
X iGU Con/renee on Urbanization, Health .& Well Being and Sustainable Development Goals, March 17-19, 2017 

'fJPU~C1r-mmAl\J TRANSPORTATION: J[SS1UJES & CJHIAlLILJENGlE§~OAJl) ACCIDJEN1'§ JlN 
SRIILANKA:CORRELAl10N§OJFJP§YCHOLOGJICAIL,CU1L1r1URAILANID '<, 

GEOGRAPIDCALlFACl'ORS INEA§TJEJRN PROVINCJE 
Samarakoon MT I, WijewardhanaBV"N2, Shayamali WMW3, Rankothge H" & Piyumali LAPS 

1 Professor in Sociology, Department of Sociology, University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka, 
mayurasamarakoon@yahoo.com 

2 Se;..uor Lecturer in Criminology, Department of Criminology &Crim:inal Justice, University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka, 
neranji@sjp.ac.lk . , 

ADepartment of Geography, Osmania University, Hyderabad, India. 218 

3 Temporary demonstrator, Department of Sociology, University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka, 
wathsala.shyamali3@gmail.com 

4 Temporary demonstrator, Department of Sociology, University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka, hirangarankothge@gmail.com 

S Undergraduate Research Student, Department of Sociology, University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka, 
piyurnalinisansala7002@gmail.com . 

In present, the road accidents can be considered as one of the highly threatening causes of deaths. In Sri Lankan 
context fatal accidents are rising in considerable manner according to' the statistics in year 2015, it is recorded 2801 
deaths and 2590 fatal accidents in Sri Lanka. Government, Civil Societies and all the responsible parties in Sri Lanka 
have implemented various strategies to prevent accidents in addition enforcement of traffic laws. Even though there is 
no reduce accidents and it is reported majority of accidents are occurring in Eastern Province. The persuading factor of 
this study to identify whether there is sonie special reasons or courses are affecting for accidents in Eastern Province? 
If it is so what are they? How those factors are special or deference than other provinces or part in country? What are 
the preventive factors or strategies can be applied? In addressing the above, this study has done at Akkarepaththu 
police area where the accidents are occurring with higher rate in Ampara Driscrit in Easten province and sample were 
selected from two ways. First, randomly selected 117 public, drivers, police officers, students and other communities in 
the area. Data were gathered through Questionnaires, interviews and Focus group discussions. At the second stage 
used Forum Theater activities specially did chain of street drama in congested city areas to focusing massage of road 
accidents. Through this drama research team had communicated and built an image among community about the accidents. 
And aiso used a questioners, focus group discussion with participants: Motor cycles and three wheelers have been the 
major causes of road accidents in the area with a percentage of75% and 21 % respectively. There is a strong connection 
with psychological, cultural and geographical factors with accidents and it appears through the factors: Women used to 
sitting by side owing to their cultural factors on the motor cycles, all most all are in Muslim community and they claim 
their ownership in geographical resources to their way, so that Muslim community act as disobediently with law 
enforcement, military attitudes and heroism are directly and indirectly affected for accidents in Eastern. In addition it is 
observed that the juveniles and young men do not hesitate to break the road rules in the area. Proper guidance and 
awareness with implementing law must be focused with this situation were seen as the suggested solutions for the road 
accidents in the area. 
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