. ‘g Ry 8000+ O =
o,

\ A SOCIO-ANTHROPOLOGICAL STUDY ON THE
(UD\

DOMICILED CHINESE COMMUNITY IN SRI LANKA

GS/PhD/ Soc/2663/06

(New Number:1355SS2006002)

the thesis submitted
to
the University of Sri Jayewardenepura
for the award of
the degree of DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
in Soc1ology

on 31.12. 2010

Libary - USJP

it

1203050

I




LB/Bx/popSloB /2005

R

v ol
o) |
QY

cR

30\
LEK

"203050




“The work described in this thesis was carried out by me under the supervision of Dr.
Praneeth Abhayasundara, Senior Lecturer, Dept. of Sociology and Anthropology,
University of Sri Jayewardenepura and Dr. Jayantha Jayasiri, Senior Lecturer, Dept. of
Sociology and Anthropology, University of Sri Jayewardenepura and a report on this has
not been submitted in wholé or in part to any university or any other institution for

another Degree/Diploma”.

Signature of the candidate

‘ oy v .v". :

», B



“I / We certify that the above statement made by the candidate is true and that this thesis

is suitable for submission to the university for the purpose of evaluation”,

tnba @Bd recasicd ’ "
o, S Signature of the supervisor

@y Even ) €D B NP
& SoLbuagO bdLdemea
aeciema, Wz

Signature of the supervisor
DR: A. A. IAYANTHA TAYASIRE
Scnior Lecturer
Department of Scciology and Anthrepelegy
University ot 5ri Jayawardcocpura
Nugegoda,



R ey milolisnm plmipnniy e

We certify that the candidate has incorporated all corrections, amendments and additions

recommended by the examiners.

Signature of the supervisor

Signature of the supervisor
DR: A: A. IAYANTHA JAYASIRI
Senior Lecturer
Departmen: w5 <iulogy and Aothrepelegy
Unpiversity of 51 Jayawardencpura
Nugegoda,



Acknowledgements

In completing this entire research many individuals have helped me in numerous ways
and I acknowledge that without their sincere and timely help this effort would have been
off colour. First of all I wish to thank Prof. B. A. Tennyson Perera of the Department of
Sociology and Anthropology, the University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka for being
the sheet anchor of this thesis since its inception. His encouragement, comments and
criticisms have become a major part of the success of this work. The supervisors, Dr,
Praneeth Abhayasundara and Dr. Jayantha Jayasiri of the same university will be
remembered for their invaluable guidance from the moment the research proposal was

approved.

[ am greatly indebted to the lecturers Prof. H. M. Sirisena, Dr. Daya Amarasekara, Dr.
Sisira Kumara Pinnawala, Dr. [Ms] Padmini Bandaranaike and Mr. Karunatissa
Athukorala of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at the University of
Peradeniya for guiding me in the formative period of my university education at the
University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. Dr. H. W. Karunarathna and Dr. K. Karunathilaka of
the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at the Kelaniya University too would be

remembered with a lot of gratitude.

The Chinese people who have become the respondents of the research process have been
a source of inspiration and their commitment and the unconditional support made my

work easier even though [ am employed during the period.

The staff members of the library of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura and the

National Achieves also should be mentioned with a lot of gratitude for their help.

Kushan Weralupitiya, Jenieve Vanderhoven, Bagya Udawatta and Rohana Sanjeewa of
Royal Institute of Colombo, Colombo 5 helped me in the technical aspects in preparing
the final draft and finally, I wish to thank all those who extended their fullest cooperation

to make this endeavour a success.

iv



A Socio-anthropological study of the domiciled Chinese community
: in Sri Lanka

Abstract

Since time immemorial there has been a strong diplomatic relations between Sri Lanka
and China. As the three decade long ethno-national conflict gained ground the West were
trying to corner Sri Lanka in the International arena. During this catastrophic time it was
China that fostered an international support with many other leading nations such as
Russia and NAM members. As a new Cold War is being initiated in the South Asian
region, mainly between the two sworn but seemingly diplomatic enemies - India and
China - who are going to be the ‘economic giants’ in the new millennium, the role of

China in Asia is being regularly discussed.

In such a context the age old Chinese influence cannot be overlooked. As no specific in
depth sociological or anthropological ethnographic study has been conducted about this
tiny minority it was of paramount importance to fill that gap in understanding. In such a
context this study was conducted through an inter-generational approach to find out the
type of cultural influence the Chinese had on mass Sri Lankan society. It was evident that
two hundred to three hundred people cannot make a huge impact but the ‘Chineseness’
among the Sri Lankans; mainly among the Sinhalese Buddhists have been extremely

strong.

All the available research tools were utilized to collect data to verify whether the cultural
assimilation is made due to the domiciled ethnic Chinese in Sri Lanka or the mass
Chinese culture. As the study progressed it was evident that the compression of the size of
the Chinese community in Sri Lanka made them getting more and more assimilated to the
mass Sri Lanka culture rather than making any specific impression on outside
community. But the strong global influence of the mainland China has not lost its vigor
throughout the ages. The domiciled Chinese community is in the process of losing their

identity in the next few generations.
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