIUJ 60)ffiQ $!irr!:PIG\) LOL L ~~ G\) @® r!> ~ 6lJ6TIrTif cF1 .g}l6O)L ffil6ITT!D Q u!DJ LO~ lLjL 60Trr60T
Q $!irr!:PIG\)[J)JL u a=!fl6l.lL 60Trr60T LOL L ~ 60)$!i ~!I> rrffi41 U ~ u rr6lJ~ G\) (!pffi 41 UJ ffi rrIJ6m LOrrffil6ITT!D
<Q!,IJrruJ 6l.I LOW!DJio .g}lLJlro ® ~ ~ ~ 6O)!Da= rrrT (!P$!i 6DCB @ ~ Q $!irrt.rr LJlG\) uSlffi
(!pffi 41 UJLOrr60T$!irr® tb.
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Venerable Chancellor,
Venerable Mahasanga and the Clergy of Other Religions,
Vice Chancellor, Deans of Faculties,
Members of the University Council and Senate,
Members of the Academic, Administrative and Non-academic Staff,
Invitees, Parents, Well-wishers and Graduates.

Technological Progress as the Key Driver of Economic Growth

I deem it a great pleasure and honour to address this Convocation.

At the outset, let me congratulate all of you graduating today. Today marks an
important day in your lives and also an important milestone in your careers ahead.
Pursuing your academic work successfully after entering this prestigious university and
going through immense competition reflects your commitment to the advancement
of knowledge.

We are living in an age of unprecedented technological progress. Our ancestors
would not have imagined the comforts that we are enjoying today with all kinds of
equipment. They did not have electricity, refrigerators, televisions, radios, motor
vehicles, computers, mobile phones or international flight facilities. They hardly went
out of their villages as there were no transport facilities. In fact, there was no necessity
for such travelling as they produced their necessities in the villages and they did not
have to look for jobs outside.

Sophisticated machinery and equipment that we witness today are the outcome
of technological progress. Technological progress reflects the growth of knowledge
from advances in basic sciences such as the discovery of thermodynamics to highly
practical ideas like designing an airplane wing.

Technological developments coupled with globalization have reshaped the
entire world. Production, consumption, income and living conditions have grown
exponentially during the last five decades. Countries are well integrated with free
international trade, transnational finance and labour mobility. Vast development
in information and communication technology (ICT) has speeded up this process.
Competition among countries too has intensified with technological progress and
gl~bal integration.

In the midst of dramatic global developments, there has been greater emphasis
in recent decades on human development, which is the ultimate goal of economic
development. Income growth is recognized as an essential component of human
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development. High income countries have better performed in providing access to
food and nutrition, drinking water, health care and education which are essential
ingredients of human development. Hence, it is important to see how best we can
use the current technological progress to foster economic growth so as to improve
human development and the quality of life.

Capital and labour inputs were considered as the key determinants of economic
growth in the Harrod-Domar type growth models that became popular since the late
1930s. Technological progress, however, enabled economic growth even without any
increase in capital or labour inputs. Technological progress as the key long-term growth
driver was first introduced by Robert Solow in 1956 in his pathbreaking neoclassical
model, the one that won him the Nobel Prize in 1987. He showed that the rise in
capital per person is the major determinant of output growth. Going beyond mere
capital accumulation, he asserted that labour productivity arising from technological
advancement as a residual determinant of growth. Applying his theoretical model,
Solow found that technological advancement accounted for seven-eighths of the
growth of the US economy and increases in the capital stock accounted only for one-
eighth of the growth. As explained by Solow, we cannot understand economic growth
of a country without understanding its technological progress.

Empirical evidence shows that technology diffusion, which means technological
spillover from advanced countries, playa crucial role in economic growth through
productivity improvements. Advancement of science, technology and innovation
(STI) enabled the advanced countries to accelerate economic growth following the
Industrial Revolution. Latecomers developed their economies within shorter periods
as they merely adopted the technologies from the inventing countries. For example,
Great Britain took more than 150 years to develop industries mostly based on its own
inventions whereas the US,as a follower, achieved success within 100 years. Japan and
other fast growing East Asian countries were able to achieve industrial growth within
a period of less than 40 years adopting already available technology with innovations.
This shows the power of technology in driving economies to advanced stages.

The so-called four 'Asian Dragons', namely Hong Kong, Singapore, South Korea
and Taiwan as well as other East Asian countries such as Malaysia and Thailand were
able to sustain high economic growth mainly due to their STI capabilities. The well-
planned STI strategies adopted over the last several decades enabled those countries
to accelerate economic growth, and to graduate from labour-intensive primary
industries like garment manufacturing to knowledge-based high-tech products. High-
tech products include computer and automated business equipment, micro-organism
and genetic engineering, aviation, communication technology, semiconductors and
lasers.
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Failure to make such product shifts results in economic stagnation. Sri Lanka
is a case in point. In comparison with the fast growing East Asian countries, Sri
Lanka's growth performance is somewhat disappointing. Having adopted economic
liberalization policies as far back as 1977, the production and export structure of
the country is still confined to low-value added, low-technology products, mainly
garments. Sri Lanka had a competitive edge in this type of labour-intensive industries
until about the 1990s which enabled the country's first wave of economic growth
following liberalization. Thus, the economy was in a 'factor-driven phase' during
that time with growth contributions largely originating from low-skilled and low-cost
labour and natural resource endowments.

However, competitiveness eroded over time due to wage increases.
Nevertheless, dependence on basic products continued and there was no systematic
plan to promote economic growth through technological progress. We do not seem to
have learned from the success stories of East Asia. Apart from the policy drawbacks,
this reflects the lack of innovative capabilities as well as poor commitment on the
part of export-oriented companies to diversify their industrial structure with high-
tech products. Foreign investors too did not show much interest in setting up high-
tech industries.

In the circumstances, high-tech exports account for only 0.9 percent of total
manufactured exports in Sri Lanka in 2012, compared with the corresponding ratios
of 43.7 percent in Malaysia, 26.2 percent in South Korea, 26.3 percent in China and
6.6 percent in India.

A major constraint to promoting technology and innovation in Sri Lanka is the
dearth offunding available for research and development {R&D}. The total expenditure
for R&D remains low at less than 0.2 percent of GDP in Sri Lanka in comparison with
nearly 4 percent of GDP in South Korea, and over 2 percent in Singapore. These
countries made substantial economic progress through R&D to achieve knowledge-
driven growth, and graduated to the high-income country status. In Sri Lanka, the
government contributes around 55 percent of the total R&D expenditure, the private
sector around 40 percent and other agencies including foreign sources around 5
percent. High priority needs to be given by both the government and the business
sector to raise R&D investment in Sri Lanka from its present low levels.

It is evident from the successful countries in East Asia that structural economic
shifts could be achieved only bytransformingthe economy into a Knowledge Economy. A
knowledge economy is one that creates, disseminates and uses knowledge to enhance
its growth and development. Such an economy is characterized by high value added
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products containing high knowledge inputs. Knowledge intensive activities could
expand across diverse fields including R&D, scientific work, information services, ICT,
legal and accounting services, architecture, engineering and consultancy. According
to the World Bank, a knowledge economy requires four pillars, namely (a) prudent
business environment, (b) dynamic information infrastructure, (c) high quality human
resources, and (d) efficient innovation system

A country's position with regard to knowledge advancement is measured by the
Knowledge Indices compiled by the World Bank. There are two types of knowledge
indices: (a) Knowledge Index (KI) which is a composite of three sub-indices covering
education, innovation and ICT, and (b) Knowledge Economy Index (KEI) which
combines KI and the sub-index for economic and institution regime encompassing
tariff and non-tariff barriers, regulatory quality and rule of law.

Sri Lanka's position in the country ranking of knowledge economy is not very
satisfactory. She is placed at the 101st position out of 142 countriesin the ranking
for the year 2012. In the performance score schedule ranging from 0 (=Iowest) to 10
{=highestL the Knowledge Index for Sri Lanka is only 3.63 as against 8.52 for Hong
Kong and 7.97 for South Korea. Meanwhile, the Knowledge Economy Index for Sri
Lanka is only 3.49 whereas the scores for South Korea and Hong Kong are 8.65 and
8.17, respectively.

Thus, we need to make much headway towards achieving the knowledge
economy status. It is the key to accelerate economic growth. Many developing
countries, including Sri Lanka, have been remaining in the lower-middle income range
category (per capita income ranging from $ 1,016 to $ 4,086) for prolonged periods
due to their inability to move away from basic industries to high-tech industries.
Countries which are stagnating in the middle income level of per capita income for
longer periods are said to be caught in the "middle-income" trap. Only a very few
developing countries including the newly industrialized economies in the East Asian
region have been able to escape the trap.

The key to escape the middle income trap is to formulate comprehensive STI
strategies to move the country towards an innovative and knowledge-based economy.
In this regard, investment in R&D is critically important to transform the production
process from labour-intensive basic industries to high value added and technology-
intensive industries.

While I have emphasized technological progress as the key driver of economic
growth throughout my speech, social and environmental repercussions that may
emerge in the growth process should not be ignored. Economic growth does not
necessarily mean that benefits are evenly distributed among individuals. Therefore,
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precautions should be taken to maintain social equity so as to narrow the gaps
between the rich and the poor. Extra care also needs to be taken to protect the
environment while economic activities are in progress. Economic growth, social equity
and environmental protection together form sustainable development that meets
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs.

With these observations, you may have realized by now that you, as young
graduates, have a formidable challenge to be creative thinkers and innovators for the
betterment of our society. We cannot live in isolation in the well-knit, competitive
global environment.
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I wish you the very best for your future endeavours - embrace the challenges,
and take your share in shaping the world. Become creators of the future. I am
confident that you can do it.

Congratu lations!

Prof. 5.5. Colombage
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6T$1 r'ra; fT6\)sb $bld:>@ rDt.bLJ1c£,@a;ll.jL6lir (!pa; rliJQa; fTCBU U ~ d:>@ t.b , ~ rliJa;@ffia;fTa; LDfTsb$bl1TuSl6lirn5l
IDffiJa; 6lT~ rDrrL CBffi a; fTa; 6lJ t.b Q 6lJd:>n51llJfT6lTIJrra; rDrr6lir ~ rliJa; 6ll)6lT llil!ffi ffil6151ffi ffil6lirGl!D6lir.
IDIT ffiJa; sir U L L sbl!>fT60 Qa; 6fTIT6151c£,a; U UCBt.b @6lir @!DllJ $bl6llTio GlU fT6lir!D 'if ® .g}l$bl cf1!Dct>~
!DfTsrT160, 'if ® u 60 a; 6ll)6\)c£,a; lP a; sb$bl L io @® ct>~ 6T$blr'rU rr r'rffia; U u CB6lJ @ ~ U U d:>n5l 6T6lirWJ sir
@®c£,@t.b a; ®sb~c£,a;@ to, ~ U U rr6OTl6lir U 60 a; 6ll)6\)c£,a;lPa; a; 606151 Q~fT Lr'r U fT~ 'if ® cf1n5lllJ
GIlDsrT16},1,L L ~ t.b Q 8' uJ 6lJ~ d:>@ rDfT6lir 6151® t.bLJffilGl!D6lir.
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U 6\)ffi 6ID6Uffiffi!pffi tb 6T tiT U ~ @® !Drr L ~ 6\) ffi 6\)6l51 Q$!Irr L rTu rr ffi @®ffi® tb ~!f;I

~ W rTr5$!I @LLDrr®tb. U 6\)ffi 6ID6Uffiffi!pffi torr 6lff~, @® !Drr L ~ tiT ~rD16l51tiT LDdJ!)JJtb

® rr6lff~!f;I tiT 6IDLDW LDrr® tb . if rT6lJ ~ $!Iif U 6\)ffi 6ID6Uffi ffi!p ffi if ffilffi ~!f;ItiT W rr lllJ] dJ ®

~ 6IDLDW U 6\) ffi 6ID6Uffi ffi!p ffi ffilffi 6Tr, " ~ rD16l.Jif rr rT ~ ~6lJ 6\)ffi 6f\l tiT U rr~ ffi fTIJU rr6lTrTffi 6lTrr ffi

QU!)JJtb Qurr!)JJU6IDU" 6JdJrD1®uu~$!IrrCB, "~rD16l.Jffiffirr ffi torr ~!f;II)~LD ~rD16ID6lJ ~$!I~

~ U rrffiffilfu ~ W ~ rfl6IDLD, ~~ 6IDLDWrr6lff 6151LDrTif sn ~!f;ItiT ~ U rr~ 6Tr5$!1Q$!Irr ®

~ 6ID!DuJ] ~tb L.51tiT Q$!Irr L rTr5~ ~ U rrffiffilfu ~W ~rfl6ID LD, 6J 6ID6lff~ W rr I)~ 6T ~ 61mffilffi 6ID6lT

Q U rr!)JJffi ffi ffi Ifu ~ W LDdJ!)JJio ~ I) If]W 6\) $!I6ID6UuJ] L 6\)ffi 6f\l615l® r5 ~ r:5ffil® tb ~ rfl6IDLD ~ U rr tiT!D

(!pffi41w ~ffi rr L U rr CBffi6Tr Q$!Irr L rTU rrffi @ ®ffi416liJ!D~. ~$!I6liJ (!PtiT@l6ID1) uJ]6\) ~ LD~tb

® rD1U L.51L U U L ~ ® U U ~ , U 6\) ffi 6ID6Uffi ffi!p ffi ffilffi 6lTrr 6\) ffi dJ L.51~$!I6\) LDdJ!)JJtb ~ I) rr uJ 6l.Jffi 6Tr

(!P 6Uio /fr$!Ir5!f;11)tb LDdJ!)JJtb rfilW rr W io , LD~ $!I Q ffi 6lTI) 6lJ tb LDdJ!)JJio @ ~~ 6ID!p U 4

~urrtiT!D ~ffirrLUrrCBffi6ID6lT ~LDtbuCB~~41tiT!D LDdJ!)JJtb ifrT6lJ~$!Iif $!Il)uL.516\) Qurr®6Tr

~ !f;IW rr6lff~ to U ~ 4 ~ !f;IW rr6lff~ LDrrsn s.,$!I6tll ffi 6ID6lT 6lJ 6lTrT~!f;I CBtb if (!Pffi rfil!)JJ6lJ 6lffffilffi 6lTrr ffi

Q if W dJ U CBtb Q u rr!)JJU 6IDU 6JdJ rD1® U U $!Irr® tb. U 6\) ffi 6ID6Uffi ffi!p ffi ~$!I rr 6\) rfil6ID!D~ 6lJ dJ rD1L

~6lJ~~W @tiT@lQLDrr® (!pffi41w uoowrr6lff~ ~rD16l.J QudJIDlffiQffirrCBuu$!Irr®tb.

~ rD16ID6lJ Q u dJ IDlffi Q ffi rrCB~$!I6\) U 6\) ffi 6ID6Uffi ffi!p ffi ~ 6ID$!I if rr rTr5 $!I Q u rr~ Qif w dJ u rr L rr ffi

@®uu~$!IrrCB, @6Uffi®LtiTlfu~W$!lrrffi ~l)rruJ6l.Jffi6Tr (!p6Utb 4~$!IrD16ID6lJ ~$!I~U ~urr6lJ~

U6\)ffi6ID6Uffiffi!pffi~!b1tiT ~~UU6IDLWrr6lff QifwdJurrLrr®tb.

@ffi ffi rr 6U~!b1tiT ~ u rr~ u 6\)ffi 6ID6Uffi ffi!p ffi ~$!I rr 6\) ~ LDdJ u ~ w rr6lff Qffi rr6lT6IDffi ffi® ffi®

6JdJ!D U u ~w rrffi Qif w dJ U CB6lJ$!Irr? ~ ~ 6IDLDuJ]6U~ W 6TLD~ U 6\)ffi 6ID6Uffi!pffiffil ffi6lT ~$!Iif~!b1tiT

~ rD16l.J LDdJ!)JJtb ® rr 6lfftb 6T tiT u 6lJ dJ rD1tiT 6IDLDW LDrrffi Qif w dJ u CB6lJ $!Irr Q6lJ ser @®6lJl)rr 6\)

~ ffi 6Tr6tll ~ ffi dJ ffi (!p ~ ~ io, ~ rD16l.Jif rr rT ~ ~ 6lJ 6\)ffi 6Tr LDdJ!)JJtb ® rr6lff~!b1 tiT u rr~ ffi rr6lJ 6lTrTffi 6lTrr ffi

u 6\) ffi 6ID6Uffi ffi!p ffi ~$!I rr 6\) u 6U$!II)U u L L ~ 6ID!Dffi 6f\l6\) U I) 6l51if Qif tiT!)JJ6Tr6lT, ® rD1ffi ~ ffi rr® L tiT

~ LDdJu CB41tiT!D ~I) rr uJ 6l.Jffi6Tr (!P 6Utb torr ~!b1I)~ LD 6IDffiU U dJrD1Lffilfu ~w ~rD16ID 6lJ ~$!I~ U

~ U rr6lJ!b16\) torr 61m6lJ rTffi 6f\l@l6Tr $bI) rr$!I $!Irr ffi ~ 6ID$!I 6JdJ u CB~$!I6\) ~ 6lJ cflw tb . $!Irr ffilffi 6Tr

~rD141tiT!D 6tll$!lLDrrffi ~!D rr U 6\) Q6lJ dJrD1w rr 6lTrTffi6Tr ~ffirr w~!b16\) @ ® r5~ 6lJ ® ~ 6lJ rr I) 6\) 6U.

~!D rrU 6\) Q6lJ dJrD1w rr6lTrTffi6Tr 6T 6lffU ~ ~ LDdJlfu ~ W ffi 6\)6tll Q$!Irr L rTUrrffi @® ffiffiffilfu ~ w

~!b1~ w rTr5$!1 @Lffilffi6f\ltiT torr 61m 6lJ rT if (!Pffi ffilffi 6f\l615l® r5~ ~®6lJ rr ® ~6lJ rr rTffi ~ 6lT.

~ rD16l.Jffi ffi rr ffi ~ 6lJ rTffi 6f\l@l6Tr 6JdJ U L ~ ® ffi ® tb $bI) rr$!I $!Irrffi tb ffi rr I)61m LDrrffi

~ 6ID6lff~~ 6Uffi~!b16\) LD6ID!Dr5!b1 ® ffi ® tb ~ ~ 6IDLDffi6ID6lT Q6lJ 6f\l U uCB ~!b1ffi Qffi rr ~ CB6Tr6lT

LDffirr ~ rD16lJrr 6lTrTffi 6lTrr6lJ rT. ~ U U rr tiT , ~!D rr Q U 6\) u rfl/fr ffi 6lTrr 6\) Q ffi 6lTI)6tll ffi ffi U U L L

~ sU 6lJ rr!D rr6lff ~ rD1® rTffi 6Tr U 6UrfltiT $!IrrW ffi tb 6T tiT U 6ID$!I uS)ffi LD41bV if If] ~ L tiT Ifu IDl41 ~!D tiT .

1949 ~tb ~~~6\) ~uurr~w (!p$!I6Urr6lJ~ ~!Drru6\) urflifrr6f\lwrr ffi ~ffirr6lJrr ~Q$!I41,

~ ~ U U 6IDL W rr6lff ~ @lffiffi6Tr @®u U $!Irr ffi (!ptiT 6lffrD16l51~$!I6\) Qif uJ $!I$!ItiT ffi rr I)61m LDrrffi

Q U 6lT$bffi 6tll ® ® rr6lfftb Q$!I rr L rTU rrffi ~!D rr U 6\) U rfl/fr Q6lJ tiT!D 6lffrT. @$!ItiT L.51tiT 6lffrT, 615l~ w rr

6Tifrr 41 6T6lffU6lJ®tb 1973 @6\) QU6lT$bffi 6l51®®rr6lfftb Q$!IrrLrTUrr ffi ~!Drru6\) urfl/fr

Qu dJ !D~$!Irr CB, Q$!Irr Q6lff ffi rr6lJ rr /fr/fr(!p @6lffrr6\) 1978 @ 6\) ~ LdJ Q!D rr y5l615lw 6\) ~ 6\) 6U~

LD®~~6lJ6l51W6\) Q$!IrrLrTUrr ffi 6lJ!pffilffiuuCBtb ~!Drru6\) urfl/frtb, QffitiTifrr4~l)rr @6J @6lffrr6\)

1994 @ 6\) @ 6Uffi 41 w ~!b1 dJ ffi rr ffi 6lJ !p ffilffi U U CB41 tiT!D ~!D rr U 6\) U rfl/fr tb Q 6lJ tiT IDlffi Qffi rr~ L 6lffrT.
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&l6ni (0) LD ffi IT6\) ~sbl6i:l @6U u IT6ni @ 6nT~1!>61.1I'rffi 6lTIT6i:l Q I!>ITL r'rd:> ~ @LUdJ (0) ffi u5l LU6i:l ~ 6O)!D

QI!>ITLr'rUIT ffi 6)J!:firilffiuuCBtb eg~ITu6i:l urfl6O)a: (6)J6ni!J)lQffiITsiT6lTUULL6nT. 2002 ~tb

~ ~ 19-6i:l egI!>ITffil egLUIT U 6i:lffi (0) 6\) a, ffi!:fi ffi ~ sbl6ni LDa:egI!>IT~ Q ffi IT~ U IT Q U 6lT$bffi ro ® ®IT6nTio
Q I!>ITL r'rU ITffi 6l.Jio, 2010 ~ io ~ ~ 19-6i:l Q 91illITa, (0) ffi egI!>IT U 6i:lffi (0) 6\)a, ffi!:fi ffi ~sbl6ni &I ffill)"IT

enenffil LDdJ!J)l io egI!>ITffil egLUIT U 6i:lffi (0) 6\)a, ffi!:fi ffi ~sbl6ni 6T uJ <fl Q ~ffil<fl @!Ja:ITLU6nT u5l LU6i:l

QI!>IT L r'rU ITffi 6l.Jtb , 20 12 ~ io ~ ~ 19-6i:l ffileg LUITegI!>IT U 6i:lffi (0) 6\) a, ffi!:fi ffi si>sbl6i:l 6T15l6OiLUIT

ffi LD6llTITffi IT ~ ® a.,u5l r'rLDril ffi siT 6)J 6lTr'r~I!> 6i:l Q I!>ITL r'rU ITffi ~ L dJ Q!D IT[!516151LU6i:l &l6i:l6\)~

LD®~~6)JroLU6i:l QI!> ITLr'rU ITffi 6)J!:firilffiuuCBtb eg~ITu6i:l urflen (6)J6ni!D6nTr'r. 2008 LDdJ!J)ltb

201 0 @dJ® @6O)LUULL ffiIT6\)~sbl6i:l LDIT~sbll)"tb ~!J)l @6UUIT6ni @6nT~I!>6)Jr'r ffisiT @LUdJ6O)ffi

ro® ®IT6Ol1ffisiT QI!> ITL rr U ITffi 6)J !:firil ffi U U CBtb ~ ffi ~ LUr'rI!>I)" ro® I!>IT6nT Q U 6lT$bffi u5l LU6i:l

LDdJ!J)lio @ I)"a: ITLU6nTu5l LU6i:l U rflen ffi 6lTIT6i:l Qffi 6lT!J 6lJ1a, ffi U U L 19-® U U ~ ro ® ®ITsrr LDdJ!J)l tb

QI!> IT[!516i:l[)l L U ~ 6O)!Du5l6i:l a: r'r6)JegI!>a: ~ sbl uilso ITffi (!PI!> 6151L io 6T CBU U (0) I!> egI!>ITdJ!J)lro ~ egI!>.

@6U U IT6Ol1LU U 6i:lffi (0) 6\)a, ffi!:fi ffi &1(0) LDU 1IU U dJ rD1 LU QUIT ~ 6)J IT6nT U 6\) ffi ITI)"6O"OTril ffi (0) 6lT

I!>ril ffi srih;io (!p 6ni (0) 6)J U U I!>dJ ® I!>dJ egU IT~ ~ IT6ni ro ® io1Iffil eg!D6ni . @6u U IT6Ol16i:l ~ LUr'r ffi 6i:lro

~!JtbULDIT6)J~ 12 6)J®Lrilffi6O)6lTa, QffiIT~L ~I)"tbu ffi6i:lro6O)LU (~I)"tbu UITLa:IT6O)6\)u5l6i:l

6 6)J ® L ril ffi siT LDdJ!J)ltb &ll9- @ I)"~L ITtbl!>l)" LDdJ!J)lio egLD6i:l ~ LUr'r @ I)"~ LIT tbl!>l)"

U ITL a: IT(0) 6\) uilso I!>6\) IT 3 6)J ® L ril ffi siTrol!> to) @!J)lsbl Qa: uJ 6)J 1!>6Oi Ul60i 6nTeg!J. ~!J ioU U L L io ,
U L L U Ul6ni U L L tb LDdJ!J)l tb Q I!>IT[!516i:la: ITr'r U L L ril ffi siT 6)J !:firil ® ffil!D ~!J)l6)J 6nTril ffi siT, @6O)6O"OT

U L L ril ffi siT 6)J !:firil ® ffil6ni!D ffi 6Ol16i; L U ITL a: IT(0) 6\)ffi sn, &ll9-LD L L @ I)"~ L ITtbl!> I)" U ITL a: IT(0) 6\)

ffi 6i:lro6O) LU @!J)lsbl Q a: uJ LUU U L CBsiT 6lT LDIT6O"OT6)J r'rffi siT 5 6)J ® L ffi IT6\) LDITffi ~ (0) L (!p 6O)!D LDdJ!J)l tb

~ a, ffi U y,r'r 6)J U u5l dJ <fl6O)LU Q u!J)l6)J I!>dJ ffi ITffi ~ siT 6)J ITril ® ffil6ni!D QI!> IT[!516i:l[)l L U U ITL a: IT(0) 6\)ffi siT

LDdJ!J)l tb QI!> IT[!516i:la:ITr'r ~ (0) L (!p 6O)!Da: ITr'r sbl!D 60i egLDtb U ITL 19-6ni eg~ ITa,ffi ~~ L 60i &I sbl ro ega: L

U ITL Q ~ n51ffi siT ~ L IT~~ ffil6ni!D ro ega: L U u5l dJ <flU U ITL a: IT(0) 6\)ffi siT ( ro ega: L U ITL a: IT(0) 6\)ffi siT )

@6U U IT6Ol1LU ~ UJr'r ffi 6i:lroa: ITr'r ~!J)l6)J 6nTril ffi 6lTITffi ffi!J)l1!>U U CBio. U 6i:lffi (0) 6\)a, ffi!:fi ffi ril ffi siT

6fi:l1!>ITUla, ® tb &ll9- U U (0) L u5l6i:l @6uU IT6Ol1LU U 6i:lffi (0) 6\) a, ffi!:fi ffi ril ffi siT (!p6ni!J)l rol!> LDIT® tb .

(!PI!> 6\) IT6)J ~, @6UUIT6ni &II)" a: ITril ffi ~I!> IT6i:l 6fi:lI!>ITUla, ffi U U L CBsiT 6lT &I!J a: U 6i:lffi (0) 6\) a, ffi!:fi ffi ril ffi siT ,

@ I)"~ L IT6)J I!>ITffi , Ul!J egI!>a: &II)" a: ~!J)l6)J 6llTril ffi siT LDdJ!J)l io 1!>6Ol1LUITr'r U 6i:lffi (0) 6\) a, ffi!:fi ffi ril ffi 6lTIT6i:l

6fi:l1!>ITUla, ffi U U L CBsiT 6lT &II)" a: U 6i:lffi (0) 6\)a, ffi!:fi ffi ril ffi siT , (!p6ni!D IT6)J I!>ITffi , ffi 6i:lro a: ITrr

8fi L CB~I!> ITU 6nTril ffi 6lTIT6i:l 6fi:l1!>ITUla, ffi U U L CBsiT 6lT U 6i:lffi (0) 6\)a, ffi!:fi ffi ril ffi siT 6T 6ni!D 6)J (0) ffi UJIT® io.
egI!>cflLU U 6i:lffi (0) 6\) a, ffi!:fi ffi ril ffi siT @6U ' U IT6Ol1LU ~ LUr'r ffi 6i:lro u5l(0) 6nT egLD6i:l (!p 6ni eg6nTdJ!D 6i:l

LDdJ!J)l io a: rfla: LD ~ (0) 6\) uJ16ni &I Ulro ® ~sbl Q a: uJ 6)J (0) I!> ® rD1a, egffi IT6lTITffi a, Qffi IT~ L (!p6ni

~ (0) 6\) ~!J)l6)J 6nTril ffi 6lTITffi Qa: LUdJ U CBffil!D ~ . &II)" a: U 6i:lffi (0) 6\) a, ffi!:fiffi ril ffi siT Ull)"egI!>a: LDa, ffi 6lT~

~ LUrr ffi 6i:lro egI!>(0) 6)J U U ITCBffi (0) 6lT Y, r'r~ sbl Qa: uJ ffil6ni!D LDdJ!J)l io Ull)"egI!>a: a: (!Pffi ril ffi® a, ®
&I n516l.Ja: ITr'r LDdJ!J)l io ffi 6\) ITa: ITI)" ~ (0) 6\) LUril ffi 6lTITffi Qa: LUdJ U CBtb ro L LU~sbl6ni egU IT~ (!pa, ffil LU

U ~ (0) LU !leg L L CBffil!D ~ . @6UUIT6Ol1LU Q LDIT~I!> U 6i:lffi (0) 6\)a, ffi!:fi ffi ril ffi orTl6O)L u5l6i:l en LD ITr'r

73 % rol!> tb I!>6Ol1LUITr'r U 6i:lffi (0) 6\) a, ffi!:fiffi ril ffi 6lTITffi @® U U egI!>ITCB U 6i:lffi (0) 6\) a, ffi !:fiffi ril ffi orTl6i:l

U sbl6l.JU Q u!J)l tb LDIT6O"OT6)J r'rffi orTl6O)L u5l6i:l en LDITr'r 7 3 % rol!> tb ~ L U CB6)J ~ tb I!>6Ol1LUITr'r

U 6i:lffi (0) 6\) a, ffi!:fi ffi ril ffi® a, egffi . 1!>6Ol1LUITr'r U 6i:lffi (0) 6\)a, ffi!:fi ffi ril ffi siT I!>LD~ ~ (0) 6\) U U ITCBL 60i
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Q~rrLrTLjUULL ~~U)8> QU[lJLD~8>6lO6lT &l~UU6lOLWrr8>ffi Q8>rr~CB r51[lJ61.J6nT~~rD~8>
~d1UULL 8>6D6151LDrD[lJLD ~O"rruJiJ:cfl Qa:WrDUrrCB8>6lO6lT ~LDLDUCB~~LD.

QLDuJ~ 8>rr6D~~6D @®r:i:i~ ~O"LDUlffi8>uULCB rn6116nTLDW 8>rr6DLD ~urr~~!D
@O"~Lrr61.J~ ~6D8> LDrrllj~~~~~ Ul~6nTrT 6JrDULL Qurr®6lTrr ~rrO" &lUl6151®~~ 8>rr6DLD
IJ,O"rr6lj LD ~ UUrrd1w U6D8>6lO6Dffi8>!:Q8>rbJ8>6lTrr6D LDdI~ 61.J6lT UW16D6151~~6D, &ln516lja: rrrr
&l~UU6lOL r516lO6DW16lO6nT6JrDuCB~~6D LDrD[lJLD a:@8> Qurr®6lTrr ~rrO" 61.J6lTrTiJ:cfl LDrD[lJLD
&lUl6151®~~ 6T®JLD ~6lO!D8>6Tr Q~rrLrTUrr 8> QU®LD UrbJ8>6lT1U6lOU61.J!:QrbJ8>uULCB6Tr6lT~·
~LDrD Ifun51W 8>rr6DU U®~8>6lT1~ ~urr~ U6D8>6lO6Dffi8>!:Q8>~~rr6D ~~cflw, &l0"a: LDrD[lJLD
~d1wrrrT 6T®JLD ~61.J[lJurrCB8>6lO6lTUl~ ~urrLuuLCB ~LDLDrr6D r516lO!D~61.JrD!DUUL~61.J~~WU
UrbJ® LDrD[lJLD UOO Wrr6lO61.J6T~U6lO~ UrDn51w Qurr~ &ln516ljL~ Qa:wrDuLCB6Tr6lT6nTrT.
@~~6lO8>wQ~rr® @;'!:Q6\Sl~ cbli;J r518>li;J8>rr6D~~ U6D8>6lO6Dffi8>!:Q8>rbJ8>6lTrr6DU6D~O"UULL
LDrD[lJLD U6D61.J6lO8>Wrr6nT LDrr6O"OT61.JLDrD[lJLD a:@8> ~~6lO61.JuurrCB8>6Tr Q~rrLrTUrr 8>
Qa: uJ(!P 6lO!DW rr6nT LD[lJQ torr W1W16lO6nT 61.J!:QrbJ8>UUCBQ LD6nT6lj LD, @~~L ~ @6lO6O"OT61.Jrr8>
@61.JrT8>6lT~ 8>6D6151W1~ ® 60"0Tr516lO!D61516lO6nT~ [lJ~U UCB~~ 6D LDrD[lJ LD ~ LD6D(!p~~6nTrD!D ~6lO ~
6JrDUCB~~ UUCBLD 6T6nT6ljLD 6T~ rTUmr ffi8>UUCBffi1!D~. 8>6D6151W1~ ® 60"0Tr516lO!D61516lO6nT
~[lJ~uuCB~~6D LDrD[lJLD ~LD6D (!p~~6nTrD!DuuCB~6D 6T®JLD ~~W16D urrrTffiffi1~!D ~urr~
U6D8>6lO6Dffi8>!:Q8>rbJ8>6lTrr6Da:@8> ~8>rrrf1ffi6lO8>8>6Tr Q~rrLrTUrr 8> ~urr ~LDrr6nT UlO"~UW1U6lOU
8>rrLL~61.J~~W &l~~ a:LDWLD9LCBQLDrr~~ ~6D8>~~L®JLD Qa:uJ(!p6lO!D Q~rrLrTUrrL6lO6D
uO"rrLDrf1~~ffi Q8>rr6Tr6lT6D ~61.J~CBLD. a:rT61.J~~a:LDwUuCB~~6D LDrD[lJLD8>6O"OTdlLDWUUL~~6D
r51[lJ~~u5l~n51 (!p~ ~urruJQ8>rr~~®ffi®LD r518>li;J8>rr6D~~6ti1 ~urr~, LDdI~ 61.J6lT~6lO~
61.J®uuCB~~ffi1~!D, 6151®®rr6nT~6lO~ LDrD[lJLD 8>rr6Drra:rrO"~6n~ urr~8>rrffi®ffi1~!D LDrD[lJLD
~6TrrnrrLCB a:(!p~rrw~~rD® LDrD[lJLD Q~rrW16D8>®ffi® UrbJ8>6lT1U6lOU 61.J!:QrbJ®ffi1~!D
LD~~ W r516lO6DW rbJ8>6lTrr8> U6D8>6lO6Dffi8>!:QrbJ8>6lT1~ UrbJ® , u5l8> (!pffiffi1 W torr 6nT UrbJ8>rr8>
61.J6lTrTiJ:cfl &l6lOLr:i:i~ 61.J®ffi1!D~. @~rD® ~LD6D~8>LDrr8>, ~uurrdl6D ~urr~~!D
Q61.J6lT1rnrrCB8>6lT1~LDr518>li;J8>rr6D~~6D 6JrDUL~®ffi®LD r516lO6D6lOLDQ~rrLrTUrr8> 8>61.JdI~~
urrrr ffiffi1~!D ~urr ~ U6D8>6lO6Dffi8>!:Q8>~~rD®rf1w a:@8> UrbJ® ~LD~LD &l8>6DLDrrffi1~!D~.
~cflw 61.J6lO6lTW Qurr®6lTrr ~rrO" 9®6lOLDuurrCB Q~rrLrTUrr 8> QUrDn51®ffi®LD 61.J6lTrTiJ:cfl,
~6D8>LDWuuCB~~~ffi® 9uurr 8> $b6151O"LD6lOLr:i:i~6Tr6lTQurr(~6lTrr ~rrO"~urrLLg. ~urr~~!D,
~6O"OT6lj , a:ffi~ 61.J!:QrbJ8>6D, LD® ~~61.J 61.Ja:~8>6Tr LDrD[lJ LD ffi8>rr~rr 0"LD 6T®J LD ~ 6lO!D8>6lT16D
6JrDuLLg.®ffi®LD UlO"iJ:cfl6lO6nT8>6TrLDrD[lJLD Qrn[lJffi8>Lg.8>6Tr LDdI~ @6nT~~rD® Qurr ~61.Jrr8>
cflffi8>sorr 6nT @;,!:Q6lO6D 6JrDu CB~~ 61.J®ffi1!D~. @ ~~ 6lO8>W Q61.Jrr® Ul~ 6nT00W1®J 6Tr,
a:@8>~~®J6Tr 6JrDuLCB 61.J®LD 8>LL6lOLDULj ~~wrr6nT LDrrrD!DrbJ8>6lT1~ (!p~ rn6116nT
~6D8>~~rD8>rr 8> ~6lO6D61.JrT8>6lO6lT uW16D6151~~6D WrD[lJLD cfl!Dr:i:i~ (!p~~6nTrD!D~6lO~
QUrD[lJffiQ8>rr6Tr6lT @W~LDrr6nT 6151~LDrr8> &lrD16lj LDrD[lJLD ~rD!D6D8>®L~Ifu~W
LDdI~rT 8>6lO6lT r51rTLDrrOO~~6D Q~rrLrTUrr 8> u6D8>6lO6Dffi8>!:Q8>rbJ8>®ffi® 9® ~d1UULL
UrbJ~8>rD6lOU 61.J!:QrbJffi1L@W~QLD6nT ~uurr~ rnLDLjffi1!D~.

U6D8>6lO6Dffi8>!:Q8>rbJ8>®ffi® ~d1uuLCB @®ffi8> (!p~wrr~: U6D8>6lO6Dffi8>!:Q8>rbJ8>6Tr
~d1uuLCB @®ffi8> ~61.J~~W~u5l6D6lO6D. @61.JrT8>6Tr ~~cflw U6D8>6lO6Dffi8>!:Q8>rbJ8>6Tr
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Glu IT~Gl!D if rT6lJGl~if U 6Da; 6G)6\)& a; !:!?a;ffila;® L~ ill ,g}l016ljiflT rT G1~ITLrT 6lja; 6G)6TT
6JwuCB$i>$b1&G1a;ITsir 6TT6D Gl6lJ~ CBill. ~ U GlUIT&ffil~ ffi!:i?, ~ ® rDITCBa;61fl6G)Lu)l6D (fu LCB
~ uJ 6lj a; 6G)6TT lliI! & ffilro &@ill GlrDIT& a; $i>~ L ~ GlU~ IT~ 6G)60T U6Da; 6G)6\)& a; !:!?a;$i>$b16D
6li:l~ITtJ1&a; U ULCBsir 6TT ~ 6\)ffil6G)a; - ~ U UIT~ a; 6Dro ~ 6G)6\)llJ(!:p ill, ~$i>~IT 6D if a; 6\)
U6Da; 6G)6\)&a; !:!?a;ffila; 6G)6TT ~ 6G)6m &a; UU LCB G1ifllJ WuCB$i>$b1llJ (fu L CB ~ ~ITuJ a=cfl

G1ifllJw01LL(!:pill G1~ITLrTUITa; rDIT~ ~ffil@ LD60Till~6G)!Dlli~ LDffil!:i?6ljLGl6OT@01uU1CBffilGl!D~.
ifrT6lJGl~if ~~ ITuJ6lj ~ ® 6G)LDUUITCB ~ 6\)a; ill (!:p@6lJ$b1~ill U6Da; 6G)6\)&a;!:!? a; ffila; 61fl~
rD~~ITuJ6lj ,g}l~6lJ 6Da; 61fl~ 6G)LDllJ$i>~ L ~ ~ 6G)6mllJ U UL L , ro ifl6lJITa; ,g}la; 6\)LDITffil~!D

u@$b1llJIT a; ~®uuGl~ITCB, ~~wa;IT6OT a;IT~6mLDIT a; ,g}l6G)LDlli$b1®uu~, ~~~ (!p6\)ill uSla;
,g}la; 6\)LDIT60T 6lJif $b1a; sir LDW[ll ill 6lJ6TTffila; sir G1~ IT@$b1&@ G1rD[ll ffil@ill 6lJITuJ U Lj LDW[ll ill [)IT ~6OT
G1~IT!:!516D(!)JLU$i>~IT6D1d,~6mLD6G)Llli~, rD6U6OTG1ifllJwuITCBa;sir G1~IT@$b1a;®L~ ~6G)6mlli~
G1ifllJ WU L&(fu ll].llJ 6lJITuJ UtJ16G)6OT ~uJ6lJ IT6TTrra;®&@ 6JWUCB$i>$b1& G1a;ITCBu u~ IT@ill.
GlLD~ ill, ~ $i>~IT6D 6J6G)60TllJ ~ uJ 6lj if ITrT ,g}l6G)LDULja; sir G1~ ITL rTUIT60T ,g}l016G)6lJ G1UW[ll &
G1a;ITCBU UGl~IT CB ~ UITllJ 6lJ!:!51if ITrT G1~ ITL rT6lj a; 6G)6TT 6JWUCB$i>$b1& G1a;ITsir 6lJ$b16D Uffila; 61flU6G)U
6lJ!:!?ffil@6lJ~IT@ill.

~UUIT~ 6TUGlUIT~GlLD ifrT6lJGl~if LDIT6m6lJrTa;®&@ ~llirDITLCB&@ 6lJ®6lJ~W@ill
,g}lffil@ U6Da; 6G)6\)&a; !:!?a;ffila;61fl6D a;w U~W@ ill lliI!&a; LD61fl&a;UU LCBsir 6TT~. ~ U UIT~
ifrT6lJGl~if LDIT6m6lJrTa; sir G1~ITLrTUITa; 6TUGlUIT~GlLD ~6iJG16lJIT® 6lJ®L$i>$b1~ill ,g}l~if
Lj6\)6G)LDU Uiflcfl6Da; sir ~ 6iJ 6T~ 6m $i>6G)~ (!:pWUCB$i>$b1GlllJ 6lJ!:!?ffil@ ffil!D~ . ,g}lGl60Ta; LDIT60T
~ 6\)ffil6G)a; llJ rTa; sir 6JWa; 60TGl6lJ ~ U Lj6\) 6G)LDU Uiflcfl6Da; 6G)6TT G16lJ~ [ll ~ U UIT60llllJ
U6Da; 6G)6\)& a;!:!?a; ffila; 6TTIT6D UL L ill G1UW[ll sir 6TT60TrT. ~ 6\)ffil6G)a; U6Da; 6G)6\)&a;!:!? a; ffila; 61fl6D
~ ® & ffil~!D ~ ® cfl6\) GlU~ ITcfliflllJ rTa; sir LDW[ll ill a; 6\)ITr51$b1a; sir ~ UUIT~ UL L ~ ITifla; 6TTIT6lJrr .
~6lJrT a;6TTIT6D "~6\)ffil6G)a; - ~UUIT~ ULL~ITifla;61fl~ ifffila;w" (Japanese Graduate
Alumni Association of Sri Lanka - JAGAAS) 6T6OT ~® ,g}l6G)LDU6G)ull.jill 6JwuCB$i>$b1&
G1a;IT~ CBsir 6TT60Trr. GlLD~ ill, ~ U UIT6nTlllJ ,g}l~ if ITffila;$i>$b16OTIT6D U6\)~~ UU L L LDIT6m 6lJIT
UiflLDITW[ll ~a;!:i? a= cfla; 61fl~ ffi!:i? U6Da; 6G)6\)& a;!:!?a; LDIT6m 6lJrTa; sir ,g}lGl60Ta; LDITGl60TIT® & @ ~ lli

rDITLCB&@ 6lJ® LDIT[ll ,g}l6G)!:!?&a; UU L CBsir6TT~ . ~ U U 6Da; 6G)6\)&a; !:!?a;$i>6G)~ if ITrTlli~ U 6\)
LDIT6m6lJrTa;®ill ~® iflli~rTuffila;61fl~ GlUIT~ ~UUIT6nTl6D G1ifllJwuCB$i>$b1llJ JENESYS
6T~ill LDIT6m 6lJrT ,g}l6G)!:!?U Lj ~a; !:i?a=cfl&@ Uffila; 61flu u$b16D ,g}l6G)!:!?&a; U UL L Gl~IT CB
~6lJrT a; sir ~lli ~a;!:i?a=cfl (!p6\)ill G1u®ill UllJ6G)6OT G1uw01®uu~w@ 6T6iJro~ iflliGl~a;(!:pill
~ 6D6G)6\). ~ 6G)~$i> ~ro ~ , ~ 6\)ffil6G)a; ,g}l~ if tJ1iflro~ ~$i>$b1GlllJ ITa;$i>~rT a; sir LDW[ll ill
G16lJ61flrDITL CB Glif 6G)6lJa; sir ~ $i>$b1GlllJ ITa; $i>~rTa; sir G1~ ITL rTU ITa; ~ 6G)6TTllJ ~ 6G)6\)6lJrTa; 61fl~
~a;!:i?a=cfl (Young Leaders' Program - YLP) 6T~[ll ULLUU1~ULL uITLG1rD01u)l6G)6OT
,g}l01(!:pa; U uCB$i>~u UL CBsir6TTGl~ITCB ~ ~~ ~rT 6lJITa; ,g}l~6lJ 6Da;sir, G1a;ITsir 6G)a;a;sir a; W!D6D
G1~ITLrTUITa; Gl~cflllJ ULLUtJ1~ULL ~[ll6lJ6OTill (National Graduate Institute for Policy
Studies - GRIPS) (!p6\)ill ~UUIT~ ,g}l~if Lj6\)6G)LDU Uiflffi ~a;!:i?a=cflll.jL~ rD6G)L uW!DuuCBill.
~ 6\)ffil6G)a;u)l6D ~ U UIT~ ~ ~ ~ a; ill (!p6\) ill rDITL ll].~sir 6TT if a; 6\) U 6Da; 6G)6\)&a;!:!?a; ffila;® L~
uSla; G1rD® ffilffilllJ G1~ ITL rT6lj a; 6G)6TT 6JWUCB$i>$b1& G1a;IT~ ll].® U u Gl~ ITCB LDIT6m 6lJrra; sir LDW[ll ill
u6Da;6G)6\)&a;!:!?a; ~cfliflllJrT a; sir G1~ITLrTUITa; UiflLDITW!D6D ~a;!:i?a=cfla;sir G1~ITLrTUITa;
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6lJ rruJ U t5l6lJ)6lJT 6JrDu CBsb ~$I!D ~ . @!b6lJTllJUU 6lJ)L uilso C8w [DrrtiT @tiT!!ll !bnil ffi 6lT~ ULL LD61T1U lj
ro!:fl rrrotiT ~ 6lJ)!:flU t5l6lJ)6lJT 6JrD@ @st16i:J U nil C8ffirD$I tiT C8!DtiT .

(!Pffi rr6lJ)LDsb~ 6lJ ffi rD6lJ)ffi ffisiT LDrD!!llio 6lJ rr!b!bffi ro ®® rr6lJT UL Lb, @ 6\) nil 6lJ)ffi
C8!bcflw U 6i:Jffi 6lJ)6\)& ffi!:flffi ~ 6lJ)LDU t5l6i:J uSlffiU Q U rfiw UL Lb sr tiT U~ Lb, @!btiT a., siT6lTffi
torr 6O"OT6lJ iTffi 6lT1tiT sr ~ 00& 6lJ)ffi 5, 000 @rD@Lb C8LDrDULCBsiT6lT~ sr tiTu 6lJ)!b Q~ro& Qffi rr~L
[DrrtiT ~ Ifcflrfiw LD6lJ)L riJC8!btiT . U 6i:Jffi6lJ)6\)& ffi!:flffisbst1tiT ~ st1 cfl!DriJ!b ro6lJ) 6lJTsbst1!D tiT
Q!brr L iTu rrffi ffi rr6O"OTU u CBLb ~ n51&6lJ)ffiffi 6lJ)6lT U rr iT&$ItiT!D C8u rr~ uSlffi ~ tiT uSlsb!b
ffi rr6\) sbst16\)C8w [DrrCB&ffi rrffi C8u !Jn51® iTffi siT ~ ® 6lJ rr&@6lJst16i:J @u u 6i:Jffi6lJ)6\) & ffi!:flffisb st1rD@
@ w ~ LDrr@Lb 6f tiT u C8!b sr 6lJT~ [DLbt5l& 6lJ)ffi. @tiT!!ll @nil$l®&@Lb !brr nilffi 61T16lJ)L uJl6i:J ~®
cfl6\) iT sr st1 iTffi rr6\) sb~ C8[Drru 6i:J u rfi~ rr6lTiTffi 6lTrrffi (!P llJll.j io ! @ ~ w!b rr iT!bLDrr@Lb sr tiT u C8!b
sr 6lJT~ ~ riJC8!bffiLDrD!D [DLbt5l& 6lJ)ffi ll.jLb t5l!Jrr iTstl6lJ) 6lJTll.jLb.

@!!llst1wrrffi , cfl!DriJ!b @riJst1w ffi ro ® 6lJTrr6lJT !JUriJstl!J [Drrsb !brr ffi1.iT ~ 6lJ iTffi 61T1tiT
6O"OT® (!P~ Q torr y516lJ)W !bnilffi 6ir LDsbst16i:J 6lJ)6lJU U !brD@ ro® io lj$lC8!DtiT . "~W rr!b!J
ffi 6i:Jro Q ui tiT U ~ Q 6lJ® LDC86lJT sr LD&@ !bffi 6lJ 6i:Jffi6lJ)6lT Q u rD!!ll& Qffi rrCBU u ~ LDrrsbst1!J LD6i:J6\)
~ uilrr 6lJ rr@ Lb ~ 6lJ)6lJT6lJrD!!llLtiT ~ rD!!ll6lJ)iou] LtiT Qw rDu L&ffi1.llJW ~rD!D 6lJ)6\) Qu rD!!ll
Qffi rrCBU u!b rr@ ib". ~ 61T1LDW LDrr6lJT sr st1rrffi rr6\)sb 6lJ)!b C8[Drr& $I u W 6O"OTsbst1tiT C8u rr~
~ rD!!ll6lJ)LDWrrffi Q~ W rDU CB6lJ!brD@ @ W ~ torr ffi C86lJ~CB QLD6lJT t5l!Jrr iTstl&$ItiTC8!DtiT !
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SPEECH BY H.E. MR. NOHUBITO HOBO, AMBASSADOR OF JAPAN
AT THE CONVOCATION - UNIVERSITY OF SRI JAYEWARDENEPURA

(25th September 2014 at BMICH)

Venerable. Prof. Bellanwila Wimalaratane Thero, Chancellor of the University of Sri
Jayewardenepura,
Dr. N. L. A. Karunaratna,Vice Chancellor,
Members of the Council,
Distinguished Guests,
Grandaunds, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Being invited to attend the Convocation of a university is always pleasing and it
is encouraging to see so many young students and other academics being awarded
the degrees on completion of their courses of study. I thank the Vice Chancellor Dr.
Karunaratna for inviting me to the 40th Convocation of the Faculty of Management
Studies and Commerce of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura.

First, I would like to congratulate all the graduates for successfully completing
their course of study and wish them all the very best in their future. I know how
happy you feel today, as I recall the day of my own graduation from the Faculty
of Agriculture at the University of Hokkaido in 1975. It is indeed one of the most
important moments in one's life; to arrive at a decisive crossroad that will be the
launching pad for your future career. From here on you have to forge ahead and build
your future career. So, I encourage you to face the future with confidence and be a
winner not only for yourself but also for your country.

On this special occasion of your convocation I would like to share with you
some thoughts about general expectations from universities and a brief outline on
university education in Japan.

Universities are the highest seats of learning in a country. They constitute a
nerve centre of knowledge and intellectual life. The preamble of the Constitution
of the International Association of Universities (IAU) states that universities have a
'high responsibility as guardians of the intellectual life" and they stand for certain
fundamental principles, such .as "the right to pursue knowledge for its own sake
and to follow wherever the search for truth may lead and the tolerance of divergent
opinion and freedom from political interference". Furthermore, the Preamble also
evokes 'their obligation as social institutions to promote, through teaching and
research, the principles of freedom and justice, of human dignity and solidarity' and
to 'develop material and moral aid on an international level". Another core mission
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of the university is the transmission of knowledge. Transmission of knowledge has
always been its generic task and the purposeful search for new knowledge through
research has been its primary task.

One may ask therefore, whether these principles are adhered to by universities
today and whether our universities are indeed the knowledge and intellectual hub of
the nation. As guardians of the intellectual life and knowledge, universities ought to
foster an unquenchable thirst among its students for knowledge which can only be
acquired through purposeful research in various fields. Nobel Prize winners as you
know do not fall from the skies. Nobel laureates emerge from among the student
body of these higher seats of learning and are the intellectual luminaries whose thirst
for knowledge has led them to discover hidden truths of the universe. I am happy
to say that Japan is proud to have many intellectual luminaries who were awarded
Nobel prizes. In 1949, Yukawa Hideki became the first Japanese Nobel laureate,
winning a physics prize for predicting the existence of elementary particles. He was
followed by Leo Esaki with a physics prize in 1973, Tonegawa Susumu a prize for
physiology or medicine in 1987, and Kenzaburo Oe, a literature prize in 1994. More
recently, Japanese have won Nobel prizes one after another in the natural science
area. In 2002, Masatoshi Koshiba of the University of Tokyo won a physics prize, Akira
Suzuki of Hokkaido University and Eiichi Negishi of the University of Tokyo, chemistry
prizes in 2010, and Shinya Yamanaka of Kyoto University a prize for physiology or
medicine in 2012 for the development of the iPS cell. In 2008 and 2010 alone, a total
of six Japanese were awarded physics and chemistry prizes, the highest honor for
natural scientists, highlighting Japan aiming at becoming a world leader in science
and technology.

Now let me share with you some general information about the University
system in Japan. In Japan, higher education starts upon completion of a total of 12
years of primary education (6 years in elementary school) and secondary education
(three years respectively in both lower and upper secondary schools). Japanese
higher education institutions include universities awarding bachelor's, master's,
doctor's and professional degrees, junior colleges awarding associate's degree, and
colleges of technology, where lower secondary school graduates are admitted and
receive practical and creative training throughout a five-year period, and specialized
training colleges (specialized schools) which offer specialized courses for the purpose
of developing professional or practical abilities. In Japan, universities are divided
into three categories by its founding basis: Firstly there are the national universities,
which were established by the Japanese Government, public universities which are
established by local public entities and private universities, which are established by
educational corporations. National universities serve as key organizations targeting
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the improvement and well-balanced development of Japanese higher education.
Public universities, play important roles in providing higher education opportunities
to local people and as intellectual and cultural centers in the local community. Private
universities account for about 73% of all universities and about 73% of all university
students enrollment and each private university promotes its own unique education
and research activities based on the spiritual legacy of its foundation.

Japan's universities have contributed significantly, through the period of
modernization since the Meiji era, and also the period of economic growth after
the Second World War, to the areas of human resources training, the formation of
a knowledge base, and the development and growth of the social economy. During
these times, universities, regardless of whether they were national, public or private,
were based on a shared awareness ofthe role and function expected of them. Against
this background, the universities of today are expected to respond proactively to the
diversification of the needs of both students and society, while at the same time
guaranteeing and improving the quality of their education. Universities are required
to provide a sufficient response to the demands of society from the perspective
of assuring and improving the quality of education, but also to ensure that they
communicate proactively to the wider world.

Today, where both internationalization and computerisation continue to
move forward, the role of u~iversities within society as centres for fostering human
resources, preserving and developing science and culture, and contributing to local
communities and industries is growing more and more significant. In addition to this,
in reflection of the current situation both in Japan and overseas, the social role of
universities is growing ever larger. Within international society, developments in the
integration of the Asian regional economy and severing economic competition in line
with globalisation, along with global environmental problems and issues with food
and energy supply, medical care and health, are creating problems for humankind as
a whole. Against this background, Japan believes that that university education can
playa significant role in training leaders for a new age, and equipping people with the
knowledge and skills to succeed extensively as structural changes take place within
society.

Universities cannot and must not exist in isolation. They must establish a network
of intellectual associations with other universities both local as well as global. In this
regard I am happy to note, for example, the establishment of the Sri Lanka-Japan
Study Centre at the University of Peradeniya linking all other local universities in a joint
programme with a view to encouraging collaborative research. International research
collaboration is a rapidly growing component of core research activity in universities
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all over the world, as it provides access to a wider range of facilities and resources
while enabling researchers to participate in networks of cutting-edge and innovative
activity. It also provides knowledge of other research systems and contributes to
building strategic partnerships.

Japan has always encouraged international students to come to Japan and pursue
their studies in its universities too. With that in mind, Japan provides the government
scholarships every year to international students. Already many Sri Lankans have
been awarded this scholarship and graduated from Japanese universities. Some of
the professors and academics in Sri Lankan universities are Japanese graduates. There
is also the Japanese Graduates Alumni Association of Sri Lanka known as JAGAAS.
Furthermore, Japan has invited many university students under various student
exchange programmes. Several of your own students were invited on two occasions
to participate in the JENESYSstudent invitation proramme in Japan and I am sure
they have benefitted immensely from that programme too. Apart from these, Japan
has also initiated a Master's Degree programme for Sri Lankan Public Service Officers
and Foreign Service officers known as "Young Leaders' Program (YLP)" administered
by the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) with the Japanese
Government Scholarship. The Embassy of Japan in Sri Lanka maintains very close
relations with all universities is the country and provides opportunities for student
and academic exchange programmes. That is why I accepted your invitation to attend
your convocation today. I hope we could continue this association in the future too.

I am very much impressed by what I have heard about the Faculty of
Management Studies and Commerce as being one of the largest faculty in the
national university system in Sri Lanka numbering over 5,000 internal students. Going
by your excellent records of performance I hope that your university will also produce
brilliant luminaries for your country in the near future. Who knows, maybe some of
you present here may be future Nobel Prize winners too. And I certainly hope and
wish that this would come true.

In conclusion, I would like to leave you with a quotation from the famous Indian
Poet Rabindranath Tagore who said "The highest education is that which does not
merely give us information but makes our life in harmony with all existence." May you
find that harmony in life as you forge ahead towards a bright future.

Thank you.
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