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Evaluation of taxonomic status of Munronia pinnata (Wall.) Theob. 

(Meliaceae) in Sri Lanka and its antimalarial properties 

R.M. Dharmadasa 

ABSTRACT 

Munronia pinnata (Wall.) Theob. (Meliaceae) is a therapeutically important 

medicinal plant species used for a series of ailments and hence, it has become a 

very expensive dry herb in traditional medicine in Sri Lanka. Present study 

describes island wide distribution and conservation measures, systematic 

identification, brine shrimp toxicity and antimalarial activity of M pinnata. A 

survey was conducted in 395 Grama Niladari (GN) areas belonging to 68 

Divisional Secretariat Divisions (DSD) in seven districts in Sri Lanka revealed 

that M pinnata is abundant in 53 GN areas while in 217 GN areas, the plant is 

found in small scale and in 65 GN areas it was rarely found. However, in 8 

DSDs it was absent. Ten new localities were also found. A higher diversity was 

found in Moneragala and Matale districts and populations collected from Madulla 

(MGMD-3), Nilgala (MGNG-3), Warakapola GPWP-3), Ritigala (APRG-5) and 

Haldummulla (BDHM-3) can be recommended for ex situ conservation while 

populations collected from Moneragala (MGMG-9), Wellawaya (MGWW-7), 

Mathurata (NEMR-3), Meemure (MTMM-5) and Kithulpe (NEKP-3) can be 

recommended for in-situ conservation. Results of the cluster analysis and 

Principle Component Analysis (PCA) revealed that population APRG-5 is 

distantly related to all other populations with 100 % distance in morphological, 
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