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Punchihewa, RWK; Koeniger.N; Kevan, PG & Gadawski,R (1985) Observations on the dance communication and natural foraging
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CEYLON BEE CULTURE.

By Sawoer Javatinaka, Mopauivis.

(Read April Tth, 1881.)
I have been interested iu the cniture of the heney bee of
Céylon for about the last 25 years, frow accidentnlly observing
ot first the mode of bee-keeping by bee-hunters and others ia

the Waoui, a remote part of this district (North-Western

Province.) I setmyself to work atonceia trying to :mpmu the

wpaters. By the conrtesy of Mr. Ferguson, the senior Idlhl"

“ “Qeylon Observer,” 1 was enabled to secure wouls.
Whu-hemng, and by carefully reading theas 1

mrotl to improve the primitive meana adopted by the native - y
‘wpiarists, but without success. My thauks are slso due to

. T. Bharpe, Baq,, and R. Morris, Esq., who encouragod me,

sanch In the pursnit of my experiments by gétting out for me K

lnghlh bee-hives and apparatos for working them.

r T L—Mi —&: Apis Indica;
" 7 2. —Danduwel—cBOi: Apis Florea;
; 8. —Bambarf—8I&: Apis lJorsata; and
 4.-Kana Veyiyf—2mebdon: Trigone.

2 ‘l‘he M Messd (Apis Tndica) is the commoa honey-bea of
"Qeylon, and the only specles kept by natives. Ihare hal & few
“%.lonies of these from the very beginuing, sud in tie way of

Thare are four species of honey-bees in Ueylon:— -

PR JOTIFAL, R, A. 8. (ceveos). [Vol. VIT, Pt L

inrythe genoud, which is flat and deep. 'Whenthe tirst section, or
m Juth-paece with an opening of about 10 io. scross, ia taken up,
the honey--ombs are easily removed without any injory to the
combs or to the bees, eaving the brood combs intsct within it
Directly the honey-combs are removed the mouth-piece is
ngain replaced, tied fast, sndplund in its proper position, wives
‘sl the bees retara to it and begin to work ss if they were never
distorbed. At this critical atags,'hu-m. they are fod for's
fow days with jaggery sod water, which is made into ¥ thia
light syrip, sod plased close to the meouthiGf the’ powuﬂ
v-d. In this manoer I have always had u sspply of hotisy. '
khrm, sad occasionally to spare for my friesds. m
the English bee-hives, I have madelittls or tio

o t!lun long, a8 they shew a disposition to get opt. ”"
; seding they may be regularly established htb.t}

¥} uikd when once established they keep on aud build their combe.

_nnl of ingenuity and experience to adapt the frames to fheix
. mode of comb-buildiug, or to the bees preferring pots, which are
I bslieve cooler than the boxes.

The beee are easily moved ahout in combs in frame boxes, and
~ hence it is mv impression that ther can be by compeient persons
easily reared zccording to the Enropenn system, and with
profit anl advsntage.

The pative systew of bec-keepins o very simple indeed.

They invariably sweeten the por futenide! to be ased a3 a hive

Thabauhhto!hmn-‘y,hﬂitum“h P

_udlll the stock hive; bat I have never been sucvessfal in ~
ing themw to take to supers, which may be attributed to my .

@30 121

Pe QoD &

be
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v

_improvement I have transferred them to pots of (nite 2 by _f&fmii—'“liﬂ.'-; _ll wir.h fc-“'iu,luh-! pluce Lo a cool elevated
different shape from the ordinary uarrow-mouthed pitchicra W'l"-“m- surearing 1% mouth of the pot with a litde Looey
nsed by natives, which required the Jdsetruction of the pr' to during “‘1"- swarmiog season. Ihe wild bees tuke to hemn
get at the hovey, thereby causing considerahle destruett fea ty m!.lhout. tie IeanE trotble tad bezin Muildicg theie combs, and
bee-life. The pots I substituted ore iu A%y actinns wnt Gilling ther.  Wheu the propor senstw comes vewul Uy brack
section or entrance marrow-meuthed awd oMl o bagi Lty the puts, Llow iute them to didie e Lows aside. cud ahetrat
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!‘*tﬂlethn lzonag a8 well 88 the brood combs ; the former I.hf

pot is .ﬂ:mgnted with resin, is plmed in the same ]uullmn
the next supply of lioney, which is obtained in July or

Wn I.he.m\rmes and hollows of W
&1 by bée-hunters in proper

_umume the produce of their lalanr, nod abandon the

i ymbe and betake lhemsehea to the woods ; lnll it is.

‘and black, and .makes o large| quantity of honey
ntwo to thres palloss, 1t construclsits hive,n large
b gbout 3 M, by 24 in & peculidr shape, sttachivg
Branches of very lofty foreat trees, orsecnring it to the
s of high rocks with its two ends fastened up, sud having a
¥ opening in Lhamiddle It is with g-r-nt diftien!ry oyt
bee-hunters, and oulg by those used to such kind of w orh.

proper season three or four experienced meu <tart on
expedition armed with knives and ropes B & gttty
M!uadothermstena.s (for smoking and Tiarnine tie bees
H wving reached the wouls where the “aws wre Lani
-'-‘?%lln;m commence operations vi ¢l Su :

EEE CULTURE.
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nions, who pr

@ bool:oney

¢} 1meed for medicina] purposes.
“- ' four or five inches in circomferevre, audl the o

£ (CEYLON .

[Voi. VIL, Pu. L.

ool the bees by a heavy fire of straw, when the bees fly high in
the air in & straight lioe ; meaawhile one of the hunters cuts
the hive, and lowers it down by means of a rope uttached to a
basket, and hastens down in time to svoid beéing stang ; hin
ded him, throw the hive into the fire
i dmly it comes down, in order to burn all the stroggling bees
.+im the oomb, and remove away the hive at once, for the Bumbara
‘when pmukd sre very pérsistent in stinging, sud the poison
Ttis ot-ss that of » wasp. Peoplamknowntohnﬂa
iuﬂlbglmnf these. . Bhis is not to ke
; that they go. b work without any
od bodies. It is belisved—aad my ex-
the bolief—that they do not rebuild their
plase anless’d portion of the comb in left
esn bee uninjored. The honey of this bee is .
r.and highly utaamod, and is conaidered an

I have never heard of any M.temptl
‘mads by natives to domesticate them like the common
bee of Ceylon ; and it is my imypression that any amouns
ion to domestionte them will prove fruitless. One of the
characteristioe of this species is that, nalike the common
they go about guthering materials fir the construction of
hives ooly during the eveuing twiliyht, anl myriads of
aresecen at that hour in the Mora, Kou, aod orlier Howering
- forsst trees during the season.
Al —Kana Veyiyd (a tiny bee belonging to the Trigonm).
Produces & small quantity of Looey which it makes in the
"__]ivlhn of rotten trees and crevices of rocks aud dilapidated
y Mﬂs! 1 have seen and examincd & greal many of thess
: jS_'_altiml;m, which are irregalnrin shupe; tiey naver vield more than
<@ tea-cupfal of honey, which hasa tather void resta aml is only

Their cotn! < pra seperally abous
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. with honsy and the rest with thair hread, like sther honey bees,
and kept separarc. When intorfered with: or disturbed, they
‘would bnzg abiat one’s cars anl costrils, bt in other respects
they wre perfectly harivlessam! mav becasily haudied.

Bince writing the abeve I have Leen tuken by surprge by M. *
- .. Benfon, n good authority ou Bee Culture. His visit to Kuru-
‘négala is for the purpose f huuting =y the Bumbark (Apis
" Dorsata). A nsrration of his valusile experience Lias afforded
ﬁl_mneh information, avd T induolge in .the hope that
8 will epable me to compeie with my dlﬁcnluu _more
safully in the futnre.
A person of M. Benlon's ‘sckuowledged nbility and ex-
ence wonld do much for Ceylon in opening up abranch of
try so- easily wnduﬂed and ymidmg so large a return, °

B
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PREFACE.

————
Rational beckeeping, based upon modern ha-
mane methods, has come to be adopted in Ceylon
only within the past few years, and that, too, by bat
a limited number of amateur apiarists. A compare-
tively large amount of honey and wax is still being
taken from our forests by the crude and cruel
practice of driving awey, and often killing, tha Leos
with the aid of the torch and other barbarous means.
The earlisst pioneer in the attempt to introduce
rationu] apiculture was Mudaliyar C. Jayatilleke of
Kurunegala, After him came Mr. J. H. Holloway
of Wattegama, aud Mr. W. H. Wright of Mirigamu,
followed by Mr, Chas Andree of Kurunegala: sll of
whom adopted varions types of boxhives iu rearing
the common honey bee of the East, while some also
experimented with European (chiefly Itslian) bees.
The nuclena of the movement for the en-
couragement of beakeeping in the Island was the
small apiary started by the writer at the Jate School
of Agriculture. In 1904 the Ceylon Agricultural
Society appointed a committee with Mr. J. Harward
3 Chairman, and the follow:.” members:- Messra.
E. E. Green (Govt. Entomologist), M. Shanks, C.
Drieberg, Herbert Campbell and A. P. Goonatillake.
The Seciety is specially beholden to two gentlemen
for the active and sustained interest they have
taken to prove the adrantages of modern
apiculture, ag carried on in England, America,
Augtralia and the Continent., I refer to
Mr. M. Shanks and Mr. A. P. Goonatillake.

= FE v AR Erap A
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The former, who possesses 4 sound knowledge of
the life history and habits of the honey bee, and has
congiderable experience -of hive-munipulation, hus
acted in the role of “guide, philosopher and fviend"
to all who have sought his assistance; while the
latter, with the facilities available to u country
gendeman with ample means at his disposal, has
wade the fullest use of the opportunities presented
to him for carrying out experiments and making
demonstrations on an extensive ecale. Mr, Goona-
tillake's book on the subject, written for the benefit
of his countrymen, is only anether exampla of his
anxiety to popularise rational beekeeping and estali-
lish it as an industry, In the West Indies apiculture
has, within a comperatively few years, risen to con-
siderable importance, and the similarity of conditions
there and here leads one to hope that the same success
will attend our efforts in Ceylon. If ever such suecess
is attained the credit will be in no small measure
due to the anthor of this work, on the preparatiom
and publication of which it is evident he has
expended much time and trouble. The great value
of the book lies in the fact that the writer is not a
mere compiler but h4e earried out in actual practice
what he pre:ches.

1 wonld commend the work to the notice of all
who have opportunities of takingup bLeekeeping and
of pushing it es & home industry in the villages
of Ceylon.

C. DRIEBERG,
Sesretary, C. A, 8.

Peradeni ¥a,
Hih May, 1915,
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