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PREFECE

Nearely a hundred years ago, Weber, on the basis of some super-
ficial similarities , came to the concluslion that Jainisﬁ was an
off-shoot of Buddhism. In 1884 Jacobi corrected this view and with &
a through investigation into the historical and traditlional records
of the two religions , establighed the fact that Jainism was an
earlier and independent religion of India. Although over eight
years have passed since Jacobi's researches, the much-needed
comparative study of Jainism and Buddhism had not been under-
taken aériously. There had been passing rererences to thésér
contemporaeinity, and doctrinal dissimilarities as well ag the
fole they played together as a revolutionady opposition to Vedie
Brahmanis. The reason for the long delay in attempting a deeper
study can easily be understood . The Buddhiast literary and
Philosophical works are in Pali and Sanskrit while the Jaina
records are in Prakrit and sanskrit . Neither in Indla nor 1n
Ceylon do'we £ind many scholars who had the opportunity of acqu~
iring competence in all theee languages. Apartﬂ rrom‘the linguis~
tic equipment , there is the more difficult problem of Wnderstand-
ing fully the religious , philosophical , ethicaly and epistemo-
logical nuances of both religions. An adherent of Jainism or
Buddhism know his religion only; but for compazative studies , a

through grasp of both are a sine qua non.
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By ourly studles gave i@ an ooportunity to mcgul. e an
adequate knowlpdre of Janskrit, Pali and Prakrit. “hile
etulying for my Y% in Pali I also could reand sany "uddhist
booka, ©fnt these, in themselves, eould not have plven xe
tha raguisite qualifieation to handle & subjeect live Jainlam
in Buidhist literatura.

when T wAs avarisd the “owronwealth Scholarshilp tentble
in revlon and adnitt=a to Vidyodaya "niveraity of Ceylon, I
folt pme 1 could undartake 2 enmmarative etudy bolween
Tainism and Boddhism more surce sfully. T waa ﬁmviﬂaﬂ
wifh the =get suitoble snvironmant anl faeilities for this
work, Ae a Jain T wee conversant with =y own ralicion and
vidyodaya, being ® revered eest of Puldhiet lonrning, the
mmmbla gohelsrenonks who guided me in sy resesrches know
all shout Buddhisn, Thie, indeed, is 8 very rire onvortuni ty
for ona llhé wants to etudy Puidhiame Thot i@ wiy I wos
prepared to stop half-way the work T was doinz nt Bonares
Findu University as 3 University Orant Coummisnion Scholap
on amagrﬂmhpundarih unier Drefeshatincarym, Head of the
conokelt and Pall Devartment, College of Indologye

This thesis reprosents only the veglnning of 3 serivse
of ecomperative studles which should be uniertaiéaa in the
field of Puidhien and Jainleme Wy sttomot is to trace the
references to Jainisa in Buldniast 1iterature and to evaiunte

the informetion eontnined thereoine Tt has been @ intontion
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to find out the dejres of accuracy and couplotensas with
wiilah the Budihist literature has Pocorded variocus dopums
and teachings of Jainiame

The method adspt d by ws hos besn to examine the data

in the Tinitaks, the Mali None"anoniceal literature and
eangkrit nhilosonhicnl works in that order. T have utlized
the oricriral texts in Msli and onngkrit es fap as rosalnles
thers simllaritics or origiml Jnina versions of any doo=
. ¢rinal point were ohssrved, the Jeim works in Apdhamegmdhi
mrakpit ond Sanstrit were usel, Tharever available, trane=
lationg of these oricinsl works were econ~ulted hefore I
attempted to trnslate any passsges from Banskrit, rall or
prakrit. Put in view of the fiet thot tranalations of
{ndividual books ol'ten made mistakea of interpretation I
hove slways tried to onke the tranplutions inecludisd in the
thesia myhown.‘ vet 4t 10 my duty to acknowledsa my cobU
of gratitude to thw gehol2rs whose translations snd rofe

erences gade my work very easy,

one observation has to ba made at this etare on the
seona of the resa2arch x'naa undertaken, Contrary to the

gensral belief, the déta on Jainian ivailﬂbla in Buiahiast
Literature &Te WValry TofiTee Though contempornnaona. the

. puddhist records hive only mnde secanty refarsnces to both
Jrainiam and ils Tiﬂthfnkﬁra or Tirthankiras, Thees vrofe

erences are dlstributed all over in a voluminous 1itorature
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and the search for then h'g D:2n a very arduous toask vhose
mignitule ani 4i0Monlty may not he vary elear to an

erdiniry readnr of these chaptors,

Bhag Chandira Jain
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