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\roral Relativisrn and Moral Absolutisrn: A comparative stucryof. Gilbert ff arrnan and David g. Wong

r)c,r r, rr rncn t . r pa 
r i,,,,0' ij,,,j:i::,ll'"tl*" 

A sha Ni rnal i F c,nanclo
tud ic:s, l irr it crsiLr, t.rl' s r i .lrtr ervil r(lL_tlcpu r{t. Sr.r I.anka.

.1 hstruct: .l.his 
siutl

/ts/;ttivi.rrt ,, ,rr",i,'j,'r,7"i,::r'i,::::,':,',i,,:,,,::rt,,r,/ispys2 bcty,t:e, tlr

' t L l,rtit tttic tlt,.,u!lttr ,, ,,, ,:,.,),n'),, ,,),

-*- ^!ra.ryrs.u ano lyloral Absolutism

I ',li:;:l ;:l'll.l:l:-.rgu-t,enrs 
'n,",t.+or.',,bout 

rerarivis*, c.,rrrr l::::,):l ':1" kcens re,.1,pei,rrrip alrain and
- t: lrr''rt.J uitlt nurr ,,,g,,,,",,,.'r,,.llili,l,""'r(lLrirlcd PItilr's"PItic;tl ricri.. rcr :rill kt.r..,

,. .lllI;l;i,ii:fii liiut!i,lt",;l:,,,::",li,:1,::li,lt;l;,:;;ll 
;l,il,j::,;,":::;i; I:t;;,,liti,;tii,"l,til-.-: relari'isr. has ,f," "frl,r.,irl",i;:ffi 

s.o ,r r,oral nhilosonhv. tr, f he,=tor.. ;,;ffi:i:,lllrl.l;jll,,il
,. J:Il l:lr;lf i- 

'': us r!r(hor)c(l ir'\ {}rrc ol tlre' 
'i.qrriii.r,,,, ,t,"r,",-,rf'pr'rilo.,.1,hi.rrl tli.e,rtrr,c i,\< a nrzrttcr oi'tact. it,

., t i- ,_,^.r -_ . 
_ e concePt ol. relativisnr- : : : J i n *rocrorr ro"i"r"l. :.r,ri" ;;';i :;iiilJ;xirr.|,T::t

{ -j n il e: r s a / i s m. v a I tt e 
1., I t,r r ct / i.s rn. .l/ rt r a / o n1 b t v a / (.: n c i!

ilirTillll:;;i;":l',ll;i; ;:'lil:,';,I,TiJ'l: :,,.,lj:l;l:i: ir:::.:::rj:rlr,,r,, ,rr nrorar c,arir ism (a,,r n,,ri,,

.rbsolutisrn) 't'hi, ,r,rrrr;; ;;ii ffiI.:: l:,1]ll'ide 
a, a*rl.vsi, ancJ c:raru.{i

'rntl f):*ici B. \\'trng, []L:eatisc, {hcstr 1*,r,.,.,,1i11 1i,l)r} 
a tlr()r''i)tiqh irrrcstigati,rr

ljlc c.tteelrts r'ri-rerlali - ""' r'ql'r'r uullsl'\[ rvlllt threc scctions. the sc,
sr\iLr,,l of rn.rar ..,"llllll 

,ri:lill_.T,ij,risrn..,rrrtr ,,,,,.,,i ,,i,"ri,,;;:;,, i;1.11r11 1if ill()ritl tclillrr isp1. \1,1,11i,n rhrc. criscrrsses r)avid ri lu,u,,nr.',r'"',,,1'lji ,ii"il.;,llil),,l,J;;]il,,lll.,ii;:ii I
- -rme tr) m), own cr_rnclusitln

I.I. Sectjon One: Characterl2i;1g the Concepts of Relativism, Moral Relativism Moral Absolutismarrtl

K c.1, 11,6 yil.t. Morttl lle:lat ivi srt,

l. Introcluction

:rill,rji[;,I::]i:j";,t;l,lt:'l;):i:nrl{J:ilij:I,:,hjiIr,;'l[;, ir,i":;':;iiiiffi ijl;rlll

ith. cha racte:r.izirrg,Scq111rrtn,9crit.ica1\ .Lr'(r'(ruturrrlll9
r,c ttr,..,-., -r:. .. rr\iulul)ers lJarnrrtt.t .s

1o have rroticeablt, chaugecl
Ot.lt ttl-' an aCkrt,_.,ryledgcrmr.trt

thc u.av lrl()ralitv
of the cxislenc,L

has beren

ol'de,ep

t
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s()ci,irl suioncers. Iitcrarv thettr-r. and cultur.al strrtlics.

tltcc:tlrt.eotilt.rlrtltct.raliclrltor.lrl1ltlsition.

t.lra.tt rlttr tlrvn.

l.l.l. Absolutisnt. Liniversalisnr

.\l-rsolrrtisnr. trrrirr-:rsalism arrtl ttbjectir,,isnt irr nroralit-y arc.
irriPr.rrtant to discus: lhc natu.c ol'the oonoept of .bsolutisnr in
lirIlou,ing rvortls;

tlr
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'[1trr-
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lll i
tll i.

tht
itt.
ctr r

solne vicws opposcd to ntorlrl rcllLtirisrn. lt is
briefl_l'. Frecl I]elclnran cle,llrres alrsoIulisnt in tlrcr

'\bsoltrlisrtl is tlte r ieu'that thcrre is onc, critcrion of'moralitl, ralicl l'i.rr all pc:ople a1 ull tinrc:s 1...I it is tlc,
r icw that tlrr,rc. is u sirrgle rrltinrate nroral stantlarul.a

a bso l u ler. lterf t:ct. u nd u nchan grral) lc. R obel.t,A rri n gtoll sa\,s :

|" l Absoltrtism being tlie r'iew that thcrre /-r a set o1' rnoral stilndards or prirrr:iples gorc,r.rrirre horv all
ralional Itutriatl beings sltould behaie," relalivisnr and absolut isnl are gcnerallv takerr to bc. polar opposite
[.. I'

I Flaghrarnran, IU, (200r1), '['lte: [,rol:Iem oJ" Philasotrtl.4i; Relaiivi.stt, [ioutlerrlgc: Publisher, p. t-19.
2 [-{arrnatt. C (20{]0), I::,xplaining Value,s antl ()tlrcr [s,sctys in tVoral pltilUsopltl;,C)xli,rd LiniVersir-r, l,ress, p.20.

ihicl. p l{)
nlteldnratt,Fred(|978), 

lrrtrodtt(:t()t'vL:thlc-\',Ensleu,oc,rrl Cllilfs,N..1. prentice-L{al,p. 162.

(.lnirerrsity l)ress, p. 193.
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1.2. Scction two: cilhe rt [Iarman,s .{,rgumcnt firr N,l6ral Ilel:rtiyisnr
(iilllerl llarttlart" ill) r\nlerioan Pltikts,plter ancl u'cll-krror,"'rr rnoral rclutir ist harc rnatle a siqrriflcarrt

rlltirrctions t-o rc: latii,isrn.

SAVS:

I will unclerstand a belielabout absc_rlute,,,atuc-s to [e a belief't]rat thcrc are thinss that et,c.n,epe l)as areason 1o hopcr or wisll Iirr' l'tt slrv that there is a ,roral Iar.r, tlrrr .,appliers ,c, .ir.rr.,,l,]1.'i;,'ii-,"rr"
stipLrlatc:, trr sa-\,thirt c\cryonc has sul.flcienr reasons to titlltrw that larv.s
l\{oral rc:lntiVisnr statttls asainst rrroral ni}iilisur as u,c,ll.,\ccorciine. tir it t[rere is,rr sirrgle tr.uc r,.rali,',,and mr)ral rrihilisrr "lake:s this to be a rcJ5oll ter pr_1gL:1- rnoralitv altogetherr incluilinc anv sort o1.r.ellrtivc

scrious role in nroral lhirrkiug."r! tn...l'he 
ltaturt: ol lv{orali4,,, l_lar.nrarr says that he is neither.detr-1.ing rrr.rr

()r) ln()lul rclutir. isrtt.

ll is

) the

tlre

are

7 ec:lrn,,tl,:tgt, Ed. I-dwarcl -1. Szer.r,czak, (.anisius College L/SA, p.31

'l'echnc,/r-,,q.y, t_id. I.trJrvarcl J. Szowczrrk, CanisiLrs Collegr: USA, p 3l

rese:arclt, \'ol. L,VIl, Nt-r l, I\4archp.370.

,r'ill:i]I:ut' & J L"l-hornson (1996), Moral Re:/,ttit'isrran,:l Morol ()biectntl);. carnrrrittge t,lnir-ersit-r,prc:ss. p -s.
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1.2.1. Harman's Robust Ilntlerslantiing ol' Nloral l{clatir isnt

Jbllciuinc.

fi tlte: iltt'ts,s o[]' is,\,L1l (,.rririrral in italir:s')

jttdrltncnts. | 21'uriginal 
irr italics)

nt()rc cr()iltcct than thc ttthers.ri

(d) N,{oralitr shoLrlcl no1 bc altittt.lonc,cl.la

(e) IiclatiielnoraljLrdgnrentscanc',or-rtinurrt()plavasc-riousrolcrinntoral thinkirrgl5.

lhc-se stakrnrents (a), (b), (cJ, (d) ancl (cr), are dif'tcrcnt pails of his urdc:rstancling riI rnoral I.].:

abovc- stat.rrlrcrlts that rvere prcscrttecl b1, Harn'ran. Statement (a) is important because an extetrdetl ]1t

rnorrrl tlrirrkirrg. i

1.2.2. 'l'he [Lole of N'loral F'r:rnrelvorks in Ilarnran's'J'heory
First ol all, ttr eet a cleat' unclerstarrtlirrs o{'the Harrnan"s statcrrenrs (.a), th)- (.c1, (rl), (e.;. it is r.rocessury t<-r

fianrcwrrrk.

aurlierroe, ill'tlre .iuclgrnc,nt ot' of tlre pers()n ulro is tlrc oLriect o1'thc- judgment. Harrnan stutcs, "Arr.l rnoral

that some rnoral claitns might lre true in rclation to all moral fiarnerr.orks. iLrst like the;rhr.'sical clairn tlrat

t 
Fi.,

Hlrr.-,.,

t 
lJ.,:

,,,, \\ ,

t i ':
.-\tir;.
"' I l:,"-

" lla.rnan, (r & T'homsort..i..l (lqq6). ,l4oral Rel.alit;i.sm and 74or6l QLtjectivify, tllaokr.r,ell, Carnblirlge, N{ass, p.4.

't lbid.
1.,.,' rDrd.,. n.).
'n lbid., p.6.
ri rbid., p,7.

"tIlarn,an,G.&Thomson,.l..l(l99ri), Moral Rel.atittismandMoralOhlectlulty,Blacku,ell.Carnbridge,N,lass,pr.5.
'7 ibid., p 208.
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- : -r -rlr.tantiirr cer)trar cgre tlf rnoralit,y,is ttri'ersall-y r.ec:,.lgrrized. 'trrru\1 (rrKS, ut'lt 
'le 

t)otr

i 'rrr\rr rcasotlat.rle lo irltb| lhitt ltt()r'tl r"lliirisrn is tnre tlrarr lhal arn,lhirrs* elsc is.

l.:.3. llarnr:r.,A,rgunrents Against NIor:rl []nirerrs,lis'r

l't anterlvctrk is ac{.ua.l 1., lltc trrr ir ur.slr ll-t, t( rrre !r[ ffit_rra I f ianrort ork.

1.2.4. Ilhe Forrnation ol'a Soberll, Logical T-hcsis

relativists seenl to sirripl,y tlefine rrtoral relatir.'isrn as 
"n 

in.,u,,rrst"]r, ttr..ri.ji 
",rair-,.l,,-,*,, t. trc r:.r,nrittcrcl to thc[ollorvirrt llilrd,,1 prcrni:c*:

(a) 'l'here are no universal principrles.

(b) one ouglrt to art i,.ccr,crance r,vilrr trrc pr.inciple'f..ne,,s own gro.rp.

(o1 Principle (b.; is a unir,ersal rtror.aIprine:iple,2l

Harman' hor\'eler, rtot. l'irtcling this ve:r-v.satisftrctorv. sLrgqests tlrat rve shoultl ricrri,rrroLal r.elatirisrn as a
tltarl others o| that. there are ob.ioctive standards lc,r n'roralassossrner'lt. [-le 

'c-rirrtecl 

rrul.,iv{'1' nroral relativism is a sobc:rly Ioeical thesis-a thcsis about Iogical 1brni, il -r,ou Iike. .lusI as rlre

too, lil'i ll arglrrr- the itrdSlment that it i: rvr.onS,,f ,,,rn",.,ne tt.r d9 sr.rnrettrirr.q is tt.gLr or firlst,.rrrlv in

relatiotr 1L) dogs in general. Similarlr,, t witt ,.gL,e. arilction rnar,bc \\,r()ng in relatirlrr t() ore aqrecorcrt

I t:trh r I t,ttttta. \. .1.: Rtrrvurr ;rncl i_ irrlcficl,l t,glp l-_41,;

^ Flrrrrrlrn' (i & Tllolttson,.l .i t'199ri), ,.i\.1oral Rt:latit,ism ancl lvtoral ob.it'ciirtitl;,.,Lllackivellprblishers., l-r.

' I-larnrarr' 
'' 

{lr)(101. Explaininr valne. anrl ()ther Es-says'in Mrtral pl.tilc,,sr:ph.v.l)rlbrcl Ilni'erslt), 1)ress. p.3.

+JJ



rcrlatiott [a) a cot]ll)itrist.rtr oliiss. \o loo" Irr'ill lrgtre:. it is irrrlcterminate rvlrcthu-arr acti,rn is u.r,nq,
pc:rioc1s. aparl fionr an.,' r'clatittn tr) irn li{rcerrre nt. ''

ci,ntcxt.":l:il can aqrr)e r.r,ith [(oiancc] s under.stanrlirrg r.rl, I.ltrrntati's tlrr:sis.

2. Inncr Judgntents

s()nro\\ lral rnors dctai l.

s()[ler)no trt have donc sc)tnelhing.
Harnlan clraws I ioqical clistirlotion $g:[v,,g'.s11 firur difllrrent sernseJ trf the ivrrrul ".:.rugh{:.,''-f'lrese are r,vhat he

c'alls tlte c.xpeertationlrl sense, thc: rational ser)sc, tlle rrcrrmativer sertse altl thc prttral sensc-.t', Ilt,rr exaqrple, the
selltcrnr:c: "shcr t)uglr{. not to have an ubclmion", mav lre interpreteti in at least four clif'fi:ri:nt lvayg, en.rploving each
of'thtr ltbt.rv'e Iiltrr senscs respeotivcrly. 'I.'he strnlcuuc n)ll\ ilrern ttrat 1) one r,voulcl not exl]cot her t,r hrwe an

lbrrrrh sense of"'ous.ht" is a f'jne one, but not imporlarrt {.br IJanrriln. l-le erplains ittllus:
'l'hc, rrortlativrl "ought to [rc" is usetl t() assess a siiuaticrn: thcr ntrtral "ouglrt to ilo,, is usecl ttt
clescrihe a relation betu'een alr agerrt anr-1 a tr,pe of act that lre rniglrt pcrFoll-or ltas ,c,rfrx-nre-.'i.25]larnlart also thirrks thirt t.his is the case lvith thc'rvord "\r,'ronq" as vr,,ell. Ite opines rlrat it i-s inrportant to

n'trrcl tr.r sa-\'that it is r.r,rrxq o[',some:,trte to tlo sttrrrcrthinq.2;'
'l hc llcrirtt oI the distincti()n seent\ to alla1, the universalist"s {bar that nrcrral relativisrn ca, all'w

\\l'tlltLl, lor inclivitltrtrl ancicnt (iroc.ks in that si{.r-ration to e:rrslave lrurnans.
l{artllatl singlcs out inrler.iuclqlnL)nts as bc,ing susccptihlc to relatir,isnl bocausc llrr-r, irrrply tlrat the agent who

nraking the.lud*nlcnt approi"es ot'this reason (and that the inienclcd aurlierrcc lor thc jurlqnrent also approves'). S(1,

22 ibid..p -1.

I'larnratt's lttgical thcsis \'ve carr see irt, Saclurski, \v (1990), 14ctral [,lurali,snt artd l..e,qttl Netttral24v. Kluvvcr Acaclenric
PLrblishcr. p 72
'*IJat rnntr.C (t9ttl,l,,Ntoral llelativismDel'ended"inRelarivism;Cognitive:a.rrtl14ora/.N1.Krauszanci.l.l\,leilancl (ecls.),l-'tltret:ilr l[\rrlrc l)arle Pre's. p. l,,t()
'ihiJ, p l!1,

lJrriversity o1'Notre Dame Press, p. t92.
" tbi.i.
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s lnoral relativisrrr. Fle analvzes _orrght,, rvhcn userl

.()rrght ( \. t), t'. \1t,, r,r,hic:h rcllrttrs an as.,.t .,\, a tt1tc ,f,ile:truttilutle r l\1.'8 D. corrsidcratiolrs (.. and rnotiratinI
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2'1'Scrcti,n th.e. - David ri. wrng,s i\r.gumtrnt rrr Nr,rar Reratir,isnr

\\rong is rv.rking in Clrirres philo,sopli,y lt,rr-r; lre r',r, irr.trrirr,"cl sevcr,r artictc,s and b.<.rki ahout a.irese

combinc:tl Xr-rtrzi 's arttl Zllttanu.'i t 
'1't',iin.,,phicai 

rrr.,rgiiir'-rrith scicntific stuclies 
-ot 

hurrrar,arur.c iii rtrehrrrnanitics .trcJ s.cial s.'ic,,.-"sI So rn rliis rv,.v \\'r,r.g:,;,,,r"..;r'"";.;,:.';,,..;';il';:r,,prr_y as r,r,e, a.s eastcrrideologies,f r-,oralit'v r'i'itlt the *'e.stern clebate.rr.,irt nro.t"rn rnor.alit1,. I-re tlistinguishcs [_reru,ee, trv.

lL.itl n 1t1.1

\\ r,rrq s,rri. " \l0rtl rul.rtir irtrr i< .r c,,111111,111 1

pp. I87-22(r etc
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ltluralisrn ancl capahlcr of sottlirts ils dil'['ere.nocs tlilorrgh rnechanisnrs ol'arbitratiorr arrd conciliation.

PIrtrtLi-stic Rc:lat ivism (2(X)6 ).

2.2. Sir ('lairns to ('haracterize Ob.icctivit.v and Suhjectivitr in Nloralitr'

rclatctl. \\1r-rng lists six claims on the first page oi'his book. Dc:perrclinq on how' rnany ol {hcrn onc rproc)s kl c)ne

is ar.r "ob.jer:tivist" or "sutrjerc:tivist" about rnoralitv is rl'rtr1h crarlitring. ''l'l.re clainrs ars:
L \{oral stalcnlLrnts har e truth valrrcs:

2. T'here are good and bad arguments lorthe nroral positions per)ple take;

I ';l*t.rnnrcrral fhc-.ts (states ttl atlhirs lhat tt{rlain in the worlrl antl tlrat can be rlescribc,cl u,'itlrout Lisc oi'
rrtoral tertns sLlch tts "ought", "qood" ancl "riaht") arc relevanl lo ther lssc:ssrnent of tlrc truth valuc o1'

rnora I sta{cnrents;

'l'herc arer nloritl l'ttc,ts (that ttlav or nlav not be clairnetl to be ledLlcible: in sotne w,arr tt.r rionnrriral
llcts')'

\\'ltetr tll'o rn(.)ral statemcnts ci,rnflict as rLr.:onlfileud:rtions to action. oillv t)ne, st.i1terr]ent carr bc- truc:

I lrere i' rr sirrg.le trtte rttr,rulilr.

\\''1;ng 1L:ic'c:ts clairn 6. oorrectly' idelrtit'r'irrs it as beirrg tlrc rc,al isstrc: thut separaics rrurral unirc:r.sllists
liont nttrral rcrlatirists. Ile rccclgnizcs that a ntoral rc:lativist rnal' sircr:1.rt" at l.;ast, claims l--1, rihile it noulci bc
possiblc lctr a ntoral utliversalist to tlenr'' lltetrt. (ilairn 5 seents to be the odtl lrne in ttris list as acrL)ep[ilnoe or

actiolt. \\'orts scctns to think tlrat the tlvo moraI staterments rnust contraclict one arrotfier.'T'he exarnplc he eiyc,s Of

'r:'\\'otlg. U. Davici (1984), Moral Relatn:ily. Berkeley: Universit-y of (-alil'ornia Prcss, p. 160; see also, \\9ng, B. David

C" Routledge Publishe,rs, pp. 141-l-56.
t'' \!',.,ug, Il. Daviil ('l9E4). \,{oral l?elatit;l/J,-, t-lni\ersit}, ol-Calilbrnia Press. p 1

15 tbid.
t6 U'ong, i,l. l)avicl
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'rp1)riSCtl pairs ol'otln1'licrirtg rrtotal staten,",,tr r".,,,t,, ht. l.r,-,.ri[rle. srrclr r, i,,,'i,1,,,,,i],r,',','",ntight bo derscrihcrtl

rinirersulist lrorn tlre rnoral rclatir.isl.

reasotlltbl-v a:k firr bLrt still itt thcr crrttl n.taitttrrirt u the'.rrr,that rvoLrltl ileser.re 1, lrc cirllcrl , f,i'irrtn,,lI rnura l
re latir isnt

" ibi..l., pp.2-3.
:s rbi<i., p.;.

I ol rrror'(.ilr.tail cec, lbiil . p1:, l5l- i- IbiJ p. l5i.
u' \\'t'rtq' Il. David (2006), ,\atural ttlorLtlitt.s ,4 DeJbn.se of Pluroli,stic Relativisrn.Orl.crrtl Ljniversity,press. p.xr.

crxp lanal.ion o{' u,h-v nrora l d i r..ers it_1, occ u rs.

2.3'T'he Nlnin l'catures of thc T'hcsis of lrluralistic llerlati'ism

lle'lativi's'm (2006) Iil ilris [-ro,k he intrrtducc:s a new thesis about nroral reluti'isrr. Ile labcls his ther-rr-v

"lrluralistic relativism" contains two rnzlir,rr thenres: it is relativrstic lrecar-rse accorclinc r" j; ;,";.- j,l];'rl;;*:';';;.-,"

ln this senscr \\iotrs Lrelie:ves that thcrro is no sinqle true nror.alir-v Lrut tlLre rnuraliiies are nrtrlti,lcr. \\'ong is

[rr"1''u" ,,- on a [rroacl set t-rlenrpiricar studics in rratr-rrar and st,rciar scienc:cs arrd tho hurnanities.
\\'ong's pluralistic relativisrrr is a oluster of itlcas abi-rut rloralit,r,; as rrcll it is the_ c:tl_existcrroo t)1, tlre,several thetl|ies Hence, in his fbrrlation o1'the tlreorl,ol pluralrstic relatir.ism \\r.n9, ,Scs scr,c:ral basic

4J/



I osi e-.a I Ir cont i n gc'nt ct.iteria illl(l u lli\ ersa I lv r a I i d oritcria.

c,r,ert iirl e,raltrating claitrs tltat pttrport to be rr nri,,r'i.

as tltose in tlre fnrnily. As a rcsult, thc itnpeirsortal stantlpoint nrust bc lir-nitecl in sonre \\,it-vs b_\,the personal

Clhinese l)a<,ris1 philosophcr ZhLranqzi arrtl he rcrfiarnes it accordirrr: to tlrcr r)urrcnt divrrrsit],o1'' rrrorality to
harmttnizcr cc.rn{liotinq mt)raI r}onns and bcliels.'r5

In r,''ltat lollor,vs I will clcscribe \\I,:rng"s explarration ol the Llni\et'sal clinierrsion ol nroralilr,or tlte

2.4. tinivrrrsal l)imension ot l\loraIities
\\'ortg erplaitrs ltow'tntrralilr has br,.en devel<tpecl in rrlsl)()nsrr tri hrrLnal needs and the c:ircurlstanccs 111:

\\'rug in lri* .\iLtturol ,l.fitralitie:s: .l I)efe:nse ct.l'plurulis,l.ic: relot.ivi.snt silvs tllat:

Irr thrrt tirsl hook I ltrinari I1 tlrcusecl on tlle task o1're,hrting- univcrsalisrn ulrile dcrfcrrding a uttod
merl\urcr o1'trtoral oh.ioctivit\'. l\h'conceptiorr o1'the univcrsallr, ralid critcria lirr the aderluacv ol
nurralitics n,as ratlrel sketchr. In this Lrook I 6ffs:r. a robust i:onccrptir.ll oi'suclr crriteria, suoh that Ilrc,-r, rule
otrt tr signilic:altt range ol rnoralities as inadoquate. \\ilrereas tlrc lirst book locrrsed orr lhcr relatir itr irr rn-v

Iheon ol'relativistrr rvith lirnits, this Lrot-rk Ibcuses tcr a rnu<;h llreater safgrn{ on lltg llmllq.'rL;
pluralistic relalivism ocrnsists rrt nran-1, parts. Orre o{. thenr is a .fbrm ol unirc-rsalisrn according to r.vhiclr

" ihid., pp.,.l,s --l(j.

"ihiJ.pIll.
o) 

See, \\ c.,trg, B. Dar id a2006), Naturcrl Moralilies'; l Deiense of Pluralistic Relittn;i,:rt, Oribrd l rnl1,gr.t1g, Prers, pp.234-7;
Wtrng, B. Dar id, ( I 984'), "'['aoisnr a nd the ProLrlenr o f' Equa I Respect", in J ourn.rt l of (..] hine-te P hilo.s o1-,h1,,1 I , p I 7,1 .

a'; \'\'ixtg, []. t)avicl (2006), Nar.ural !t4oraltries A Deten,se. of ['luictlistic Rerlatit,i,srn.,(]riord ilniversitv I;ress, 1.,.xir,.
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'rr..r.jgtill.itq,.; initdcquai.. lnora.litirrs rtr.p rr/,i rr,,.i.-_^_, r.'' '':'ilr'ti' rcl,rtirrsr)). rL,iccr5,r,.;;;:;':l'. :Irfi:tfr:Hi::'ies' \\e lta'e rnerrrit,rrr:ti earric,r rhat \\,ong, in rris' 'i'.c'rs ",r ,rurarirv c,I rr.re ,,,orrri,,",]:;;;;;r'rr.i;;';ili]]J':rri.;1,:Hi;]il]",:,,1i::lx;ll;;,:*,i,::#l

3. f-onclusion

In trris p'rpcrr. I ,rr'e undc'rfake,n ru rt:r ic\r .lrrtr trisr,trss

:;j;i::':l:;l:'lti':Il,;i,:;l.,HT jll.jil:ts]. ,l:i.ijii:'ffn:Jl]i:li':i;:l;ir:r5 i'iis;,u,e bc,l*ccn n,, i,,

il:L*i:"':" *illii*ii,::i 6[t illlri;1;i**'illir;]h riu,,::;il]*r*
llarrrarr takes llrc clebiit.: on ,r,,,,,ri ,.,lativ isrn ,nrl urrir e,rsrlii,ilr::l::::1, 

,l 
::,-:,ii:::ii::,1i,::r.r,n**lili;,i*i*i*ii,']:lii..:{.*i;.;:,';:,i*![ftr;l.,*il.,ili]

rs rnter\\1)\en *'irlr ther crcbatc ab.ur rhe l.rncl.rio,s ,;; ;;;,;: of ,i.raritr rlarnran r

,'l;,i:'xlr ;x,,';1,::J:i:lrm,llri,;h,i::lli:,,;i"nii,irr,: 
,;1.,,e, 

c,. ,or i*en, ,heir i,irsrnen,s ,, ,',c

l.lirr.rrrarr in I

i'*rt *i*Tirry*ri;i:Il;d;;{ft[rthi:[;i;f;, 
iifii*=:,::iil;il,;l- rr'il::';iisorrrc:thing is in r.r-rti.. or res[ ,"r"r'"" 

.to some ,pn,ro-,",,,1r.,rrr ,;.,irJ*oru."r]il",r,,rlJ.];:: 
,1, l;k"-f:fi

fi[':Hi::], i::;,^:::J;n:[i:i,t: :"ijiln:lff*i:]n., ,,,.,i;,,u ; ; ;;,,,.c.n, ,Lrr ,,,u,.,, ,",,.,i,,,,,,

,1,1't,lll;ltl, i;lr'"1,;ii;rlm;ljilJ':ffir.il: l;1""'.::xi}.;'1";;* .l;]*",lI,ii',xI;:11,.:;llT;I;
neirtrer r'I'ue nor rarsc, becaLrs;';;;;;;,;;" ,,;;;;;",; il,.i":il,i.1;,:[r:, ];:;i1"#;-::,tJ:',:i,:l;il[i:;r

Ilirrtrart i, lri. pr.,lb,,n,l .,,org.:,;:;;, *irlr rlrc.,,,,,.nr.,.rl 
'ahorrr 

,rrral *,,,,;r,ii hirs irrrlicrrrctl r,t,ri prrlr

r)rovicrecr "'i"'""'''.',,,pr,,,i' ,,,,1,," i,,r.ji;,ii:i:Ixr[:",iiil]',:lii,;];:1J,**l,rj* ;:il,*|)xi,ii*.I'r.rrrirrr lra, .,lerrrl.r 
", ,",,",ir,, 

'i,,.",.,,,,ir 
iirrr i, ,, 

,ra.,1,.,.r.,, 
(,rlc: ir ;, ,,t.,,,,1, 

.,i,* 
,rLrr.cl (rr{l)l .r irrrrer.:,,,l ,ffr,"Jill':1,.,|li, lfifi;:"1*::;I1,J,;"J i;-i.r"",, or, our *,ri,r inrui,i,,n rhiir ca,,nor r,eIti' 

'-o1;q..'p1 or irrrrer i''r*'.'; ,; i ,";;,:; 
,r,i' i,r,,ri.i-i;,,,*,,, i,,,1'i;Jl];J..ri:;ii:ill,,;J,,iui'rr. rcrcr..tr ,,.,,i,,.,

;ll,I:"':#',';ffiili,::1;:l' :1, *l*L,lrl,l ,l#.*:; nl ;1,':",ll,i)J'l;.ll:JT:l,lilt,[iq :;i;tilii;:debatc about rhe {.un,ir1,n,,;r,i;;,u,;:i-'i,,o,,,riri. 
.rr"o ;,,'ii,,rr. rl-,rn* has deveropcr,,;,1,;,:,::ij?;:1,,;1;:

- ibid., p.xiv

- 
tl 

:]r* sil-y5, ,.sir€r-e 
is a plura liry ol. true nroraliries.: Lt{ l 6), N d /.u r a / li o r a I i t i e s. a O rfr r,r r,)f i i,r' r)',i) r r r,

hut that plur.alitv tloes n.t include irIl rnoralities.,, Sec, \!.ng,' L)aridR, larrvi,rrr. r-r11i,1.6 I 'rrir crsrt. 1,r...i., P.rii.
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phrasc-,,adecl uato l'lrorir I s\'!trrn1."

rhcr.rn goes [re-r,rlrrd relativisnr.

nroralitics urc) multipl!r. ln thrs rr'u1 \\'on9's tlrc:ory gocls bc-),ond rclrIi\i\ln.
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