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1535 05

N

21
22.
23.
24.

M.A IlLp. 54 -

Dhs A.P. 272

The Path of Purification XVIII; 44-45; P. 604

M.L P. 302

(A. 11 P. 415) "0®nm000 853060 @080 D68, OB 80
DB mIcwm rtue o, Adcm Smw, baEn Somw,
Do gya”

S.IP. 134

Ibid. P. 86

Vbh A.P. 182

A.LP. 224 "58&0 edsfm. Sedegigho Ho medwr Besiew”
Mhv. IIL. P. 84 (&00d® 84)

S.AL.P. 5,25

D.IL. P. 56 25 B @1 8oy DGO Qe Daxiakyeho
5985180 2 B HOEE OSENdN G, o8, 8wl cdudds
Paccudavttati idam vinnanam namarupam na Param gacchati,
ettavata jayati, Jiyati miyati, gacchati, uppajjati, Ibid. P. 62

See, Narada Mahalhera. A Manual of Abhidhamma. p. 250

Dhs A. P. 273

S.LLP. 89

Dh. ix. 10.p.78

Ibid.x.9-12. p. 85-87

Sumanagala, K. Samsara Mandira. Pp. 44-56

Atula Mancanayaka. A.J. sasara sabadata ha Minis site asiriya.
p.54

Dh-1-17-18Pp.11-12

Sn.p. 143

M. [11.p.203

A.ALp. 220 see. Malalasekara, G.P., Dictionary of pali proper
names. vol. Il. p. 931, 968
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25.

33.
34.
35.
36.

37.
38.
39.
40.

41.
42.
43.

AlllLp. 132, sce.. Kamma.buddhist Doctrine of Action and
Consequensce p. 10

AALp. 242

Dh. L1.p.3

"Kamma" Buddhist Doctrine of Action and cones Quence-p.17
A. 1L p. 415

M. II1. p. 180

S.p. 654

S.lp. 227, A.llp. 223 "»00demsn @150 wfon ©08ewsisS,
D0, »8cdeden, »8d. vwen DS wlge
Bordcdhmm”

Catubhanavara pali -p

Vima A.p.6

Natthi Loke raho nama - papakammam Pakubbato, A.L.p. 149
Al p. 223 o8 e@ @vvic B cmEme dexiExivhio Bdo
et Bemend”

Vima A.p.6

S.IVp. 230 88> egmes

M.IILp.p. 209-215

Allp. 230 M.Lp. 389 "8 eonem dem 9@ - 21wd&.
cpddesn”

Ak.vid

Hajime Nakamura, Indian Buddhism.p. 126
Mmk.XVI1.33p.262

cmd B3SO

Dhs

Majjimanikaya

Dhammasangini

Anguttaranikaya
- Samyuttanikaya



Vbh
Mhu

D

Dhs A
Dh

Sn

AA
Vima A
Ak
MMk

\ibhanga

Mahavaggapali
Dighanikaya
Dhammasangini Atthakatha
Dhammapada

Suttampata
Anguttaranikaya Atthakuatha
Vimanavatthu Atthakatha
Abhidharmakosha

Mulamadhtamaka Karika
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Dissemination of Buddhism
Through Modern Technology
Dr. Ven. Naimbala Dhammadassi

Summary

This paper attempts 0 explore, very briefly though,
the relevance of modern scientific discoveries and the
facilities provided by the tools in Information Technology,
in understanding as well as the dissemination of Buddhist
concepts and principles. The target audience 1s assumed to
be made up of two categories; namely, on the one hand, the
learned young generation who have pursued a university
education and on the other hand, the young generation with
only a general education but with exposure to modern IT
techniques and its applications. A brief outline is given in
this paper on the relevant scientific discoveries and the type
of IT applications that could be utilized for the said purpose.

Background Remarks

The whole world today appears to be in deep turmoil,
tension and instability, living in dignity is rapidly leaving
the portals of human society, and we regularly encounter
scenes of conflicts, aggressiveness, moral degradation,
outrageous violence and mass destructions. It is high time
to rethink and look out for suitable means to get away from
these destructive circumstances in search of a better
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environment of every individual living in peace and harmony
both with the fellow beings as well as the surrounding in
which he survives. The exquisite exhortations of the Lord
Buddha who lived on earth more than two and a half
- millennium ago is replete with words of guidance on this
direction.

According to Buddhist perspective, what requires is a
radical transformation or revolution in the inner self of each
and every individual in the society. The disappearance of
conflicts, disputes etc., depends on the exact revolution of
our own patterns of thinking, attitudes, and perceptions. To
achieve this, we have to cultivate such noble qualities as
tolerance, mutual trust, love, compassion, equality,
compromise and consensus, all that are highlighted
repeatedly in many a Buddhist discourse. In brief, as stated
in Dhammapada,Y If happiness is what man yearns for, he
has to cultivate wholesome thoughts, deeds and words,
which, in turn, bring about happiness effortlessly like the
shadow that never leaves him”.

Main Issues

1) The Young Generation of Today.

2)  Current Discoveries of Science Relevant to Buddhist
Concepts.

3)  The Use of Information Technology.

1) Young Generation of Today

The young generation of today can be classified into
two broad categories; namely, those who have acquired
higher education and those who are devoid of it. Those who
have received entry to Universities are today subjected to a
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multitude of knowledge and experience that was unknown
hefore. It is a common practice to impart depth of knowledge
across quite a few major disciplines whatever the course of
study one has to follow. Whether it is Technology or
Philosophy, the cross-sectional knowledge demanded from
today’s students is quite daunting when compared to those
of previous generations.

While this being the case in general, there is also
common knowledge fundamental to most University courses.
The most important common knowledge found in any
discipline of study today is related to IT. The reason is that
the world cannot function without the use of IT and related
facilities.

Now, if we look at the students who do not pursue
higher education today, yet again we find that they are
subjected to a vast amount of multi-disciplinary information
that was never known before. The main points to be noticed
are:

a)  Whatever the level of education the young generation
of today 1s more knowledgeable than those of the past.

b) Theyoung generation of today are full of information
related to the world and worldly affairs.

¢)  There are skills to be mastered by the young ones of
today, yet again never known before.

When we look at the above mentioned points one can
safely assume that in the majority of cases, the younger
generation is exposed to a wide range of disciplines crossing
the boundaries of Philosophy, Science and Technology. There
is one important feature related to the young ones of today
that distinguishes them from those of Buddha’s time. During
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the Buddha’s time, the young ones as well as the adults were
mostly inclined towards the philosophy of the day and it
could be assumed safely that they were willing to pursue
any theory, any other path or any practice in the realization
of Truth, the truth of life and the world around them.

Today, the youth have a completely different outlook
towards their lives. They are quite hard pressed to make a
success of their lives among a multitude of forces that drags
them towards greed and worldly achievements. Their success
tends to be measured in monetary terms rather than any on a
spiritual basis. Hence the aspirations of the youth today can
be regarded as working in a manner not so conducive to
spiritual achievements.

So, the question that arises under these circumstances
is how are we, as purveyors, to impart Buddhism and
Buddhist principles to them. Should we stick to the age old
methods used in the past over hundreds or thousands of years
ago or develop new techniques that are more effective in
addressing the young generation?

Buddha’s great success as an eminent teacher was
based on the fact that He addressed the audience knowing
their capabilities and aspirations.

It can be stressed that only when we know the minds
of the youth today that we can design and develop effective
techniques of preaching the DAimma to them. In this context
we should take advantage of and make use of, the relevant
scientific discoveries since science is a common thread that
passes through all of our students from elementary Education.
On the other hand, the tools make use of information
technology are quite familiar to the youth of today and hence
should be fully utilized towards the dissemination of religious
knowledge..
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2) Current Discoveries of Science Relevant to
Buddhist Concepts

Both religion and science, evidently, aims at the
discovery of truth and reality of man and the universe he
dwells in. Modern science, it is well known, stems from the
world view of 17" century Europe, which was deeply
influenced by Christianity and ancient Greek philosophy.
However, the conflict between religion and science stems
from the incompatibility of theories related to man and nature,
the former, rests primarily on a theistic grounds while the
latter, purely on materialism. Buddhism, unlike Christianity
and other theistic religions, affirms the non-existence of
divine Creator and bears testimony for an unprecedented
character. The most important fact to be emphasized is that,
both Science and Buddhism possesses the elements of
careful observation, rigorous analysis, and open-mindedness
that allows one to question even one‘s most cherished
assumptions. Anybody with inquisitive mind would, no
doubt, agree with Stephen Jay Gould who emphasizes that
“of religion, Buddhism is very much concerned with human
purposes, meaning and value. But, like science, it is also
concerned with understanding the realms of sensory and
mental experience, and it addresses the questions of what
the universe, including both objective and subjective
phenomena, is composed of, and how it works.Y (Gould, S.
J., Rocks of Ages: Science and Religion in the Fullness of
Life, NY, Ballantine, 1999). In brief, there are elements of
Buddhist theory and practice that may be deemed scientific.
For example, Buddhism emphasizes that everything in this
physical world is impermanent (Anicca).or subject to change
(sabbe sankhara anicca ).
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. The question arises here is that how this very important
concept should be convinced to a person whose mind is full
of a multitude of knowledge, who posses an increasingly
sharp enquiring mind bent more on this dynamic world of
action, rather calm and serene, philosophically oriented world
of Buddha’s time. Such a person may accept that we are
born and hence live and die and that is impermanence. But
the oceans, the mountains and the world at large continue to
sorrier on giving him rather a different picture. Here, this is
where the relevance of scientific discoveries may be
worthwhile. With regard to this, two areas of modern science
namely” Quantum Physics” and “Cosmology” can be made
use of as a platform for a beginner’s lesson. Quantum Physics
study the minutest things in the world, the things inside the
Atom. Cosmology study the largest things in the Universe,
the Planets, Galaxies etc.

Evenifa lay person reads the modern findings of these
two sciences and if he happens to be a Buddhist, he will be
surprised that how closely Buddhist concepts unravel within
the heart of science itself.

Just to mention briefly; Einstein’s discovery that Space
and Time are not separate entities and his finding that
everything is relative and not absolute as we thought before
shattered the Newtonian concepts of absolute Time and
Space, that the scientists previously held. Thus, it is shown
that there is no universal flow of time, and Space-Time form
a four- dimensional continuum. The proven fact now is that
there is no absolute Space or absolute Time. They are relative
parameters in a changing world.

The preceding scientists, Ernest Rutherford, Niles
Bohr, Werner Heisenberg and Wolfgang Paul, too made
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tremendous progress in studying the behavior of the smallest
of them all, the sub-atomic particles. They discovered that
there is nothing identifiable as building blocks of matter that
can be regarded as a separate mass, matter or particle. What
they found inside the minutest atom was an eternally
changing «forms’ of some sort that come into existence, stay
for a fraction of time and then destroyed. What they found
out is that there are-only “processes’ which are interlocked
and interdependent with everything from the smallest sub-
atomic level up to the coSmos.

They also discovered that our common Sense, logic,
reason or language is not sufficient to explain these so-called
“processes’ and the behavior patterns of the sub-atomic
world as beyond common intellect. Furthermore, these
processes made a unified whole with the universe. What is
striking is the discovery that the whole universe, from the
smallest to the gigantic is a process of “Creation, Existence
and Destruction”. This is exactly, what Buddha expounded
as “Arnica” (impermanence) over 2500 years ago.

Tt was also realized, to their greatest surprise, that what
we see and feel are not the real things. They are the creation
of our own sensational forms, logic and reason. The universe
is what we make out as the “observer” and the “observed”.
The scientific community was amazed by the discovery that
there is no “observed” (any object) independent of the
“observer” which is our consciousness. The observer, makes
it all out; the forms, ideas, opinions etc according to his own
vision of reality. This reality, of course, totally dependent on
our five senses and mind. He is dragged by subjective
sensuality as well as objective sensuality. Hence, in modern
Physics, the universe 18 experienced as a dynamic,

-
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inseparable whole which always include the observer in an
absolutely essential way.

In this light, the traditional concepts ot space, time, as
isolated stable objects lose their meaning. Everything,
physical things and every phenomenon belong to a process
which gives only a transient existence, within the framework
of “Creation, Existence and Destruction”. In essence, modem
physics in the twentieth century has revealed the intrinsically
dynamic and transient nature of matter which Buddha
discovered a long time ago.

A leading physicist in Quantum Physics states; “As a
parallel to the lesson of atomic theory, we must turn to those
kinds of epistemological problems with which already
thinkers like Buddha and Lao Tzu have been confronted with-
when trying to harmonize our position as spectators and
actors in this great drama of existence.”

In his repudiation of the long existing theory related
to Soul or Self (attar, asthma), the Lord Buddha studied the
“being” or human person his and its existence in the deepest
level possible. He found that the input we received from
birth from our five organs is what shapes our ideas, opinions
and our whole vision of the world and its existence, but that
doesn’t give us the real picture. Instead, these inputs make
us to form an illusion of the world, and its existence based
on our own mind. He found the reality cannot be reached
via the five senses. Refer Madhupindika suha of the
Majjmima nikaya.

This is exactly where, cosmology and quantum physics
moving towards now. Therefore it is justifiable to say that a
lot in modern science can be at least partially utilized in
understanding and dissemination of basic tenets of
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Buddhism. With regard to younger generation this type of
approach may prove more productive.

3) The Use of Information Technology

According to a definition provided by Google.com on
Technology, it is described as “Human innovation in action
that involves the generation of knowledge and processes to
develop systems that solve problems, and extend human
capabilities.” The world is becoming day by day a smaller
place. The radio, the telephone, the aero plane, the steam
ship, the fax and internet have all help to break down the
forces of isolation. It is important that the conquest of space
and distance should help people closer and unite, not divide.
Today interdependence is not just a slogan. It is a living
reality and no country or no nation can live by itself. Radio
is reaching the most parts of the globe. Television today is
no doubt the greatest bridge-builder. It is said that 1.6 billon
sets of colour televisions reaching 75 per cent of the world
population. Science and Technology have brought about an
unprecedented changes on the face of our planet, from
astronomical discoveries made in ancient Greece, to recent
advances such as genetic engineering. No doubt that we can
make a thorough professional study as to how IT can be
used for the dissemination of Buddhism. Observing at the
types of Internet related methods that are commonly used
today the following can be considered common.

a) E-Mail
b) Websites
¢) Forums

d) Chat Rooms
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a) Email

['-mail is probably the most common form of
communication among the youth as well as the grown-ups
today. 1t is commonly used to exchange information,
greetings, picture of loved ones, jokes and news efc,
However. it is also used to pass on to important documents
of any nature to a multitude of parties living in different
countries without much effort. All that is required is a
computer-file of the document.

If the document is on hard paper it could casily be
scanned and made to a computer-file. In this scanning
process, documents in any language would be acceptable. If
the material is on Buddhism in a mixture of languages such
as Pali and English, there arise no problems. The main
problem here is the fact that not many people are used to
exchanging Buddhist information making use of this
channel. However, there are simple Buddhist magazines that
are circulated in this manner. But my feeling is that we
haven’t fully utilized this channel for this purpose.

b) Websites

This is again a common and a very popular mode of
communication. Websites are largely used by commercial
organizations including educational establishments.
However, it is quite fashionable to maintain personal websites
for the individuals, if they are in a professional field. It is
tlso common practice in educational establishments for the
Lecturers to maintain module-websites as part of an effective
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tool in education. The Lecturer may keep all his notes,
tutorials etc in his website giving students €asy acCess from
whatever the place they are residing.

As religious leaders we too can use the concept of
Website for a mass education of people across the world.

c) Forums

These are extensions to the concept of Websites. Along
with the Website one could maintain a forum for everybody
interested to take part. These forums can be of different types.
For example, if we are engaged in providing a platform for
the dissemination of information on Buddhism, it can be
made active by posting relevant material on the Website and
allowing access to people across the world so that they make
their own contribution by writing in directly to the site.

A forum is a place, where different people could
contribute on a single point of discussion at a time. With
time many different topics would be taken up, and thus
making it a continuous process.

d) Chat Rooms

This is a very popular form of past time for many a
Internet browser these days. They not only meet new people
but also make long lasting relationships via chat rooms.
However, there is also a downside to this sort of activity.

Chat Rooms are in my experience, provide an excellent
facility to make the young people express their problems in
understanding Buddhist concepts. In this way, a wider
audience get the chance not only to know the problems of
others, but also receive opportunities in expressing their own
views. Also, as educators of Philosophy and Religion W€
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may get an opportunity to study very closely the interests,
questions, and problems associated with the modern youth
across the world.

The biggest problem in implementing such a facility
is in getting the youth to take part voluntarily. It is my belief

that once they are persuaded, they would take part as a matter
of habit.

Then again, there are questions as to how, where, and
who would maintain such a facility.

e) Voice Transfer

What is referred to here is something like the
commonly known MP3 music downloading technique where
Buddhist literature could be acquired at no cost. We could
provide guided lessons, lectures, meditation techniques etc.
to the interested parties. The contents of the material that
can be disseminated in this way are limitless, while almost
any language could also be used.

f) Hot lines

Using Hot lines has become very much popular in
modern world in such areas like social service health care
and automobile services. By way of Buddhist methods of
counseling and problem solving, I strongly such as death of
a beloved one, extreme desperation and suicidal attempts.



Buddhism in Response to
Religion and Materialism

Prof. Oliver Abeynayake

In the era during which Buddhism emerged in India,
the intellectual thought had polarized into two as religion
and materialism. The Vedic tradition with all its offshoots
including the Upanishad philosophy as well as some of the
major trends of the movement of Sramanas fall into the
category of religion which separated the soul from the body.
In all these systems of religion, final emancipation was
understood as liberating the soul from the body. This could
have been achieved either through mortifying the body or
through performing rites, rituals and ceremonies based on
superstitious beliefs to satisfy the soul. Since materialism
arose as an antithesis to religion, all materialist ideologies
proclaimed that whatever is the soul, that is the body. As
both the soul and the body are identical, an extra effort is
not necessary to liberate the soul because it gets liberated
automatically at the breaking up of the body, the death.
Therefore, the materialists emphasized the gratification of
sense faculties to the utmost. Since the soul gets liberated at
the death, they argued, that the morality has no value.
Whether one is morally good or bad, one is destined to end
the existence. The emphatic message of the materialists was
the enjoyment of present life disregarding the ethical
responsibility.
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What is to be reiterated here is that the exponents of
both religion and materialism, even though they were in
mutual conflict, had accepted the theory of soul in two
different ways. Religion’s position was that the soul survives
after death while materialism declared that the soul gets
annihilated at the death. Therefore, both religion and
materialism were bound together on the basis of the theory
of soul. If the soul survives after death, a means to stop the
continuous survival had to be sought for. The moral values
crept into the religion on this basis. As mentioned before,
since there is’ no survival after death, materialism was in a
position to disregard morality. The intellectual option
available for the individuals in the sixth century B.C. in India,
therefore, was either to accept the theory of permanent soul
with the prescriptions of self mortification, rites, rituals,
ceremonies and moral responsibility or to accept the theory
of temporary soul with the prescription of sense pleasure
without any moral responsibility.

It is quite natural to emerge a critical response to this
mutual conflict. The response so emerged was twofold. One
was skepticism which suspended judgments and adherence
to any view. The second was Buddhism which came forward
with a rational and empirical view of the world of sense
experience. There is no doubt that skepticism would not have
satisfied the intellectuals who were looking for a new and
radical ideology which could cater for their religious needs
and philosophical aspirations. Doubt and suspension would
not have taken them anywhere. Therefore, a cry for a .new
movement which transcended all metaphysical views and a
religion which provided verifiable answers to the perennial
problems of man would have emerged and continued.
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In the political arena, a great change occurred in North
India during the seventh and sixth centuries B.C. with the
cstablishment of the new nation states under great kings.
Rhys Davids has, in the light of the Pali sourccs, collected
“and summarized the information about the kings w ho ruled
over North India during the time of the Buddha in the very
first chapter in his "Buddhist India". He has pointed out that
the four kingdoms had come to prominence among other
states. They were Avanti, Vatsa, Kosala and Magadha. In
fact, the kings of Kosala and Magadha had become the heirs
of the political power during the time of the Buddha. This
development culminated soon -after the Buddha’s demise
with the results that Magadha overpowered the entire North
India. The political authority enjoyed by the kings mn India
in the sixth century B.C. is well manifested in the Canonical
definitions assigned to the term "raja”. The kings were
considered as those who delight or charm others
righteousness. One of the attributes of a king was his lordship.
This was based upon the power of the king’s command. The
king is said to have symbolized the state. The {irst and the
foremost head of the people is the king. The king owns the
state, while he is the only person who is empowered to punish
the wrongdoers. The Pali Canon is the earliest literary sourcc
for this exalted position of the king. The consolidated rule
of the monarchs of this calibre contributed immensely to the
emergence of a society which India did not experience before.

The monarchical rule so blossomed and established
by the time of the sixth century B.C.. in India paved the way
for the disappearance of the tribal Republics. The Pali Canon
witnesses only the remnants of the Republican system. With
the rise of Magadha as a super power, the Republics
disappeared in history forever. The monarchical system
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became the trusted and tested way of administration for all
ills ol the society. It was so well organized that no religious
lcader including the Buddha chal]cng,ed its validity and
introduced a new system of administr. ation. All attempts were
to reform but not to replace the monarchical system.

Before and since the advent of Aryans in India, the
Indian society became a playground for hostilities among
the rival groups to capture political power. They were
rampant among the tribal heads, the republican leaders and
the kings who ruled over hundreds of small kingdoms
scattered all over North India. With the cmergence of the
new nation states under great kings before and during the
time of the Buddha, these hostilities ceased to a significant
extent and, as a result, political stability dawncd for the first
tume in the Indian society. No words are necessary to explain
what usually follows with political stability everywhere at
all times. All those, slowly and gradually, materialized in
India in the society of the sixth century B.C..

The emergence of the nation states may have been only
one aspect of a larger movement of social change
spearheaded by the Kshatriya clan since the beginning of
the seventh century B.C.. The supremacy that Brahmins
enjoyed carlier was challenged by the Kshatriyas as reported
in the Pali Canon. The Brahmins’ claim that they are of the
best social grade while others are low, and only Brahmins
are of fair complexion while others are dark, and only the
Brahmins have the capability of liberating themselves, not
others was rejected and the supremacy of the Kshatriyas was
reinforced. A new reading was suggested to the old social
order. Accordingly, it was the Kshatriyas, not the Brahmins,
who first came into existence in the process of social
evolution. Therefore, they are supreme among the people. It
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was further suggested that the Kshatriyas inherited the right
to rule over others due to the fact that they were the senior
most social group. The Kshatriyas were considered as the
lords of the fields, the protection of which was the sole
objective of changing the administrative machinery with the
king on top. It is also suggested that the Kshatriyas are the
noblest among the bipeds. A Kshatriya is not to be
disregarded or despised thinking that he is youthful since as
the lord of men he can bring disaster to his rivals. As Rhys
Davids observes, the head of the four'social grades were the
Kshatriyas who claimed descent from the leaders of the Aryan
tribes in their invasion of the continent of India. They were
most particular as to the purity of their descent through seven
senerations, both on the father’s and the mother’s side and
are described as fair in color, fine in presence and stately to
behold.

Regarding the relationship between the Kshatriyas and
Brahmins in the sixth century B.C. in India, the following
observation of Rhys Davids should also be taken into
consideration. The kings are their (the Brahmins’) patrons
to whom they look up, from whom they hope to receive
approval and rewards. And it was not till the time we are
now discussing that they put forward claims, which we find
still vigorously disputed by all Kshatriyas.... We find, for
instance, that the Jain books take it throughout as a matter
of course, that the priests, as regards social standing, are
below the nobles. This was the natural relation between the
two as we find throughout the world. Accordingly, the social
and political force of the day were the Kshatriyas. On the
one” hand, they were the rulers and on the other, they were
the defenders of religion and the benefactors of the national
economy. Their presence and impact were felt everywhere.
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The change that took place in the economic frontiers
in the sixth century B. C. in India is interesting to note. It
had direct bearings in the spheres of culture and religion.
With the state patronage, a new clan of wealth and power
came to the scene. The generic name given to them in the
Buddhist sources is Setthi, the wealthy merchant. These men
of trade started their activities well before the time of the
Buddha. By the sixth century B.C., they had established their
dominance and autharity to the extent that their support was
solicited by all social grades. The old system of conveying
goods in carts was continued, but the ships (Nava) were used
for intercity and international trade. It is generally believed
that these traders introduced the system of writing and usc
of iron which they learnt, in their travels abroad, to the Indian
society. It is legitimate to think that they were instrumental
in introducing a monetary system so that people could buy
what they wanted instead of exchanging goods that they had
produced. The interesting stories about the Kahapanas, the
gold coins, found in the Buddhist literature indicate the
germinal stage of a market economy that was thriving for
the first time.

The change from agriculture to commerce could not
have been overlooked by the religious leaders who flourished
in the sixth century B.C.. in India. This is well substantiated
by the fact that even the Buddha, who claimed that he
proclaims only the suffering and its cessation, took his time
to claborate the good qualities of competent traders.
According to the Buddha, a trader should posses the qualities
of shrewdness, capability and mspiration of confidence.
Shrewdness is defined as the skills in buying and selling,
capability as the sense of net profit and inspiration of
confidence as ready sources for capital. The Buddha further
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points out the importance of vigilance and dedication needed
for a trader to maintain a successful career of an entreprencur.

It is reported in the Pali Canon that the Buddha
frequently visited Savatthi the capital city of Kosala and
Rujagaha, the capital city of Magadha, These were the places
where the traders had flourished with their business concerns,
They lived in luxury mansions put up in the areas allocated
for thern in the cities. The Setthis of Rajagaha and Baranasi
find mention in the texts. In the Canonical information, as
popularly known, Anathapindika is pre-eminent among the
traders. The female counterpart of Anathapindika was Visaka,
the most popular woman in the entire Theravada tradition.
The contribution that these traders made in fostering and
popularizing Buddhism still reverberates in the hearts of the
devout Buddhists. How effective they were in cultural and
religious affairs is best exemplified in the story of Yasa. Yasa
was the son of a great merchant. He had three mansions, one
for the cold weather, one for the hot weather and one for the
rains. Being ministered to by bands of female musicians for
four months in the mansion for the rain he did not come
down from that mansion. Then while Yasa was possessed of
and provided with the five Kkinds of sense pleasures, and was
being ministered to, he fell asleep first and his suite fell asleep
later. That was the routine. One day Yasa got up early to sec
his own suite sleeping, one with a lute in the hollow of her
arm, one with a tabor at her neck, one with a drum in the
hollow of her arm, one with disheveled hair, one with saliva
dripping from her mouth, muttering in their sleep like a
cemetery before his eyes. Seeing this change in their
appearance, a sudden dismay arose in Yasa. He decided to
renounce the household life and started his journey to look
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for solace. Finally, Yasa met the Buddha and becamc onc of
his early disciples. When his friends, fifty four in numbcer
heard the ordination of Yasa they exclaimed: Now this can
be no ordinary doctrine and discipline, nor can this be an
ordinary going forth, in that Yasa the young man of family.
having cut of his hair and beard, having put on the yellow
robes, has gone forth from home into homelessness. Having
thought so, they also became the members of the community
of monks. It is legitimate to think others also followed suit.
Such was the impact that the traders had on the society i
the sixth century B.C. in India.

The combination of the Kshatriya rulers and the
altruistic new rich class gave rise to a cultural renaissance in
the sixth century B.C. in India. They were not committed to
a particular religion. They encouraged all religious systems
and supported them equally by providing them with all
requisites. The rulers had made arrangements for the religious
representatives to reside together at the conference halls
taking part in discussions and debates. The information
preserved in the Pali Canon points to the fact that there was
a conference hall of this nature in all principal cities
throughout North India. The Sekha sutta of the
Majjhimanikaya informs us that a new conference hall had
been built in Kapilavatthu when the Buddha was staying in
Nigrodha’s monastery among his relatives. It is said that the
conference hall had not yet been occupied by anyone before
it was inaugurated by the Buddha on the invitation of his
relatives. The indication of the sutta is that there was a
residence in this conference hall, provided by the community,
for recluses of all religious denominations. The rulers
respected all religious leaders alike as almost all of them in
the nation states paid their homage to the Buddha. This
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tolerant attitude towards religion is well endorsed 11
Buddhism in the concepts of the Wheel Rotimy Monarch
and the seven conditions of welfare and progress. two hasie
teachings which deal with the Buddhist political philosophy.

The freedom of thought and expression that prevai [ed
without any obstruction whatsoever marked the uniqueness
of the Indian society in the sixth century B.C.. The absolute
credit for maintaining democracy to such an exalted position
should go to the rulers of the day. There was no political
interference in the quest for truth. An open society filled
with the determination to understand the true nature of man
and his environment never existed before or after the sixth
century B.C. anywhere at anytime in the world. There were
developed, perhaps more developed, societies outside the
Indian subcontinent. However, the circumstances were not
ripen in those socicties to produce an Enlightened One since
the freedom of thought and expression was not so sacred in
those societics as in the society of India in the sixth century
B.C.

The migration of the Aryans from the Indus valley to
the Ganges valley opened up a new chapter in the history of
India. As a result, the Aryan culture that grew up in the Indus
valley and the indigenous culture that survived and developed
in the Ganges valley harmoniously mixed together giving
rise to a new synthesized society. Not only the social order
but also the social values prevailed in the Indus valley
underwent a tremendous change in the Ganges valley. As
mentioned before, the Kshatriya clan climbed the top of the
social ladder overpowering the Brahmins who were all
powerful in the Indus valley. The authority of the Vedas was
questioned. The rites and rituals based on sacrifice were
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condemned. A new trend of vegetarianism arose. The attire
of men and women faced the climatic challenges. The
cultivation of paddy replaced the cultivation of wheat and
animal husbandry giving a sense of retribution of the
physical, verbal and mental deeds. Women began to asitate
for equality, The rigidity imposed on religion was loosened.
As a result of these and more others, a new class of eljte
arose in and around the sixth century B. C. in India. In the
Pali Canon, they are designated as vinnu purisa, the wise
men. A religion which could satisfy these wise men had
become the necessity of the day. Buddhism filled this
vaccum.
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Extract from the “Recueil des cours”, 1967.



The History of Evolution of
Abhidhamma

Asst. Lecturer Ven.
Muthukeliyawe Indarathana

« Abhidhamma” the title given to the third collection
or pitaka of th Buddhist canonical books. It is also a name
for the specific method in which the Dhamma is set forth in
those books, the subject matter thereof and the literature
connected with it. '

Both historically and logically the Abhidhamma
represents a development of the Dhamma of the Buddha. 1t
enjoys equal canonical authority with the Dhamma and 1ts
texts have been compiled into a separate pitaka raditionally
the Abhidhamma pitaka 1s mentioned after the vinaya and
sutta pitaka. It 18 probable that each of the early Buddhist
schools had” its own Abhidhamma text. If not a whole
Abhidhamma pitaka, but only two of them have handed down
their complete Abhidhamma pitaka of these the Abhidhamma
pitaka of the Sarvastivadins is preserved to Us only in its
Chinese and Tibetan translation. The Theravadins, alone have
been able to preserve their Abhidhammapitaka inits original
pali version.

The Abhidhamma, which expounds the word of the
Buddha in terms of and ethical realism, 1s @ philosophy with
an essentially religious basis. Especially among the
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Theravada Buddhist is venerated as the finest flower of
Buddhist philosophy, and both monks and laymen
assiduously study and practice it throughout south-east Asia.

The meaning of the word Abhidhamma

The term Abhidhamma is a prepositional compound
formed out of abhi and dhamma, and the fact clearly suggests
that its origin and emergence are subsequent. to that of
Dhamma. The term has obviously been coined to indicate a
difference between what if denotes and the Dhamma.
According to the commentator Buddhaghosa ‘Abhi” where
prefixed to dhamma conveys the sense of supplementary
Dhamma and special Dhamma. “Kenatthena abhidhammo?”
dhammatirekadhammavisesatthena atirekavisesatthadipako
hi ettha abhisaddo”. This well accords with what we know
about the nature and character of the Abhidhamma texts.
Tradition itself has recognized a distinction in style between
the Dhamma and Abhidhamma. Thus the suttas embodying
the Dhamma are said to be taught in the discursive style
(Sappariyayadesana) which makes free use of the simile, the
metaphor and the anecdote. This 1s contrasted with the non-
discrusive style (Nipparyuyadesana) of the Abhidhamma
which uses a very select and precise and, therefore,
thoroughly impersonal, terminology which is decidedly
technical in meaning and function.

The origin and development of the Abhidhamma

A critical study of the texts of early, medieval and
modern Abhidhamma leads us to the conclusion that the
origin and development of the Abhidhamma extended over
a considerable period of gradual and systematic historical
cvolution.
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Theravadins and sarvastivadins ascribed the
Abhidhamma, both in regard to its historical origin as well
as in regard to its literary form to the Buddha himself. from
the Pali tradition we learn that the Buddha first delivered
the Abhidhamma, to the Tavatimsa gods. At that time he
was living with them on the Pandukambala rock at the foot
of the Paricchattaka tree. On the Tavatimsa heaven during
his visit to his mother there. He then preached it to Sariputta
who very often used to meet the Buddha when he for meals
came down to the Manasasoravara. Then Bhaddaji got it from
Sariputta. Revata and others then received it through a
succession of disciples. It took its final form in the third
council. Ven Naradha Mahathera describes the origin of the
Abhidhamma, according to the tradition, the Buddha as a
mark of gratitude to his mother who was born Tusita Realm
repaired thither and preached the Abhidhamma to the mother
deva and others for three months. The topics (matika) of the
discourses were later rehearsed to the Ven. Sariputta who
subsequently eclaborated them and composed the
Abhidhamma pitaka. According to the Kashmirian
Vaibhasikas, the Buddha gave his sermons to different
persons at different places and defferent times. Afterwards
the Arahants and Sravakas collected them and they then
arranged them into Abhidhamma treatises.

The Buddhists believe that the Suttas were composed
on observing the faces of the people while the Abhidhamma
was composed of observing the Suttas. From it we can
conclude that the Abhidhamma was composed on the basis
of the Suttas. Thus we can say here that the suttas give the
foundation of the Abhidhamma. The Abhidhamma deals with
the same subject as the Suttapitaka but its treatment 1s more
scholarstic than the latter.
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There is a more positive kind of evidence which tends
to contirm the critical opinion of modern scholarship in
regard (o the origin of the Abhidhamma. Buddhaghosa
himself records that the ascription of the Abhidhamma to
the Buddha had been questioned even in the early days of
Buddhism. The monk Tissabhuti of mandalarama held the
view that the Buddha did not preach the Abhidhamma and
cited the padesavihara sutta as supporting him, while, on the
other hand, the the monk sumanadeva tried to persuade his
listeners about the Bduddha's outhorship of the Abhidhamma
by citing the orthodox tradition.

It 1s gencrally accepted that the Abhidhamma
originated and developed out of the Dhamma, here Dhamma
it means. the entire teaching of the Buddha. The Dhamma
was Laught to composite audiences as and when occasion
presented itself to the Buddha and the language used was
largely non-philosophical with a fair admixture of the
colloquial. As the understanding of the disciple became
deeper the necessity arose for a more precise statement of
the nature of reality. The Dhamma was capable of being
understood and grasped only by the wise even though it was
presented frequently in popular discourse. Hence there were
occasions when the doctrine was not well grasped by some
disciples even after the Buddha had taught the sermon. on
such occations as the suttantas themselves record it was
customary for these disciples to betake themselves again
either to the Buddha or to one of his initiated disciples, who
thereupon undertook a further detailed exposition of the
knotty problems: involved. This detailed exposition and
explanation actually took the form of a commentary and the
bevinning of the Abhidhamma can be partly traced to it.
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When we concern the origin of the Abhidhamma, we
noted that it was included in suttapitaka. In the early teachings
of the Buddha, it is included as systematized doctrinal
subjects. Matika, which are later developed as a special
collection. ‘

These Matikas precisely are have been discussed by
the scholars. In certain contexts We find references to the
terms dhammadhara, vinayadhara and mathikadhara, the last
of which is understood to mean those who are experts in the
lists of terms which later developed into the Abhidhamma.
Therefore matikadharas are usually understood as referring
to those who are skilled in systematized doctrinal subjects
with an ability to improvise and creat throught the medium
ol the contents of these method that seem to have been
cmployed in the compilation of composite lists of this nature.

1 Mnemonic Summary

i General summary by employing the principles of
numerical association.

Examples for the : latter method are the sangitisutta,
the Dasuttara Sutta, Kumarapanha and Mahapanha.

The Atthasalini refers to the matika of the Madupindika
SQutta of the majjhima Nikaya as an example of how the
disciples of the Buddha, based on the matikas given by the
Buddha elaborated on the teaching. In this particular instance,
the matika introduced by the Buddha is the following.

Bhikkhus, because of such causes manifold mental
proliferations assail one if there is in them nothing to delight
in, or assett, or cling to, that is the end of the latent biases of
passion. Mahakacdma explained this matika in detail as the
request of the Bhikkhus and the Buddha authorized
mahakaccana’s exposition. Thus some matikas are brief
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expressions of the Buddha indication the subject matter. on
which a long elaboration could be made depending on the
preachers skills.

The Sangitisutta itself presents a list of about {1\
doctrines. The Dasuttara Sutta also includes similar lists ol
doctrines. It is important to note that these two discourses
were delivered by the Buddha’s disciples. After the passing
away of the Jain leader Nighantanataputtha, his disciples
disputed over his teaching. The Ven Ananda, considering
this incident asked the Buddha about the steps that should
be taken if the same situation occurred after the Buddha’s
passing away. Following the Buddha’s advice, the Ven
Sariputta delivered theSangitisutta in order to prevent such
disputes among the disciples. This is further confirmed by
the re-current statements of the Sangiti Sutta after each and
every list of doctrines that “all should not creat disputes on
this set of doctrines”.

In this mannaer the Abhidhamma pitaka was developed
based on the matika. The Ven Moggaliputtatissa added the
Katavattupakarana to this literature at the third council and
finalized the Theravadins canon of Abhidhamma which
consists of seven texts.

1 Dhamma Sangani
] Vibhanga

1 Dhatukatha

v Puggalapannatti

\Y Yamaka

9! Patthana

Vil Kathavatthu
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When considering this distinct nature of Abhidhamma
as a historical development, it is generally accepted that it
evolved as a special doctrine from the Suttas themselves.
After the Buddha’s passing away the main doctrines were
separately collected in order to preserve their original mtent.
For the purpose of describing these doctrines, and inperson al
language mainly consisting of technical terms was used.
scholars reckon that the process of evolution of Abhidhamma
seemed to have occurred in three stages.

i Classification
1 Analysis
11 The definition of dhammas

Accordingly there arose a range of literature in addition
to the abhidhammic canon. Viz; the commentaries, the
compendia, sub commentarics, the commentaries on the
subcommentaries and the paraphrases.

Through this literaturc the concept Bhavanga and two
truth evolved. The Buddha did not explain the bhavanga but
when the Abhidhamma evolved, the Bhavanga concept also
arose related to the mind. Bhavanga is a type of Vinnana. It
is certainly not avinnana. According to the Abhidhamma citta
belongs to one of the four absolute. Abhidhamm accept an
intentional mode of consciousness. That is Savinnana
according to the atthasalini the special characteristics of the
mind is to be conscious about an object. 11 50 the bhavanga
also takes an object. We must not think that the bhavanga 1>
avinnanika. The concept of citta was in the carly teachings
of th Buddha. But bhavanga concept was not there. It appears
as a evolution of Abhidhamma.
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Sammuti and paramattha are being used in
Abhidhamma as two truths. sammuti is connected with
convention. paramattha is connected with ultimate sense. If
it is there is no clear evidence in the Nikayas to prove the
fact that the Buddha’s teachings arc based on the theory of
two truth.

The fifth Sutta in chapter 3 of the book of once of the
Anguttara Nikaya refers to twa kinds of discourses under
the name Nitattha Suttanta and Neyyattha Suttanta. direct
and indirect meaning. The former one was later known as
paramattha desasa latter as sammuti desana. These two terms
were used as only two kind of expression. But in are being
used as two truth. This also can be seen as a evolution of
Abhidhamma.

Inn this manner we can observe that how Abhidhamma
was originated and evolved.
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Commentarial characteristics
found in early Buddhist discourses

Ven. Madawalathanne Pannarathna

It is a clear fact that there are a number of difficult
teachings of Buddha which can be understood only by
intellectuals. There were disciples who couldn’t understand
the teachings of the Buddha in the Buddha’s own life time'.
So, some disciples try to define those teachings in wrong
ways at their command. As a result of this process, a number
of misinterpretations were inserted into the Buddhism. Later,
the leading Mahatheras understood this situation well and
tried to protect the purity of the Buddha’s words. So they
held councils (Sangayana) to protect the Buddha’s words as
they are. Later on, they wrote the Pali commentaries
(Atthakatha) as a further development of this process. By
these commentaries, they try to give accurate definitions for
those teachings, words and terms found in discourses.

The Pali commentaries (Atthakatha) and Sub-
commentaries (tika) have the opinion that Pali commentaries
were prepared in the first council which was held three
months after the Buddha’s parinibbana in India.” Therefore
they have the authority as the Pali cannon. Thus the authority
of the commentaries is accepted in the Theravada tradition.
What is said in the commentaries is equivalent to the words
found in the Pali cannon. That is how the Theravada tradition
believes about commentaries. The Theravada tradition further
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believes that the earliest commentaries were preached by
the Buddha himself.

“Yadapi tattha tattha bhagavata pavattita pakinnaka
desanava atthakatha’

Therefore the original commentaries called
pakinnaka desana’ (Miscellaneous sermons of the
Buddha).There is a vagga called ‘Pakinnaka’ 1n
Dhammapada, because the stanzas incorporated in it cannot
be inserted into any other vaggas of Dhammapada. They
are all miscellancous topics. ‘Pakinnaka’ means the
Buddha’s definitions on his teachings. The commentary on
sub commentary (tika) of Dighanikaya explains this well.*
So according to the Theravada tradition, both Pali cannon
and commentaries are the words of the Buddha. The above
statement is in Pali commentaries to emphasize that they
are words of the Buddha preached on various occasions.

It is a fact that the Pali commentaries were written
after a number of centuries of the demise of the Enlightened
One. But, a number of evidences can be found that the
commentarial tradition goes far back to the time of the
Buddha. There is no doubt about that. There are discourses
in the Pali Nikayas which can be designated as
commentaries. The best example for this is the
‘Saccavibhanga sutta’ of Majjhimanikaya. What this
discourse does, is that it comments all the words found in
the Dhammacakkappavattana sutta which has been
accepted as the very first discourse of the Buddha according
to the Theravada school. Buddha has used various technical
words and terms in this discourse. So some disciples could
not understand it in a proper way. Therefore, in the
sacccavibhanga sutta, ven. Sariputta has defined all the
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terms found in the Dhammacakkappavattana sutta. In fact,
Saccavibhanga sutta is a commentary on the
Dhammacakkappavattana sutta. Another discourse is
Maharahulovada Sutta. There, the Buddha gives a sermon
about the worlds. It has completely commentarial
characteristics.

There were disciples who were praised as they could
explain the Dhamma in great details what the Buddha taught
in short. For example, Ven. Mahakaccana could explain in
details what the Buddha has said in short.

“Pahoti cayasma mahakaccana imassa
bhagavata sankhittena uddesassa, addittassa,
vittharena attham avibhattassa vittarena attam
vibhajintu™

The best example for this is the Madhupindika sutta
of Majjhimanikaya. In this discourse, the Buddha gives a
sermon on sensory perception in short. But it could not be
understood by the disciples. So they met ven. Mahakaccana
and he was requested to explain what it was. So, ven.
Mahakaccana explained to them about the Buddha’s teaching
on the sensory perception. Later on, the monks reported to
the Buddha what the Mahakaccana said. The Buddha has
accepted it as a correct comment on his teaching. Therefore
in Madhupindika sutta, there is a short note of the Buddha
and then the longer commentary of Ven, Mahakaccana. Ven.
Sariputta is another disciple who was able to comment the
Buddha’s teaching in great details.

“Sariputto bhikkhave pahoti cattari
ariyasaccani vittarena acikkhitum, desetum,
pannapetum, pattapetum, vivaritum, vibhajitum,
uttanikatumti’®
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During the time of the Buddha, there was a tradition
of adding the commentarial remarks on the terms and
teachings. There is a discourse called Vammika in the
Majjhimanikaya. At the end of the Vammika sutta, there was
a commentary on the topics discussed in the first part of the
discourse.’ If this commentarial part is not available in the
discourse, the first part of the Vammika sutta cannot be
understood. So, it is clear that the second part of the vammika
sutta plays the role of a commentary to the first part of the
vammika sutta which was preached by the Buddha himself.?

A most important part which is related to this topic is
in Majjhimanikaya. 1t is the ‘Vibhanga vagga’. It has more
discourses which have commentarial characteristics. There
are a number of interpretations on ‘Dhamma’ in vibhanga

vagga.

When the most of the vaggas of the Dhammapada are
taken into consideration, it is clear that there are
commentarial characteristics in those vaggas. For an
example, in the Bhikkhu vagga it can be seen that its stanzas
explain the term ‘Bhikkhu’ .’

The Buddha utilized the nine literary styles to preach
the Dhamma. In the commentaries they are called “Navanga
sattu- sasana”. But this is not found in the Pali cannons.
Four out of these nine are connected to the commentarial
tradition. Those are Udana, [tiuttaka, Jataka, and
Veyyakarana.

There are two texts called Udana Pali and Itivuttaka
Pali in the Khuddakanikaya and what is incorporated in these
two discourses are called suttas, that is, discourses. Even
though they are Udana and Itivuttaka, they are called suttas
also. In other words, suttas which can be identified as Udana
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are incorporated in the Udana Pali and suttas which can be
identified as Itivuttaka are incorporated in the Itivuttaka Pali.
These suttas which have been incorporated in both Udang
and [tivuttaka have the basic characteristics. It is that the
discourse is a commentary on a stanza which was preached
by the Buddha. The pivotal portion of all these discourses
which are found in Udana and Itivuttaka are stanzas. So,
around a stanza, a discourse is composed. Sometimes without
a discourse the stanza is not properly understood. The
discourse gives the origin and the circumstances under which
the Buddha preached the stanza and various other pieces of
information. So, these informational materials are applied
in the discourse is essential for us to understand stanzas.
Therefore, the discourse plays the role of commentary in the
Udana and Itivuttaka. '

Jataka stories are very important with regarding this
topic. There is a text called Jataka Pali in the
Khuddakanikaya of Sutta pitaka, and there is a commentary
on these stanzas which is called Jatakakatha. 1t is very
famous among the theravadins. The Jataka Pali cannot be
understood without the Jataka commentary. Even a single
stanza of the Jataka Pali cannot be understood without the
Jataka commentary. Some scholars are on the opinion that
both stanzas and stories were preached by the Buddha
himself. According to them the Jataka stories found in the
Jataka commentary are not works of monks. They are the
stories made by the Buddha. So like this, we can see that the
commentarial tradition goes back to the time of the Buddha.

Veyyakarana is a one of nine styles in Navanga sattu
sasana. Veyyakarana means ‘analyses’. The words found in
the original texts are analyzed in the commentaries. Thus, it
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can be seen that this characteristic is in most of the discourses
in early Buddhism. The Dhammacakkapavattana is the
commentary on the four noble truths and the Brahmajala
sutta of Dighanikaya is the commentary on the heretical
views which existed in the 6" century B.C. in India.
Veyyakarana by definition is a commentary on the archaic
words. Therefore, it is logical to believe that the Buddha has
utilized these four styles which have commentarial
characteristics.

There are two texts, which are of vital importance for
our topic, in the Khuddakanikaya. They are the ‘Niddesa’
and the ‘Patisambhidamagga’. The Niddesa has two parts:
Maha Niddesa and Culla Niddesa. The very word ‘Niddesa’
signifies the characteristics of the commentarial tradition; it
means ‘additional information on the selected stanza, word
or topic.” What is additionally shown is the meaning of the
word Niddesa. Niddesas were written as the commentaries
on Atthaka-vagga, and Parayana-vagga of the Suttanipata.
The authorship of the Niddesa is attributed to Ven. Sariputta.
The commentary on the Niddesa (Saddhammapajjotika)
definitely says that the Niddesa was written by Ven. Sariputta.
We can remember that Ven. Sariputta was the disciple who
suggested the short commentary of the
Dhammacakkapavattana Sutta under the name
Saccavibhanga. What is done in the Niddesas, is that every
word which is found in the two Vaggas of the Suttanipata, is
separately explained.

The very old portions of the Tripitaka are Atthaka and
Parayana vaggas. They are considered as the oldest
teachings of the Buddha. Some of the disciples and lay people
could not understand the Aéthaka vagga and Parayana vagga
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properly. Because its language was archaic and the topics
discussed were also archaic. Therefore, a necessity sprang:
up to write a commentary on those two vaggas. Ven. Sariputta
would have considered this and wrote the Maha Niddesa
and Culla Niddesa as now they exist. Therefore, Niddesa is
no doubt a commentary even it is a canonical text.

As far as the above facts are concerned, it is clear that
the early Buddhist discourses have much of commentarial
characteristics. A number of discourses can be found as
evidences for this topic. Some discourses can be considered
as completely commentaries. Commentarial tradition is
highly praised in the Theravada Buddhism. In most of the
commentaries, it has emphasized that the facts of them are
nothing new but the Buddha’s own words. Anyhow, it is
worthy to be noted here that the early Buddhist discourses
have much of commentarial characteristics which the later
commentators developed.
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(Endnotes)

(For an example) “Nate Bhikkhu Bagavato Bhasitam
Abhinandunti”- M.N. Mulapariyaya Sutta, p 8, Vol-I
“Atthappakasanattham atthakatha aditho vasisatehi pancahiya
sangita anusangita ca paccapi” - Sumangalavilasini, 1p, Part .
Saratthappakasini )
“Sambuddenevahi tinnam pitakanam atthasanwannanakkamo
bhasito ya pakinnaka desanati uccati”

M.N. Mahakaccanabhaddekaratta sutta ,194 p, Vol- III

M.N. Saccavibhanga Sutta , 248 p, Vol- 11

“Kho dvidapatho.......... Dvidhapathoti kho bhikkhu
vicikicchayetam adhiv acanam ukkhittam dvidhapatham. Pajaha
vicikiccham. Abhikkhana sumedha sattham adayati ayametassa
attho”. M.N. Vammika Sutta, 143-144 pp, Vol — 1

See, M.N. Opamma vagga, 183-186 pp, Vol — I
Hatthasannato Padasannato — Vacaya Sannato Sannatuttamo
Ajjhattarato Samahito — Eko Santusito Tamahu Bhikkhu -
Dhammapada, 25:3

(PTS books were utilized)
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Myth as a charter for a radio play

Senior Lecturer, Saliya Kularathne

Puranokthi of a myth embodies reality once it is
presented in fiction. That is why readérs are enchanted by
Louis Karol's Alice in Wonder Land and Jonathan Swift’s
Gulliver's Travels.

The objective of this paper is to study to what extent a
radio playwright can draw inspiration from myth with regard
to the development of the plot.

A metaphor in a myth contains an abstract idea, which
is concealed with the passage of time. According to well-
known anthropologist Erictenrra, this abstract idea has
several dimensions. A scriptwriter of a radio drama can take
one of these dimensions as the basis of his plot. It is
particularly this dimension (and not the surface story), which
is significant in communication of a radio drama, which 1s
based on a myth: legend or a superstition.

Story telling is a pleasurable and powerful technique
for expressing in the most human terms. The beliefs and
values, the hopes and fears of an entire culture. Both theater
and story telling antedate by thousands of years such recent
communication media as print, Radio television and film.

Although a setting of a myth belongs to the past. The
metaphor can be adopted to reveal a reality meaningful to
the present time.
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Special reason to select this subject is my own interest
in Radio Play. My paper attempts to illustrate how the human
behaviour is depicted in a Radio drama based on myth,
Legend or superstion. For this I utilize, contemporary radio
scripts written by others and by myself which have been
broadcast.

Radio drama is a higher audio performance, to which
the human voice quality is seriously attributed, in short this
is a special kind of drama. In any kind of Art there is a
communicator. That is the Art, and a receipient. In radio
drama the receipient is the listener. Where as in a visual drama
the receipient is to the spectator. Therefore the radio drama
has it’s own technique which is unique and peculiar in radio
communication. Words are very powerful in this media. Our
present day study of human communication found under the
rubric of speech communication.”

Radio is an inevitably a blind (that means invisible)
media. According to the famous radio producer Sugathapala
de Silva. “It is this blindness may be the advantage of the
radio producer.”?

Radio dramas are based on drivers themes. ‘Myth’ too
can be used to develop any of these themes. It evokes the
curiosity of the human mind. Here I use the term ‘Myth’ ina
broad sense to include the mythological aspects of legends
and folk tales as well. Our cultural codes are mixedup with
these metaphysics.

“Metaphysical questions and beliefs are technological
barren and are therefore niether part of the analytical effort
nor an element of science. As an organ culture they are an
extension of the mythical code.”
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Especially in a myth there will be a metaphor or a
hidden meaning. According to Watson James mythological
thought projects its meaning through the history as follows :
(see — Diagram-i)*

Diagram-1

Stuart we wall the preducer who worked for the broad
casting cooperatio in Sri Lanka in 1960s had made an
important statement of how to start a story.” He mentioned
about an event, which can be considered as the peakpoint.
Therefore we have to start a drama with and incident. In
that sense myth or legend might be a strong base for a radio
drama. Then we can begin the drama with an attractive
interview programme in kandy Radio Station® in 1998 by
using this technique.

“Saptha Suryodgamana Sutra” is a religious text found
in Anguththara Nikaya.” As to my analysis Lord Buddha
has efficiently selected the motif of this sutra to convey the
idea.” The termination or the existence.” Surface story of
this sutra is a myth. The underlying idea communicated is
the myth. Recently I have produced two radio plays based
on two dimensions of this sutra. One such drama was
"E8mews’ ¢dexd’ and the other drama was. "e® w¢ 38w

9

ade»”’
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As Eric Tennara an Anthropologist stated “every myth
has several dimensions which represent subjects vividly.'
Diagram-ii. Shows its contents. (see the diagram-ii)

Diagram-ii
Thedogical
Spritual Aspects
Mythical
man (
\
Magical
Sociological | Aspectsa
M Sociological level Logal
Y Economical
T Geographical
H
The horizon of thq puro myth
Projection
Audience
Physical man The Project message
\ The cosmologqical Projection
The sociologic'al Projection
< | >

Professor Sunanda Mahendra de Mal is a famous radio
writer, who wrote profusely on radio during 1970s.

He has clearly shown in his book called " S5@senis®z
e35383edemw” how aradio writer can utilize a folk-lore motif
or myth to develop a radio play. In the same book he refered
to a Chinese folktale namely “Little Chow Weight an
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Elephant” and converted it into a radio drama as a
demonstration.

Having a considerable experience by means of
producing this kind of radio episodes and by literal references
I have recently written an article on “Creative
Communication for Audio and Visual Medias” (g®xs ¢awx
@0 e3€®) BE®r1erItOD e Bedeses)'? in that clearly I
traced “how to develop the creative formates in electronic
medias by using folkloric motives. |

The habit of composing stories is a hereditary trend of
human kind. Influenced from this psychology, sensitive
Artists have traced their aesthetic feelings and experiences
of life in a structural patterns. Even if we examine the primary
wall paintings that have been drawn by ancient Artists on
rock cave walls, proves this nortion."

What is creativeness? Most of the time we count it as
new production. This new knowledge will appear as a form
of a heresy or a heterodoxy. It cast its power towards its
content. That is why we understand the study of creative
works (it might be any art) are some what complicated."

The events that are overwelming around human lives
leads the artist to create a story. The social pressure, poverty,
stress of the day to day life, solitariness, loneliness, gripe of
separation from loved ones, mental depression are some of
major reasons, which stimulate the poetical mind to move in
action.

“Even among the civilized nations and also in primary
tribes have their own inheritance of folklore or folk
tradition.”!* A higher comprehension of humanity has
immerged in such compositions.
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The well-known esopien tale called “Leeches on pig’s
body” indicate to us sometimes to bear upon a bitter
contemporary situation, other than to change it. This can
leads to an another dangerious situation. ¢ It is interesting to
note the way it conveys a complex of a political concept to
ordinary society by this story. The conveyor of this story
possessed the skill of expanding the intellectual capacity of
ordinary society.

The opening sentence in our ancient stories goes as
"Oemien O ¢dem” “or” "wdBew ¢des” etc.. The European
stories too have the same segment like “Once upon a time...”

“The social scientist Charles Kuley impresses. That
the codes and the symbols which help to transmit human
experience beyond local limitations and establishes its power
to be labeled as strategies of communication."!’

Therefore a story starting from the opening term named
"Yemi®s O ¢Oen” gives stereotype communication
pattern of universality.

In a folk tale there seems to be a cross section of the
life experience as it was.

“The contents of Buddhist Jathaka stories emphases
the life style in ancient India. The Lord Jesus too used creative
folk tales to broaden his sermons. Some of them were similar
to that of the Buddhist Jathakas.. Yet there were some stories
which resembled exopeantales.'® When we consider the
whole world the habit of relating stories is a common
afiherence of the man kind. “Especially the human nature is
to investigate in to the truth in the environment.”'°

Relating stories commonly gives an enjoyment both
to the relator, and to the listner. Relating stories is a
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pleasurable and powerful addiction for expressing in the most
human terms, The belives, fears of an entire culture.”?

In one sense the story is a different dimension that
reflects the life. “When the man was in his primitive stage
they were addicted to listening stories.?' That human
addiction expands upto the prehistoric times.” One of the
wellknown dramatist in Sri Lanka states “If one can selects
and points out an important and imotional elevation of the
life such is called “a dramatic experience.”?? That experience
could be hidden in a form of a legend or a myth or, if ‘we
named it in Indian term “puranokthi”.

An example can be given from a different sort of
creative work. A Russian writer wrote a short story named
“cries out the jungle”. He has selected his plot for that story
from a polish legend.? A radio writer can easily follow that
way to buildup his episode.

Arthur Asa Berger the communicator suggests a,
demons-tration to write a radio drama script. He continued.

“Concerning Bruno Bettelheim’s book. “The uses of’
Enchantment (1977); Bettolheim recounts how traditional
Hindu healers often compose individualized fairly tales for
their patients to help them deal with their problems.”?

If temporally set aside ancient myths as charters of
utilizing for radio, dramas, we can frame a new myths to
develop the radio formates. What are those new myths?

While the world society move. towards urbanisation,
the new form of urban folklore is formulated. B.A. Botkin
an Amorican folklorist describes “In the broadest sense the
folklore of cities includes all lore found in cities regardless
of origin. In a more specialized sense it is the lore that is
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characteristic of cities and the urban way of life. It is also
the ‘city’ in American Folklore “the myths and symbols that
have grownup about the city in American life.” %

We now can provide a, new example to prove what
we discussed above. The prominent modern radio artist Mr.
Karunaratne Amarasinghe wrote a radio drama for the broad
casting cooperation in 1981.2¢ That was a translation of the
script “the lift that went down into hell" by parlargakwist in
Swoeden. An illegal couple was going by an illectronic lift
to the down floor of a certain hotel. But an unexpectantly it
went into the hell. Even though the place “hell” where they
accidently went was not so dangerious as we saw in literature
texts. They soon felt that they are doing a wrong thing. A
new myth was created in this drama, which could easily be
adjust with ethically corupted lives in modern society.

By this short article I tried to trace that ancient folklore
materials such as myths, legends ctc.. can be laid as
basements to build up interesting radio drama formates, by
which grows curiosity and stimulate the humanity among
the listners. Not only ancient myths that consist of vivid
dimensions. Making newly created concepts radio writer can
guide listners. The world famous example in relation with
this nortion is "Mzee pombe family heath programme.?’
Small episodes of dramas which consist of health habits
mixedup with created folklore were broadcast through Kenya
Radio Station.
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Aristotle and Plato’s literary theories
on ‘Drama’ and its impact on society

Asst. Lecturer Sepali Bamunusinghe

The era of Plato and Aristotle marks-the prime of Greek
philosophy with a great contribution of novel thoughts on
truth, universe, human being, arts, religion, political theories
and ethics. During the attempts of Plato in finding an ideal
state of perfectness and Aristotle, an idealism free form the
fanatic notions of Platonic system; they were able to throw
light upon arts, its function and its impact on society as well.
These notions finally made them the most outstanding litcrary
theorists of world history, not because they are originally
literary theorists but because their views on arts standout as
accepted literary theories. ‘At the beginning of the fourth
century the great wave of Greek poetry was spent. While
the Greek mind had not ceased to be creative, it was noiw the
historians and philosophers and above all the orators who
were expressing the intellectual life of Athens.”(E.E. Sikes,
1931) Even during such an ancient time, it is very impressive
to identify the way they have analyzed arts with the
consciousness of its impact on society or in other words,
‘the natural Greek habit of thought was to regard the poct,
even when most personal as having a message (o
communicate and hence his work was almost entirely viewed
in relation to its effect on the audience.” (E.E. Sikes. 1931)

Plato (429-347 B.C) was the son of Ariston and
Perictione who was an Athenian aristocrat by birth. During
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the era of the end of the Peloponnesian war, he was in his
youth. He witnessed the triumphant democracy in Athens
and later how it developed to a mob rule, leading to the final
result of the complete collapse of Athens and her supremacy.
When passed into the hands of the aristocrats, Plato saw the
reign of thirty tyrants which was an era of bloodshed, terror
and oppression. It was in such a social setup that Plato’s
ideas and theories were born, Plato’s association with
Socrates has influenced his writings enormously. After the
execution of Socrates in 399 B.C, Plato leaves the city with
other Socratics and it was the beginning of the 10 years
travels of him which exposed him to many philosophical
theories of different regions. With his return to Athens, ‘The
Academy’ was established and it was the beginning of Plato’s
career as a professional teacher and a philosopher. Aristotle
(384-322 B.C) was the son of Nichomachus and was born at
Stagirus in Chalcidice. Aristotle was 17 when he entered
‘The Academy’ in Athens and he was there for 20 years,
first as a pupil and later as a ‘research student’” working in
cooperate independence. The setting up of the school
‘Lyceum’ is a turning point in his career. As there was no
blind idolization of Plato in Aristotle, we are able to see the
difference of both these philosophers with regard to their
views or in other words it is visible that Aristotle has not
only devolved but also corrected the doubts aroused in
Platonic views.

Most of Plato’s writings are in dialogue form with
Socrates as the main character. Plato’s dialogues are written
in a dramatic manner with incidents blended with humor
and lively characters. His literary writings extended over a
period about 50 years and his thoughts and ideas had changed
and matured during the years due to the experiences he had
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gathered. Plato’s dialogues are not dated but when studying
them; it is visible that they belong to three stages of his life.

- The period when he had not devoloped a philosophy
of his own but dealing with the Socratic ideas. Although
there is originality in style, no novelty in the mode of
thinking. .

- The period when his own philosophy and form of
thinking had developed with his ‘theory of ideas’ enriched
with close reasoning and tough discussions.

- The final period, when he attain?éd maturity in his
thinking with his own mastered thought and style.

Plato was not a philosopher who expressed ideas on a
systematic way but showered them in his dialogues. As a
thinker who was conscious of the impact of drama on society,
Plato was worried about the ‘knowledge’ of the poets or in
other words their lack of knowledge. As it isrevealed in The
Republic Plato states that if the poets do not possess the
ample knowledge, it is crucial because they are totally
responsible for what they write as it is to the society that
they are writing or composing. In another dialogue (Ion) he
brings out a contradictory theory on the knowledge of the
poets, where he states that the poets are not responsible for
what they write because they are inspired by the Muses.
Therefore, poets are just the mediums through which the
Muses speak. In Plato’s discussion on the ‘subject matter’
he states that true concepts are not given to the society. He
was aware that it is drama through which the poets
communicate with society. Therefore, the concepts which
are given to the public should be reliable and truthful. For
example, Plato criticizes the misleading information given
on gods, heroes, after life etc... As figures who should not
set bad examples to the society, Plato indicates
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hat gods and heroes should confirm to the idea of ‘The Good’.
At the same time he is critical of the ideas about after life
and how they have weakened the hopes of mankind. Plato
also discusses about the ‘influence’ of drama upon the social
setup. As Plato is aware of the power and impact of poetry,
he knew that it will be dangerous if the dramas present bad
examples. According to Plato, poetry was a dangerous
weapon because the poets should be aware of its impact upon
society.

Plato also discusses about the influence of drama not
only upon the society but also its influence upon the poets
or dramatists and actions; especially with regard to the
representation of emotions. He was a thinker who was against
the arousal of emotions through drama and poetry. He
believed that when the dramas make people emotional, they
gradually get addicted to an unwanted display of emotions
even in real life. In his discussion on the emotions; Plato
states that when you give way to emotions, they begin to
control you than you control them. As a result of this, man
becomes unable to take action in real life and also to act in a
responsible manner. This is how Plato criticizes the state of
man’s mentality when it is being controlled by the irrational
part and not the rational part. He also denotes the plight of
something written when it is given to the society. In one of
his dialogues (Phaedrus) he calls poetry a ‘bastard son’
because when something is written every one in society gets
hold of it and understands it differently as they have different
standards of understanding. But if a question arises with
regard to the theme or the subject matter of the book, there’s
no guardian to answer them. In order to prevent such
shortcomings Plato presents two alternatives as ‘Banish’ and
‘Censorship’.
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Therefore in Plato’s discussion on good literature or
ideal literature, he mentions that Dialogue form is the best
form to write because in a dialogue, all questions could be
answered without leaving any questions to the society. This
form could also be addressed to any different level of
mentality. He also believes that the subject matter or the truth
of a poem or a drama should be philosophy or in other words
according to Plato, the best form of addressing the society is
‘philosophical dialogues’.

In Plato’s The Republic, he denotes his views on the
presentation of gods in their writings and its impact upon
'the society. Plato compares their presentation of gods to the
portraits of a portrait painter which bear no resemblance to
their originals. He also states that it is best to say nothing
without writing awkward stories about gods. According to
him, the gods should be represented as good and rational to
set an example to the younger generation. Even in Plato’s
advices on the representation of heroes, he states that the
poets should not paint the heroic characters with an excessive
display of uncontrollable desires which sets a bad example
to the society. It is natural for the common men to act
according to the heroes. Therefore if the heroes set a
corrupted example, its impact upon society would be terrible
with regard to morality and ethics of the people. Plato is
also critical about the way the poets have painted the picture
of Hades or the notion of life after death. The atmosphere of
Hades is painted as gloomy, sick and black. He indicates
that such a picture only creates fear in people which makes
them afraid of going to the war for the sake of the country
because of the fear of death. According to Plato; boasting,
quarrelling, lamenting and mourning women should not be
represented and at the same time childbirth and love. Even
the bad men of any sort, cowards should not be brought forth
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by the poets, averting comic abuse, foul language and scenes
of madness. Plato insists that it is the duty of the poets not to
give the society what it wants, but only what is good for
them. He has based his views on public reaction, their need
and at the same time what should be taught to them. Plato
denotes that the public should be observed as observing a
great beast. Therefore the ultimate reality is that what the
society should be given is what is good and definitely not
what it wants.

It is very interesting to identify Rlato’s views on
knowledge as it is discussed in The Republic; Plato’s ideas
were metaphysical substances which could be reached
through the rational faculty of the mind. According to him,
the truth in our mind is only a shadow of the actual ideas
which are complete, absolute and universal. Those are the
essence of all things in the world. According to Plato what
is common to all ideas is perfectness, the supreme idea or
the idea of the good. Thus in Plato’s discussion on art, he
indicates that the imitative art is ‘the third remove from reality
which is like a mirror held up to a mirror or a shadow of a
shadow’.

Idea ..... Sense Object ..... Representation

On behalf of this notion, Plato denotes that this is the
kind reliability that we can give for the knowledge of the
poets. As an example he takes the classical figure, Homer
and indicates tthat if Homer knew about war, he would have
commanded the armies than composing poetry. Therefore it
is visible that Plato was critical about the knowledge of the
poets. According to him the rational; part of the mind was
superior while the irrational part was considered as inferior.
At one instance Plato describes that ‘representative art is an
inferior child born out of inferior parents’. Plato explains
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that the irrational part gives way to feelings while the rational
side controls it because of reason. He is also aware that it is
hard for the poet to represent rational elements than irrational
elements. Plato states, when the.common man of the society
sees grief on stage, he let himselfto be carried off by emotions
and the irrational part which is waiting to let out tears takes
the better of him. He further explains that the common man
is not ashamed of it because it is not his suffering but of
another’s and also the tears which had been withheld in
private grief is let out in such a situatipn. But according to
Plato’s views; when the common man’gets use to this, it is
difficult to restrain emotions in our grief. He discusses on
emotions as ‘it waters them when they ought to be left to
wither’ or in other words, the emotions control us instead of
us controlling them. Therefore throughout his Republic it is
visible how he favors truth than anything else. That is why
he even goes to the extent of criticizing Homer, whom he
respects because ‘one must not respect an individual more
than the truth’. According to Plato, the only poetry that should
be allowed in his ideal state are hymns sang for the gods and
poems, praising the valor of good men. Throughout Plato’s
ideas on literature, it is visible how he has based his ideas on
its impact on society. Because in Platonic ideal state what
he wanted were good men with ethics and morals. But it is
true that Plato was aware of the power of poetry which is
something hard to banish from the society and it is this very
power of poetry that he was afraid of.

In Plato’s Ton we find his contradictory ideas on poets
and the power of poetry compared to his ideas in the
Republic. According to Plato it is the Muses who inspire
men and guide them to write. Therefore the good poets
compose literary master pieces, not because of art but because
they are possessed by the power of the Muses or in other
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words ‘not by art does the poet sing but by the power divine’,
Plato also states that by the mouth of worst poets the gods
sing the best of songs. As he believes, the gods take away
reason or the rational faculty of the human mind and use
them as their ministers through whom they address the
common man. Plato compares the Muses to magnetic rings
and states that is why the man should know how to
differentiate good poetry from bad.

In Phaedrus, Plato converses about the knowledge
of the poets. In this dialogue he has adopted the myth of the
souls going after Zeus. The souls which have seen most of
the truth were the philosophers while the others who were
fallen down to earth and lost their wings were the human
beings. He has rated the poets to the 6™ degree which is even
after the money maker and the gymnast. Plato compares their
poems to bastard sons and not legitimate sons of knowledge
and truth. He also compares poems to a picture which cannot
answer any questions that arises to the people who are
looking at it. Plato was aware that whenever something is
written, it is tossed among those who do and do not
understand. In Phaedrus, Plato discusses about poetry as a
‘madness’ stating that sometimes it is better than sense. In
that sense Plato has discussed about poetry not as an outcome
of knowledge but as something awaken by frenzy. When the
speaker is in frenzy, the listener is in frenzy too or in other
words it is all about using words to win over people. He
compares this to a praising of an ass, as if it is a horse.
Therefore to Plato, wisdom turns out to be not wisdom at
all. He reverts to the primitive idea of ecstasy, in which the
prophet-poet is merely the unwitting channel of a divine
message. The poet himself'is ‘a thing light, winged and sacred
and cannot make poetry until he is inspired and out of his
mind.’ (E.E. Sikes, 1931)
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In Plato’s Rhetoric he deals on truth and knowledge.
As a thinker who was conscious of the impact of poetry or
drama upon the society; he repeats his theory on giving truth
and knowledge to the common man in society. At one point,
Plato states that a good and an honorable man would not
write inferior kind of literature. According to Plato’s
instructions fro the poets and speakers, they should define
the subject, divide until they can be no longer divided and
discover different modes of discourse adopted to different
natures and to arrange and dispose the soul that he addresses.

Plato further denotes that if a poet is unable to
accomplish this, he cannot be regarded as a good artist.
According to Plato the writer should have knowledge of
justice and injustice, good and evil and especially of the truth
because the impact of the poets had upon society is immense.
In Plato’s The Laws he further discusses about the power of
the poet and how its impact may influence the society. He
criticizes poets and prose writers as the ones who shatter the
natural piety of the common man. He is sarcastic towards
the poets who states that gods can be won over by gifts and
sacrifices. With regard to the subject matter of the writings,
he states that they should confirm to the concept of the ‘good’.
Plato also denotes that the tragic poets must submit their
plays to the censor board before they can be allowed to
exhibit. That is because, Plato was aware of the impact of
drama on society. According to him the poets must be the
teachers of society who should set an example. Therefore
the subject matter and the rules for the composition should
be carefully studied before releasing it to the society.

As Aristotle explains, ‘if poetry is a form of intellectual
pleasure, it follows that the poet must be fully conscious of
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his own meaning. Aristotle implicitly throws over the whole
Platonic theory of the poet’s ignorance and his transient
‘possession’... Poetry, then is the art of evoking the emotions
(or certain emotions) which must be checked by reason. The
tragic poet knows what he feels... He is an imitative artist in
the medium of words. But, as all arts are imitative, in different
ways and degrees, it remained for Aristotle to define the
specific character of poetry’. (E.E. Sikes, 1931)

In Poetics Aristotle discusses about his ideas of
literature, paying special attention to imitation and its various
forms, their beginning and the process of development and
their impact upon the human society. Aristotle’s ideas mainly
focused on tragedy, comedy and epic writing. In his
discussion on imitation, he indicates that these instructions
differ from each other in the media of representation, what
they represent and the manner of representation. Aristotle
classifies the men they represent, to three categories such as
men whoa are better than we are (in tragedy and epic), men
who are as ourselves and men who are worse than we are (in
comedy). These notions prove the consciousness of Aristotle
of the impact of drama on the society because it is the people
of the real world who have been imitated upon stage. Aristotle
further explains the reason for imitation, while he indicates
that these are rooted in human nature. He believes in imitation
as something inherent in man or man is been viewed as the
most imitative of all creatures. As creatures who learn their
earliest lessons from imitation it is clear that imitation is
something inborn in man who enjoys works of imitation.
These very notions prove that Aristotle was aware of the
impact of drama on mankind, the most imitative of all
creatures. Aristotle indicates tragedy as originated with those
who led the dithyramb and comedy as developed from the
phallic songs.
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For Aristotle, ‘tragedy turns out to be the topmost
cak... on philosophical grounds; he gives the palm to
agedy, as the completer form of Imitation. It has all the
ements of epic, with music and spectacle in addition; it
1s vividness when read as well as when acted (an interesting
roof that a reading public was now developed); it achieves
’s end within a smaller compass, and concentration gives
ore pleasure; and it has more unity than the epic, as is
10wn by the fact that many tragedies can be carried out of
1y one of the epic poems’.(E.E. Sikes, 1931) He has given
e priority to the discussion of tragedy, explaifling its main
ynstituents as plot, character, diction, thought, spectacle and
ng. Aristotle recommends ‘tragic action’ which are capable
f awakening fear and pity. He indicates that good men
1ould not be shown passing from prosperity to misery
ecause in such a case it doesn’t evoke fear and pity but
nly disgusts us. Evil men should not be shown, progressing
om misery to prosperity which doesn’t appeal to our
umane emotions and also the depiction of utterly worthless
ien falling from prosperity to misery has no effect in
wakening fear and pity. As Aristotle states; pity and fear
ould be awakened by depicting undeserved misfortune or
| other words to depict a fall of a man not due to vice or
epravity but to some error, and it is the tragic action that
e see in Sophocles’ ‘Oedipus’. Therefore according to him
good man’s downfall from prosperity to misery should not
e due to depravity but due to some great error of destiny.
ven the end of the tragedy should arise from circumstances
f plot and should not be sudden and abrupt. He calls this
ear and pity® as the ‘tragic pleasure’. With regard to the
wvolvement of suffering in a drama, Aristotle explains that
should take place among the ‘near and dear’. Also with
gard to the characters that should be portrayed in tragedies,

4
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Aristotle believes that the characters should be ‘good’ in
action and thought and this good should be in every class of
person. It is to the society that the dramas are composed;
therefore they should not set bad examples upon the common
man’s mentality. The characters should be appropriate,
lifelike and consistent while they should represent men better
than average. Unlike Plato, he was optimistic about human
emotions because according to him, poetry is a product of a
man’s natural ability or ‘the eternal objects of poetry are
human actions’. It is only then that he would be able to
create an impact upon society. ‘To Aristotle, man is a political
animal, and ethics is a branch of politics. Art, therefore, is
regarded not as much as the expression of a rare individuality
as form of giving delight to the whole community. Art must
be universal in its range’. (E.E. Sikes, 1931) _

Therefore when discussing Aristotle’s and Plato’s
views on literary theory and specifically the ideas with regard
to the impact of drama upon society, it is visible how social
conscious they have been on their literary theories. According
to them what drama should give to the public was what is
good and perfect to them without misleading them. Although
Aristotle and Plato are outstanding figures in the field of
world philosophy, they have left their memorial foot prints
on the grounds of literary theory as well blended with their
philosophic ideas.
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