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The Rising Powers in Indian Ocean and their Rivalry
A Study of China and India

Nishantha Hettiarachchi
Abstract

The purpose of this article was to explore and analyse the contending
issues between the two rivals . Hence, the border issue, military issues,
economic issues and chosen strategies by the two have been discussed.The
study enabled to understand the impact of rising and emerging powers in the
Indian Ocean. Indian Ocean with the gradual rise of China and India from
middle power status to great powers in the Indian Ocean Region with their
gradual increasing of economic strengths. It was also found the gradual
economic prowsess leading the to states to think of increasing role in the
international economic realm. Consequently it was found a multiplication of
powers and their rivalry. It highlighted that economic growth and needs for
further expanding of the same had lead to concern much more over the security
and safety of energy rivalry which paved the way for different types of
strategic triads among power rivals. The discussion allowed to proceed to
¢laborate the economic and military power of China and its implications over
the politics in the Indian Ocean region. The security and safety issue of
Chinese goods and services had lead China to engage with the small states of
South Asia which India traditionally considered as her hegemonic area of
influence. However the issue remain that China and India were compeled to
coorperate despite traditional rivalry plus new form of rivalry.

Keywords: Rising Powers, China, India, Indian Ocean Region, Contending
[ssues

Introduction

The scholars on the growing and rising other powers in the
international and world politics had paid attention to the role of the rising
powers within the international political realm. The rising powers of the Indian
Ocean had been no exception. The geopolitical realities of Asian powers and
their impacts also have clear implications for the rest of the world. When it
came to the present study’s theme, it should be highlighted that both two
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powers spanned over a common geopolitical space across the Himalaya’s
South, Southwest and Southeast Asia. Consequently, that common
geopolitical space had made strategic and geopolitical competition a marker
of their relation. The realist school’s concerns about location, resources and
access become relevant to understand the Sino-Indian dynamics. Scholars
have already observed that those factors contributed to the Sino-India Rivalry
and worked as markers of their rivalry in the IOR (Garver 2001:3). In this
context, it had been pertinent to explore rival contest of China and India in
relation to location, resources and access from a historical perspective. That
historical perspective helped to discuss many Sino-Indian issues: specifically
border dispute, nuclear arms race, strategic influence, and their own geo-
economic strategies with reference to trade and energy. The purpose of this
article is to explore and analyse the contentending issues between the two
rivals. Hence, the border issue, military issues, economic issues and chosen
strategies by the two have been discussed.

Border Dispute

The border issue that emerged in the late 1950s between China and
India continues even to date as an escalating issue. In this context, it is
necessary to highlight the dramatic changes in China and India relations over
the past sevan decades to understand the nature and content of boader issue.
The shcolars have categorized Sino-Indian boarder issue into five phases (Arif
2013: 29; Malone and Mukherjee 2010: 138). They are follows:

(a) Purported friendship and anti-imperialist foreign policy of early 1950s,
(b) The era of serious differences in the end of 1950s,

(c) Period of deep antagonism in the 1960s,

(d) Age of reconciliation in the 1980s and

(€) The period of productive relationship in post-cold war era and continuing
rivalry over the relationship of China with littoral states of the IOR.

Each phase is discussed briefly in the following section of the article.

Scholars of China and India relations highlighted that China and India had
shared interest in the context of colonialism and imperialist power struggle.
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Both India and China became new states approximately same period. It has
been observed that both countries were having mutually beneficial interactions
before Colonial Inflence. It was highlighted that both countries history was
characterized by friendship at the initial stage (Quanyu 2005: 237). It was
noted that it was India to recognize China first in the non-Communist bloc in
1950 and establish formal diplomatic ties (Arif 2013:131). The friendship and
warm relationship with India by China had been contingent upon the necessity
of putting the new found state on international system. It made a challenge
for both countries to form nation out of the territories which were controlled
by imperial powers or influenced by imperial powers. According to the prime
ministers of the two new states, the mutual beneficial relationship among the
two states had been strategically and prudent according to the bi-polar world
politics of the day. The concern for the aggressive assertiveness of borders and
resources were less pragmatic in the context of the alignment scenario of the
day. Panchaseel Policy and Non-alignment Policy was adopted by both states
at the very initial phase (Ganguly & Pardesi 2009: 4).

However, the era of friendship was short. In that short period, the two
states ensured that they followed five principles of peaceful coexistence or
Panchsheel policy, paving the way for deepening bilateral engagement. The
turbulent nature of international politics in the 1950s had directly shaped up
diplomatic ties between India and China. However, that short period of
cooperation ended abruptly with Chinese invasion of Tibet in 1959 (Sikri
2011: 55; Norbu 1997:1079). The ideological mismatch of the foreign policy
objectives and strategies adopted by the leadership of the two states resulted
in breaking the friendly relations. The Indian Leadership was framed with an
ideologist pacifist outlook into the world affairs which was impractical in the
system of states where everyone was attempting to ensure survival of the state
itself while suspecting the other as attempting to erase other by fear created by
the state system itself. The invasion of Tibet by China raised serious concerns
for the India, finally resulting bloodshed and border wars between the two
nations marking the end of purported friendship. The issue of the location
became more prominent determinant of the rivalry for the first time in the
relationship of China and India (Ranjan, 2016). It was followed by a period of
tension between the two states.
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It was observed though they had established bilateral relation, the
seeds of tension included under the system of states in international politics.
The major factors that have been contributing to this tension included
complicated border issue, ideological differences, International factor and
complicated political demography.

The complicated border issues in the Himalayas had remained and
continued to be the most important contributory factor that caused tension
between China and India. That issue was closely related to the forming of the
colonial state and the demarcation of boundaries between the two states. The
line demarcating the British Raj and the China that was drawn by the Colonial
Officer, i.e., the McMahon, line was refused by China as the final line of the
border between the two powers (Rubin 1960:97). This issue becomes a
decisive factor defining Sino-India relations with the Chinese military
takeover of Tibet in the late 1950s, resulting in serious differences between
two states (Garver 2006: 102; Malik 2011: 125). The situation became
worsened in 1959 when the Tibetan spiritual leader was granted asylum in
India. Since that point Tibet has been the pivotal point of disagreement
between India and China. Mohan Malik stated that Tibet was vital to Sino-
Indian relations (Malik 2011: 134). The Tibetan issue and its political
dynamics were closely linked with the border issues and disputes between
China and India. Tibet, however, had remained strategically important for
China while India believed it as important for Indian national security (Norbu
1997: 1079).

The next source of aggravating the situation had been the difference of
ideologies pursued by the two superpowers of the bipolar world system that
lasted from 1949-1991. Although no direct battle took place between the two
superpowers, their war was fought in the peripheries of the world. The
deteriorating relations between two avowed communist states, i.e., the Soviet
Union and China after 1955, knowingly or unknowingly had pulled the two
states towards either United States (US) or Soviet Union resulting in opting
for strategic triangular relations (Dittmer, 1981). In those particular strategic
two triads, US, China, and Pakistan developed a strategic relationship in
retaliation to the Strategic Triad of Soviet Union, its peripheral communist
allies and India. In the first Triad, the US occupied the pivot position while in
the second triad Soviet Union occupying the pivot position. The above
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relationships had largely resulted in lessening the non-alignment foreign
policy standards of the two states.

As Veteran Statesman, Dr. Ambedkar had observed borders of the state
were not natural, but drawn by human beings (Narake, et al., 2013: 355-358).
The notion of the nation was alien to people of the non-western world of Asia
in general and particularly to that of South Asian sub continent. There had
been communities who could not be identified neither as Indian nor Chinese
if one looked at them either from the Primordial or Situational point of view
to their ethnic or national identity. However, identifying with one of the
nations was dictated from above under the nation- state system. Erasing and
melding of identities had become a characteristic feature of the modern nation-
state project (Wilets 1999: 193). There were communities that China and India
wanted to get identified as Indian and Chinese such as people in Arunachal
Pradesh.

As already noted, the granting of the asylum for the Dalai Lama and
his supporters have continued, and continues an irritant in the relationship
between China and India even to date. It was clear that India had taken the
issues of Tibet and of Dalai Lama to the premises of their international agenda.
At the same time the same issues had been clearly narrowed paths to China at
the same international stage. Any Indian statement over Tibet had been viewed
with suspicion by China. The Chinese sensitiveness over Tibet originated in
the context of “One China Policy”. This situation consequently, had led to
blaming and counter blaming between the two rivals. Through the Tibetan
issue resulted in a series of political calamities had arisen. On one hand, China
directly blamed India for providing political asylum for Tibetans in Indian
border territories. At the same extent, India blamed China, stating that China
had been supporting the Maoist riots in the border regions of North-Eastern
India. In addition, India had criticized China for covert support with the
involvement of the Kachin rebellion in Myanmar, and supplying arms to the
Maoist in India through the borders with Nepal, Bangladesh and Myanmar
(Cline 2006: 126).

Sino-Indian bilateral relation was characterized by the long history of mistrust
and hostility. In that context, there occurred a war over the disputed border
between China and India in 1962 in Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh. At
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the end of 1959, the situation became more complicated. However, some
causes were identified for the war, which included ideology, vested interests

of the global powers of the cold war, interstate relations, and a legacy of the
colonial border (Liu, 1994).

China and India share a long border. It covers approximately 3500
kilometers and is the world’s longest un-demarcated border (Wojczewski
2016:35). There were two major disputed territories between two states. There
were as follows:

1. The Western sector- Aksai Chin which covered an area of approximately
37,250 sq.km (14,380 sq. me) presently controlled by China and

2. The Eastern sector- most of the Arunachal Pradesh, which China called
as South Tibet, covered an area of approximately 83,743 sq. km. (32,333
sq. me) - presently controlled by India. (See: map 3.1)

Map: China-India Disputed Border:

— Disputed border [ Disputed territory

Aksai Chin
Controlled by China
and claimed by India

Arunachal Pradesh
Controlled by India and
claimed by China

CHINA
Tibet

p. Vi “‘\\ McMahon Line
{
X

& f /
BANGLADESH S
p Beand

s (\ .V”‘ yi MvANMAR

X
Source: South China Morning Post, 5, August, 2017

The two states had been continuing the debate over the border between
the Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh and Chinese autonomous region of
Tibet. China had vehemently opposed Indian Position in the East as well as
the Western sector. Border issues ultimately led to the war between the China
and India. China launched a series of attacks on India in both Western as well
as the Eastern forefronts on October 20, 1962 (Ranjan 2016: 106). China
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unilaterally declared a ceasefire and withdrawn to the positions that it had held
before the beginning of the dispute in November 1962 (Abitol 2009: 74). The
war ended in 31 days with a comprehensive victory for China. However, it did
not imply that war did mark the end of the border issue. China continued to
claim sovereignty over a large part of the state of the Arunachal Pradesh while
India, in turn, claiming Chinese-controlled region of Aksai Chin (Pande
2015:287).

The period from war to 1970s was characterized by deep hostility
between the two nations, leading to a stalemate of bilateral relations. It was
evident by increasing military capabilities around the disputed boundary areas
by both nations. The increasing of military capabilities was led by geopolitical
realities of the cold war, which resulted in producing separate agenda for
China and India (Garver 2011: 85). Deterioration of Sino- Soviet relationship
from the late 1950s and early 1960s spilled over to the Sino- Indian Relations
gave birth to two strategic triad relations in the Indian Ocean Region (Smith
2013: 315). One strategic triad revolved around the Soviet Union, its allies and
India. The Soviet Union in the context of cold war, politics had developed a
strong relationship with India, which were further increased by the 1971 Indo-
Soviet Treaty between two States (Budhraj 1975: 11).

Meanwhile, China had been developing a strategic relationship with
Pakistan, providing it with diplomatic support and military equipment during
the war with India in 1965 and 1971 (Sunawar 2015: 4). Further, China had
built strategic alliances with the smaller states in South Asia in the context of
India attempting hegemony in the South Asian Region (Kodikara 1979: 60).
It was observed that during said period, China became politically and
militarily superior even though there was no face to face conflict between the
two states. The military superiority was revealed in 1964 when China
successfully conducted its first nuclear explosion; subsequently, India
conducted nuclear tests in 1974, ten years later. Chinese position in the world
politics further strengthened by replacing National China by People’s
Republic China as a permanent member of the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) in 1971. However, the end of the 1970s, the two powers
tried to establish healthy relations (Hongyu 1995: 546). Ultimately, both states
agreed in the restoration of diplomatic ties in the mid-1970s. Up to 1976, both
states were unable to resolve the burgeoning issues, and there was no formal

e
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path for discussion and deliberation leading both states to a clueless situation
how to deal with each other. The rapprochement of each other was facilitated
by several factors. First was the leadership and regime changes that took place
in China and India. The leadership of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
changed in 1979. Deng Ziopeng, the new leader was moderate and more
outward looking in orientation. The Change of the Congress Regime in 1977
by Moraj Deshai facilitated in the rapprochement of relations between the two
states. The tension between the two states was minimized in the mid- 1980s,
and initiatives were taken for improvement in the relationships. The China-
India relations entered a new chapter with the official visit of Premier Rajiv
Gandhi to China in December 1988 (Arif 2013: 133). This rapprochement
facilitated in-depth discussions over border issues, paving the way for an
agreement to settle it through peaceful means. The negotiations produced in
setting up a Joint Working Group (JWG) on the boundary issue (Manasingh
1994: 285). The JWG had had the twin objectives of making solid
recommendations for the peaceful solution of the border issue and ensuring
peace and tranquility in the shared borders.

Consequently, two states agreed to improve relations in other fields.
The positive signs of Gandhi’s Initiative were evidenced by the Chinese Prime
Minister Li Pen’s return visit to India in December 1991. It was marked by the
consensus over that border issue should not affect the improvement of bilateral
relations. The end of the cold war also resulted in easing the tension between
the two states leading to cooperation in different fields of shared interest. The
diplomatic ties, including state visits as well as numerous of other exchanges
had further strengthened the mutual relationship between both nations, A
round table has been emerged to discuss many issues, including border
disputes and some political matters,

The Chinese Premier official visited India in 1991 and the Indian
Premier’s official visit to China in September 1993 became landmarks in
productive relations substantiated by the conclusion of the Border Peace and
Tranquility Agreement (Menon 2017:23). The agreement made legally
binding on both states and vowed to move beyond the conflict of 1962. With
the Border Peace and Tranquility Agreement, the two states pointed out that
daily state-to-state relationship had been dissociated from the restrictions and
inhibitions of the war and emphasized their determination to maintain peace
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rather than to seek retribution or revenge at the border (Ibid: 23). In addition,
a series of conferences of the China-India JWG also held to discuss the border
dispute.

The state visit of the Chinese leader Jiang Zemin was a positive
reaction towards forming up of mutual political ties between two nations.
During the visit, both powers agreed in forming a mutually understandable
political leveling including the non-use of military power at the pleasure of a
single country. The culmination of the period marked by the acceptance of
Sikkim as an inalienable part of India and at the same time, Indian recognition
of the Chinese claim over Tibetan Regions made the positive signs over
relations. Therefore, Sikkim was no longer an issue in India-China
relationship. However, the Arunachal Pradesh issue continued to remain
unresolved. China has taken military and political parades including
establishment of mutual military trainings and also of exchanges of military
strategies by regular meetings with security officials (Ranjan 2016: 108).
However, the infrastructure links on both sides of the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) are being strengthened by each state, with strategic claims in mind
(Scott, 2008). The discussion of Sino-Indian relations from a historical
perspective, facilitate grasping the key issue areas wherein rivalries visible
about politics in the IOR.

Indian and Chinese Military Modernization

It was observed that there had been a policy shift from more inward
looking for that of an open economy in both China and India. The two states
arose concurrently as two influential powers in Asia during the last two
decades (Gilboy & Heginbotham 2013: 125). The world also had recognized
the extensive economic growth of the two states. The economic growth and
raw material necessities for industries and energy sources had required more
and more concern over security to protect the state interests. Consequently, the
concern over safety over the means of raw material as well as a mechanism of
transport resulted in opting to modernize their defense forces in various
regions of the world by the two states (Scott 2008: 244).

Consequently, both powers began to upgrade old weapon systems
while developing brand new ones (Tariq 2015: 3). The priority given to the
development and modernization of defense system becomes evident by a
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greater resource allocation for the military budgets. Military, pundits had
predicted that China and India would become more assertive, but in the
Chinese case, it had been more capable adversary in the event of conflict with
US regional allies or partners in the ASEAN, which was connected to the IOR
safety and security (O’Dornell, 2018; Pant & Das, 2018; Ryan 2012). It was
also predicted that specific military developments in both states would result
in challenging U.S. interests for it would lead to exacerbating regional security
competition undermining stability in Asia. It could be resulted in different
types of alliances within the IOR. It can be substantiated through
unprecedented strategic vigilance shown by India and U.S. over the small
states such Sri Lanka, Maldives, Bangladesh, Myanmar and Pakistan. The
military strength has been a mirror in understanding of the power balance in
military affairs and also in the leveling two nations in their strength.

Present military balance:

An analysis of the military expenditure of the two states revealed that
both states invested heavily in military spending over the last decade with the
objective of modernizing forces. Expenditure for defense in China is
reasonably higher than the expenditure on same in the Indian budget. As the
newest statistics revealed, China had increased its defense budget, at an
estimated $228 billion, accounted for 48 percent of the Asia total and was 3.6
times higher than that of the India (Economic Times, 25 July 2018). India
spent $63.9 billion on its military in 2017 (Wang, 2018). However, it is also
believed by some that progress in the defense sector was also ensured for
stability between the two nations. The specificity of Chinese and Indian open
economies is where their ability to maintain economic growth even without
outside markets (Nagaraj 2005: 2163). For their products, the both contenders
are heavily dependent upon external resources such as raw material and energy
sources. The specificity of the Indian Ocean becomes strategically significant
for airlifting some of the energies from place to place is not feasible if not
impossible. It was pertinent to discuss some of the critical issues related to
defense and military modemization that has got implications over
multiplication of rivalries in the Indian Ocean.
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Military Force modernization:

It is no doubt that China and India had become two significant players
of the international economy in the context of their growing economic prowess
in Asia. It is to be highlighted that China does not belong to the IOR directly
through the sea and it is connected to it through the Malacca Strait. As the
regions two significant powers, each required to secure and modernized
advanced equipment and improve the effectiveness of their forces with the
strategic objective of security of their trade and uninterrupted supply of raw
material and energies for furthering economic prosperity. The security
considerations had resulted expanding defense budgets by both states. The
Western world had been a vigilant over growth of Chinese forces, particularly
its aircraft carrier and combat aircraft programs (Rinehart, 2016; Blasko,
2012). The PLA had shown its strength with the including its anti-ship missile
and nuclear submarine programs, or more significantly in handling the marine
security affairs at its strength. Meanwhile, India has been providing
substantially increased funding to develop the capabilities of its military. In
addition, it has been planned to procure new aircraft carriers, and nuclear
submarines.

Nuclear Arms Race:

The theorist attempting to explain why states drive towards nuclear
weapon development drew attention to external factors in their effort to protect
their sovereignty and security (Waltz 1988, 1979; Keohane 1986). It was
argued that states build nuclear weapons with a belief that nuclear weapons
would increase security against the foreign threat. Scott D. Sagan has stated
that mutual possession of nuclear weapons by two opposing states likely to
produce stable nuclear deterrence (Sagan 1996:55). The history substantiates
that China and India ventured into developing nuclear weapons as a strategic
move to deter and curtail rival attacks on them.

The cold war politics in the bipolar world system and strategic
relations that the two superpowers maintained with the other powers of the
world had made both China and India nuclear weapon capable state in the
world. The experts in the field of nuclear weapons opined China as one of the
world’s five nuclear weapon states and while India has been excluded
bestowing such status ( Kristensen and Korda, 2018). Reliable sources has
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proved that China had produced 280 nuclear warheads for delivery by
approximately 150 lands- based ballistic missiles, 48 submarine-launched
ballistic missiles and bombers (Kristensen and Norris 2018: 289). It is
predicted and foretold that the stockpile of Chinese military would be
increased further in years to come by, making nuclear- capable missile
operational (Kristensen and Norris 2016; Schneider 2014). China has also
recognized the US as a rival player present in the Pacific Ocean as well as in
the IOR. With its land-based nuclear missiles with the capability to MIRVs
warheads, China has clearly answered to the US military interests in the border
regions. (Kristansen and Norris 2016: 207). The above development had
further increased the size of the Chinese nuclear force. It was China, the only
one of the five recognized nuclear weapon states that had been qualitatively
expanding the size of its nuclear arsenal (Hettiarachchi & Abeyrathne 2015:
100). As the U.S. Intelligence agencies had been predicted, China might more
than double its number of nuclear warheads by the next decade (Burgess
2012). Chinese government had revealed the capability of the Chinese Navy
had developed the Jin-class ballistic missile submarine, and JI-2 submarine
launched ballistic missile capacity of causing huge casualties by attacks on US
cities (Daily Mail 2013). The reports also reveal that, the capability of Chinese
lands- based ballistic missiles to attack US East Coast cities (Ibid). In addition,
China also modernized non-strategic nuclear weapons 3® (Kristensen and
Norris 2016:207).

Meanwhile, India also took initiatives to upgrade its strategic and non-
strategic nuclear arsenals. Atomic scientist estimated that India had produced
approximately 130 and 140 nuclear warheads for delivery by approximately
60 lands- based ballistic missiles, 16 sea-based ballistic missiles and 48
bombers (Kristiansen & Korda 2018: 362). Some experts had predicted that
the stockpile would be growing further over the next decade (Norris and
Kristiansen 2018, 2016; O’Donnell & Pant 2014). It was revealed that India
has developed four kinds of land-based ballistic missiles. There were as
follows:

1. The short- range Prithvi-2 and Agni-1,
2. The medium- range Agni-2,
3. The intermediate- range Agni-3 and
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4. The long- range Agni-4 and Agni-5 (Zarychta 2016: 70).

Above short- range Agni-2 focused on targeting Pakistan. The medium range
Agni-3 missile is targeting Western, Central and Southern China. Agni-4
missile is targeting nearly all of China and Agni-5 will be capable of striking
targets further away from China (Ibid). The Indian Air Force has two types of
fighter aircrafts, including French- made Mirage-2000 and British/ French-
made Jaguar capable to conduct nuclear bombs (Layton 2013: 20). It was
revealed that the said aircraft was capable of conducting nuclear strike
operations deeper into Pakistan and China. India has been developing two
kinds of sea-based nuclear arsenals: ship-launched ballistic missile and sea-
based ballistic missiles (Norris and Kristensen 2016:81). India deployed the
first nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine in 1974. Recently, India has
driven to establish an effective missile defense program (Diplomat, Aug. 3,
2018). India has developed its progress in military affairs and strategies by
strengthening the arm stocks and at the same time, establishing of ‘nuclear
missile and a new dual-capable missile.

The Nuclear rivalry between the two states constant to affect Sino-
Indian relations. In reaction to the Indian nuclear explosion of 1998, China has
been installing various nuclear missile systems in Chinese controlled Tibetan
Territories (Cirincione, 1999). These missile systems have targeted India, and
its major cities. In addition, India had been testing Agni-111 missiles in 2007
and 2008, expanding the range of Indian nuclear strike capability.

Strategic influence and Sino-Indian relations:

According to experts on world politics, the simultaneous rise of China
and India needed to be comprehended by grasping the nature and content of
twenty-first century world politics ( Garver, 2011; Kaplan, 2011; Malik,
2011). It was observed with substantial evidence both China and India were
coming up against each other across Asia and its surrounding waters.
Traditional geopolitical thinkers had described the nineteenth century as the
geopolitical rivalry between British and Russian Empire in Central Asia,
which was characterized by a great game (Mackinder, 1904; Spykman, 1944,
Mahan, 1911). Recent scholars had observed some similarities between the
rivalry between China and India' (Raja Mohan, 2012). The two states have
become great powers in the late 20th century. Yet they did not resort to hard
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power strategies to achieve their national interests. They have been using soft
power strategies in their completion in influence, power and hegemony while
reaping profits through trade and commerce. The rise of two states as great
powers implied multiplication of powers in the IOR. The existing superpower
in the Indian Ocean had been the US which has had naval bases in the Indian
Ocean. However, the presence of the Soviet Union was less visible yet with
striking capacities through the strategic alliance with Indian in the Bengal Bay.
The Indian Ocean at present characterized by the presence of the traditional
US as a superpower and China and India as great powers, which have the
possibility of becoming the Superpowers in the years to come in every sphere
including the military. It is also observed that the powers presence in the
Indian Ocean did not co-habit the littoral regions peacefully but characterized
rivalry. The rising powers seek to continue rising and constrain the Indian
Ocean to the Pacific through alliances/proxies.

India had perceived China through rival perception. According to
Indian perspective, China had been strategically encircling India (Scott 2008:
255). India has been witnessed an increasing Chinese presence and power
projection around land and sea. Chinese military buildup in Tibet and with its
construction of infrastructure in the North is one step in that encircling. China
has been encircling India in the South through strategic influence in South
Asian states and a string of pearl policy and its drive for a naval presence in
the Indian Ocean. On the other hand, Indian strategic influence over China
has been an ongoing process since the 1990s. India needed to establish
strategic linkages to counterbalance the growing Chinese power and influence.
India has been installed long-range aircrafts to the Northeastern fronts,
gradually assuming a greater security presence in the Malacca Strait, and
proclaimed Look East Policy (LEP) has brought into the Chinese own
southern backyard. Recently, India added Act East Policy (AEP) targeting
East and South Asian states.

Chinese strategic influence in South Asia:

Even though China is not situated within the territorial waters of South
Asia, which a political demarcation done by the U.S. for its strategic planning
in the context of bipolar world politics of the cold war era, South Asian States
had felt its influence since the Very origin as new states. China also has had an

120




Piyadasa Athukorala Felicitation Volume | 2020

interest over South Asian Region from the very beginning of modern China
while its helping hand was sought by the smaller South Asian States with the
objective of containing India (Marantidou, 2014: Kodikara, 1979). The above
situation made it was possible for China to be presented in the South Asian
scene that might cater to its strategic needs in the long term. Recently, China
has developed inroads within the South Asian nations in recent by taking
advantage of its infrastructure development and financial assistance for major
infrastructure projects. India also has been assisting those states in these
domains. Nevertheless, China has a definite advantage over India. This had
opened a space in China within the South Asian States that India had used
regarding as the traditional sphere of her hegemony (Scott: 2009: 107). The
bilateral relations with the neighbor states are also affected in shaping up of
the nature of its affairs.

Strong strategic calculus reined Chinese- Pakistani Relations. China
had given high priority over calculation. The foregone assessment arose from
a perceived hostility. It resulted in Indian concern to keep another front to
retaliate. Consequently, China has seen Pakistan has the edge over India in its
nuclear capability, including the ballistic missiles which led China to
strengthen Pakistan’s air and naval capabilities. The raid of Osama bin Laden,
it has decided to enhance the air security strategy of Pakistan. It was known
that China had been assisting Pakistan to restore and upgrade the Karakoram
Highway, while agreeing to aid in the construction of other roads (Awan,
2018).

Nepal occupied the second place in the Chinese strategic calculation.
Nepal was considered the buffer in deciding the war or peace between the
border holders (Sahu 2015: 197). The above interest remained the major
reason for the Chinese interest in Nepal for it had worked as a passage to South
Asia. It was the Chinese calculation that Nepal was an apparatus for
strengthening the Chinese presence in South Asia. The calculation of the
possibility of using Nepal against India had been the key in uncovering
Chinese initiative of extending infrastructure from Tibet to Nepal whereas
promising to provide harbor facilities in Nepal which facilitated Chinese
political, economic and military influence in Nepal.
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Bangladesh has been sought by China for its strategic purposes. Sino-
Bangladesh relations had significantly grown over the recent years. Current
Bangladesh Premier Sheikh Hasina has been continuing a strong friendship
with India, while her predecessor had strengthened links with China (Datta
2008: 755). However, two states had signed a pact with a Chinese oil company
for oil/gas exploration in Bangladesh. It also sought Chinese assistance to
upgrade Chittagong harbor to develop as a modern deep- sea port. Meanwhile,
Bangladesh had been discussing with China over the possibility of linking
Yunnan with Bangladesh through Myanmar by a modern Highway (Karim &
Islam 2018: 283).

Sri Lanka has been occupied fourth place in Chinese strategic thinking
in South Asia. Sri Lanka had sought its support on several occasions to contain
India in managing its Geo-strategic relations since the 1950s and
unprecedented scale during the 30 years’ war with a Separatist Tamil Terrorist
movement wherein India had attempted to spoil the conflict for its benefits.
China had provided military equipment and training to Sri Lankan troops.
Since 2005, more than 50% of funding for construction and development
projects has come from China (Samaranayeka 2011: 119). China had aided in
the construction of the Hambantota port and the Maththala international
airport, Colombo-Katunayake Expressway and the container terminal in
Colombeo. It has already agreed to assist in upgrading the railway. Chinese
influence over Sri Lanka has been strengthened by upgrading commercial port
at Hambantota that also would work as a naval facility base for the Chinese
Navy (Abi-Habib, 2018).

China had shown strategic interest the Maldives, a favorite destination
for Chinese tourists. However, Chinese relations with the Maldives began
slowly, but strengthened with Chinese ambition for global power. China had
made significant investments in infrastructure projects in the Maldives since
the 1990s. For example, Chinese assistance helped triple passenger handling
capacity in Maldives International Airport with the new runway in 2015
(Maldives Independent, 2018). However, end of 2018, newly government of
the Maldives would pull out of a free trade agreement with China (Reuters,
2018).

It had revealed that Chinese attention in aiding to the states of the South
Asian region in the development of their port substructure was closely linked
to her economic and trade benefits to ensure the safety of its oil supplies from
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the Middle East and Africa (Panda 2014: 675). Some experts observed that
China had not got immediate naval power projection by engaging in those
infrastructure development works besides the main strategic interest refilling,
re-stocking and rest and recreation facilities its oil/gas tankers and naval ships
deputed for anti-piracy patrols in the Gulf of Aden area through Gwadar,
Hambantota, and Chittagong (Mayer & Wubbeke, 2013; Ziegier, 2006; Zweig
& Jianhai 2005). However, it is to be noted that retired officers of the Chinese
Navy had spoken of the necessity of having a foreign naval base in the Indian
Ocean area which was discouraged by the ruling Communist Party (Causevic
2012: 10). Official statements have proved that China had no intention of
placing its Navy in those locations. (Zweig & Jianhai 2005: 33-34).

Southeast Asian Nations had perceived of China with discomfort
because of the over - assertiveness of its naval force in the South China Sea
(Kim 2016:27). The Indian Ocean cannot be compared with South China Sea
for China had no conflicts to fishing and exploration of fossil fuels with any
of the states of the IOR. The most comfortable position changes when China
graduates in the IOR on from energy security to power projection in its
strategic thinking, However, Chinese presence with South Asian nations has
been tolerated by India and the US as and witnessed by them as a risk to their
national and geopolitical interests (Chaturvedy 2015: 361). India has accused
China as intervening to her traditional sphere of hegemony in South Asia by
the naval presence in the Indian Ocean. China also was in the process of
developing an ally against India and the US and India through its trade and
commercial policy which closely related to the security and safety of its
cargoes. In this context, a discussion of its trade strategy known as “String of
Pearls Project” was warranted.

String of Pearls Project:

China has been advocating and seriously engaged itself to a grand
strategy in the IOR, namely “String of pearls”. It was perceived as a
geopolitical strategy of China with respect to the economic prosperity of China
and the security of its nationals and state in the changed world scenario. The
peaceful rise of China including Chinese investments in the region
demonstrates the trade and economic interests. The strategy included
maintaining economic, diplomatic, political and military means to connect
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destinations that benefits partners into the strategy (Marantidou 2014: 6).
However, rivals of China perceived this strategy as a Chinese attempt to
achieve maritime dominance in the IOR. The strategy’s significance and
implications over the global politics in the twenty first century has aimed at
becoming superiority by challenging the United States and its position as a
world superpower (Kim, 2013). The policy of String of pearls has been
characterizing a sphere of influence which China is safeguarding in harbors
and coastal towns along the coastlines of the Indian Ocean.

There is congruence between the trade route and the oil supply route
to China wherein strategic harbors scattered in the Indian Ocean have been
connected. Some have argued that the strategic objective of the road to work
as a protection of the energy supply route of oil to China (Brewster, 2016;
Marantidou 2014). Governments and defense analysts as well as had doubted
the stated objective of the very objective of Chinese policy, whether economy
or military (Joe, 2018). The strategy was perceived as an attempt to increase
its geopolitical influence by establishing naval bases, enhancing diplomatic
relations, accessing energy resources and further modernizing its military
throughout littoral South Asian states of the Indian Ocean (Pande, 2014;
Agnihotri, 2012). China had been signing trade and defense agreements,
investing in commercial ports and constituted ties with Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, and the Maldives. The policy has been a strategic
importance to China as the Indian Ocean supply route account for 80 per cent
of Chinese imported oil (Zweig & Jianhai, 2005). Chinese energy supplies are
not just the case, but more importantly, the ability to get them home safely. It
had been justified the need for China to safeguard the channel of energy
imports.

As already noted one of the key interests and objective of this strategy
was to secure energy resources and their safe transportation to China. The
International Energy Agency (IEA) had been revealed China would surpass
the U.S. in oil consumption, making it the number one oil consumer in the
world (World Energy Outlook, 2018). It has been revealed that since most of
the oil is transported by ships, allowing free and unhindered passage of these
tankers would be a key goal of the string of pearl strategy. Developing and
maintaining the maritime harbor along the route was seen as allowing China
to have a reliable flow of oil. Thus China could secure its sea routes by creating
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economic entities which are more or less indebted to China. In addition, partial
or full ownership of ports allows China to further control its oil imports, as
well as the routes used to transport of various other commodities.

The Chinese concern over energy security and safety has been long
(Ziegier, 2006). By investing in infrastructure projects along the Indian Ocean
littoral, China had tried of addressing energy security challenges. The Chinese
government, exemplified contact with Pakistan in 2001 to develop its deep-
sea ports at Gwadar (Niazi, 2005). There have been Plans involving
constructing an infrastructure that would link Gwadar to Xinjiang, which was
thought of as providing an alternative energy supply route (Brewster 2016:16).
The Chinese sponsored Hambantota port’s construction in Sri Lanka has been
understood same way which has been planned to construct a harbor, and an oil
tank (Singh, 2017). China also engaged in modernizing deep-sea port of
Chittagong in Bangladesh (Mukherjee, 2014). It also had invested in Myanmar
harbor projects with the objective of developing the port and linking it to the
city of Kumming in Yunan via oil and gas pipelines (Brewster 2016: 14). It
has been included the connecting the port with China via rail and road links,
providing and outlet to its landlocked province of Yunan.

Many security analysts shed suspicion over Chinese sponsored port
projects raising the issue whether they were part of a rigorous plan of the
Chinese Government to develop naval bases across the Indian Ocean (Khurana
2008; Malick 2011). It was suspected that Actions of China in protecting sea
lines of communication across the Indian Ocean from conventional or
unconventional threats aimed at blocking maritime trade by others. It was also
suspected that China has been building a maritime pathway across the Indian
Ocean making China the dominant naval power in the region in a manner
similar to the US and United Kingdom before them.

Yet, objective evidence of Chinese naval intentions in the Indian
Ocean remained a mixture. Chinese authorities denied any intention of
establishing any military bases saying such act as acts ‘imperialist’ adopted
by Western Powers (Lo, 2018). However, it was revealed that it in the
meantime had planned to build a new port and other military facilities at
Obock in Djibouti to support limited naval capabilities in the Indian Ocean
(Jeffrey, 2016). In addition, South Asian states also welcomed the Chinese
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naval establishment as revealed in the case of Pakistan encouraged to establish
a naval base at Gwadar, while China has to date been careful to avoid any
military connection with the port (Pauley & Shad, 2018). After discussing the
Chinese attempt at becoming a power in the Indian Ocean Region, a discussion
of the Indian Strategic Influence was pertinent in understanding the rivalry.

Indian strategic influence over Southeast Asia:

Indian strategy has been linked to the strategic necessity of linkages to
counter- balance the Chinese increasing power and influence. Its policy under
the B.J.P. and Congress Governments had incorporated elements of
encroaching traditional Chinese spheres of influence such as LEP and AEP
while taking the initiative to counter the Chinese increasing presence in South
Asia. India has sought to project its power and presence outside South Asia
through the policy known as extended neighborhood wherein some of the
states in the Chinese strategic backyard were targeted. India has also sought to
closer strategic ties with other relevant powers, which achieves something of
a soft balancing of China. India has officially claimed its clarity in both
economic and political relations.

- The LEP was initiated in 1991 that captured important dimension of
Indian foreign policy (Sikri, 2009:131). Indian focus on the initial stage was
in ASEAN states, but later extended to other states such as Australia and New
Zealand. India has been working with these states on the basis of bilateral
relations as well as through regional framework, including the Association of
South East Asian Nations and sub-regional organizations, including, the Bay
of Bengal Initiative for Multi Sectorial Technical Cooperation (BIMSTEC)
and the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC). India had engaged states in the
region through economic, diplomatic means. Later it had deepened the
partnership in strategic and military fields. More recently, it had focused on
soft power diplomacy to rebuild and restore cultural and educational links in
the East Asian region (Scott 2009: 107).

There is substantial evidence to prove Indian initiatives had
contributed enhancing ties with ASEAN. India became a sectional dialogue
partner of ASEAN in 1992 and also in 1995 full dialogue partner (Ghoshal
2013: 38). India has participated in the several forums, including, ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting (AMM), the Post Ministerial Conference (PMC) and the
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ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) in July 1996 (Ibid: 38). Furthermore, India
has become a summit level partner of ASEAN. The peak of the policy was the
signing of the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between India and ASEAN in
Bangkok on 13 August 2009 (Ibid: 57). Besides the economic, scientific,
technological, and development sector, it is also included political and security
concerns such as terrorist attacks and transnational crime, the fight against
corruption and the promotion of good governance.

It was revealed that India needed a continued economic and political
strategy space beyond South Asia to protect her national interests in the
context of multiplying by powers in the Indian Ocean. Although LEP was
initially economic in content, it has embraced increasing concern over security
aspects later. India has been signed a bilateral security and defense agreement
with ASEAN members, including Vietnam, Singapore (Pant, 2009:279). The
main theme of the India-Vietnam defense agreement revolved around
enhancing exchange of delegations, expanding training and defense industry
cooperation (Brewster 2013: 160). Some have equated that cooperation that of
China with Pakistan (Malhotra, 2012). Accordingly, Indian defense
cooperation, such as joint military exercises, coordinated patrolling and
training with several states in Southeast Asia have dramatically grown in the
last few years (Sikri 2009: 131-132).

Besides above strategic moves, India played an important role in the
grouping known as the Bay of BIMSTEC and MGC (Tappo 2016: 33). These
forums have been focused on technical cooperation, climate change, and water
security and so on. However, they also considered a counterbalance to Chinese
influence in the region. BIMSTEC brings together the states in the Bay of
Bengal, including India, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and
Thailand. The MGC between India and several ASEAN member states
(Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia) was initiated in 2000.
Both BIMSTEC and MGC to encourage cooperation in tourism, culture and
education, emphasize links between Indian traditional culture and Asian
cultures.

India had renewed its emphasis on Asia-Pacific region in its foreign
policy content in recent years (Fang, 2014). The Indian external affairs
minister proclaimed that LEP would be converted a policy of the AEP in
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August 2014 (Mishra, 2014). Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi asserted
the upgrading of the LEP to the action oriented AEP in November 2014 in
Myanmar, (Ibid, 2014). The Modi government focused not only on the
diplomatic part, concerning India neighbors, but also on creating a regional
role for India, in the global Asia-Pacific policy. Transforming the traditional
LEP into an ambitious direction of AEP was a key point in Modi’s political
vision, since becoming prime minister. The stated objective of the policy was
to encourage economic cooperation, cultural ties, and developing strategic
relationships with states in East Asia. It also aimed at strengthening and
enhancing the strategic aspiration of India in the region so as to requirements
in changing dynamics of the East Asia in the context of the assertive conduct
of China marking its response to the changing international dynamics. India
has changed its approach from economic, trade and investment to that of
politics, security, strategic, defense and even in counterterrorism realm due to
the rising threats of the Islamic State (IS) in the region (Rajagopalan, 2018).

Sino-Indian economic relations:

The economic realities had made purely looking at economic relations
from some realist perspectives next to impossible for realist perspectives had
looked at the economic ties from the viewpoint of power struggle. Global
capitalist logic had compelled even the traditional arch rivals cooperation’s for
mutual economic gains a must and otherwise their survival become impossible
(Sheffield, 2013). In the context of globalizing of economies, the newly
emerging economic giants have to face the challenge of facing the traditional
economic powers from a realist perspective for their economic prosperity has
become dependent upon the sometimes unwanted mutual ties. They are
strategically dictated. The situation has been exemplified in the creation of
economics blocks like BRICS and Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP).

The economies prowess of China and India had made them two
important nations in the world market given the size of their economies. China
has had a reporter and continued economic growth rate of over 10 percent.
Meanwhile, India has reached double digit figures of economic growth. The
observation of pattern of growing the economies of the states revealed that
China embraced a strategy of emphasizing production and manufactured
goods while India placed much attention on service sector led by information
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technology. To understand the complexity of their international relations, the
deliberation of Chinese and Indian economic relations is pertinent.

Contributory Factors for Sino-Indian economic ties:

The complex realities of the capitalist marketplace made both China
and India understand the importance of interdependence leading to foundation
for future trade. India had ventured to create a favorable environment for
business with each other through bilateral trade talks, agreements, and the
relaxation of import policies. In this context, the willingness to engage with
India has reiterated by the Chinese leadership in the early reform period, which
was exemplified in such instances like South-South Cooperation in 1982. With
the official visit of Prime Minister of India to China in 1988, the two states
had agreed to set-up JEG on economic relations and trade, science and
technology (Mahapatra, 2014). The official visit of the Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao in December 2010, both states agreed to set-up the Strategic Economic
Dialogue (SED) (Bajpai 2016: 65). It was clear that China and India opted for
cooperation for the benefits of cooperation were expected to increase with the
rise of bilateral trade and mutual recognition of each other during as both states
were aspiring international acceptance in the global market as a respectable
nation. Several Contributory factors have been highlighted for deepening
economic ties between the two states. First and foremost, both state leaders
recognize and have made substantial attempts to promote trade and economic
ties in the overall bilateral relationship. The new term “Chindia®> coined to
highlight the expectations of both country projects what the two states could
achieve together. The new term was coined in the context of increased bilateral
economic ties with an understanding of comparable nature of the two
economies— to highlight what the two powers could achieve together. The
other important contributory factor for deepening economic ties had been the
institutionalization economic ties. There had established a number of bilateral
institutional mechanisms over the last two decades to facilitate trade and
investment and generally promote economic ties between the two states (Ibid,
2016). For example, China and India were agreed in the Joint Declaration on
Principles of for Relationship and Comprehensive Cooperation between the
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two states during the Vajpayee’s visit in 2003, (Ministry of External Affairs,
2003).

Bilateral trade:

It was observed that the bilateral trade between the two states in the
1980s was low. The state visit of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to China in
1988 was instrumental improving the mutual relations between the two states,
while providing the impetus for booming trade relations despite border
disputes. The Tibetan issue, and threat perceptions continued over haunt over
relations between two nations (Ollapally 2014: 342). However, the bilateral
trade continued to rise and by 1990, the trade volume was almost 8 times that
of 1979 (Xiao, et al, 2015: 570). Those policy measures resulted in rapid
development of China- India economic and trade relationship. The said
economic and trade activities and relations convert China as Indian second
largest trade partner, the fourth largest export destination and the largest
source of imports while making .(Workman, 2019). India has the 11t% largest
trade partner of China, 7™ largest export market and the 18t largest source of
import (Ibid). Experts on international relations had pointed out that the global
financial crisis of 2008 has negatively impacted on Sino-India economic
development which resulted in declining of the economic and trade relations
between them by 6 % in 2009 (Mohanty, 2014).

India and China had taken many initiatives strengthen opportunities for
economic cooperation which included setting up on Strategic Economic
Dialogue (SED) and five working groups on energy, environmental
protection, infrastructure, policy coordination and high technology (Yuan
2016: 40). There were three rounds of dialogue between the two states since
2011 (Panda 2014). Both China and India have mutually established a joint
study group to study all trade-related issues, with the trade imbalances (Yuan
2016: 39-40). The increased trade is not confined to the Central government
level of the state governments of Indian and Chinese provinces also have
begun to explore economic opportunities at the sub-state level (Mishra 2012).
They became evident by meeting of Indian Chief Ministers and Chinese
provincial governor’ in Shanghai in mid-May 2015 (Bajpai 2016: 42).

The available data revealed that there was much progress in the area of
two-way trade over the past three decades. They have been some factors that
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work as hurdles ahead of the future expansion of the economic dimension of
the bilateral relations. Those hurdles were related to future expansion of the
economic dimension of the bilateral relations stagnated and growing frictions
over trade imbalance, market access, and security considerations (Xiao, et al.,
2015). However a surplus-deficit trend of trade between the two states has
been reported since 2000 (Ibid).

The scholars working on China and India economic relations had
identified several factors that obstruct the further development of economic
relations (Jingdong 2016: 32). First among them was the setting back of
political relationship from time to time due to occasional tensions. The second
factor was related to economic security considerations, in the context of China
pursuing an aggressive policy of opening markets, resources and expanding
economic influence in recent years. It in return had compelled India to seek to
protect its domestic industry, gain market access for its niche sectors, and
guard against external intrusion into its sphere of influence.

Competition over Energy and Cooperation:

Geopolitics and Geo-economics have gone hand-in-hand in important
ways in the twenty-first century (Soilen, 2010). The economic indicators
revealed that Chinese economic growth had reported growth rate of over 10
percent, while India has been recording a rate of growth approaching double
digit figure (Pardesi 2015: 16). Consequently, increasing economic growth
rates had increased the demand for energy imports. It also had led to explore
other sources of energy such as hydrocarbons upon the uncertainty of
availability of oil as sources of energy for the growing demands of
industrialization in both states. Being China and India who were the late
comers in the global marketplace, they found it was not easy for them to find
ways of taking on the biggest oil giants that had controlled the industry for
more than a century with stability (Klare 2008). In that context, China had
sought sources of energy from Africa (Melbar, 2013). It has been reported that
it had eaten up acres where Western and Japanese companies had had
traditional dominance. China and India are seemed to be worried about moral
arguments same as the Chinese reaction to Darfur crisis (Agubamah 2014:
227). China and India were criticized for their role in Myanmar for the
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multiple supports given to the military regime in exchange for the exploitation
of natural gas resources (Zhao 2008: 176).

China has got three major oil companies, i.e., China National
Petroleum Cooperation (CNPC), China National Petrochemical Cooperation
(Sinopec) and the China National Offshore Oil Corporation (CNOOC)
(Downs 2007: 74). India has had two major oil companies, i.e., Oil India
Limited (OIL) and Natural Gas Cooperation Videsh Limited (OVL). The data
revealed that Chinese national oil companies had invested worldwide for the
past two decades spreading over Asia-Pacific, Africa, Middle East, Russia and
Former Soviet Union Countries (Mayer,2015).

The implications of the significance of them had spilled over into the
China- India relations for China has become the biggest energy competitor of
India over energy quest. Indian policy planners had acknowledged the fact
China was ahead of India in planning for its energy security. Analysis of the
behavior of Chinese and Indian companies has shown that the relationship was
characterized by fierce competition (Troush, 1999). The competitions between
the trade partners of China and India had lost a series of bids for oil projects
in Angola, Kazakhstan, Ecuador and Myanmar since 2004 (Huchet, 2008).

It is also revealed that it was the IOR where this Sino-Indian energy
competition has been taking place. Important energy sources offered by
Myanmar in 2006-2007 was won by China is making India the looser (Sinha,
2009). It made serious implication over Indian leadership. This was happened
despites Indian perception of the region as her traditional sphere of hegemony.
However, China needed Sea Line of Commination (SLOC) to assure security
for energy resources in the Indian Ocean wherein China succeeded in winning
partners, including Myanmar, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka and further across
the Indian Ocean to the Middle East (Kraenner, 2008). The competition
between China and India in Central Asia, and the winning the bid
Petrokazakstan in 2005 by China has signaled the rivalry a further possibility
(Sachdeva, 2017). The situation had been further complicated by the Indian
involvement in to tap the energy field driven by the necessity of tapping the
same in an area claimed by China as part of China yet, disputed by other
Southeastern Asian states. The competition was revealed towards the end of
2007 when India and Vietnam attempted to drill for oil in the South China Sea.
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However, the move had been successfully blocked by China (Nguyen, et al.,
2017). However, it was possible to increase Indian military and economic
involvement in the South China Sea.

China and India are turning to the realities of the geopolitics and Geo-
economics, had concerns over the necessity of avoiding competition despites
of their concern of securing overseas energy supplies, which has become a top
national priority for both rising powers in the IOR since the opening of their
economies. At the initial stage of the twentieth century, China and India
depended on coal that were abundant within their territories (Mohan, 2010).
The growing economic realities made them dependent on external sources for
oil and gas in recent years. The International Energy Agency (IEA) forecast
that India dependence on foreign energy sources to rise from 73 percent in
2006 to 91.6 percent by 2020 (Madan 2010: 5). However, it has been predicted
that Chinese dependence on foreign sources will rise from 50% in 2010 to
77% in 2030 (WEC, 2016).

There are optimistic perceptions over the possible dialogue of
cooperation by limited occasions. For instance, Indian and Chinese oil
companies got together for the first time ever to buy a major stake in Petro-
Canada’s venture in Syria’s al-Furat oilfields in November 2005 (Basu 2005:
1). Several other large scale joint operations had been launched, including
Sudan, and Colombia. In this context, understanding of the rivalry over energy
sources requires a deliberation on areas of multilateral cooperation of China
and India that emerged out of complexities of present day political and global
order.

Sino-Indian multilateral cooperation:

The gradual smoothing of bilateral relations that emerged out of
economic growth and Geopolitical changes that was witnessed in the last
couple of changes had paved way for both states take common positions in
different global multilateral frameworks. The cooperation has been extended
across a variety of fields, including the global and regional forums, the war on
terrorism, the reaction to global warming and Asian economic integration.

Both China and India had been very assertive in the international
system and had been sensing a great deal of pride and consequently sought a
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greater voice in international organizations and establishing regional
institutions. There were independent initiatives taken by China and India that
had gone beyond the parameter of multilateral cooperation. The Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) was a result of joint reaction to US presence
in Central Asia and curb rising Islamic terrorism that was perceived to be a
common threat to China and India. It also could be understood as an initiative
of building a realm of influence by the two major rising powers in the Indian
Ocean Region by accommodating a good number of member states and
observer states. China was established of the SCO and India joined observer
state in 2004 and later became a member state in 2015 (Hasnat & Awan 2016:
85). The Chinese had cooperated in the establishment in the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). The bank was reaction to the World
Bank and Asian Development Bank, where the US or its allies had got the
majority of votes in decision making. In addition, the BRICS New
Development Bank, which had been established as an alternative to the
existing US and European dominated banking system. The significance of
these new banks had been the origins in the developing world and more
cooperation among developing world.

The complex interdependencies had required competition and
cooperation simultaneously. The cooperation was sought out of the necessity
of the joint attempt to curb the initiatives of global scale that damage the
furthering economic and military capabilities of those €merging new powers,
capable of influencing globally. That was revealed by joint positions taken by
China and India to oppose developed Western States lead by the US. The
cooperation was amply demonstrated in the field of globally dictated climate
policy as evidenced by entering a five-year agreement to jointly combat
climate change and negotiate an international climate agreements using
common positions on October 2009 by both powers had signed (Whalley,
2015). The two Asian giants have also defended share stands in international
negotiation on climate change, especially as regards the establishment of rules
that will take effect by the end of the first stage, i.e. 2012, as envisaged in the
Kyoto Protocol (King, 2015 In the foreign policy realm, the two states had
been rowing bilateral economic and political ties with rogue states, for
instance, Sudan and Myanmar. Both states have strong questions about the
role of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the International Criminal
Court (ICC) in the settlement of internal disputes (Odagaard 2013: 245).
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The global financial crisis, both states had played an important role in
developing crisis countermeasure and a new post-crisis global economic order
as representative of the rising states in 2008 (Li, et al., 2012). It was revealed
that both two powers after rapid recovery from the damages of the financial
crisis had returned to high levels of growth. They also had contributed to the
recovery of the global economy while the two states joining hands-in-hand in
the World Trade Organization (WTO).

Nature and Content of Sino -Indian competition in the Indian Ocean:

The rising of economies and the market forces had converted IOR one
of the pivots of the global geostrategic agenda. Power, resource struggles and
a quest for the national interests of new powers of China and India and
established powers vested interests had made the region more important in
pursuing national political and economic goals of nations in a the globalized
marketplace. In addition, global and regional trade is largely dependent on
Indian Ocean SLOC. In the coming decades, the IOR appears to be on its way
to becoming the nexus of world power and conflict. As Karim noted, ‘both
states had been rising military and naval powers in the Indian Ocean besides
from the US, which had been predominant since the 20® century’ (Karim
2017:59). To overcome the situation, the US and Japan had cooperated with
India to upgrade their military potential and capacity. On the other hand,
Pakistan, a Chinese close supporter in South Asia- the maritime domain is
directly linked-where other smaller nations may have to fall back to China for
both economic and military support.

China has been an extra-regional power in the IOR. It has got at least
two objectives of involvement in the Indian Ocean, namely that of economic
gains and SLOC. It has been quite clear that Chinese freedom of navigation in
the Indian Ocean, surely had been dependent upon the US and India. It was
the US that had had the full capabilities to control the checkpoints in the Indian
Ocean and cut of the SLOCs all the way to China. This made Chinese
government to pre-occupied with security and safety of imported fossil fuel
source in the Persian-Gulf and Africa as well as dependency upon raw
materials imports from Africa through the Indian Ocean. In that context,
Chinese military presence in the Indian Ocean had been increasing
considerably over the last decade, revealing Chinese desire to improve its
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ability to protect sea routes vital to its economic development. For instance,
the PLA Navy has carried out counter piracy operations in the Gulf of Aden
since January 2009 (Henry, 2016). The Chinese Navy started for the first time
to develop ships collecting maritime intelligence in the Indian Ocean in 2012
(Agnihotri 2012: 20). It was reported that China had played a major role in
aiding and building of civilian port infrastructure in the Indian Ocean,
including the port of Colombo, Hambantota in Sri Lanka and the port of
Gwadar in Pakistan. In addition, PLA Navy counter piracy task force has made
port calls to be at least twelve states for resupply and replenishment and
military to military engagement. However, Chinese massive investments in
maritime infrastructure in the region make it permanent naval presence
strategic imperatives.

However, Abhijit Singh argued that, China has any plan for naval
bases in the IOR (Singh 2015: 293). The Xinhua had outlined a plan for the
establishment of Chinese overseas strategic support bases in the Indian Ocean
(Xinhua, 2013). India had been a power in the IOR since its very beginning as
amodern new state initiated by Balkanization of the British Empire. A reputed
geopolitical analyst K.M. Pannikkar pointed out Indian Ocean had been an
important oceanic area for the rest of the world and Indian Ocean remained
vital for Indian very existence (Pannikkar, 195 3). Indian geostrategic location
has been unique in nature and very fact had given her a strategic advantage.
India penetrated into the center of the Indian Ocean and having the long coastal
line of 4500 miles on east and west of the southern part of the state (F&D,
2018). India has 2.2 million s.q.k.m. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEC) (2018).
There is a larger Indian diaspora in countries situated all along the Indian
Ocean (Das 2011). The importance of the Indian ocean could be grasped by
yelling at 97% of the Indian trade volume and 70% of its energy import used
to transit through the Indian Ocean (Ibid). As the Indian economy continues
to develop, its energy requirements and trade relations would increase
manifold (Singh 2015:296).

India, too, like China, has expanded its naval structure in the Indian
Ocean since the 1990s, to secure economic and strategic interests. Its naval
strategy pursues to spread its influence throughout the entire IOR, through
higher spending on its naval expansion, trade and investments, diplomacy and
strategic ventures. It has been strengthening relations with the energy-rich
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Africa, the Middle East and South East Asia regions to ensure its economic
stability and great power ambitions. India appeared to be alarmed at Chinese
rising interest in the IOR by taking measures to counterbalance the Chinese
influence and control over the Indian Ocean choke points through security
relationships with key littoral states including Singapore, Mauritius and Oman
and others. The Indian strategy is based on a soft balance in the US that expects
to secure its own positions in the Indian Ocean against a perceived growing
Chinese challenge.

In the last decade, Indian military presence in the Indian Ocean has
risen. Chinese naval penetration has become noticeable further south between
other Indian Ocean Island and littoral states. It was observed that Indian failure
to take a firm stand on the internal political turmoil in Maldives led to the
emergence of a dynastic Islamic regime under covert support from China.
Despite recognizing the crucial location of the small islands of the Indian
Ocean, it has become one of the central occupation in the bureaus of the
foreign policy of India. India already has a close security partnership with the
Seychelles and Mauritius for a long time. Mauritius has long been within the
Indian sphere, in part because of its Indian-majority population.

Conclusion

The objective of this study had been to analyze the repercussions and
impacts of two rising powers in the Indian Ocean region on world politics. The
study enabled to understand the impact of rising and emerging powers in the
Indian Ocean and multiplied powers and their rivalry. It highlighted that
economic growth and needs for further expanding of the same had lead to
concern much more over the security and safety of energy rivalry which paved
the way for different types of strategic triads among power rivals. The
discussion allowed to proceed to elaborate the economic and military power
of China and its implications over the politics in the Indian Ocean region.
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Challanges of the Reconcillation in Post — War Sri Lanka

An Analysis on the Approaches of the Report of Lesson
Learnt and Reconciliation Commission

S. Baskaran
Abstract

Sri Lanka is multiethnic in character, comprising a Sinhalese majority
and three substantive minorities Sri Lankan Tamils, Muslims, Indian-origin
Tamils. The country had been experiencing a large scale war over 26 years
due to the prolonged nature of ethnic conflict, which finally concluded in 2009
after defeating the LTTE. Soon after the military victory over the LTTE, tasks
have been undertaken by national and international initiatives, either bottom
or top level on the ground, to rebuild the country thereby constructing long-
lasting peace in the nation, fostering reconciliation one of the main focuses to
bridge the divided ethnic relationships. In order to implement this endeavor,
as a prime national level initiative, the government of Sri Lanka started to
establish various measures. In this context, establishing structural measures
and constructing institutional changes for reconciliation in Sri Lanka is highly
needed. Reconciliation is understood as a way for transforming conflict, and
structural approach of reconciliation is viewed as a measure that can
facilitate psychological change and thereby contribute to constructing a
framework for stable peace. With those considerations, this research focuses
on the newly formed commission of LLRC and its report as well as
recommendations for promoting reconciliation in Sri Lanka by incorporating
the major structural challenges, stemmed directly for reconciliation and
obstacle to implementing. The objective of the research is to evaluate the

reconciliation progress of implementing the recommendations of the Lessons
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Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) in six key structural
challenges. This research is a qualitative study and aimed to evaluate the
recommendations of the LLRC in six key structural challenges and its
implementation deficits. There are probably a number of literatures on
reconciliation in the post-conflict society. The study results show a strong
correlation between security and reconciliation, which has not been closely
Jocused by the school of thoughts of reconciliation. The study also found that
Jeeling of insecurity associated with structural elements will not engineer and
guarantee a genuine reconciliation. The structural challenges are still
observed in a greater degree as a legacy of the prolonged nature of the

unresolved conflict.
Key Words: Reconciliation, Post-War Sri Lanka, LLRC Commission Report

Introduction

Sri Lanka is multiethnic nature, including the Sinhalese majority and
three substantive ethnic minorities Srj Lankan Tamils, Muslims, Indian-origin
Tamils. The country has experienced the ethnic war and ended in 2009.
Afterward the national and international Initiatives have carried out the tasks
to rebuild the country for creating long-lasting peace in the nation, promoting
reconciliation as one of the main focuses to bridge the divided ethnic
relationships. In such manner, there is a solid need to make structural measures
and institutional changes in Sri Lanka to accomplish reconciliation.
Reconciliation is understood as a path for changing conflict and developing a
structure for stable peace. This is genuine the case in Sri Lanka on the grounds
that the civil war are very significant to the basic components and they have
made negative demeanors among the deferent ethnic groups and the issues that
are impeding the progressing reconciliation recognized as more structural in

nature related with the security.
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The research concentrates on the LLRC Commission and its report for
encouraging reconciliation in Sri Lanka by including the major structural
challenges, confined straightforwardly for reconciliation and impediment for
security to implementing. The following are six key structural challenges that
political settlement, militarization, resettlement and land restoration and
reintegration of ex-soldiers, kidnapping, arbitrary arrest and vanishing and war
crimes and accountability are hampering the best possible implementation
because of the sense of insecurity of either Sinhalese or the Tamil community.
Approaching reconciliation in practice, the application of Truth and
Reconciliation Commissions after violent conflict have reflected the most
common model, though they Vary in power, mandate, resources and forms of
operation. This study restricts its scope to the Government formed
Commission and the issues identified in its Report from the angle of the

security and reconciliation and its final outcome of the implementation.

The Report of the LLRC is to some extent accepted by the domestic
and International community as a good starting point to address the
reconciliation in Post-war Sri Lanka. The Report of the LLRC provides a
framework for setting in motion processes and mechanisms to promote a
meaningful reconciliation in the post-war peace building. The essential
structure of the report is a long record of up to 388 pages, including nine parts
and the preface, which contains the points of interest of past blunders and
viewpoint investigation and in addition the result of the disappointment of the
peace procedure and the progression of about 285 Recommendations of which
135 might be alluded to as real main suggestions since they have a few sub
proposals. It is believed that the LLRC strives to present a document as a
blueprint for the revival of Sri Lanka as a success story for postwar
development, democracy and reconciliation. LLRC recommends the

establishment of a new mechanism to address a range of specific issues and
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challenges. This may be because it recognizes that existing government

mechanisms are not sufficient to address these issues. In this context, the
findings and recommendations of the LLRC include the need for credible
investigation of extensive allegations of extrajudicial executions and enforced
disappearances, demilitarization of northern Sri Lanka, implementation of
impartial land dispute resolution mechanisms and resettlement of internally
displaced persons, reassess the detention policy on ex-combatants, strengthen
previous independent civil institutions, reach a political settlement involving
devolution of power to the provinces, promote and protect the right to freedom

of expression for all and to implement the rule of law reform,

The critic usually has made in the surface that the lack of political will
of the Government in step into implementation. This is revealed the reality
that limited efforts of the ongoing implementation. It makes debates and
criticism about the delay and ignorance regarding with an important document
to provide an incentive to the ongoing reconciliation process. However, the
study found that LLRC did not pay enough attention in its report on the
security aspects of identified issues and challenges. Security-related issues and
challenges are barrier to overcome the meaningful implementation of the

LLRC report. From this point of view, this study will focus on the six selected

issues and challenges involved in the LLRC recommendations, which are

barely implemented on the ground.

Problem Statement and the objective of the study

The Document of the LLRC report has been proposed for the

development of reconciliation process. Currently, Sri Lanka is facing the

severe challenges due to the key structural issues dominant on the ground.
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Those challenges are critical while involving with the sense of uncertainty of
both the Sinhalese and Tamil. Thus, there have been obstacles in achieving
reconciliation. However, this has not been assimilated in the study of the
LLRC and the efforts for implementing its recommendations in the continuing
reconciliation process in post war Sri Lanka. Although nationals and
international institutions have criticized the delay in implementing the
recommendations of the report of the LLRC, no substantial progress has been
made so far. While this report is still considered to be an important document
for the ongoing reconciliation process but, it is still not fully put forward
effectively in the implementation of these respected recommendations on the

ground.

The objective of the Study is to evaluate the reconciliation progress of
implementing the proposals of the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation
Commission (LLRC) in six key basic issues that are political solution,
militarization, resettlement and land return issues, rehabilitation and
reintegration, abduction, arbitrary arrest and disappearances and war crimes
and accountability, after the suspension of the extended civil war between the
Sri Lankan government and LTTE. In like way, the research investigates the
essential challenges on the ground challenging post war Sri Lanka by using

the structural approach of reconciliation.

Methodology of the study

This research is a qualitative study and focused to assess the
suggestions of the LLRC report, in six key basic issues, and its implementable
deficiencies. Interview was used as a data collection method in this research.

The type of interview in this study is the semi-structured interview, in contrast
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to the structured and unstructured interview format. The selection of such an
interview type is closely related to argument, which has put forward in the
hypothesis. Meanwhile, it focused to examine the six basic issues and its
security concerns, then to search for associations with the procedure of
reconciliation. The aim was to get the interviewees ideas and encounters by
making inquiries with respect to these issues and hope to perceive how it

comprehensively connected to the ongoing reconciliation process.

This study relies on two broad sources of data: primary such as
interview and secondary. In terms of collecting documents for the study as
primary source, there were a substantial number of document wil] be collected
form relevant departments, ministries and authorities. For secondary sources,
this study relies on related text books, reports, journals and other written
sources. At last, this study will be compiled with the qualitative in-depth “case
study” methodology, based on the Report and the issues identified. The
primary field study was done in the Colombo region. This area is the prime
and biggest region and the nation's business capital, Colombo, and the political
capital, Sri Jayewardenepura, are located; has the highest population density;
and contained with mix of all ethnic groups, Sinhalese, 76.6%; Sri Lankan
Tamils, 11%; Muslims, 9.01%; Indian Tamils, 1.1%; Burghers, 0.7%; Sri
Lankan Malays, 0.97% and others, 0.62%.
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colombo ) Altogether, eighteen interviews were
conducted around there with respondents from different groups in Sri Lanka.
Focuses of the interviews were drawn from a a wide range of society: political
and religious leaders, government ministers, prominent thinkers, non-
governmental organization staffs and Jjournalists, irrespective of ethnicity,
language they speak or where they reside, with the aim of eliciting their
opinions on the recommendations of the LLRC into the recognized key

structural issues and its security concerns. The interviews were intended to
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permit participants to respond on the perspectives and opinions on the post-
war reconciliation process in Sri Lanka and the Report of the LLRC and how
it identifies with one's work and activities; significance of the key issues,
which must be considered genuinely in promoting reconciliation; the
implementability of the Report suggestions for settling those issues on the
ground for genuine reconciliation and peace in the nation; finally the
relationship amongst security and reconciliation in the present situation. All
together the researcher conducted in leading the interviews with 27 people
during these field visits. In any case, some among them were not willing

honestly and stood up in a few substances because of their own reasons.

For secondary sources, this study relies on related textbooks, reports,
journals and periodicals and other written secondary sources. Therefore,
during the first field visit numerous documents gathered, at the library, in the
media and at the offices of the interviewees, in order to combine the facts from
different sources, which gave a profounder understanding of the local context.
In addition to this, the oral and written submissions made to the Commission
which held public hearing on the issues addressed in the Report of the LLRC
also utilized in the study. Finally, many documents were provided by the
political parties, newspaper interviews and media materials which do give
sufficient depth of insight related to this particular Commission and its report
are used in this study. At last, this study compiled with a qualitative in-depth
“case study” methodology, based on the Report and the issues identified. The
data from the interviews formed the basis of much of the analysis. This was
systematized by identifying and diagnosing through Facts as nature and causes
of the issues and insecurity, Feelings as about the sense of insecurity and
safety needs on the ground; and, Forecasts as an analysis of the results and the

judgments about future, of the issues selected. Given the semi-structured
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interviews along with other raw data, identified structural issues were easily

extracted, categorized and interpreted by the author of this study.

Reconciliation in the Post War Societies

There are possibly various literatures on reconciliation and in addition
on security in the post-war society. However, the existing literatures fail in
any capacity to treat in incredible points of interest, issues and debates
identified with security and reconciliation links, particularly as to the Sri
Lankan context. Concerning both concepts, by applying in the post-war Sri
Lankan circumstance, is fundamental. While, from one viewpoint, peace and
reconciliation are upheld by different activities all through the nation building
process in post-war Sri Lanka, and other viewpoint, huge challenges are
managed in relative to the key debates; just the negative peace is in practice.
The security dilemma is still seen in noteworthy degree as a legacy of the
persistent nature of the unsettled conflict. Operationalizing the best possible
structural measures to guarantee security through reconciliation process is
exceptionally required for both the ethnic groups. Feeling secure from each
side is a pre-condition, and without a doubt, that is one of the important
components to promote reconciliation. This sense of security can be
maintained by socio- psychological measures as well as through structural

measures, for example, conversion of the institutions, maintaining law and
order, social change which is important to avert future misuse and barbarities,
and changes on dissemination of power and assets and in addition
reexamination of fundamental group values and identity (Ho-Won Jeong,
2005: 157). Accordingly, this study endeavors to fill the research gap of local

as well as international studies by connecting the sense of security and the
structural approach.
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It is essential for settling on the kind of reconciliation process that is
required, and additionally what shape the ultimate result must take in the post-
war stage. Customarily, as Charif (1994); Corm (1994); Saidi (1994);
Lederach (1997); Lipschutz (1998); Wilmer (1998); Murray and Greer (1999)
brought up, peacemaking strategies, have concentrated on the basic parts of
reestablishing or fashioning relations between previous opponents (Bar-Tal
Daniel and Bennink H. Gemma, 2004: 15). Along these lines, traditional
approaches to conflict resolution and peace building have not generally been
powerful when conflict include huge instances of injury (Karbo Tony and
Mutisi Martha, 2008: 15). Osaghae (2000) pointed that in light of the fact that
the importance and pertinence of traditional strategies have been enormously
disenabled by the politicization, corruption and abuse of traditional structures,
particularly conventional rulership, which have relentlessly delegitimized
peace promotion worked around them according to numerous and lessened
trust in their viability (Ibid: 23). Despite the fact that the substance of
reconciliation is a psychological process, forcing basic measures, without a
doubt, can encourage psychological changes. In this manner, reconciliation
process cannot be restricted with psychological elements which do work on

changing deeply rooted beliefs, attitudes and emotions of the public.

Abu-Nimer (2001: 247) pointed that the procedure of reconciliation
only succeeds or bring improvement among different ethnic communities that
if it is not separated from structural arrangements. This is undeniably true in
the Sri Lankan case since the prerequisites of reconciliation on the ground are
essentially different since structural elements are incredibly needed toward
enforced psychological change. As shown by Lederach (1998); consolidating
structural measures in the process of reconciliation, while including to the key
issues, will obviously go with the correlative psychological changes in the

multi ethnic nature of society. Due to the comprehension of the vitality of the
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structural approach, this research will convey important theoretical as well as
practical implications for recent discussions (Rosoux Valerie, 2009; Barbara
Joanna Santa, 2007; Porter Elisabeth, 2007) of the boundaries of effectiveness

of reconciliation.

Academics and practitioners have with divergent views concerning
with the elements that can constitute reconciliation in post-conflict situations.
These views have given rise to another approach for addressing gross human
rights violations that occurred in a country’s past history. Not unexpectedly, a
variety of mechanisms have been suggested for healing the wounds of the past
thereby facilitating national reconciliation and peace building in post-conflict
societies. Truth Commissions is one of the methods, which generally
investigate and report their findings about the causes of major human rights
violations, and, sometimes, they grant amnesty. In the same manner, Sri Lanka
also experienced truth commissions to deal with the past. However,
establishment of the LLRC is the main turning point in the post-war phase
since it dealt with wide spectrum of structural issues and provided benchmarks
to move forward. Furthermore, the LLRC identified the past wrongs and
present-day injustices and provides “quick fixes” to those challenges while
coping with the future on the long road to political settlement and post-war
peace building. Therefore, focusing on ‘Commission’ has important
methodological as well as conceptual implications to have a constructive

reconciliation in a post-war nation.

158




* Piyadasa Athukorala Felicitation Volume | 2020

Reconciliation: Conceptual Framework

This study is essentially to manage the inside and the outside elements
of the conflict in Sri Lanka. Nature and development of the sehse of insecurity
and the structural features of insecurity of both Sinhalese and the Tamil ethnic
groups in the conflict in Sri Lanka are as yet considered as real obstructions to
overcome any issues between these two groups because of the nature it
delivered the feeling of insecurity. Therefore, the meaningful reconciliation
should be done between the ethnic groups by developing the sense of security
ofthe both Sinhalese and Tamils. Furthermore, the depiction fell as a historical
background to proof evidentially and argued for the essentiality of
reconciliation to transforming the peace from negative to positive by building
the sense of security through structural measures in the post-war phase.
However, the concern of security of these two ethnic groups is still strong and
pursuance of their sense of security is following and demanding by several
strategies. These are important to show the way to build the feeling of security
of these ethnic communities by applying the structural measures and bridging

the gap between them for meaningful reconciliation in post-war Sri Lanka.

After the military victory over the LTTE in 2009, nation has been
postured into conflict transformation and peace building process through
structural and psychological means. This transition is exceptionally expected
broadly and also globally to beat the past colossal enduring of the ethnic
groups and the injustices committed against them, thereby, both communities
can be reconciled and ensure their security. In the all respects, the way
reconciliation is to be promoted between these two ethnic groups is essential
to find out, therefore here, first review the literature of reconciliation in a
theoretical and practical point of view and then find the possible and proper

approach on this particular case. In order to do this, the following second
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chapter of this dissertation demonstrates reconciliation oriented with the

purpose of study and tries to provide a clear illustration of all the theoretical

arguments made.

Instead of search for extensive variety of various elucidations on the
reasons why reconciliation is to be pursued, the dissertation focuses the call
for reconciliation by relating to decreasing the level of conflict for the sake of
post-war Sri Lanka. Meanwhile, it takes at the selected theoretical relevance
to the Sri Lankan context where the "Report of the Lessons Learnt and
Reconciliation Commission" introduces a unique appearance of the post-war
reconciliation process. All as a primary concern, accordingly, in this chapter
the theoretical literature relating to reconciliation is checked on to abide upon
its structural insights. After looking at the ways in which the concept of
reconciliation is seen in conflict emerging societies and nations, this review
initially begun with building up a generic definition of reconciliation in a more
extensive theoretical and practical structure. This emergence encompasses
with the conceptual basis of transforming conflict by linking to reconciliation,
as a process as well as an outcome. Second, the three main distinguished
approaches: structural, psychological and spiritual, are spelled out and
discussed. Among them the structural approach is explored in-depth due to the
central focus in this study by referring three key dimensions (political,
economic, and juridical). These dimensions form the Conceptual framework
within which the aim of the dissertation is derived. Finally, the various
substantive levels also identify in the perspective of initiatives (top, middle

and bottom) as well as operational levels of intervention (national, community,

and individual).

In the academic literature, the terminology of reconciliation

approached by eminent scholars, however, no-one agrees how to define
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reconciliation since it is a complex term and thereby, interprets by split views
on its definition, understanding and practical implementation. Thus, this
section will start by presenting definitions among analysts and researchers in
the forefront field. The expression of reconciliation starts from the Latin
words, means set up together. (Brouneus Karen, 2003: 13). In dictionary
terms, reconciliation has three implications: to begin with, accommodating
contrasts; second, abdication or acknowledgment; and, third, reestablishing a
relationship after irritation or conflict. Each of the three are applicable in post-
conflict peace building, be that as it may, they exclusively convey on

altogether unique implications and plan (Mani Rama, 2005: 513).

The term reconciliation generally refers to the way toward building up
a common placating settlement between adversaries or in the past opposing
groups (Kriesberg Louis, 2007: 2). As indicated by Dwyer Susan (1999: 81),
reconciliation is being encouraged upon individuals who have been severe and
deadly adversaries; upon casualties and culprits of frightful human rights
abuses, tons of people whose most self-originations have been organized as
far as authentic and frequently state-endorsed relations of predominance and
accommodation. She additionally included that reconciliation has nearly
convey positive undertones that recommending a conclusion to enmities, the
agile acknowledgment of frustration or annihilation, the healing and repair of
significant fellowships. In this specific circumstance, defining reconciliation
is complicated and thereby, universal understanding of what reconciliation
means is yet to be found. Conflict, particularly in a violent form, often does
considerable damage to the social fabric and leaving societies in substantial
need of repair (David and Webel, 2009: 455). Another perspective in the
empirical and theoretical discussions that are subsumed related with
reconciliation and the end of conflict as the result of removing the emotional

barriers that exist between the rivals. These emotions associated with two
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major aspects: parties’ perceptions of having been victimized by their
adversaries; and feelings of distrust that have accumulated during the period

of conflict (Nadler Arie & Saguy Tamar, 2004: 4).

Generally, societies emerging from prolonged nature of conflict,
violence, and war face an immense task with numerous challenges after a
formal peace agreement is signed or the conclusion of war. Although the
journey of transition begins from war to peace, and the task involves in dealing
with the damages, and suffering without increasing tensions among the
members of society, potential peaceful future overshadowed by deep scars
caused due to the experiences of the past. Unlike tractable conflicts, intractable
conflicts12 are hard to deal with and difficult to resolve. This conflicts named
as “deeply rooted”, “protracted” and differ with respect to causes,
contradictory goals, intensity, involvement, actions, and other characteristics,
involve psychological investment on the part of society members with widely
shared beliefs, attitudes, motivations, and emotions (see figure 1). The
prolongation of these conflictive situations and the protracted nature of the
conflict became as obstacle to the progress in the peace building phase and
endure to obstruct the development of peaceful relations among group
members though the group’s leaders settled the conflict peacefully and signed
a peace agreement. Therefore, it is clear that the nature of stable and lasting
peaceful relations required psychological changes, where the conflict starkly
damaged the coexistence of different groups, as a real outcome that can be

slowly occur through a reconciliation process.

In this respect, reconciliation is a societal process involving with
mutual acknowledgement of past suffering and the changing of destructive
attitudes and behavior into constructive relationships toward sustainable

peace. Therefore, reconciliation is, among researchers and practitioners in the
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field, focused as a central phase for unifying a divided society and among
some seen as a prerequisite for lessening destructive tensions within the
population and thus avoiding a relapse into armed conflict. Concurrently,
though the essence of reconciliation is more psychological in promoting
changes in its process, and involves with transforming the negative
psychological impact as above mentioned, structural conditions can contribute
to precipitating a conflict or to constructing a framework for stable peace.
Richard Jackson (2009: 179) pointed that existing structural based conditions,
for example, corruption, instability, ethnic division and the like, poverty,
unemployment, discrimination, and state incapacity, are sometimes perceived
as irrelevant to the process of reconciliation because it is not necessarily
spreading the new message of reconciliation among society members and do
not induce a deep change in the public’s psychological repertoire (Bar-Tal and
Bennink, 2004: 15). Therefore, establishing structural measures, which are
clearly needed and combined with structural-institutional conditions, such as
a high level of interaction and cooperation, joint institutions and organizations,
and social learning with basic cognitive-emotional changes (Bar-Siman-Tov
Yaacov, 2004: 62), can facilitate psychological change; however, they alone
cannot really establish reconciliation. From the above point of view related
with reconciliation and structural elements, development of a sense of security
for each group is identified as a component of reconciliation (Kriesberg Louis,

2004: 85).

By consolidating the previously mentioned portrayal on the idea as a
top priority, the security in the compromise procedure implies that the gross
differences from any methods for prosperity are decreased and now they are
safe from any injury or harm caused by the other side and thereby can live in
cooperation with considerable degree of harmony. However, the more

enhanced security would entail the absence of structural violence and the

163




Bgats @mpemISE cB®Id B8 eegmcs 2020

attainment of positive peace while being guaranteed by constitutional
provisions and by changes in the policies and composition of government

agencies, such as police and security forces (Kriesberg Louis, 2004: 89).

A few literatures concern process and outcome standpoint of
reconciliation saw this division by stay with process or outcome or even both.
Bloomfield D. (2006: 6) appropriately noticed this view by evaluating a few
researchers' work that reconciliation to be " dynamics, adaptive processes
aimed at building and healing " and "a procedure of changes and redefinition
of relations" (Lederach, 2001: 847); "national reconciliation can best be
comprehended as a multi-dimensional and long term process" (Audrey
Chapman, 2002: 1); and "the possibility that reconciliation is a procedure of
building or changing relationship is developing" (Erin McCandless, 2001:
213). For Bar-Tal and Bennink (2004: 15), lasting and stable peace,
accomplishing through reconciliation, is portrayed by shared acknowledgment
and acceptance. Huyse (2003) pointed that there are three stages in the process
of reconciliation: switching fear by non-violent coexistence, constructing
confidence and trust, and moving towards empathy (Ibid: 21). He added
argues that, the final stage of this procedure needs to be accompanied by
building democracy and a new socio-economic direction (Ibid); this aspect
recounts with the structural aspect of reconciliation. In order to develop this
procedure in a broader sense, according to Huyse, different mechanisms are
needed: truth telling, reparations, restorative justice and processes to promote

healing.

In this respect, though reconciliation identified as a process, the final
stage become as an end state. If specifically addressing reconciliation as a
psychological outcome, it requires positive emotions about the peaceful

relations with the past adversaries (Bar-Tal and Bennink, 2004: 22). Anyhow,
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Elisabeth Porter (2007:157) stated that David Bloomfield (2003) suggests as
reconciliation is both ‘a goal’ or ‘an outcome’ and ‘a process’. These
characteristics considered as an end-state of reconciliation included both
structural and psychological elements. As a result of different standpoints,
reconciliation is presented in this study incorporates both criteria: process and
outcome. Actually, from the previous study, there is most likely post-conflict
reconciliation is more unpredictable, fragile, and even indeterminate process.
It is huge to note that reconciliation crosses the entire array of post-conflict
activities to incorporate both structural and psychological elements. In any
case, achievement or disappointment of the reconciliation procedure itself
would exceptionally relies on upon a few basic variables which can't be
differentiate whether they simply structural or psychological in nature. The
primary accentuation in the literary works plainly representation that fruitful
reconciliation requires the dynamic association of everybody in the society:
victims, and guarantors of peace agreements. Along these lines, with the end
goal of the study, cultivating reconciliation in post-conflict nations has been

looked in the main literatures as an outcome.

Original researchers of transitional equity examine the truth
commissions’ capacity to move the legal, political and economic barriers in
actions that are experienced among political transition and their utilization by
new governments to enhance their stands, at home and abroad, in pursuit of
peace and stability. However these commissions have been extended by
governments to suit a more extensive scope of conflict resolution, human
rights and socio-emotional goals, sometimes contributing to criminal
prosecutions (Baker Jo, 2011: 6). Although there have been a great number of
truth commissions created either through national legislation or through
presidential degree or sometimes incorporated side to side by international

bodies with different nature and functions with various goals in mind, this
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study is to draw attention on the newly established Presidential Commission

of Inquiry on Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation of Sri Lanka.
Challenges of the Reconciliation in Post-War Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka suffered from one of Asia’s most intractable civil wars
(Hoglund Kristine and Svensson Isak, 2009: 175) throughout its prolonged
nature of conflict over the last three decades. However, a large body of
scholarly literature exists on the Sri Lankan conflict highly limited
conceptually in two ways: problem between an extremist secessionist group
and the Sri Lankan state (Bandarage Asoka, 2009: 3; Lewis David, Jastrow
Cassandra, Jonas Christopher, Kennedy Tim & Yamin Saira, 2009: 1) and a
primordial and intractable ethnic problem between the Sinhalese majority and
the Tamil minority (Bandarage Asoka, 2009: 3; Fernando Laksiri, 1999: 78;
Manogaran Chelvadurai, 1987: 2). Further explanations with regard to the
above mentioned two claims made by different scholars: Hideaki Shinoda
(2012: 8-10) argues that the nature of war due to the prolonged conflict is
different from the understanding by the international observers as the conflict
in Sri Lanka is an ethnic conflict but for the Government, the war was
conducted by the Government against terrorists and not was about majority
Sinhalese against the Tamil minority. In turn, a prominent Sri Lankan political
scientist Jayadeva Uyangoda (2007: 2) firstly admitted that conflict in Sri
Lanka is purely ethnic and it is generating and sustaining by structural factors
such as group discrimination, limited access to public resources and cultural
marginalization those are the key components of the minority experience
thereby the ethnic conflict produced and caused for the demand for autonomy.
From the empirical claiming as an ethnic nature of conflict in Sri Lanka it is

apparent to portray the demographic pattern of ethnic groups residing in the
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Sri Lankan territory. Reconciliation is expected on the ground majorly

between the above discussed two ethnic communities in post-war Sri Lanka.

In these above all scenarios, attempts were made time to time to
mitigate the situation and resolve the conflict. However, it was not reach
success in all efforts, rather fell into restarting the civil war. The timeline of
this protracted war is drawn under four main stages as: Eelam War I (1983-
1987); Eelam War II (1989-1993); Eelam War III (1995-2002), and, Eelam
War IV (2006-2009). The conclusion of the extended armed confrontation
between these two adversaries reached at its last stage in 2006 with a full-
fledged heavy battle and at last ended in May, 2009, after militarily defeating
the LTTE. The effects of the brutal civil war is massive mainly, it has taken
the lives of over 70,000 people and displaced millions more (Lewis David,
Jastrow Cassandra, Jonas Christopher, Kennedy Tim and Yamin Saira, 2009:
2; Shastri Amita, 2009: 76). Conflict and Civil war in Sri Lanka is marked by
several causes and effects involving with various actors, for nearly three
decades, however, those causes and effects are the evidences for the sense of
insecurity of both Sinhalese and Tamil ethnic communities during and after
the civil war. This chapter gave evidences that the both major ethnic groups
are the victims of the prolonged nature of both conflict and civil war thereby
their feeling of insecurity over each other is being sharpened. Though peace
attempts made by internal and external involvements, for time to time to
mitigate and ceased these situations, all got failed and at last resulted with
huge effects, such as loss of lives, displacement, gross human rights violations,
and giant economic costs. After the military defeat over the LTTE in 2009,
country has been posed into conflict transformation and peace building
process through structural and psychological means. This transition is highly

expected nationally as well as internationally to overcome the past immense
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suffering of the ethnic groups and the injustices committed against them

thereby both communities can be reconciled and ensure their security.

To unite the Sri Lankan fabric polarized throughout the decades of
conflict and protracted civil war, there are several policies and practices are
being commenced and engineered in the operational phase aimed at
reconciling the hearts of rulers and ruled. As a fruitful operation reconciliation
requires a multi-layered approach for transforming societies emerging from
conflict nature and the practice should also be launched early in the pre-
settlement phase and form part of peace making (Dev Anand Ramiah and
Dilrukshi Fonseka, 2006: 7).Though the reconciliation practices have been
initiated during the protracted civil war in Sri Lanka, the issue of reconciliation
has featured prominently in public discourse in the post-civil war phase. With
the military defeat of the LTTE the protracted civil war came to an end under
the win-lose scenario and as a result the approach towards reconciliation
practices expected more genuine approach since the win achieved their target
however, the lose got failed. In this sense, to deal with reconciliation in post-
civil war Sri Lanka it is mainly required to focusing on many structural issues
that are left over as well as formed during and after the cessation of war
respectively. Simultaneously, those issues induce negative psychological
outcomes due to the insufficient attention paid so far. Though the civil war
concluded, the root causes of the conflict still remain and have not been
properly addressed and incorporated in the ongoing reconciliation measures.
Furthermore, the long-drawn-out civil war caused additional negative fallouts
such as physical destruction to infrastructure and an amplification of socio-
economic deprivation in the war-torn areas and the rest of the parts of country.
These structural forms of issues are leading to increase the sense of insecurity
between the major ethnic communities and thereby, the gap in trust and mutual

understanding between these two ethnic groups are being widened up. It is
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apparent that holding structural measures to deal with structural issues
throughout the reconciliation process can facilitate the psychological
impediments being produced by these issues to change positively. Thereby,
structural and psychological dimension of issues and the feeling of insecurity
created during and after the conclusion of civil war can be improved by
addressing those in the execution of ongoing reconciliation practices.
Therefore, the sincere reconciliation process has to be put forward in trying to

bridge the gap by involving with the structural issues and challenges.

To date Sri Lanka has been utilized a scope of gadgets to convey and
promote reconciliation from the top to bottom level, for example, truth
commissions, trials, reparations and official apologies fundamentally started
by the Government. In History, the Commissions of Inquiries have had a
significant role in the Sri Lankan politics; numerous inquiries are dealt with
various aspects of the conflict. All those investigations have regularly operated
in the margins thus; the political will to end impunity is often lacking (Sujith
Xavier, 2010: 499). During the past thirty-five years, eleven Commissions
have been appointed to investigate violations and injustices. Out of the eleven,
four did not submit a report either because of their mandate was not extended
or the Commissioners resigned. In case the Commission submitted a report, it
was shelved without publishing and the Government did not act upon it due to
various circumstances that for instance a shelved or inaction report may
criticized the Government in power or its agents. There were seven
Presidential Commissions named by the Government of Sri Lanka before
ending the civil war to explore the past abuses and injustices: Sansoni
Commission of 1977; Kokkaddicholai Commission of 1991, The 1991-93
Presidential Commission of Inquiry into the Involuntary Removal of Persons,
the 2001 Presidential Truth Commission on Ethnic Violence and the 2006

Presidential Commission of Inquiry. While these commissions were
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somewhat fairly extremely than the bodies that had gone before them as far as
their sense of duty regarding an adjusted and thorough investigation into past
abuses, certain features of their functioning raised concerns as to whether they
had been established as part of a political tactic to disrepute the previous

regime (Jayawardena Kishali Pinto, 2010: 61).

The achievement of reconciliation is one of the principal aims of the
government after the decisive defeat of the LTTE by the Government of Sri
Lanka. A Year after, President of the Government, Mahinda Rajapaksa
appointed the Commission on May 15, 2010 named as “the Commission of
Inquiry on Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation” (LLRC). By including the
word ‘Reconciliation’ in the title of this Commission of Inquiry, the initiative
is openly admitted that the post-civil war Sri Lanka is required harmonious
relationship among the different ethnic communities to reach positive peace.
The reason for calling as LLRC mentioned in its official web page as, “it has
become necessary to reflect on the conflict phase and the sufferings that the
country has gone through as a whole and learn from this recent history lessons
that would ensure that there will be no recurrence of any internecine conflict
in the future and assure an era of peace, harmony and prosperity for the

people.”

The establishment of the LLRC and the release of its final report and
recommendations are a point of departure to provide a golden opportunity for
the people of Sri Lanka after having large number of wounds over three
decades of cruel war. Although there are questions raised still linger related
issues on accountability about the last phase of civil war and it is ripe moment
for the people and powers to act decisively moving forward and achieving

endurable positive peace in the country. This is pertinent to find the
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significance and the fruitful role expected from the LLRC to play for

promoting reconciliation in post-civil war Sri Lanka.
Findings and Conclusion

The final Report of the LLRC is still considered as a good starting point
for promoting reconciliation in post-civil war Sri Lanka, nationally and
internationally, despite the critical debates about the Commission’s findings
and recommendations. These debates range from the identified issues and
challenges and extent to the nature and timescale of implementation on the
ground. But relatively less intensely, or for reasons that are needs of security
but that not to be done urgently; there were almost no issues that are not
contested on the ground for reconciliation which addressed in the report. The
nine chapters in this report cover different areas and issues, from the need for
structural measures and reform to the psychological aspects. In fact, the Report
within a certain limit recognizes the need to address the institutional structural
gaps however, inexplicitly attention paid on those gaps with regard to security
in tri-level: individual, community and the state that failed to lead
psychological change. chapter one placed for introduction and methodology;
in chapter two, “Ceasefire Agreement” (CFA) includes the background to the
CFA in 2002, political and security dimensions, negotiating process, resulting
impact on the provisions of the CFA, factors which had a bearing on the
implementation of the CFA, economic and social dimensions, and finally
observations of the commission; chapter three, “Overview of Security Forces
Operations”, focuses on the background, Eastern operations, Wanni
operations, and casualties from security forces and the LTTE; chapter four,
about “Humanitarian Law issues”, reviews the principles of International
Humanitarian Law (IHL), Sri Lanka experience, evaluation of the Sri Lanka

experience in the context of allegations of violations of IHL, concluding
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observations on the IHL regime in its application to internal conflicts,
casualties, and, the channel 4 video footage about war crimes; in chapter five,
“Human Rights”, human rights issues arising from the conflict discussed;
chapter six, “Land issues: Return and Resettlement”, focuses on the situation
of people who lost land due to conflict, return and resettlement, current
progress in return and resettlement, and, constrains and challenges; chapter
seven dedicated to “Restitution and Compensatory Relief”; chapter eight
addressed the issues impacting on post-conflict reconciliation; and, the last
chapter fully devoted to “Principal Observations and Recommendations” with
regard to the themes as well as issues addressed in the all above chapters in

the Report.

The LLRC report extremely limited mandate not permitted it to
prepare on taking detailed fact and observation with related to the selected key
issues and challenges in the perspective of security. This seems likely to limit
the effects of any report with regard to the primary goals of commissions and
when it put into the implementation phase the challenges are huge. This is true
in the practice of the LLRC Report on the ground since it is being challenged
on the ground in implementing due to the different nature of insecurity of
ethnic groups. In the meantime, it has been realized that making a list of
recommendations is not a great contribution since the respective issues has to
be studied through various dimensions and levels where it is influenced. This

can pave road for implementing process in a feasible manner.

The establishment of LLRC and the release of the report and
recommendations are a point of departure to provide a golden opportunity for
the people of Sri Lanka after having large number of wounds over three decade
of cruel war. During this post-civil war phase, it is the ripe moment for the

people and powers to act decisively moving forward and achieving endurable
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positive peace in the country. Although the time develops a sweet fragrance
and shows the fully ripe state for effective reconciliation meaningful progress
has not been made on it yet. There are huge amount of questions raised still
linger with the implementation of the recommendations, addressed by the
LLRC, for promoting reconciliation. This study found that the sense of
security of different ethnic communities caused in the form of structural and
psychological means is the major obstacle to implement the recommendations
proposed by the LLRC on the ground. This is because the dimension of
security of two major ethnic groups, Sinhalese and Tamils in the tri-level of
operation, state, community, and individual is contradictory among each other
which means one level of security is contrary to the other level in operation;
this is found in the study by selecting and analyzing the six key structural
issues and its impact on the ground. The observations and recommendations
related with the issues selected fell under the list of the Report of the LLRC
that political solution, militarization, resettlement and land return issues,
rehabilitation and reintegration of ex-combatants, abduction, arbitrary arrest
and disappearances and war crimes and accountability have less feasibility to
implement on the ground due to the difference sense of security of two major
ethnic communities in Sri Lanka. Though the Report of the LLRC to some
extent put its efforts on identifying the issues and grievances of the people to
promote and foster a united democratic Sri Lanka to some points it failed to
consider its security aspect and thereby, a huge gap remains to move from

paper to practice.

If we look at the key issues and challenges that are contesting to the
ongoing reconciliation process in Sri Lanka, firstly, there are no meaningful
progress made so far particularly in the political solution and devolution of
power. In the report, the LLRC made recommendations addressed a way to

reach solution for this prolonged conflict which is a pivotal component of a
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lasting peace for Sri Lanka was implementation of the 13™ Amendment to the
Constitution and the PC system. However, this has unfeasibility to implement
on the ground because of the feeling of insecurity of the Sinhalese community
that relates with giving the salient powers, land and police, to Provinces,
particularly to the Northern Province, Devolution of power on the basis of
shared sovereignty over land, law and order to Provinces viewed as insecurity
arrangement for the Sinhalese state and the community on the one hand and
as a security related essential need for the Tamil community on the other hand.
Secondly, the reality on the ground clearly shows the utter disregard related
through various forms and the levels of security of ethnic groups for the
relevance of the LLRC recommendations on demilitarization. In particular,
military installations got increased notably and high level of military
surveillance is created high level of the sense of insecurity with risky and
dangerous situation at the communal as well as individual levels of the Tamils.
The community required a meaningful demilitarization in any forms on the
ground, resulting in the return to the pre-war situation as it existed in 1983,
before the commencement of hostilities for their security however, due to the
feeling of insecurity of the Sinhalese community the Government is constantly
taking steps forward which is utterly contradictory what the Tamils® desires
and the LLRC’s recommendations and Justified it as for security related
circumstances for the nation as a whole, Finally, the process being carried out
on the ground with regard to the issue of resettlement and land return is
inadequate in several respect of security of different ethnic groups in the
selected tri-levels. Security related problems identified in the issue of
resettlement and land return in a communal as well as individual level of
Tamils as speedily resettled the people who have been displaced in the north
and the east due to the conflict in their original places by providing housing,

restoring livelihood, undisciplined behaviors of military, buried land mines,
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forced eviction, break down the economic and administrative structure of the
north and east, respecting dignity and returning the occupied private lands to
the owners or providing any form of reparation. In the meantime, the
Government is trying to defend against the critics of insecurity and proclaims

it as a security measure for the state as well as the people of the entire nation.

The study results show a strong correlation between security and
reconciliation, which has not been closely focused by the school of thoughts
of reconciliation. By referring to the outstanding structural issues prevailing
in Sri Lanka as a post-war country is a unique angle to study both security and
reconciliation, as concepts as well as practice. Secondly, the study found that
feeling of insecurity associated with structural elements will not engineer and
guarantee a genuine reconciliation. Furthermore, cognitive aspect of security
vacuum in a post-war situation should be put into deep considerations since
the essence of reconciliation mainly considered as psychological change of the
majority of society members. Therefore, this study proved that imposing
structural measures to ensure the feeling of security has an efficacy to achieve
the task of reconciliation. Final important aspect is the connection between
structural elements and the psychological repertoire in relation to
reconciliation process in a post-war phase by looking at the Sri Lankan case.
For this reason, this research showed another perspective from the existing
knowledge that why structural elements are significant and how they can play
a vital role in promoting reconciliation process, by connecting the cognitive

aspect of security.

There are probably a number of literatures on reconciliation in the
post-conflict society. However, the existing studies fail in any way to treat in
great details the intricate range of problems and arguments related to structural

issues, specially regard to the Sri Lankan context. While, on the one hand
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peace and reconciliation are advocated by various initiatives throughout the
nation building process in post-war Sri Lanka, and on the other hand immense
challenges are sustained in relation to the key controversies, only negative
peace in practice. The structural issues are still observed in a greater degree as
a legacy of the prolonged nature of the unresolved conflict. The Report of the
LLRC was established to give room to deal with the roots of the national
question and investigating issues of war crimes and human rights violations in
Sri Lanka. Despite its limited mandate on the purpose of investigation and
contribute to the ongoing reconciliation process in post-war Sri Lanka,
weaknesses and shortcomings still prevail in relation to the implementation of
the recommendations made by the LLRC. As a government formed
Commission, the report is being criticized on its view on war crimes and
human rights related violations that were not made in its recommendations
based on the evidence. Furthermore, though the Commission does admit the
seriousness of the identified structural issues, avoids identifying them in-depth
or assessing their gravity fully in the perspective of security, and on the other
hand, recommendations made, on behalf of the issues, not concentrated
adequately regarding the security situation on the ground in terms of its
implementation, in tri-level. In fact, the security dimension of the respected
issue and the impact on the level of operation not analyzed comprehensively,
though the real situation existing on the ground structurally and
psychologically challenging with those issues. Due to this nature the ongoing
implementation process of the recommendations made by the LLRC still

facing challenges on the ground.
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. %9 eoncensids @8 adme @) sPens oo BE® =&
Berdunis 0 eo15e®.
(Act only on a maxim through which you can at the same time will that

it should become a universal law.)

II. ®pnes dbow BEWDE Daens’ B ¢ ©Bews daewnss ©IBm0
20380, Sedsecsi®y B0D eDDHED® e 0BIBODD 3 I
BRen Dnecn 0w edDee WIMLGE @056 G .

(So act as to treat humanity whether in your own person or in that of
any other never as means only, but in every case an end also)

. oo a88dime s ans Be g 80. adddimed BDidms3ds
OO DE 530 e adBWHEO GEES E DO BE® €900
Edmed D1con} v et semE.

(So act that the maxim of your will could always at the same time be

valid as a principle making universal law.)
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Some Social Groups and Ranks in Mid-Medieval Period of
Sri Lanka

N. A. Wimalasena

The collapse of the dry zone hydraulic civilization is one of the major
turning points in Sri Lanka’s history that witnessed a paradigm shift resulted
in conspicuous socio-cultural and political changes. The available historical
and archaeological records reveal that the basic form and shape of the social
structure had reached substantial development during this period. The
collapse of the social and political hegemony of the old order created a
vacuum in Sri Lankan society giving rise to new social values. The former
agrarian economy based on irrigation, paddy cultivation as well as swidden
cultivation witnessed changes with the increasing importance attached to
cash crops such as coconut and cinnamon. Internal as well as foreign trade
became more important. At the same time, the newly emerged social and
political elite consisted of trading groups, craftsmen, guilds and even forest
chieftains known as Vanniyars secured substantial political and economic
power. This created an upper stratum of society hitherto unseen. Mukkuva,
Laminikula, Kannadi, Vannikula, Menavara, Ganavasi and Girivamsa,
Irugalkula and Panikkarkula and Savulu were among the social ranks in this
period. Many migrants from South India as merchant and professional kulas
arrived in the Island and settled down chiefly in the littoral. This is the reason
as to why the most of the kulas mentioned in the Janavamsa are similar to
those of South India. They may have mixed with Sri Lankans. These reasons

led to change social life of inhabitants of Sri Lanka.

Disas or slaves were donated to Gadaladeniya temple. Therefore,

there was a group called vahal in the period under survey. Vahal is not used
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in Sri Lanka like European slave or vahal system. In the earlier period there
was a term vaharala. The term vaharala mentioned in some inscriptions has
emphasized as ddsas or slaves.*® There are some interpretations to the term
vaharala which have been given by the scholars. According to Paranavitana,
it means the slavery.*! Wijayaratna says that vaharala cidavi gives meaning
as cutting woods. *> While Sugatapala de Silva is saying that it means
supplying the Vihara saldka,*® Vimalakitti and Ranawella say that removing

the Vihara saldka as the meaning.%

Many scholars such as Chandajoti, Gunasekara, Karunaratna,
Siddhartha, Benil Priyanka and Hettiaratchi give meaning as the temple
shrine.*> Malini Dias and Hettiaracchi interpret the word as freed from

compulsory service.*® Ellawala has acknowledged that the term vaharala as

“0S. Paranavitana, (ed.), Epigraphia Zeylanica, Vol. V, Department of Archaeology, Colombo, 1955,
p. 35, 65.
418, Paranavitana, (ed.), Epigraphia Zeylanica, Vol. IV, Department of Archaeology, Colombo, 1934,
pp. 134-

136; S. Paranavitana, (ed.), Epigraphia Zeylanica, Vol. V, Department of Archaeology, Colombo,
1955, pp. 35-

64.
42D. ). Wijayaratne, University of Ceylon Review, Vol. X, 1952, pp. 103-117.
43 Sugatapala de Silva, Journal of the American Oriental Society, Vol. 85, no. 2, pp. 206-207.
4 Medauyangoda Wimalakitti himi, shila lekhana Sangrahaya, Pt. 1, p. 127; Sirimal Ranawella, Sri
Lanka

Puravidya Sanhita, Vol. 111, Sri Lanka Archaeological Society, Colombo, 2008, pp. 32-35.
45 Kotaneluwe Chandajoti himi, Sinhala Sangarava, 1962, p. 24; Bandusena Gunasekare, “perani Sri
Lankave

vihararamavala vahal meheyak pevatuneda?”, Silumina Shastriya atirekhaya, Lake House, Colombo,
1989. Nov.

12, p. 18; Saddhamangala Karunaratne, “ Uttimaduwa Rock Inscription”, Epigraphia Zeylanica, Vol.
VI,

Department of Archaeology, Colombo, 1984, pp. 117-118; Morawaka Siddhartha himi, “perani Sri
Lankave

vihararamavala vahal meheyak pevatuneda?”, Silumina Shastriya atirekhaya, Lake House, Colombo
1989. Nov.

12, p. 18; Benil Priyanka, vaharala saha matera majibaka, S. Godage and Brothers, Colombo, 2012,
pp. 11-36.
46 Malini Dias, Silumina Shastriya atirekhaya, Lake House, Colombo, 1989. Dec. 3; Karunasena
Hettiaracchi,

’
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dasas or Sudras.?’ According to the Vinaya Pitaka, There are three categories
of dasas which were called Antojata (those that are in the house),
Dhanakkhita (those that are bought with money), and karamaranita (those
that are captured in the war). Manusmrti mentions seven categories of
sudras which were called Dhajahrta (those that are captured in war),
Bhaktadadsa (those who serve in return for maintenance), Grhaja (those who
are borne in the house), Krita (those who are bought), datrima (those who
are received as gifts), Paitrika (those who are inherited from the father and
Danda dasa (those who are made slaves by way of punishment).*® According
to the Samantapasadika, there were four catergories of dasas in Sri Lanka.
Those are Antojata, Dhanakkhita, Karamaranita and

Samamdadsavydpagata.®®

The first category consisted of slaves who had been born and bred in
the same family for generations. The second category is those purchased
from their parents or their masters. The third category is those stolen from a
foreign country, captives taken in war by kings, and women who, having been
expelled from their families for losing their caste, have become the property
of the king. The fourth category consists of those who for their livelihood or
for their protection, of their own accord, agree for a certain sum to become
slaves; who steal the property of others; or burn the house or granary of

others and cause damage; the person who borrows money is unable to pay

puratana shastriya lipi sangrahaya, 2005, p. 137.
47 H. Ellawala, Social History of Early Ceylon, The Department of Cultural Affairs, Colombo, 1969, p.
56.
48 F, Max Muller, (Tr.). The Law of Manu, Sacred Books of the East, Vol. XXV, Calcutta: Motilal
Banarsidas, 1975,

VI, v. 415.
49 H. Ellawala, Social History of Early Ceylon, The Department of Cultural Affairs, Colombo, 1969,
p.56.
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the principal and the interest, and thus becomes the slave of the creditor as

mentioned by Ellawala.5°

Vijaya Patiraja donated three vahal persons (vahal rd tunek) to the
Lankatilaka Monastery. The term sarak rij has been used when cattle were
donated.>* Rasav@hini mentions go rupake to cattle.>? The suffix ri has been
mentioned as svartha. Nandirdjavastuva of Saddharmalamkara reveals that
slaves earned cattle as wealth for their owner.>® It mentions that tamd
venuven upayana vahalun hé gavayan nomdti pudgalayan visin duk vinda
dhanaya ipdyiya yutu which means the people who have niether slaves nor
cattle, they should earn wealth on behalf of the owner. The Rasavahini does
not include this expression . But it indicates that they are equal and they

have to earn much wealth for their man.

According to the Kitsirimevan Kelani Vihara inscription, it is evident
that donations of slaves were not made to the temples but personally to the

monks.>* According to Buddhism, it is prohibited to accept dasa dasin,5 and

50 Jbid., p. 60.
51S. Paranavitana, S. (ed.), Epigraphia Zeylanica, Vol. IV, Oxford University Press, London, 1934, pp.
90-110; S.

Paranavitana, Lankatilaka Inscriptions, University of Ceylon Review, Vol. XVIII, Nos.1 and 2, (eds.),
A.

Kanapathipillai, N. A. Jayawickrama, K. N. Jayatilake, The Ceylon University Press, Colombo, 1960,
pp. 5-6.
52 Ranjith Vanarathna, (ed.), Rasavahini (Lamkadipuppatti Katha), Samayawardhana Book Shop,
Colombo,

2001, p. 242.
53 Kiriélle GAanawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkdéra, Colombo: M. D. Gunasena and Compan'y,
Colombo, 1954, p.

190.
3 H.C.P. Bell, and John M. Senaviratne, (ed.), The Ceylon Antiquary and Register,Vol. |, Partlll, The
Office of

the Times of Ceylon, Colombo, 1915, p. 153.
%5 Kirama Wimalajoti, Kirama (ed.), Digha Nikaya, Buddhist Cultural Center, Dehiwala,
2005, p. 8.
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therefore commentators have suggested a strategy to accept them. It is
suitable to accept dasa dasis, if they were given as aramika or
Kappiyakaraka. (ara@mikayek demi, kdpakaruvek demi. | offer a
kappiyakaraka, | offer a aramika). (Papaficasudani, 1922: 404). From a
the monasteries by kings and these dasas were known as aramika ddsas as

cited by Hettiaratchi.>®

According to the Kitsirimevan Kelani Vihara inscription, the king
donated slaves to the Vilgammula Thera and that Vilgammula thera donated
slaves to the Bodhi of Kitsirimevan Kelani Vihara. Therefore, it seems that

slaves could have been donated according to the wish of the owner.

According to the inscription, Sénalamkadhikara has donated to the
Vihara not only normal slaves but also ranvahalin.>” Ran vahalin means slaves
that were bought. Another group of slaves were mangul vahalin who were
given as dowry in marriage. It seems that there were large number of slaves
for the elite. Sénalamkadhikara had donated two hundred slaves (vahal ra).
Further there were slaves intemples. Both men and women could have been
slaves. Alavala amuna®® and Niyamgampaya inscriptions further give details

about the donations of slaves.>® Papiliyana impatraya tells us that many

%6'S. B. Hettiaratchi, Social and Cultural History of Ancient Sri Lanka, Sri Satguru
Publications, Delhi, 1988, p.

234,
57'S. Paranavitana, Lankatilaka Inscriptions, University of Ceylon Review, Vol. XV, Nos.1
and 2, (eds.), A.

Kanapathipillai, N. A. Jayawickrama, K. N. Jayatilake, The Ceylon University Press,
Colombo, 1960, pp. 14-16.
58 Ibid., pp. 38-45.

59 D. B. Jayathilake, Prabhashodaya i, No. 6, University of Kelaniya, Kelaniya, 1935 (June), pp. 188-
189.
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people were donated to the P&piliyana Vihara for the services of Vihara.
Some of them were bought from the others. panam sasiyakata gat vaduvali
arasakodu... panam sasiyakata gat radavungen agampadi sidrasénayai...

panam siyayakata gat sunu elilliy... panam tunsiyayakata gat sununilai...®

Land donations which were given to religious places were done while
the people were staying in those lands. (gasakola valpita minisa sata dtulu
siyalla)®® It could be considered that earth and man cannot be separated
from the environment. Evidence can be found about the donations of cattle
keepers to Lankatilaka Vihara.®  These were earlier mentioned as
gopallan.®®* We can see many historical facts that there were not only
donations of cattle, but also cattle farms (gava patti).®* Therefore, the role of
the herdsmen may have been the protection of cattle. Ellawala says that
cattle keepers (gopallan) were considered as Sudras.® Therefore, these
cattle keepers were also considered as Sudras. Lankatilaka inscription

mentions village called Pattiye gam.% Cattle keepers may have lived in these

80 H. W. Codrington, Vidyddaya Dharma Shdstriya Samgrahaya, Vidyodaya, Jayawardhanapura,
1926, pp. 374-

377.
61S. Paranavitana, Lankatilaka Inscriptions, University of Ceylon Review, Vol. XVIII, Nos.1 and 2,
(eds.), A.

Kanapathipillai, N. A. Jayawickrama, K. N. Jayatilake, The Ceylon University Press, Colombo, 1960,
pp. 14-16.
62 bid, pp. 38-45.
83 Ranjith Vanarathna, (ed.), Rasavahini (Lamkadipuppatti Kathd), Samayawardhana Book Shop,
Colombo,

2001, p. 259; Kiridlle Gianawimala, (ed.), Saddharmélamkara, M. D. Gunasena and Compan y,
Colombo, 1954,

ps Z:15;
% D. B. Jayathilake, Prabhashodaya Il, No. 6, University of Kelaniya, Kelaniya, 1935 (June), pp. 188-
189;

Paranavitana, op.cit, 1960, pp. 4-14.
& H. Ellawala, Social History of Early Ceylon, The Department of Cultural Affairs, Colombo, 1969, p.
57.
56 Paranavitana, op.cit, 1960, pp. 14-16.
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categories of villages. Saddharmalamkara also describes gopalu villages of
contemporary society. Nikdya Samgrahaya says that Mehenavara
Virabahu Apa donated slaves and cattle to the Brahmanas.®® Dasa, dasis
mentioned in Nikdya Samgrahaya may have been slaves.
Saddharmaratnakara mentions also about dasa and dasis.®® Hettiaratchi
says that slavery existed in Sri Lanka but the corresponding term dasa, had a
totally different connotation from the slaves in Europe.’® Dasas in Sri Lanka
were usually domestic servants with limited freedom. It was the same also

our period.

The passages in our sources suggest that there were dasas attached
to the temple and well to do families. But there is no evidence to conclude
that they were having identical status on position in social groups and

ranking.

In addition to the social groups that have been discussed above,
candalas also lived in this country. Sorata has given the similar terms sadol,
sindal, sdndal, sdndul and sindol for the term candala.”? It is seen that they
were considered to be the lowest in social stratification in India as well as in
Sri Lanka.’? Alavala Amuna inscription describes that the persons who
destroy the donations of Lankatilaka Vihara will be born as a crow or a dog

which is lower than the Panca candalas (Panca Candalayantat antava

67 Kiridlle Gfianawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkara, M. D. Gunasena and Compan y, Colombo, 1954,
p. 446.

68 |. Gunaratna, (ed.), Nikaya Samgrahaya, Ratna Books Publishers, Colombo, 1987, p. 23.

69 Kalapaluvave Sugunasara, (ed.), Saddharmaratnékara, Ratnakara Press, Colombo, 1912, pp. 315-
316.

70 Hettiaratchi, op.cit., 1988, p. 259.

71 W. Sorata, (ed.) (1963). Sri Sumangala Dictionary, Anula Press, Colombo, 1963, p. 1035.

72 Ellawala, op.cit., 1969, p. 66.

259




Baeots anemIcE CBI0 B8 eogencs 2020

kavudata ballata putvana).’® This is a common curse that appear in many

epigraphs.

Earlier candalas were assigned the duty of removing garbage and
dead bodies.” There were specific villages as well as cemeteries for candalas
during the period of King Pandukabhaya.” The lowest status of candalas in
India may somewhat loosed in Sri Lanka. Prince Saliya who was the son of
King Dutthagamani Abhaya married Asdkamali who was a woman of candala
kula. 7® King Buddhadasa treated a candala woman her womb ailment.
(malha gabbhini).”” However, it cannot be thought that candalas were not
always treated softly. Ellawala says that sometimes the king had the power

to degrade any person to the position of a candala as a punishment in earlier.

Mahavamsa records that when king llanaga having
found that the Lambakannas were not present on
the occasion of his ceremonial bath at Tissa vapi,
he ordered them to work at the remaking of a road
leading to the mahathipa, and set Candalas to
supervise them. Such treatment would reduce
them to Candala status. They were presumably
allowed after sometime to regain their old status
by purification ceremonies. According to the

Sammohavinodani king Bhatiya is said to have

73 Paranavitana, op.cit., 1960, p. 45.
74 Wilhelm Geiger (ed.), Mahavamsa, P.T.S., London, 1953, X, 91-92.
75 Ibid., X, 93-94
78 Ibid., XXXIIl, 1-3; Ranjith Vanarathna,(ed.), Rasavahini (Lamkadipuppatti Katha),
Samayawardhana Book
Shop, Colombo, 2001, pp. 218-226.
77 Wilhelm Geiger (ed.), Mahavamsa, P.T.S., London, 1953, XXXVII, 140-141.
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degraded certain people who had eaten beef to

the position of scavengers in his palace premises.’®
Candalas were most contempt from the eating beef. According to the
word Panca candala of Alavala Amuna inscription as above mentioned,
candalas were of five catgories. But these five categories cannot be detailed
out. However Basham says that the name candala was used for several
Pancama groups.”® According to this view, the five parts of Véna, Nésada,
Rathakara, Pukkusa and Candala were considered Pancama in India may have
known as Panca Candalas. However, it is well known fact that candalas had
the lowest status in the society according to the above mentioned

inscriptions.

In addition to inscriptions, literary sources of Gampola period reveal
about candalas. But it has to be noted that these facts are not mentioned
directly but they emerge as incidents in a full story. However, those are
supported to study contemporary social facts. Vessamitta Vastuva of
Saddharmaéalamkara mentions that enemy king put into the fire Vessamitta
and king was very fear like a candala saw a ksatriya Kanya.® This story is not
mentioned in Rasavahini. Buddhavamma Vanija Vastuva also a similar
statement. The statement arijalim paggaiha of Rasavahini 8 mentions in the
Saddharméalamkaraya as like a candala who had his hands on the head having

seen a Ksatriya kanyava (dohot mudunehi tabagena ksatriya kanyavaka dutu

78 Ellawala, op.cit., 1969, p. 67.

79 A. L. Basham, The Wonder that was India, Sigwick and Jackson, London, 1959, p. 145.

80 Kirislle Gfianawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkara, M. D. Gunasena and Compan y, Colombo, 1954,
p. 111.

81 Ranjith Vanarathna,(ed.), Rasavahini (Lamkadipuppatti Kathd), Samayawardhana Book
Shop, Colombo, 2001, p. 23.
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Candalayaku sé.).®2 These statements were not only literary sayings. They
show that candalas did not know how to face prabhus or elite in the

contemporary period.

Although candalas had a very low place in the society, sometimes
statements such as Brahmana candalayan®3 and candala brahmanayan® can
be seen in some sources. Saddharmalamkara describes a candala brahmana
who is playing a Vina. (Vina gayand karana candala brahmanayek). 8
Although it can be thought that candala brdhmana meant persons of high
dignity among candalayas, it cannot be conclusively proved. However, they
were treated with contempt by uttama janaya or great persons. 8 But
sometimes unique features of them can be seen in the sources.
Saddharmalamkara mentions that even though a person is born in candila
kula, if he is a very wealthy person, all people including uttama, madyama
and adhama will associate with him. Further, all people will listen to him and

it is the nature of the Dhamma in the world.8”

Very important facts emerge from the above part of the story.

Candalas had a certain power to live with their parivara and wealth. They

82 Kirille Ghianawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkara, M. D. Gunasena and Company, Colombo, 1954,
p. 129.
8 Ranjith Vanarathna,(ed.), Rasavdhini (Lamkadipuppatti Katha), Samayawardhana Book Shop,
Colombo, 2001,

p. 91; Kiridlle GRanawimala, (ed.), Saddharmélamkdra, M. D. Gunasena and Compan y, Colombo,
1954, p. 332.
84 Ranjith Vanarathna,(ed.), Rasavahini (Lamkadipuppatti Kathd), Samayawardhana Book Shop,
Colombo, 2001,

p. 75; Kiridlle Gfianawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkara, M. D. Gunasena and Compan'y, Colombo,
1954, p. 377.

8 Kirialle GAidnawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkéra, M. D. Gunasena and Company, Colombo, 1954,
p. 377.

8 Ibid., p. 376.

8 Ibid., p. 141.
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were associated by high caste persons without any concern about their low
birth as candalas. Therefore, this ahows that wealth was more important
than the caste or kula. But this could have happened very rarely. The norm

was the poverty of candalas and contempt from kulinas.®®

Rasavahini and Saddharmalamkara reveal much information about
the candalas. The candala Bahula’s village was the Helloli.®® Asokamala who
was the wife of Prince Saliya was the daughter of chief of Helldligama.®® The
woman candali who was treated by king Buddhadasa of the village was
Helloli.®* Therefore, Helloligama may have been specially allocated to the
candalas. If it was not, villages in which candalas lived may have been called
Helldligamas. Candalas had a freedom to engage in any religious activities as
they liked. Hence, caste system was not very strict as in India.
Saddharmalamkéara mentions the bahula candala as ndvami.>> Therefore, it
can be concluded that candalas have done activities of ndvami.

Saddharmalamkara describes that candalas were very low caste people.®®

8 Ranjith Vanarathna,(ed.), Rasavahini (Lamkadipuppatti Katha), Samayawardhana Book Shop,
Colombo, 2001,

p. 294; Kirislle GRanawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkara, M. D. Gunasena and Compan y, Colombo,
1954, pp.

753-754.
89 Ranjith Vanarathna,(ed.), Rasavahini (Lamkadipuppatti Kathd), Samayawardhana Book Shop,
Colombo, 2001,

p. 111; Kiriglle Gfianawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkara, M. D. Gunasena and Company, Colombo,
1954, p.

661.
% Don Andiris de Silva Batuvantudawa, (ed.), Mahavamsa Tika, P.T.S., London, 1895, p. 606;
Ranjith

Vanarathna,(ed.), Rasavahini (Lamkadipuppatti Kathd), Samayawardhana Book Shop, Colombo,
2001, p.222.
91 Wilhelm Geiger (ed.), Mahavamsa, P.T.S., London, 1953, XXXVII, 140-141.
92 kirislle GRanawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkéra, M. D. Gunasena and Company, Colombo, 1954,
p. 661.
93 Ibid., p. 671.
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It is also necessary to discuss the term paficapessiyavaggas in our
sources. Hettiaratchi has emphasized the above term. Even though it is not
relevant to the our period, The Cdlavamsa states that Ména, the son of
Kassapa VII (1054-1055 AC), built the Uttaromiila pirivena and granted the
paficapessiyavaggas to it.** This term occurs in the chronicles in two later
instances. First, Kittisirimegha seeking reconciliation with the young prince
Parakramabahu, sent the paficapessiyavaggas to him. 9 Second,
Parakramabahu I, (1236-1270 AC) assigned the paficapessiyavaggas and
dasapessiyavaggas who served at the palace to work for the Sangha.% [n the
Abhayagiri Inscription, attributable to the ninth century AC, there is a

reference to paficakaulicas who worked in the Abhayagiri monastery.%’

Paficapessiyavaggas and paficakaulicas may refer to a similar kind of
people.®® The ordinary meaning of the pessiya is servant.® Geiger translates
the term paficapessiyavagga as five groups of servitors.100 Paficapessiyas and
paficakaulicas are probably equivalent to paficakammalar in Tamil, and
paficakammakdras  described in  the Abhid@nappadipiké  and
Mahdripasiddhi. The last two texts agree in saying that the five kammakadras

consisted of carpenters (taccha), weavers (tantavaya), washermen (rajaka),

9 Wilhelm Geiger, (ed.), (1953). Cajavamsa, Vol. I, The Ceylon Government Information Department,
Colombo,

LV, 27.
%5 Ipid., LXVII, 58.
%6 Ibid., LXXXIV, 5
°7D. M. de Z. Wickramasinghe, Epigraphia Zeylanica, Vol. 1. Oxford University Press, London, 1912,
p.5.
%8 Hettiaratchi, op.cit., 1988: 232
98 T.W. Rhys- Davids, and W. Stede, Pali- English Dictionary, P.T. S., London, 1921-1925, pessiya
190 Wilhelm Geiger, (ed.), (1953). Calavamsa, Vol. Il, The Ceylon Government Information
Department, Colombo,

p. 194; Wilhelm Geiger, Culture of Ceylon in Medieval Times, Otto Harrasswitz, Wiesbaden, 1960, p.
31:
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barbers (nahapita), and lether worker (cammakara).*®? As listed in the Tamil
Lexicon, paficakammalar consisted of goldsmiths (tattan), coppersmiths
(kannan), stone workers (cirpdn), carpenters (taccan) and blacksmiths

(kollan). (Madras Tamil Lexicon, 1926-1932: paficakammalar).

It can be mentioned as another group is Veddas. Although stories of
Saddharméalamkara are based on Rasavahini, they are not worthy of
contemporary detail. Kakavanntissa Vastuva of Rasavahini mentions about
the Milakkha Janapade.? Milakkha Janapade was interpreted in the
Saddharmalamkdra as the area in which Veddas were living.1® Milakkha can
be construed as mléccha. These Vaddas earned their livelihood by farming
and hunting. They used some animals for meat. They had many tools for

killing animals as well as fish such as kemana, bili and karaka.***

Veddas lived also in their own villages from early times;'% those are
not new to the period under survey.'% These villages were in remote areas.
The term paccanta janapada of Rasavahini'® has been mentioned as Veddan

vasana pratyanta janapadaya in the Saddharmalamkara.®® The Sabara

101 phammaratana himi, Maharapasiddhi, Colombo, 1926, p. 418.
102 Ranjith Vanarathna,(ed.), Rasavahini (Lamkadipuppatti Katha), Samayawardhana Book Shop,
Colombo, 2001,

p. 157.
103 Kirislle GRianawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkara, M. D. Gunasena and Company, Colombo, 1954,
p. 456.
104 jpjd., p. 648.
105 Ranjith Vanarathna,(ed.), Rasavahini (Lamkadipuppatti Kathd), Samayawardhana Book Shop,
Colombo, 2001,

p. 160.
106 Kjrialle Gianawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkara, M. D. Gunasena and Company, Colombo, 1954,
p. 462.
107 Ranjith Vanarathna,(ed.), Rasavahini (Lamkadipuppatti Katha), Samayawardhana Book Shop,
Colombo, 2001,

p. 284.
108 Kjrislle GRanawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkara, M. D. Gunasena and Company, Colombo, 1954,
p.684.
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sundarin of Saddharmaratnakara®® and milindun who stayed in Bolgoda

mentioned in Maydra Sandésa mean Vedda women, 110

In addition to that there was a group called Baburu and they were
drunken people. It is believed that they were foreigners. Several sources
describe the baburan who had danced with drinking. Rasavdhini does ndt
mention about these baburan. But Saddharmalamkara does, 111 Therefore, it
can be concluded that baburan mixed with society in the period under
survey. Because they were mentioned in the story of Alavaka damana of
Butsarana in the Polonnaruwa period, they had lived in the end of
Polonnaruwa period.*'2 Parevi Sandésa mentions that the group Baburu’s
nature was very ferocious. In addition to that, although the description of
Ibn Battuta tells that there was a large group of Abysinion,13 it cannot be

known what kind of connection they maintained with the Sri Lankan society.

109 Kalapaluvave Sugunasara, (ed.), Saddharmaratnékara, Ratnakara Press, Colombo, 1912, p. 104.
10K, Jayatilake, (ed.), Maydra Sandésa, Pradipa Publishers, Colombo, 1993, V.73
1 Kiriglle GRanawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkara, M. D. Gunasena and Company, Colombo, 1954,
p. 241,317,
415
112 Sorata, W.(ed.), Butsarana, Mahabodhi Yantralaya, Colombo, 1931, p. 61.
13 H. W. Codrington, The Gampola Period of Ceylon History, Sri Lanka Journal of the Royal Asiatic
Society, (Ceylon Branch), Vol. XXXII, The Sunday Times of Ceylon Company Ltd, Colombo, 1933, p.
262.
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In addition to Ethnic group, there was another group called kevulo'**
who had also separate villages'®® énd they lived from fishery.1%® Itis revealed
that because they did killing of animals and fish, they were treated with
contempt according to Hatthavanaglla Vihara Vamsa. ' When king
Srisangabo met a poor man in the jungle, the poor man gave him some food,
but the king rejected the food. Thus the poor man said that he was not a law

caste and he was not a Vedda or kevula who is killing animals and fish.

As has been cited by C. R. de Silva, as misleading would be the
uncritical acceptance of the identity of a particular caste with a given
occupation as is done in the Janavamsa.!'® Therefore, for example, by the
early sixteenth century a number of members of the Salagama community
had already been diverted to cinnamon peeling while other sections of this
caste served as palanquin bearers, messengers and potters. In some sectors
of the western seaboard the Saldgama community’s function of weaving

appears to have been taken over by another immigrant group, the paravas.

114 Kirislle GRanawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkéra, M. D. Gunasena and Company, Colombo, 1954,
p.465.
115 Ranjith Vanarathna,(ed.), Rasavahini (Lamkadipuppatti Kathd), Samayawardhana Book Shop,
Colombo, 2001,
p. 211, 285; Kirialle Gianawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkara, M. D. Gunasena and Company,
Colombo, 1954,
p.548, 642.
116 Kirislle GAanawimala, (ed.), Saddharmalamkéra, M. D. Gunasena and Company, Colombo, 1954,
p.179.
117 C. E. Godakumbura, (ed.), Hatthavanagalla Vihdra Vamsa, P.T.S., London, 1956, p. 23;Munidasa
Kumaranatunga, (ed.), Elu Attanagalu Vamsa Vivarana, Books Publishing Press, Colombo, 1933,
p. 35.
118 C, R. de Silva, Expulsion of the Portuguese from Sri Lanka, History of Sri Lanka,Vol. Il, (ed.) K. M. de
Silva,
The University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya, 1995, p. 48.
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and Kavyasékharaya mention that King
m Lamdni kula, Sélalihini .Sandés’a adds the
128 According to Hamsa Sandésa, Keragala
-~ 1fom Lamdni kula.’® His great grand father

___—oudasun Mahaléna.

e

Vrtaratnakara Paficikd which was written by Sri Ramachandra
Kavibharati says that King Parakramab3hy Vi was a descendent from the
generation of King Dharmsaoka.™° But he does not directly say that the king
comes from Lambakarna dynasty. He may have said that, following the
common idea that Lamaini kula descended from prince Sumitta who was a3
brother of Vidisadévi, the queen of King Asoka. As has been pointed out by

H. Ellawala, Sumitta had come from Vaisya family.

It is also interesting to note that according to the
literary evidence of the fifteenth century A. D.
the rulers of the Lambakanna dynasty from
Vasabha to Mahasena, who ruled the country
from the first half of the first century A. D.
onwards, originated from the stock of Sumitta,

who was one of the eight princes that

128 Alav Isi Sabihela, Parevi Sandésa Pahadanaya, M.D. Gunasena and Company Ltd, Colombo,
1967, v. 49;

Hikkaduve Sri Sumangala, (ed.), Kavyasékhara, Ratnakara Press, Colombo, 1946, v. 20; G. S. B.
Senanayake,

(ed.), Sdlalinini Sandésa, Pradeepa Publishers, Colombo, 1972, v. 96.
129W. Sorata, (ed.), Hamsa Sandésa, Ratnakara Printing, Maradana, 1953, vv. 186-187.
%0 Sorata, W. (ed.), Vrtaratndkara Paficika, S. Godage and Brothers, Colombo, 1999, v. 20.
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accompanied the Bodhi tree. The Sinahalese
prose work Saddharmaratnakara and the two
poems Parakumba Sirita and Kavyasekharaya, all
attributed to the 15% century, contain these
references. According to these works the
Lambakannas were derived from a branch of the
Mayura clan to which Asoka belonged. Thus
Sumitta also belonged to the same caste as
Asoka. This shows clearly that these later writers
attempted to give a nobler and more ancient
origin to this dynasty by including Sumitta in the
clan of Asoka, completely ignoring or not
knowing the fact that Sumitta came from a
Vaisya family.13!

But the Lambakanna problem is not yet solved. The Mahasvamsa says
that the Lambakannas appear for the first time in Sri Lankan history during
the reign of llanaga (33-43 AC)**? It is very significant that the Mahavamsa
does not refer to the kings of the Lambakanna dynasty as Ksatriyas, perhaps
owing to the fact that the auther knew that they were of Vaisya origin. The
Dipavamsa refers to only one king of this dynasty, Sanghabodhi as a
Ksatriya.133 The Attanagalu Vamsa also calls the same king a Ksatriya, which
at the same time referring to all the three princes Sanghatissa, Sanghabodhi

and Gothabhaya as belonging to Lamanipaksaya.'3* Citing Paranavitana,

131 Ellawala, op.cit., 1969, p. 32).

132 Wilhelm Geiger, (ed.), Mahavamsa, P.T.S., London, 1953, XXXV, v. 19.

133 Herman Oldenberg, (ed.), Dipavamsa, Asian Educational Services, New Delhi, 1982, XXIl, v. 53.
134 Munidasa Kumaranatunga, (ed.), Elu Attanagalu Vamsa Vivarana, Books Publishing Press,
Colombo, 1933, 6,
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Ellawala says that the Sinhalese forms of Lamdni have been used as the
equivalent of Pali Lekhaka scribe. According to the Mahabodhivamsa and the
Pajavali, Sumitta was given the post of chief scribe or the record keeper of
the Bodhi tree. It is evident from the references that at the time
Lambakannas first appear in history they held the position of scribe in the

administration.13>

Baddegama Wimalavamsa thera thinks that Lambakannas have a Sri
Lankan origin. These Sri Lankans are deities.’®® There is substantial evidence
to support that. One inscription of Situlpavva mentions a statement as
yakadataha vahaba. This means yakkhadatta’s Vahaba. Wimalavamsa thero
mentions that vahaba means the Vasabha who originated the Lambakanna
dynasty. Eventhough there is no other evidence to prove this matter, this
hypothesis may be corrected. The lord of Yakkhas is Kuvera. Inscriptions and
remains are available about Kuvera.'3” Recently, a Bodhisatta statue of
Kuvera or Jambala has been found. (Hettiaratchi, 1993: 8). In a nutshell,

Wimalavamsa thera’s idea is that Lambakannas descended from yakkhas.

Hettiaratchi also supports the opinion of Baddegama Wimalavamsa
thera. 38 Lambakannas were the pioneers of the irrigational technology
which mark of hydro civilization in Sri Lanka. King Vasabha who was the first
Lambakanna king devoted the idea of gamavapi concept to upgrade the

mahavapi system. He added new innovations to the irrigational engineering.

19.
135 Ellawala, op.cit., 1969, p. 34.
136 Baddegama Wimalawamsa, Hela Hadiydva, Samayawardhana Book Shop, Colombo, 1996, pp.
53-64.
137 Ibid., pp.52-64.
138 S.B. Hettiaratchi, Lankave samaja ha sanskrtika ithihasaya, (In Sinhala), Tarangi Printers,
Maharagama, 2008,

pp. 295-296.
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One is diverting water through channels. King Mahasena who was a famous
Lambakanna king further developed this irrigation system through the large
reservoirs. The descendants of King Manavamma had contributed further
to develop this irrigation system. Irrigation system and irrigation pattern of
Sri Lanka are not borrowed from India. It has a local origin. It can be thought
that this local thinking was developed by local rulers of the country and not
by the Sri Lankan kings of Indian origin. Therefore, it is a piece of evidence to
prove that Lambakannas derived from a local origin. It seems that some
writers attempted to show Lambakannas were from Asoka generation,
because they liked to show that Sri Lankan rulers had a connection of kinship
with the Buddha and King Asoka. Because King Parakramabahu VI had no
special inherited right to the throne, this as an honorable right may have

emerged.
Ménavara, Ganavasi and Girivamsa

Prince Bodhigupta who posted Lakmahaldna, married the disrobed
Nun Sunanda of Maurya clan who was at Hatthalhaka nunnery under the Nun
Sanghamitta. Their generation was known as Mehenavara kula. Prince
Sumitta who posted the Jayamalana, married Sumana who was from Maurya
clan. Descendants from them had been named Lamani and Ganavisi. Some

kings including King Parakramabahu VI derived from them.13°

Nikaya Samgrahaya says that Nis$anka Alakésvara who was the
minister of King Vikramabahu Il and who built Kotte belonged to the

Amaragirivamsa.!® Wimalakitti Thera describes that Vira Alakésvara was the

139 Sri Charles de Silva, (ed.), Pdrakumba Sirita, M. D. Gunasena and Company, Colombo, 1954, wv.
10-11; Sri  Hikkaduve Sumangala, (ed.), Kavyasékhara, Ratnakara Press, Colombo, 1946, vv. 11-20.
140, Gunaratna, (ed.), Nikdya Samgrahaya, Ratna Books Publishers, Colombo, 1987, p. 33.
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aurasa putra of Nissanka Alakésvara.'*! Therefore, he also belongs to the
girivamsa. According to the Sagama inscription, Alakéévara was Ga navasi kula
from the matrileanial side and Ménavara kula from the patriarchal side.242 |t
seems that some Alakésvaras were of the Girivamsa and some were of the
meénavaravamsa. Considering these facts, R. Tennkon says that the name
Alagakkonara was used not only by Alagakkonara in the Girivamsa, but by
other members as well. It is mentioned in the Hamsa Sandésa as follows; Ohu
vetd un utum- Alagakkéndra sada bédu Attandyaka mdti sandunne.
Therefore, the statement of Maydra Sandésa is similar to that in the Hamsa
Sandésa. '*3 Because these families had inter marriage connections, as
mentioned above, they may have belonged to the families such as Ganavdsi

and Menavara.
Irugalkula and Panikkarkula

Irugalkula derived from a Dravidian origin. King Edirimana Sariya of
Sat Korale who was a relative of Vidiya Bandara belonged to that family.
Kokila Sandésa mentions that the author of the Kékila Sandééa was the
Parivenadhipati of Kulatilaka Pirivena, the younger brother of Girivamsa
thero of Irugalkula.** Although some writers say that Prince Sapumal is a
descendant from Panikkarkula, it is not mentioned in the ancient records. But

some reports of Sitavaka era mention that Sinhalese are supposed to have

141 Kalapaluvave Sugunasara (ed.), Saddharmaratnékara, Ratnakara Press, Colombo, 1912, p. 316;
R. Tennakon,

Ape Pdrani Asun Kavi, M. D. Gunasena and Company Ltd, Colombo, 1960, p. 22.
1425, Paranavitana, (ed.) Epigraphia Zeylanica, Vol. IV, Oxford University Press, London, 1934, pp.
296-311.
143 R. Tennakon, Ape Pérani Asun Kavi, M. D. Gunasena and Company Ltd, Colombo, 1960, p. 25.
14 M. B. Ariyapala (ed.), Kavsilumina, S. Godage and Brothers, Colombo, 1994, v. 292.
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said that prince Sapumal belonged to the panikki generation. Panikkara is a

Tamil word similar to the meaning of Khattiya.
Kannadi

Gird Sandésa and Pdrakumba Sirita record that King Parakramabahu
VI defeated the Kannadi (Kannadi) army.'# Presently, Karnata is known as
the central province of Dakshinapatha including Maysor State. Vijayanagar is
the Capital city of that state. King Devaraya |l of Vijayanagara Empire sent an
army under the Lakkanna Dandanayaka to Sri Lanka. He defeated the
Kanakasuriya Aryacakravarti who was the ruler in Jaffna during the period
and he became a local ruler (Samanta) of Karnata king. After that, the king of
Vijayanagara came to Sri Lanka to win the South with the help of Jaffna king.
The 515t poem of Pdrakumba Sirita describes the war between Kannadi or
Vijayanagara invaders and the army of King Parakramabahu VI. King
Parakramabahu defeated the army of Vijayanagara according to that poem.
This war took place 1438 AC. Nayara Sannasa says that King Devaraya I
mentioned above collected the revenues from Sri Lankan kings. Nunis, a
Portuguese writer also talks about the collection of revenues. But some says
that this king is not Parakramabahu VI, but Kanakasuriya, the Jaffna ruler.®

(De Silva, 1954: vv. 151-152).

145 Munidasa Kumaratunga, (ed.), Gird Sandésa Vivaranaya, K. A. Ariyadasa, Colombo, 1951, v. 141;
Sri

Charles de Silva, (ed.), Pdrakumba Sirita, M. D. Gunasena and Company, Colombo, 1954, wv. 51,
151:

146 Srj Charles de Silva, (ed.), Pdrakumba Sirita, M. D. Gunasena and Company, Colombo, 1954, v. 28.
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Vannikula

The Pédrakumba Sirita describes King Parakramabahu VI defeated the
kula vannin. (De Silva, 1954: v. 28, 46). During this period, West, East and
North were covered by the forest. Therefore, independent groups had
emerged in many places of vanni or forest areas. And they were called
vannin. They may have organized under eighteen chiefs. They were called
vannikula. They did not consent the authority of King Parakramabahu Vi,
because emerging of a king for the whole Island forced a threat to their
existence.Therefore, Pdrakumba Sirita mentions that King Parakramab3hu VI

defeated vanni chief including velanda and govikula as mentioned below:

Velanda govi kula vanni nirindun nodika kala nosirit vara
Gira Sandésa also expresses that these eighteen vannin were won by King

Parakramabahu V|.147
Savulu

Pdrakumba  Sirita and Alakésvara Yuddhaya describe King
Parakramabahu VI belonged to the Savulu generation.!4® Hettiaratchi says
that Savulu is a village located in proximity to Dambadeniya. Sri Charles de
Silva has attempted to identify this village.1%° He has emphasized further that
the village is the present Hauluwa close to Dambadeniya and this name is
interpreted as the Sebala (Soldiers) village mentioned in Rdjaratndkara.

According to Rajaratnakara, Prince Hirugot came with Mahabodhi and his

147 Munidasa Kumaratunga, (ed.), Gird Sandésa Vivaranaya, K. A. Ariyadasa, Colombo, 1951, V.
137.

148 A. V. Suraweera, A. V. (ed.), Alakésvara Yuddhaya, Ratna Books Publishers, Colombo, 1965, p:i2d.
145 Sri Charles de Silva, (ed.), Pdrakumba Sirita, M. D. Gunasena and Company, Colombo, 1954, v.89.
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queen Mayuravati’s daughter had lived in this village. This is based on

folklore.
The Mukkuvas

Some minor Sinhalese writings have shown a group of people called
the Mukkara.'®® The arrival of Mukkuvas is said to have taken place at the
time of king Bhatiya, when a band of Mukkaras led by one Nala Mudaliya
arrived in the Island and established them on the Western coast. According
to the story given in the Vanni Upata and Vanni Rajavaliya,*>! the leader of
the Kaka Mukkaras, as they are therein called, arrived in Galgamuva where
he cut the reservoir bund and diverted its water into the encampment he had
established, and settled down there along with other Tamils that he had
brought along, in the area bounded by the hither banks of Kala Oya and Ma
Oya. The account goes on to mention how they were given land on the
western coast by the king. Another wave is said to have arrived in the reign
of king Bhuvanekabahu 1 (1272-1284). They came from different regions after
having suffered defeat at the hands of regional rulers (evidently in South
India.). They are stated to have arrived in Sinhala Dvipa, together with their
children and grandchildren in boat-loads, with all their wealth and
accompanied by many people who had served under them.'>2 They were of
Arya descent and were worshippers of Ayiyana Pattini. They brought along

their retainers as well as their forms of worship. Their leaders were

150 D_ D. Ranasinghe, (ed.), Dambadeni Asna, Sisira Press, Colombo, 1928; Obeysekere, Gananath
(ed.), Vanni

Upata, Vanni Vittiya and Vanni Kadayim Pota, S. Godage and Brothers, Colombo, 2005, pp. 22-30;
Gananath

Obeysekere, (ed.), Vanni Rajavali, S. Godageand Brothers, Colombo, 2005, pp. 62-66.
151 Ipid.
152 |pjd.
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Kalukumara Bandara, llangasinghe Bandara, Divakara Bandara, Rajakaruna
Bandara, Vanaviraja Bandara and llangasinghe Divakara Bandara. These
names would today belong to Sinhalese families. Certain interesting details
emerge from accounts. These settlers were of South Indian origin. They
belonged to the fighting forces and their leaders were evidently skill warriors.
Such waves of immigrants appear to have arrived in the island in order to
seek asylum there, having suffered defeat and possibly persecution from

their conquerors at home.

Some had presumably been appointed leaders by Magha and his
associates. Once arrived in the island they were settled in principalities with
their recognized leaders in control. Some of them owed allegiance to the
Tamil king of Jaffna, and others, as in the case of those mentioned here, to
the Sinhalese king, while there doubtless were still others who owed
allegiance to neither. They appear also to have invited settlers from South
India and strengthened their settlements in the local population. The process
of settlement was a continuing one and might have gone on well into the 14t
century, by which time they were settled in the west of the island as well.
Kulasuriya has shown that the Mukkaras have been identified with the

Mukkuvas of the Tamil writings, and their Kerala origin is suggested.

“In the Mattakalappu manmiyam, the Mukkuvas
figure predominantly among the mercenaries who
were given chieftaincies in Batticaloa by Magha.
They are an influential and strong group among the
Tamils of Batticalo in the present day. Members of

the the groups are also found in Jaffna, Vavuniya,
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Mullaitivu, Mannar and Puttalam district. An analysis
of their social organization and legal institutions has
shown that there exists an affinity between the
Mukkuvas and the Keralas of South India. The
Mukkuva Law, which forms a separate code in the
traditional law of the Tamils of Lanka, is largely based
on the Marumakattayam law of the Kerelas. Their
Kerala origin is further confirmed by the fact that the
only area in South India where the Mukkuva caste is
found now is the Malayalam speaking western
littoral. The name Mukkuva too is of Malayalam

origin.”*%3

Conclusion

We come across some social groups which were not recorded in the
previous source material at our hand. For example, most of the social groups
out of twenty-six that have been recorded in the Janavamsa attributable to
the Kandyan period were really in existence during the period under survey.
This was due the fact that South Indian migrants exerted their influence in
great deal on Sri Lankan caste system. Unlike the early settlers who reached
the Island in periods of incipient caste organization in North India, the South
Indians came during the eras of the institution’s culmination in the
subcontinent. Not only did tribal or caste groups settle in Sri Lanka, the rulers

of the Sinhalese at times imported people from appropriate families in South

153 Ananda Kulasuriya, Regional Independence and Elite change in the Politics of fourteenth Century
Sri Lanka,

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1976, pp.140.
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India. With them came Hindu influences, and the caste concepts of South
India reinforced and perhaps crystallized those principles of social
organization given such scant mention in the early Sinhalese sources.
However the members of these groups appear to have lived in harmony in a

peaceful social set up.
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Quantity of Solid Waste Generation in Sri Lanka -2017

Ankumbure Gedara Amarasinghe
Abstract

Solid waste has become a multi-facets issue in Sri Lanka from recent
past. Problems caused by solid waste can be categorized into several groups
such as Environmental, health, social, political and cultural. These problems
are not limit to local and national level. Many argued that the weaknesses of
the management system of solid waste are the main reason to create problems

relevant to solid waste.

Literature survey and field survey is the main method applied to
measure the per capita volume of solid waste generation in this study.
Weighting machine and set of population data were used to quantify the total
volume, classify the waste and estimate the total waste generation in the

Island.

This study found that the per-capita solid waste generation varies
according to the type of Local authority and area out of local authorities
(Pradeshiabas in Sinhala language). Accordingly, per capita solid waste
generation per day in Colombo MC is 0.85, Other -MCs is 0.75, Other UCs is
0.60 and Pradeshiabas is 0.40 kg/person/day.

According to the current study, estimate volume of total solid waste
generation in Sri Lanka in 2017 is 9650 kg/day. Contribution of ddegradable

waste for the total is 75%. Rest is Non-degradable waste.

Key words: Solid Waste, Per capita waste Generation, Degradable and Non
degradable waste.
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1.0 Introduction

Determining the quantity of solid waste generation has become a pre
requisite to plan for an efficient waste management program. Quantification
the generation volume of solid waste and it composition would help to make
plans for many activities linked with the waste management systems. For
instance, knowing the generating volume of and composition of waste may
pave the way to decide on-site storage facilities, arranging transportation,
identifying method of collection and disposal sites, planning for recycling or
resource recovery potentials and determining the work force and other
requirements. The main objective of writing this paer is to quantify the total

volume of waste gererated in Sri Lanka per day.

Collecting solid mixed waste from generating points and dumping then
into a selected yard in the open environment is the main mechanism practices
as the main waste management system in Sri Lanka. Separating waste into
degradable and non- degradable is practice here and there. Producing compost
and other product  from separated waste is still not in satisfactory level.
Therefore, Available solid waste management system is also not considered
as a proper and accepted system by environmentalist and many other fractions
of the society in this country. Unavailability of the real picture of the volume
of waste generated in Sri Lanka has identify as one of the key driving factor
to create many problem related to solid waste in Sri Lanka. The broad
objective of this paper is to identify the total volume of waste generated per

day in this country.
1.1 Quantity of Solid Waste Generation in Sri Lanka from 2000 -2014

Waste generation in Sri Lanka had been estimated using modem field

survey methods. Example for such studies are Zon, Levien van and
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Siriwardena, (2000), the Aisin Institutes of Technology (AIT) in (2004) ,
Wijerathna , D.M.C.B. et all,( 2012), International Water Management
Institute (IWMI), 2014, Wijetunga,S,(2006). As the study method, socio-
economic background and the study area are different from study to study the

estimated volume of waste of these studies is also vary from study to study

(Table 1).
1.2 Waste Classification Experience in Sri Lanka

Numerous waste classifications systems can be found in literature.
Most popular classification used in Sri Lanka are International Water
Management Institute (IWMI), 2014, Wijerathna, D.M.C.B. et all, 2012, Zon
& Siriwardena, 2000:11, JICA,2016. These calcification systems were used in
several occasions. However, according to the objectives of this study, solid

waste classify only into two categories in this study as

1. Degradable waste and
2. Non-degradable waste.

Table 1
Estimated Waste Generation in Sri Lanka by Different Studies
Since 2000 - 2014

Ref. Source* Geographical Per day Total
& page No. Area- LA Per-capita-kg Tons/ D
Colombo MC 0.85
1 (IWMIL, 2014:5) Other -MCs 0.75
Other- UCs 0.60
2 (AIT,2004:11) Prad- Shabas 0.40
Sri Lanka 6,400
All- LA 2,683
3 (Viswanathan, 2006) Sri Lanka 0.25-0.5
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Zon & Siriwardena,  Ja- Ela 100-300g
4 2000:11) (Only
Degradable)
Average Gampola
5 (Wijerathna et all, ucC (.39
2012:5) H-income 0.44
M- income 0.31
L.income 0.27
Average per 0.34
person

2.0 Material and Methods used

Published research articles and reports of quantifying solid waste
generation particularly in Sri Lanka were main materials employed to
determine the volume of waste generation. These materials were helped to
identify a system for waste classification and issues associated with solid

waste management in Sri Lanka.

Measuring weight using weighting machine is the main method applied to
quantify the generated solid waste in this study. Findings of previous studies

on the same subject were used to determine the per capita waste generation.

When go through the literature on waste quantification studies, different
methods have been used to quantify the generation volume of waste.
Differences among these methods can be identified from measuring units and

approaches that used to quantify.

Three dimensions are used to quantify the generation of solid waste.
They are weight, source and time duration. Weight may be in different units
such as grams (g), Kilograms (kg), and tons. Waste generation source named
as person, house, UC, MC, Local Government Body (Pradeshiya Shabaha in

Sinhala) or any other administrative unit. Concerned time can be categorized
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as daily, weekly, monthly and annually (Table 2). Studies that quantify the

volume of waste have used different measuring units.

However, the current study used mainly three measuring units as

follows

1. Grames/person/day
2. Kg/house hold/day
3. Tons/LA/day.

Table 02
Dimensions and Measuring units used to quantify Waste
Source of Time
Weight generation duration Measuring Unit
1 Grams (g) Person day g/person/day
2 Kilograms (kg) house day or week kg/house/week
3 Tons MC/UC..... day tons/day

2.1 Methods used to quantify solid waste in this study

1. Measure the weight of mixed waste generated in each and every
housing unit

2. Measure the weight of separated waste generated in each and every
housing unit.

3. Count the number of tractor load of mixed waste collected by each
LA by each day and calculate as kg/day.

4. Count the number of tractor load of separated waste collected by
each LA by each day and calculate into kg/day. This method gives
rough figure.

5. Measure the separated waste collected by each LA by each day using
weighting machine as kg/day or tons/day.
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3.0 Results and discussion: Quantity of Solid Waste Generation in Sri
Lanka -2017

When considering the estimated volume by the previous studies and

the data gathered by the current study following steps were taken to estimate

the solid waste generation in Sri Lanka.

1. Estimation of solid waste generation in each and every Local
Authorities (LAs) using the estimated figures by IWMI, 2014 and
AIT in 2004 assuming waste generation characteristics are not
change according to the socio-economic changes of the country.

2. Assuming the per capita solid waste generation in the rest of the
country (except the LAs) is 0.345(0.40) kg/person/day.

3. Conducting house hold survey by measuring per capita weekly
accumulated solid waste in households, business places and
government officers in selected LAs in this study.

4. Calculate the volume of waste generation by multiplying Per-
capita (kg/per Day) by total population in each local authorities as
in table no 03.

Table 3
Scheme used to estimate the total solid waste generation and Estimated
Volume of Waste Generation in Sri Lanka - 2017

Per- Total Total volume of
Area capita- Population Solid Waste
kg/Day 2017 Generation
Tons /Day
(a)* (b) (a x b)/000
Colombo MC 0.85 582,868 495
Other —-MCs 0.75 1838995 1379
Other- UCs 0.60 1,435,131 861
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Prad- Shabas 0.40 17,284,247 6915

All Sri Lanka 21141241 9650
(* The per- capita generation volume was determined using previous

Studies and the field study data of the current study).

According to the current study, estimate volume of total solid waste
generation in Sri Lanka in 2017 is 9650 kg/day. This is 3250 tones more than
the estimated figure in 2014.

3.1 Type of Waste Generated in Sri Lanka and their Quantity
Numerous waste classifications systems can be found in literature.
Most popular classification in Sri Lanka used by International Water
Management Institute (IWMI), 2014, Wijerathna , D.M.C.B. et all, 2012, Zon
& Siriwardena, 2000:11, Japan International Cooperation Agency(JICA),2016
are employed in this study to classify solid waste (Table 4.). However, as
mentioned in the 1.2 above, solid waste group only into two types as follows,
1. Degradable waste and
2. Non-degradable waste.
With the help of primary data collected by the current study and the analysis
\ of the available data in the literature, this study estimated that the composition

of solid waste in Sri Lanka for 2017 as follows(Table 04),

( 4.0 Conclusion

In 2017, total volume of waste generation in all 23 Municipal Councils
is 1874 tons/d. Colombo Municipal Council is the largest solid waste generator
among others. The contribution of Colombo MC is 26% or 495tons/D. Per-
capita waste generation in other MCs is 42tons/day. Per capita solid waste
generation in Pradeshia Sabahas is 26 tons/day. Estimated quantity of waste
generation in all LAS in district levels are included into the attached table No

1- annexure 01.
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Table 4
Solid Waste Classification and Composition of waste in Sri Lanka
Study Classification Composition%
1 Bio degradable (Short term)-organic 87
International Water Bio degradable (Long term)-organic 6
Management Institute Paper 6
(TWMI), 2014 Polythene and Plastics 6
Wooden 2
Glass 2
Metal 3
Other 18
i‘ Kitchen wastes 61.5
Gardén wastes 8.92
Paper & cardboard 3.02
2 Wijerathna, DM.C.B.et Plastics, 342
all, 2012 Textiles 0.71
Rubber & leather 0.25
Metal 0.58
Glass 0.97
ceramics 0.04
Hazardous wastes 0.23
E- wastes 1.26
Plastics 15-30
Zon & Siriwardena, Paper 30-40
3 2000:11 Organic fraction 0-30
Rest-fraction 10-30
81.6
Organic waste such as kitchen
4  Japan International waste and green waste
Cooperation paper, textile, plastic, metal, and 12.9
Agency(JICA),2016, glass bottle
Other 5:5
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Composition of solid waste in Sri Lanka
(2017 — Tons/Day)

Type of Waste Tons/Day
1  Degradable waste (75%) 5213
2 Non-degradable waste (25%) 1737
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Annexure 01
Table 01

Volume of Waste Generation of Local Authorities in

Volume of Solid
District Waste Generation Tones/Day
Kg/day

1 | Colombo 1,597,248 1600
2 | Gampaha 1,064,042 1064

3 | Kalutara 530,356 683
4 | Kandy 633,327 634
5 | Matale 223,121 530
6 | NuwaraEliya 308,244 483
7 | Galle 482,801 480
8 | Matara 369,737 376
9 | Hambantota 259,380 370
10 | Jaffna 279,549 364
11 | Mannar 46,428 352
12 | Vavuniya 78,720 322
13 | Mullaitivu 38,312 321
14 | Kilinochchi 47,148 308
15 | Batticaloa 260,853 280
16 | Ampara 321,928 261
17 | Trincomalee 175,324 560
J 18 | Kurunegala 682,416 223
{ 19 | Puttalam 321,123 187
20 | Anuradhapura 375,836 175
21 | Polonnaruwa 168,673 169

22 | Badulla 363,918 79

23 | Moneragala 187,353 47

24 | Ratnapura 480,086 46

25 | Kegalle 352,192 38
Total 9,648,115 9650

District in Sri Lanka -2017

290




Piyadasa Athukorala Felicitation Volume | 2020

New Directions of Sri Lankan Population in the Context of

Global A Dempgraphic Trends
R.N. Gamachchige

Abstract

World population growth is a factor which bears different impacts on
every person. It can be identified that the population growth is the main
characteristic hidden in all the concepts such as Utility of Resources,
Abundance, Convenience of Living, Social Complexity and Economic
Establishment. That is the reason for development and the trends in the
population to have a correlation between them. Scientists have come up with
many analyzed facts built upon the indirect connection towards the global
trends by now. It is a timely need to study how the population trends affect the
future world and take necessary steps for that. The future of Sri Lanka remains
as a main aspect in the context of tendency towards the ageing of population.
It will affect every economic, social and political state equally. It can be
concluded that there will be a huge impact on economy due to the deficiency
in the work force and on politics, too, due to the ethnic imbalance. To have an
analytical eye on these processes with a theoretical basis will work out for the

welfare of the society.
Introduction

‘Population’ is described as a global context because its basic structure
has been formed with a composition of all materialistic and non-materialistic
factors. It is because of this reason why Clarke (1972) states that all the themes
studied by sociologists are based on population, composition of population

and population structure. Themes which are largely discussed with regard to
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population; such as food crisis, poverty, unemployment, urbanization and
environmental pollution, explain the extensive range of this topic and its
experimental value. This article aims to analyze the trends of the population
growth and special geographical factors related to them using the theoretical

background of population under a thematic approach.

There are several turning points in the world population growth when
concerning the historical background of the world population growth. It can
be observed that the Neolithic Revohition, Industrial Revolution, Urbanization
and the short time growth in sanitation were strongly active turning points in
this process. It is assumed that the population grew up to about one million
with the start of crop cultivation about 10,000 years ago. It has been identified
with the archaeological evidence that the world population was not less than
50 billion by 5000 B.C. It has also been identified that the world population
had grown up to 300 billion by the start of the A.D., and that it had influenced
the strong growth of food production as well (Waugh 1999). Waugh (1999)
states that the spread of epidemic diseases had influenced the control over the
world population. Bubonic plague which was spread in the period of 1348-
1650 had caused the death of 1/3 of the European population. Later, the world
population growth and the spread became rapid due todifferent kinds of
medicines invented for an epidemic disease and the spread and growth of
sanitation. This rapid population growth caused in different social, economic,
political and cultural trends as well as in terms of spatial distribution. The
scientists, Niccolo Macchiavilli, Giovanni Botero and Mirbor were the pioneer
people who scientifically studied about the trends of the world population
growth rate. According to the concept presented by Macchiavilli, excessive
population is decreased by diseases and there was a decompositive
relationship between the population growth and resource abundance. Raising

facts on this concept, Thomas Malthus , through the article ‘An essay on the
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principle of population’ written in 1798, stated that there is a possibility for a
food crisis to be created due to the fact that the process of the time range of
the population being doubled and the growth of food production. In order to
avoid this trend, later, a hard effort was put forward to increase the production
globally and also a special process was launched to decrease the birth
ratio.Several special changes in population growth occurred with these
processes while an imbalance in terms of social and economic variations due

to processes such as urbanization and industrialization was being created.

It can be identified that the factor called development had functioned
as a main factor of population growth in this process. Frank W. Notesteinn
introduced the theory of Demographic Transition in order to explain the effect
of economic changes on population growth, describing the population
distribution of developed and developing countries., and structural features.
Their notion was that every country in the world represented some stage of
this structure. Accordingly, when representing those stages, scientists have
identified the trends born in respective zones.Franks’s model of demographic

transition is depicted in Figure 1.

Figurel: The Classic Stages of Demographic Transition.
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Under these theoretical approaches, it was mainly concluded that there was a
correlation between the way how the population circle functions in the world
and development. It was identified that development caused to decrease the
birth ratio and death ratio while it was also recognized that an essential
democratic transition was emerging in order to raise the man-contribution.
That i1s why Frank W. Notestein built a theoretical structure called
‘Democratic Transition of the Third World.” However, under the current and
spatial evolution of social-economic methodologies, a large number of special
trends in the global demographic circles have been identified. Meddows
(1972) and the crew, through their book called ‘The Limits to Growth’ have
presented that the social-economic concepts, globalization, urbanization,
environmental establishment, social complexity and economic stability have

started functioning as the governing factors of population.
Trends in the World Population and Its Influence

In 1992, it is evident that the population was increased by 140 people
in every minute. It should be identified that the current evolution of the
population growth which has gained such a global trend, is a universal topic
affected to each country. Although the world population has continuously
increased from the beginning up to now, it has not happened similarly in every
country. This unequal rapidity can be analyzed in terms of ‘More
Economically Developed Countries ( MEDCs)’ and ‘Less Economically
Developed Countries (LEDCs).” Such dissimilarities in the world population
growth can be explained through census. Accordingly, a population of 751
million lived in MEDCs in 1950 and it increased up to 1186 million by 2000,
but the population of 1735 million that lived in LEDCs in 1950, increased up
to 4972 million by 2000. (United States Census Bureau,USCB 2012)
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The figure 2 shows that there is a dissimilarity in the number of population
pertaining to the aforesaid developed and developing regions.

Figure2: Spatial Distribution of World population by Developed Regions.
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By 2012, 96% out of the whole world population has lived in LEDCs.
Similarly, there are some dissimilarities of population in continent levels. The
spatial distribution of world population by continental level is depictedin

Table 1.

Table 1: World Population according to Continents

Continent Population
Asia 4,436,224,000
Africa 1,216,130,000
Europe 738,849,000
North America 579,024,000
South America 422,535,000
Oceania (Including Australia) 39,901,000
Antarctica 1,106

Source: USCB, 2018

295




Bweies apemISE c®d 88 wemmw 2020

According to Table 1, , 4088 million out of the whole world population lives
in the Asian continent while a very few number, i.e. 34 million lives in
Oceania. What can be explained through this is that the LED Countries have
a great contribution towards determining the world population and out of that
also, the continent of Asia bears more contribution: i.e. 60% out of the world

population lives in the Asian continent.

Countries of the world have been categorized as ‘Most populated’ and
‘Least Populated’ based on the number of population spread over the space.
Accordingly, most populated countries in 2012 and 2050 can be shown as in

Table 2. .

Table 2: Categorization of the Countries in the World based on the Number
of Population, 2012and 2050

Rank | Country Population Rank | Country Population
(Millions) (Millions)
2102 2102

2 China 1350 1 India 1691

2 India 1260 2 China 1311

3 USA 314 3 USA 423

4 Indonesia 241 4 Nigeria 402

5 Brazil 194 5 Pakistan 314

6 Pakistan 180 6 Indonesia 309

7 Nigeria 170 7 Bangladesh 226

8 Bangladesh 153 8 Brazil 213

9 Russia 142 9 Congo 194

10 Japan 128 10 Ethiopia 166

Source :Population Reference Bureau, World Population Data Sheet, 2018

According to the Table 2, it can be seen that a large number of the
whole world population, i.e. 1350 million, has lived in China while Japan had

been in the 10" place. However, this situation will be changed in 2050 and
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India has taken the first plaice with a population of 1691 million. It has also
been estimated that the Republic of Congo and Ethiopia will come forward to

be among the most populated 10 countries.

As in the past years, world population will increase further, too, in
future. Not only the number of the future population, but also the factors such
as its rapidgrowth and the pattern of geographical distribution will impact the
economic, social, environmental, cultural and political life of the people in the

world.

It is important to pay attention on the world population growth and
population trends. When discussing about the world population trends, the
trend of aged population being increased compared to child population (0-15
years old).. Therefore, instead of the pyramid with a narrow top which can be
seen today, there will be a pyramid with a wide top in future. Low level of
fertility, mortality and increase of life expectancy are the main determinants
of population aging which create problems of population aging too. .
According to global population data, it can be observed that the Total Fertility
Rate (TFR) has increased rapidly from 1950 to 2005 and has started decreasing
in an average level from 2005 to 2050. It has been estimated that the TFR e
which was 5.0 in 1950, has decreased up to 2.7 by 2000 and that it might be
even lower than 2.1 by 2050. According to these data, it can be seen that the
number of children under 15 years old will be gradually decreasing globally.
The decrease of TFR differs spatially according to geographical space. For
example, in More Economically Developed Countries (MEDCs), the TFR was
2.8 in 1950 has rapidly decreased up to 1.5 by 2000 and it has decreased from
6.2 to 2.9 in Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs). Further
information regarding this can be seen in the Figure 3 (World Population

Report, 2012) —better include 2017 data
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Figure 3: Total Fertility Rate by World and Developed Regions
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As depicted in Figure 3, the TFR of the world population rapidly

decreases and it also shows a decrease inmortality. Because of the very reason,

the life expectancy in birth increases and thus causes to increase the aged

population gradually. This decrease in mortality has been rapidly decreasing

in MEDCs and slow in LEDCs.. Figure 4 shows how the life expectancy of

the population at birth has been gradually increasing globally.

Figure 4: Life Expectancy of the Population at Birth by World and

Developed Regions
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According to Figure 4,life expectancy at birth which was 46.5 in 1950,
has increased up to 66 years by 2000 and might increase up to 70 years by
2050. This increase in the global life expectancy at birth changes spatially. i.e.
the life expectancy at birth in MEDCs is at a higher level as about 65 years
and it has rapidly increased. By 2000, the life expectancy at birth has become
72 years which is over the global level. By 2050, it can further increase up to
75 years. This explains that the aged population growth in MEDCs is at a
higher level. On the other hand, the life expectancy at birth in LEDCs is at a
lower level than the global level: i.e. in 1950, it is 41 years and 63 years in
2000. It has been estimated that this will increase up to 70 years by 2050. Like
this, the life expectancy in birth increases globally and by developed regions.
As a result of that, the number of aged population added to the global
population also increases. But the population in LEDCs is excessive by now
and although the life expectancy is at a lower level than the global level, the
population added to the aged population is large. When discussing about the
life expectancy atbirth, there is a difference in terms of gender (male/ female)
as well. That means there is a gap (Gender gap) between males and females
with regard to lifetexpectancy: that the life expectancy of women at birth
compared to men is at a higher level. For example, in 1950, this gap was 2.7
and it has increased up to 4.2 by 2000, while it has been estimated that this
will increase more by 2050. This gap in MEDCs is at a higher level than the
global level. According to the data of the global population, the highest life
expectancy is 85 years and it is from Japan. It is expected that this will increase
more than 92 years by 2050. If this state continues, it has been estimated that
the life expectancy of 59% of the female population at birth will be 80 years
by 2025 globally. This shows that females have to face a lot of problems

related to the ageing of population, when compared to males.
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Because of the situations like above occurring with regard to global
population, it is important to test quantitatively the trend of the increase in
global aged population. From 1950 to 2000, the number of the aged population
has increased in a treble, while it has been calculated that the number will
increase in rapidity more than even a treble by 2050. According to the data of
the population reports (2012), the number of the population over 60 years old
was 205 million in 1950. In this period, a population over 10 million lived
only in 03 countries and those countries are China (45 million), India (20
million) and the United States of America (20 million). This number has
increased up to 606 million by 2000 and the countries with an aged population
over 10 million have increased up to 12. Amongst them, the number of
countries with an aged population of 20 million is 5: China (129 million), India
(77 million), the United States of America (46 million), Japan (30 million) and
Russia (27 million). By 2050, this number of countries will increase up to 33
and it has been estimated that there will be 5 countries with an aged population
over 50 million: China (437 million), India (324 million), United States of
America (107 million), Indonesia (70 million) and Brazil (58 million).

Like this, a trend in the increase of the global aged population can be
identified and it can be clearly seen by comparing the Total Population Growth
Rate and the Total Aged population Growth Rate. According to global
population data, the Total Aged population Growth Rate shows a higher value
compared to the Total Population Growth Rate. As manifested through global
population data, both these rates are equal as in about 1.8 by 1950. Although
this situation remains till 1975, the Total Population Growth Rate in the 25
years period from 1975 to 2000 has decreased up to 1.9. It has been estimated
that the Total Population Growth Rate will decrease up to 0.8 when the Aged
population Growth Rate increases up to 2.8 from 2000 to 2025. However,
although it is expected that the Aged population Growth Rate will decrease up
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to 1.6 after 2025, that state is higher than the Total Population Growth Rate
by that time(Figure5)

Figure 5: Average Annual Growth Rate of Total Population and Aged
Population by World and Developed Regions

Figure 9. Average annual growth rate of
total population and population aged 60 or
over: world, 1950-2050
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Source: World Population Report, 2012
Trends in the Population Growth of Sri Lanka

When concerning the trends in the population growth of Sri Lanka,
they consist of several special characteristics. Factors such as urbanization,
changes in the governing system and social evolution have caused a
remarkable growth in the population and some remarkable changes in the
demographic transition. When comparing with South Asian countries as well
as many other regionalized countries, several remarkable trends in the
population of Sri Lanka can be identified. Amongst them, the main is the trend

in the increase of the aged population.

This process can be identified as a trend which can cause a severe

future crisis because of the deficiencyof the workforce due to the reason of Sri
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Lanka rapidly reaching the last stage of the population circle. It was identified
that the population over 60 years old in Sri Lanka is 9.2% by 2000. It is
believed that it will increase up to 30% when passing 2030. This situation is

remarkable when comparing with the main regions in the world asseen in

Figure 6.

Figure 6: Global Regions and the Percentage of the Ageing of Sri Lankan
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According to Figure 6, it is clear that the ageing of the Sri Lankan
population is going to be a threat in future. Due to this process, the old age
dependency rate has also been increasing. There is also a tendency in the
decrease of economical productivity in future because of the rapid population

growth which does not have any contribution towards the workforce directly.

The dependency rate of population in Sri Lanka is highlighted in Figure 7.
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Figure 7: The Dependency Rate in Sri Lanka, 2001-2101
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As depicted in Figure 7, the old age dependency rate of 16% in 2011
will surpass 50% by 2050 and it can cause a huge difference in the change of
the population pyramid of Sri Lanka as seen in Figure 8.

Figure 8:Population Pyramid of Sri Lanka (2007-2075)
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Another basic characteristic which can be identified as a special trend
in the population distribution in Sri Lanka is the growth in the ethnical
imbalance. According to population reports, the huge difference in the
population growth rate has occurred in the recent three decades. While the
population growth rate of the Sinhala community has come into an average
level, a remarkable rapidity in the population growth rate of the Muslim
community is highlighted. The Figure 9 shows the population growth rate in
Sri Lanka by different ethnic groups.

Figure 9: Population Growth Rate according to Ethnicity (1987-2012)
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According to Figure 9, the growth rate of Muslim population is 78.6%
and it explains that there is a tendency in the increase of ethnic crises based on
future changes in the majority and minority due to the rapidity of the ethnic
imbalance. It can also be seen that there is a tendency towards a population
composition without Burghers in Sri Lanka due to the negative growth of the

Burgher community.
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Silva (2007) has assumed that the tendency towards the population
growth in Sri Lanka will decrease in future. Accordingly, due to the aforesaid
ageing features, a tendency in the degradation of the population growth rate
can be observed. There is a direct connection of the decrease in fertilityand
before that degradation, the 10.7 million population according to the
population report of 2001will increase up to about 21-23 million before 2020-
2030. (De Silva, 2007). The Figure 9 highlights the temporal changes in
population of Sri Lanka.

Figure 9: Population of Sri Lanka 2001-2100
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The future of Sri Lanka remains as a main aspect in the context of
tendency towards the ageing of population. It will affect every economic,
social and political state equally. It can be concluded that there will be a huge
impact on economy due to the deficiency in the workforce and on politics, too,
due to the ethnic imbalance. To have an analytical eye on these processes with

a theoretical basis will work out for the welfare of the society.
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Power Politics and Politicization of Buddhist Priests in Pre-

and Post-Independence in Sri Lanka

K.B.G. Shantha Kumara Gamlath

Abstract

The main objective of this paper is to explore how politics was
crucially influenced by the change of the spiritual behavior of the Maha Sanga
(Bhikku) towards secular political practices in the pre- and post-independence
society in Sri Lanka. The trend of the politics in Sri Lankan society is
becoming more complicity due to Buddhism which is the main religion of the
majority of people of the Sri Lankan society that have been crucially impacting
on practice of politics. Buddhism, it is very strongly identifying as a spiritual
and philosophical religion which has appeared for the people to emancipation
from the bad secular social practices and beliefs. Further, since Buddha’s
Parinibbana (attain to the spiritual world) Buddha’s original teaching has been
maintained and sustained by the Maha Sanga (Bhikku) which are Buddha's
Dharma school. Therefore, the Sanga community, they have strong ethical and
spiritual objectives than secularized desires regarding social practices which
base on Buddha’s original teaching. Sri Lanka is one of the countries which
have been practicing Theravada Buddhism as a spiritual religion by their
Sanga Community. Therefore, Maha Sanga has strong spiritual objectives than
secularizing their day to day social practices. There is nothing some evidence
about Buddha’s teaching on Maha Sanga regarding political involvement on
statehood or politics, yet there’re rapid trends and evidence have been shown
in contemporary politics in pre- and post-independence Sri Lanka that is
political involvement of the Sanga community regarding regimes change of
the politics so far, Why? There are many scholars have done many types of

research on Buddhism and politics in Sri Lanka but the difference between of
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those researches works and this research is, this research will try to find out
the basic socio, economic and cultural factors which caused to motivated
Sanga community regarding interfering practical politics in pre and Post-
Independence politics. Discourse analysis which is one of the post-structural
methods of scientific inquiry in social science research will be applied as a
major research method in this research. Therefore, previous discourses and
arguments which have been created by scholars will be critically re-interpreted
and re-produced in this research. Further, the final output of this research can
be shown that during the period of pre- and post-independence that state
sponsorship and behavior of the rulers have been the impact on Maha Sanga
and their behavior regarding the motivation of the practical politics in Sri
Lanka. Emphasized facts and ideas of this research will be empowered and
opened the new room to researchers who intend to do similar research in the

same research area,

Keywords: Buddha’s teaching Maha Sanga, Secular practices, Spiritual

Religion, Social Movements, Power Politics,
Introduction

Sri Lanka is one of the South Asian countries which have been
following Theravada Buddhism for a long period. As a spiritual religion,
Buddhism has clearly expressed its practical originality which bases on
Buddha’s teaching and his philosophy. Many arguments have been generated
regarding the practice of Buddhism among the Buddhist monk in the
contemporary Sri Lankan social context. Buddhist priests are followers of
Buddha’s spiritual teaching that they are appearing for the emancipation of
people from the sinful secularized practices. Therefore, they have specific
objectives to do for society through their religious services. But, nowadays,

many Buddhist monks have been engaged in practical power politics by under
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the mind of the Buddha's original Buddhist principles. Therefore, it has been
the most controversial discourse concerning secular practices of Maha Sanga
and their power politics. Many types of research have been done by many local
and international scholars regarding Buddhism and politics in various aspects.
In this paper, mainly trying to critically examine, how Buddhism was changed
from as a spiritual to secular religion by overcoming Buddha’s original
teaching among the Buddhist monks. Also, in this paper, I'll examine, why
these changes have happened in Buddhism towards secular practices and what
factors caused to impact on these kinds of trends in the original Buddhist
practices among the priest in Sri Lanka. There’re several changers were
happened in different political regimes in history. Also, many customs and
rituals were affected by Buddhism and its practices among the Maha Sanga.
Especially, under the king domain period was brought major changers on
Buddhism. Since it has been established and practiced towards non-spiritual
practices. One of the main facts was political sponsorship or state sponsorship
for Buddhism had become a responsibility with regard to establishing and
sustaining of Buddhism under the king domain period which occurred more
secular practices on Buddhism and their followers. Such influences crucially
impact on Buddhist monks and their behavioral pattern. These trends have
been changed of the customs and rituals of the Buddhist monks. These events
and trends have been critically examined in this paper. Especially, Pre- and
post-independence regimes have brought radical political involvement in
Buddhism due to the anti-colonial movement and their radical political
slogans. Those political and social movements were interpreted and
emphasized the role of the Maha Sanga in terms of freedom movements. These
social movements and their social ideology had been changed the mindsets of
the Buddhist priest as well as the general public. By the so-called social

movement has emphasized the active role of Maha Sanga regarding social,
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economic, and political freedom. Therefore, they were claimed for the active
political and social interventions of the ongoing political and social struggle.
Later, it has been generalized as a political and social ideology in Post-
independence society in Sri Lanka. These trends were strongly impacting the
spiritual perspective of Theravada Buddhism in Sri Lanka. On the other hand,
Buddhist educations and their scholar's work have done a great influence on
Buddhist priests’ community and their ideology regarding political and social
involvement. Through creating ideological justifications regarding the social
intervention of the Maha Sanga that they have been avoiding original
principles of Buddha’s teaching on political practices. Exploration of Buddhist
education was one of the significant factors which impact on the Buddhist
priests on their religious practices. Nowadays, popular politics and its culture
have created an unavoidable and favorable environment for a strong
relationship between Maha Sanga and politicians. Power centered electoral
campaigns and popular democracy have called Maha Sanga for the active
political stages. Further, they have been working as a supportive factor for
politicians and their electoral campaigns in grass root as well as urban and

suburbs. These trends also have been examined in his paper.

Literature Review:

Some many scholarly writings and investigations have been done by
various scholars regarding the mix of religion and politics. The seminal social
thinkers of the nineteenth century - Auguste Comte, Herbert Spencer, Emile
Durkheim, Max Weber, Karl Marx, and Sigmund Freud — all believed that the

religion world gradually fades in importance and ceases to be significant with
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the advent of industrial society (Pipa Norris & Ronald Inglehart 2004). 15
According to Pipa & Ronald about Christianity that the division of church and
state, and the rise of secular -rational bureaucratic states and representative
governments displaced the rule of spiritual leaders’ ecclesial institutions and
hereditary rulers calming authority from God. Paul R, Brass says, the
language and religion have been among the major symbols of group identity
in South Asia during the past century. They have competed with each other
for the loyalties of the hundreds of millions of peoples of the Indian sub-
continent and Sri Lanka (Brass, 1974).!%° Jeffery Harness says, Priority to
the eighteenth century and the subsequent formation and the development of
the modern (secular) state system, religion was a key ideology that often-
stimulated political conflict between societal groups (Jeffrey & Haynes,
2009). 16

Even at the time, these calls were sounded, several important scholarly
works on religion and global politics had been written, by some political
scientists, others not by political scientists but still broadly social scientific in
their method. An overlooked goldmine of insight on religion and comparative
politics is the work of political scientist Donald Eugene Smith (e.g., 1974) in
the 1960s and 1970s. Still worth reading, too, is Bozeman's (1960) Politics and
Culture in International History. In the 1980s and 1990s, several social
scientists came to recognize religion's role in nationalism, both historic and

contemporary (Colley 1992, Hastings 1997, Juergensmeyer 1993, Little 1991,

>4 Pipa Norris & Ronald Inglehart. (2004). Religion &n Politics World Wide, New York,
Cambridge University Press.

155 Brass Paul R. (1974). Language, Religion, and Politics in North India, New York,
Cambridge University Press.

136 Jeffrey Hyenas. (2005). Religion and Politics, London & New York, Routledge, Taylor
Francis Group.
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Marx 2003, Smith 2003)."%7 Once the resurgence of Islam had become evident
in the late 1980s and 1990s, scholars studied its political impact (Arjom and
1995, Esposito & Voll 1996, Lawrence 1998, Piscatori 1986, Roy 1994).
Writing in a sociological vein, Marty & Appleby (1991; 1993a, b; 1994; 1995)
produced major comparative work on global fundamentalism in the early
1990s. Sociologist Jose Casanova's (1994) Public Religions in the Modem
World, a landmark attack on secularization theory, could easily count as
comparative political science. It was a political scientist, Samuel P.
Huntington (1993, 1996), who sparked a worldwide debate over religion and
politics through his thesis that global conflict after the Cold War would take
the form of a “clash” of religiously defined “civilizations.” Other political

scientists, too, were writing important works involving religion. Kalyvas
(1996) and Warner (2000).158

Social Background, Political Traditions, and Sanga Politics in King
Domain Regime in Sri Lanka.

The Buddha makes a very sharp distinction between the Sanga and the
world outside. He says that Sanga will be headed by the Buddha and the lay
world headed by the Chakrawarthi and those two are not supposed to have a
relationship which each other (Uma Chakrawarthi: 2007).1% But, the reality
of Buddhism in Sri Lanka is completely different from comparing with the
original teaching of Lord Buddha. According to the original teaching of Lord
Buddha that Bhikku (Buddhist Monks) could not claim any kind of a secular

necessity because priests should always appear for free from secular social

7 Anna Grzymala-Busse., Contentious Politics and Political Violence,
Govemance/Political Change, Political Institutions, Political Values, Beliefs, and Ideologies,
Online Publication Date: Mar 2019

%8 Christian Democracy in Italy: An alternative path to religious party moderation, First
Published November 15, 2012

1% Uma, Chakrawarthi. (2008). The Social Dimension of Early Buddhism,
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responsibility but should be empowered society on spirituality. It is very clear
that Ven. Halmillawala Shaddhatissa pointed out, having renounced
everything worldly the Bhikku claim no property, does not regret his past, and
does not worry about the future; he lives essentially for the present, free from
responsibilities and the trammels of the world. He clings to no abode and in
all vicissitudes maintains a balanced mind (Hammalawa Shaddhatissa:
1991).1% But, the practical behavior of the Buddhist monk was more secular
than spiritual in their day to day social implications. It was laid down core
stone during the period of King Domain in Ancient Sri Lanka. The ancient
political tradition was highly influenced by Buddhism and its followers.
Therefore, Buddhism becomes a more pro politicized factor under the King
domain administration. Buddhism is recognized as a state-sponsored religion
that has belonged to a King sponsored religion. The initial period that Bhikkhu
and Buddhist traditions and ideology were strongly believing that Buddhism
came to Sri Lanka from India as a consequence of the sponsored by the state
relations between India and Sri Lanka. On the other hand, it was a diplomatic

deal between two parties under the state patronage.

During the King Asoka regime in India that Theravada Buddhism was
introduced to Sri Lanka under the Kingship of Devanampiyathissa in the
Anuradhapura regime. Traditions were started from that point. Therefore,
Culturally, Bhikku and lay parties also strongly accepted and believed that
state involvement is one of the necessary conditions to sustain and maintain
of Buddhism. Eminent Bhikku, Ven. Walpole Rahula has pointed out in his
writing that is, Devanampiyathissa who had already heard of Buddhism from

his friend Asoka received the Buddhism missionaries with the greatest

160 Hammalawa Shaddhatissa. (1991). Facets of Buddhism, The World Foundation,
Kingsbury Road, London,
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kindness and regard (Walpole Rahula: 1958).'6! Therefore, later, the
establishment of Buddhism in Sri Lanka was giving another encouragement
to the Sri Lankan Bhikku to think about the enhancement of Buddhism within
the term “state of politics”. From that day, in the third century B.C. to the end
of the Sinhalese King rule in the 19™ century A.C. only a Buddhist had the
legitimate right to be king of Ceylon. By about the 10™ century, this belief had
become so strong that the king of Ceylon had not only to be a Buddhist but
also Bodhisattva (Walpole Rahula: 1958).% This is completely confused by
comparing the original traditions of Theravada Buddhism. These beliefs
further secularized Buddhism towards politics on its state sponsorship.
Receiving Buddhism from India, which is one of the important factors
regarding the politicization of religion In Sri Lanka. Even today, regional
domination on Indian politics has giving great influence on Sri Lanka in the
various dimensions. But sometimes Buddha has said about obedience to the
statehood or ruler by the Buddhist monk. Lord Buddha has advised to the
Maha Sanga (His followers) regarding obedience for the ruler and his

government.

Many factors have coursed to build up a relationship in between Sanga
(Priests) and statehood under the king domain regimes in ancient politics.

Sometimes it was economic or social factors that have encouraged enhance

relationships between King and Sanga. It’s very keen, there is nothing reliable
evident in the teaching of Lord Buddha on encouraging Bhikku regarding
intervention or involvement of politics. Sometimes, Buddha has accepted
advisory level involvement regarding King Administration but did not allow

beyond the boundary of practical politics by the Bhikku. On the other hand,

161 Walpole, Rahula. (1958). What the Buddha’s Thought, Grove Press, Inc., New York.
162 Walpole Rahula. (1958). What the Buddha’s Thought, Grove Press, Inc., New York.
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even lord Buddha’s period, there was some sponsored by the king for the
Buddha and his followers. King had offered temples and properties to Buddha
and his followers for their welfare facilities. Kings such as Bimbisara,
Anepidu, and Kosol were prominent in this regard. Purposes of theses offered
were as arms giving their private properties or capital to Buddha and their
followers on good faith or spiritual consensus. But, in Sri Lankan experiences
were completely different from the ancient Indian Buddha's period on temples

or properties.

The relationship between religion and Buddhism has gone back to the
historical period. The main behind factor of every success of the religion with
regard to its role in society that was state sponsorship. In the Sri Lankan case,
since 3 B.C. Sinhalese people were strongly believed that King must come
from the Buddhist background. It was a structured tradition of ancient politics.
This tradition was confirmed by the immediate incidents such as the conflict
between Elara (who's from Tamil background) and Dutta Gamini came from
a Sinhala Buddhist background. After defeated Elara by King Dutta Gamini
has said, this attempt is not for my Kingship or privileges but the progress of
the Buddhism (Lona Srimathi Dewarajha 1997).19* In Sri Lanka, King was
offered even temples, land, and irrigations properties for the Maha Sanga
(Priests). That was indicated not only as good faith or welfare facilities but
also as giving opportunities to obtain income for the Maha Sanga. This is a
very important point regarding the rise up the corruption of the Bhikku
community and Buddhism in Sri Lanka. Sometimes, the king had offered a
bunch of villages and several paddy fields and lands for the Maha Sanga and

their temples. Maha Vihara was one of the greatest Buddhist temples in

163 Lona Srimathi Dewarajha. (1997). Upcountry Kingdom: 1600- 1782, State Printing
Cooperation, Panaluwa, Padukka.
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Anuradhapura regimes that it had many properties which had given by the
King. According to Ranaweera Gunawardana, Specifically, Maha Viharaya
had offered at least seven villages including large paddy fields such as
Samanagama, Kasagama, Pannelli, Golapanugama, including a large paddy
field which valued Hundred thousand of Kahawanu (Ranaweera
Gunawardana: 1993). %" Therefore, one of the significant customs and
traditions of the Sinhalese King was to give a priority to safeguard and protect
Buddhism and Buddhist monks through state sponsorship. In later, it has
become a state tradition during the ancient King regimes in Sri Lanka. Due to
the majority Sinhalese as Buddhist temples and Bhikkhus became a more and

more powerful tool for the King and among the regional leaders.

A result of these trends was religion and Buddhist priests were more
and more closed to the ruler on his privileges. It was indicated that in later
most venerable Bhikku become advisors to the King in ancient politics. On
other hand, during the colonial period that Bhikku needed to protect
themselves and their properties and they wanted to get the safeguard from the
colonial rulers. When the observing that period, Bhikku, that they no needed

to protect Buddhism or its basic principles from the external or internal forces.
But they wanted to build up a relationship with the local King for their survival
and protect their properties. the Sinhala king also wanted to Bhikku
cooperation for the survival of their power and dignity from the Colonial
power. It has very clearly pointed out by Ven. Walpole Rahula, It is currently
received that there existed a close connection between the independence of the

Kandyan Kingdom and the religion of Buddhism (Walpole Rahula: 1956)."%

164 Ranaweera, Gunawardena. (----). Siura and Nagula, Social Scientists Association, 129 /
6 A, Nawala Road,

Narahenpita, Colombo 05.
165 Walpole, Rahula. (1958). What the Buddha’s Thought, Grove Press, Inc., New York.
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However, there is nothing advised in Buddha's teaching about the relationship
with the ruler and the Maha Sanga regarding their secular necessities. Maha
Siyanada Sutta in Deega Nikaya, one of the main Sutra declared by the lord
Buddha has pointed out about Madyama Seelya (neutralized policy) regarding
Bhikku. According to Sutta that Bhikku should avoid talking about 32
subjects such as King, robbers, ministers, war strategies, Clothes, Flowers,
perfumes, relations, villages, and big villages, cities, women, liquor, (Ananada
S. Thilakarathna: 2005).'% According to these teaching, the practical aspect of
Buddhist monks and their traditions in Sri Lanka was a complex phenomenon
from ancient to up to now. Mostly, ancient political regimes were aroused
through the blessing of the temples or the Sanga community. Most of the
temples and Buddhist educational institutions such as Maha Viharaya,
Abyagiri Viharaya were fully state-sponsored great religious centers in
Anuradhapura regimes under the different Kings. There are two Bhikku
schools also raised by these educational institutions. Those bhikkhus who
were educated from those institutions were highly influenced by the priest's
community regarding political engagement in later politics in Sri Lanka. Since
giving protection and provide privileges for the Bhikkhu and they're Sasana
has become the main responsibility of the King. Gradually, it has become a
tradition in the latter part of history. Therefore, later newly incumbent Kings
have followed these traditions in the latter. Rev.Walpole Rahula pointed out
that is as the secular head and defender of Buddhism it was one of the primary
duties of the king to look after the well —being of the Sasana (Walpole Rahula:
1956).1¢7 Gradually, religion becomes as most state privileged institution in

the Sri Lankan society which consisted of influential authority regarding the

166 Ananada S. Tillakaratne. (2005). Maha Siyanda Sutta, Buddhist Cultural Center, 125,
Anderson Road, Nedimala,

Dehiwala.
167 Walpole Rahula. (1958). What the Buddha’s Thought, Grove Press, Inc., New York
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determination of the nature of the country politics and ruler. However, Newton
Gunasinghe talked about Bhikku and politics in Sri Lanka. In his argument,
Gunasinghe pointed out some reasons behind the relationship in between

Sanga and politics in Kandyan regimes.

Some social; economic factors can be identified in Sanga and politics.
Traditionally, most of Maha Sanga Nayaka (leaders) who live in Purana Raja
Maha Viharaya (Most ancient Temple) in the Kandyan countryside were
coming from higher cast families. Those families have controlled a major part
of the land and other properties. Therefore, a lot of properties came to belong
to these Purana Viharaya under the control of such Maha Sanga. This
leadership is also determined by the hereditary wise among Sanga
Community. Due to these reasons, Maha Sanga needed full cooperation from
the king or state regarding maintains and sustain these properties under the
state-sponsored relationship (Newton Gunasinghe: 2008). 168 Therefore,
Buddhist culture in Kandyan regimes was a complex one with comparing the
original principle of Buddha’s teaching. Buddhism, it has completely
manipulated by some part of the Bhikkhu community for their narrow
necessities. Some time, Buddhism, it could be shown as a social institution
which had been formed various kinds of activities combine with the general
society under the influence of the Buddhist Bhikkus. Siri Hettige pointed out
that, The Buddhist clergy (Sanga) there, rather than remaining a sacred
category penetrated many spheres of secular life; they not only acted as royal
advisors but were involved in economic activities in defiance of their doctrinal

principles. Buddhist temple organizations became highly organized economic

168 Newton Gunasinghe. (2008). Symbolic Role of the Buddhist monk, (ed) Prema Kumara
De Silva, Social Scientist
Association, 12, Suleiman Terrace, Colombo 05.
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institutions based on feudal, cast lines. These developments were undoubtedly
the product of the interaction between the religious order and their politico,
economic structure (Siri Hettige: 1984).'%° Look like there was no difference
between lay society and Bhikku society regarding customs and practices.
During the period of Ancient to Kandyan regimes, the practices of Buddhism
and its principles had got the great changers by the Sanga community toward
secular than spiritual. It had reflected more political involvement of Maha
Sanga Nayaka Bhikku (Most Rev. Bhikku) with the existing King
administration. Therefore, the main temples called as Raja Maha Viharaya
(Partly name as King sponsoring) become as central influential centers for the

King or regional rulers.

Political intervention of King to the religion was emphasized
disintegration among the Maha Sanga on various secular practices and other
activities. Whole responsibility had to go for the leader of Maha Sanga
regarding re-formation and integration of Sanga Sasanaya. But, they have it
purposely neglected or avoided. Therefore, the king was crucially involved in
this regard. There was the same thing that happened under the king Maha
Parakramabahu, who pioneer king in ancient Sri Lanka. Choolawansaya
which is one of the historical evidence has noted the role of Maha
Parakramabahu that he mobilized the Maha Sanga into one umbrella with
cleaning the Sasanaya from corrupted Bhikku. King Parakramabahu
established a special board including pioneer Maha Sanga regarding the
investigation against the indiscipline behavior of the wrongful Bhikkhus.
Further, he was attended for the sessions of this board which was consisted of

pioneer Bhikku. According to the decision of the board, the king was taken

169 Hettige, S.T. (1984). Wealth, Power and Prestige, Ministry of Higher Education,
Colombo, Sri Lanka...
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actions regarding corrupted Monks and deported those bhikkhus from the
Sasanaya (Ranaweera Gunawardana: 1993).77Therefore, one of the other
reasons behind the political involvement of Buddhism and priests was the
weak leadership of Buddhist Bhikku regarding the re-integration of the Maha
Sanga.

On the other hand, ordinary people that they had strong spiritual good
faith regarding Buddhism so, they were faithfully obeyed to the temple and
their leaders because their spiritual feeling regarding Buddhism was an
extreme one. This also, one of the main factors was getting the attraction of
Bhikku by politicians and politics. This trend has occurred many results on
this relationship, temples, and Bhikku were granted many privileges from
politicians and politics. Due to this relationship, the Sanga community has
become as a state dominant institution. Therefore, they had to work for the
political agenda which had made by politicians. It is very clearly stated by the
Sri Hettige, that the practice among traditional rulers of granting property,
particularly land, to religious institutions was an important factor in the
process of evaluation. In their territories known as Viharagam and Devalagam
lived the tenants who tilled the soil belonging to such institutions and other
services groups who provided the various services such as washing and
drumming (Sri Hettige: 1984).'” Even today, government or politicians
cannot challenge this state-sponsored privilege of the temple and their monks.
Malwatta and Asgiriya are the main temples which are symbolic dominant
institutions in Sri Lankan monk society. These two temples are still influential

religious spots on Sri Lankan politics and politicians. Also, a large scale of

170 Ranaweera Gunawardena. (----). Siura and Nagula, Social Scientists Association, 129 / 6
A, Nawala Road,

Narahenpita, Colombo 05.
171 Hettige, S.T. (1984). Wealth, Power and Prestige, Ministry of Higher Education,
Colombo, Sri Lanka.
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properties and lands has been maintained by these two temples in the entire

country.
Buddhism as a State Religion:

Buddhism is one of the spiritual religions which is committed to the
emancipation of people from bad secularize practices. In basic principles of
Buddha's teaching very keenly demonstrating distinct in between Religion and
politics or state. The state is a political concept which has created by the people
for the control of their social life. Extremely, the state will do a great job on
maintain and sustain of the external behavior of the people in society. It is
quite a difference from the Buddhist religious objective. Because Buddhism is
appearing for the control and reorganization of the internal attitudes and
beliefs and behavior of people in the same society. Lord Buddha, in his
teaching, has clearly stated that distinction between the spiritual world and the
Secular World. Secular society will be led by the king of Chakrawarthi and
the religious world ruled by the Lord Buddha. There're some similarities as
well in between Chakrawarthi and Buddha. On the other hand, there is an
alternative option for the person who wants to come for the enlistment that is
a person who did not come to enlighten the next option is to him to come for
the leader of the secular world called as king Chakrawarthi. In this regard,
Buddha has advised Maha Sanga regarding obedience to the leadership of the
secular world. Therefore, according to Buddhism that Maha Sanga was
subjected to secular leadership and his control. Consequences, political
influences, and monopoly have been dominated among the Sanga Community
even under the Buddha's period. In Sri Lankan experience on state and
Buddhism was a long historical process. Therefore, Maha Sanga could not
avoid state domination from their spiritual practices. Introduce Buddhism to

Sri Lanka was an official event as well as a political deal between India and
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Sri Lanka. Walpole Rahula pointed out, Asoka's Mahinda who came to the
Island about the middle of 3™ century B.C (Walpole Rahula: 1956).17? Since
all the kings and lay parties were considered Buddhism as a state-sponsored
religion therefore a tradition was created regarding Buddhism. That is to
provide protection and sustain of Buddhism and Sanga community was
become an unavoidable responsibility of the state. On the other hand, as the
main religion, Buddhism had a dominant majority population and was created
an ideology among the people regarding rulers. Accordingly, there was a
strong belief, and tradition was created. There was an ideology that has been
created that leaders should become from among the majority Buddhists.
People were ratified Political leadership only from the Buddhist community.
This is an important point of the politicization of Buddhism and the Sanga

Community in Sri Lanka.

Until the Kandyan kingdom, there have been dominating these beliefs
and ideologies regarding the king making process in the country. In
simultaneously, the Sanga community or Sanga Sasanaya also become a
central institution regarding making a king. A person who wants to be a king
could not realize his objective without bits of advice and direction from Maha
Sanga. Also, King had an important responsibility regarding Sanga or Buddha
Sasanaya. As the secular head and defender of Buddhism, it was one of the
primary duties of the king to look after the well-being of the Sasanaya
(Walpole Rahula: 1956).17* A person who came from out of the country could
not in combatant as a king without accepting Buddhism properly. A good
example giving us from the Kandyan regimes, especially, during the period of

King Rajasinghe who came from India and his origin was Dravidian that he

172 Walpole Rahula. (1958). What the Buddha’s Thought, Grove Press, Inc., New York.
173 ‘Walpole Rahula. (1958). What the Buddha’s Thought, Grove Press, Inc., New York.
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needed to be accepted Buddhism as his religion. Therefore, very clear, there
was Buddhism has gone as state religion during the king domain period. In the
Pre-independence period, the colonial government also understood these
trends and they have readjusted their governing system accordingly. The
colonial government also did not go for radical changes regarding the existing
religious view of the state. Further, they also tried to protect Temple and
Bhikku through the Act of Vihara Devala Gam. In the Post-independence
period that there was a remarkable point demarcated in 1972. In 1947, the first
constitution in Sri Lanka did not see any specifications regarding religion, so
all the religions were properly and equally accepted and recognized. A crucial
point was demarcated Regarding Buddhism and state politics in 1972. The
politicizing of Bhikkhu in Sri Lanka specifically remarked in the 1950
decades. There was a political turmoil that has been erupted in 1950 which
was led by the Bhikkhus movement. In 1956 SLFP government become the
ruling party under the leadership S.W.R.D. Bandaranayke. There was a strong
social movement that could be shown in which Bhikkhus was one of the strong
wings in this ally. Sanga, Veda, Govi, Guru, Kamkaru five forces was led the
movement and Bandaranayke brought as a primer in this country. In this seen
reflecting that Buddhist monk has been crucially impacted on statehood and
leadership in this country. At the movement, some temples were conducted an
active role regarding political changes. A Kelaniya temple is one of the main
power centers of the 1956 revolution. Harvard Riggings pointed out by Victor
Ivan; many groups of Bhikku were wearing yellow cloths that had launched
an electoral campaign especially, Central and Sabaragamuwa province. These

bhikkus openly did their electoral activities while holding many discussions
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with ordinary people while walking house to house (Victor Ivan 2006).17# It
was the hottest point of the Bhikku politics in Sri Lanka.

In 1956, the Bandaranayke government was brought by leading
Sinhala Buddhist front as well as not only his government but also his life also
destroyed by these Buddhist front. In 1958, there was a political conspiracy
was launched against Bandaranayke who headed by one of the Prominent
Buddhist leaders. Victor Ivan pointed out, Eksath Bhikkhu Front one of the
leading Bhikkhus movements which were brought Bandaranayke into power
that as it is have done political conspiracy against himself. This political
conspiracy was handled by leading Buddhist leaders Mapitigama
Buddharakkiththa who was the Most Rev. leader of Kelaniya temple was
masterminded of the Bandaranayke assassination (Ivan 2006).'> In 1956,
the Bandaranayke government was completely handled by the prominent
Buddhist monks. The first function of Mr. Bandaranayke after came to power
his first function was to go to Kelaniya temple and warship to Buddha's statue.
The same Buddhist force destroyed Mr. Bandaranayke after three years
because other political forces handle the same Bhikku fronts against the
Bandaranayke government. Finally, Bandaranayke was assassinated by
another politically victimized Bhikku call Thalduwe Somarama. This was
remarked the hottest point nature of the politicizing of a Buddhist monk in Sri
Lankan political history.

Buddhism received legitimized status through constitutions in 1972.
This was very crucial not only in politics but also in Buddhism in Sri Lanka.

First time of the political history on the Island that Buddhism was considered

7% Victor Ivan. (2006). the Revolution in Temple, Rawaya Publishers, 83, Piliyandala Road,
Maharagama.
175 _Ibid_
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as an official religion in the Constitution. In its preamble, 1972 constitutions
very clearly stated, We are people of Sri Lanka being resolved in the exercises
of our freedom and independence as a nation to give to ourselves a constitution
which will declare Sri Lanka a free sovereign and independent republic
pledged to realize the objectives of a socialist democracy including the
fundamental rights and freedoms of all citizens and which will become the
fundamental law and of Sri Lanka deriving its power and authority solely from
the people do on this the tenth day of the waxing moon in the month of Vesak
in the year two thousand five hundred and fifteen of the Buddhist era that is
Monday the twenty-second day of May one thousand nine hundred and
seventy-two acting through constituent assembly established by us hereby
adopt enact and give to ourselves this constitution (Sri Lanka first Republic
constitution: 1972)'" It was established Vesak day which is celebrating the
Birth, enlighten, and death (Parinibbana) of Buddha. That is an important point
because the majority of people who Buddhist in Sri Lanka were privileged in
this regard. The constitution is a basic legal document concerning the
governance of the country. Further, it will give in-depth meaning regarding
statehood. It is reflecting all the perspective of statecraft of the state also
providing limitation and delimitation for the ruler on their activities. Other
words, the constitution is a basic legal document of a state which provides
necessary directions for the state on their citizens. On the other hand, in the
first time of history that state accepted Buddhism as an official religion in
itself. According to article 18th of the 1972 constitution, it mentioned The
Republic of Sri Lanka shall give to Buddhism the foremost place and
accordingly it shall be the duty of the State to protect and foster Buddhism
while assuring to all religions the rights granted by section 18 (1) (d)( Sri

176 Sri Lanka First Republic Constitution. (1972). Government Publication Department,
Colombo.
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Lanka first Republic Constitution: 1972). Therefore, Buddhism becomes an
official subject of the state. It looks like a remodification of the ancient politics

and art of state in Sri Lanka.

However, there was established a separate ministry regarding
Buddhism. Consequences, all the subordinates’ subjects of Buddhism came
under the ministry of Buddha Sasanaya. Also, there was a separate
administration line was established under the Commissioner-General on
Buddhist affairs. Temples, Rajamaha Vihara, Devala, were subjected under
this regulation. Simultaneously, Buddhist monks also faced great influenced
by political and administrative lines. Since most Buddhist monk has been
divided into two or more than two chapters on politics. They have become
most politicized and backed their favorable politicians once they contested
elections. Even today, there is a strong political deviation showing from
Malwatta and Asgiriya chapters which are the main two temples in the
country. These practical trends of the politicization process with regard to
Buddhism and state were again confirmed by the Second republic constitution
in 1978. The people of Sri Lanka having, by their mandate freely expressed
and granted on the sixth day of the waxing moon in the month of Adhi Nikini
in the year two thousand five hundred and twenty-one of the Buddhist era
(being Thursday the twenty-first day of July in the year one thousand nine
hundred and seventy-seven). (The Constitution of Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka 1978). There was a separate chapter that was established
for Buddhism in the 1978 constitution. It has mentioned about Buddhism
under the chapter II in the 1978 constitution, The Republic of Sri Lanka shall
give to Buddhism the foremost place and accordingly it shall be the duty of
the State to protect and foster the Buddha Sasana while assuring to all religions

the rights granted by Articles 10 and 14 (1) (e) (The Constitution of the
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Democratic socialist Republic of Sri Lanka: 1978).!"7 This official recognition
had created multiple impacts on Maha Sanga. Political activities of the Bhikku
become the most formalize and legitimized. Bhikku was come to maintain a
close relationship between politicians and their political activities. Buddhist
monks become official advisors for the head of the state or other politicians
on their state of the art. Bhikku was appointed as advisors or consultants who
were become the most bias and depth of political characters. Further, they have
spread these trends among others as well. These politicized bhikkus did not
show their impartial approach to social, political, or welfare matters in society.
They could gain more state privileged and sponsorship from the governing
parties that were provided a wrongful lesson for the next Buddhist generation.
There was a separate Ministry that was established for the development and
the sustainability of Buddhism has been given great influence governing
process not only the head of the state but also, the central government as well.
The advance advisory board was established for the consultation for the head
of the state. This mechanism was completely dominated by the political
Bhikku which involved in party politics. It was not an impartial or non-
political body. Even today, some Nikaya and their leaders Bhikku identified

as specific political characters.
Social and Political Movements and Sanga (Priest) Community:

Pre- and post-colonial social and political movements in Sri Lanka
have been strongly impacted by the Buddhist priest society. Especially, the
pre-colonial social and independence movement was led by some prominent
Sanga. During the period of Sinhalese patriot movement was commended by

prominent Maha Sanga such as Migettuwatte Gunananda, Hikkaduwe

177 Sri Lanka First Republic Constitution. (1972). Government Publication Department, Sri
Lanka.
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Sumangala, Babarande Siri Seevalee, Yakkaduwe Pannarama, and ext. Many
scholars have raised some arguments concerning new trends regarding
Buddhism and their followers in Sri Lanka. But, compare with the original
Buddhism, Buddha’s teaching emphasized, The non-aggressive, moral and
philosophical system expounded by the Buddha, which demands no blind faith
from its adherents, expounds no dogmatic creeds, encourages no superstitions
rites and ceremonies, but advocates a golden mean that guides a disciple
through the pure living and pure thinking to the gain of supreme wisdom and
deliverance from all evil, is called Dharma and is popularly known as
Buddhism (Narada, G.P.Malalasekara, K. Wimalajothi: 2002).}”® One of the
great views of lord Buddha's teaching is to create ennobling space for the
critical investigation of his teaching in a practical sense. One of the prominent
teachings gave by Lord Buddha in his Kalama Sutra. It is comparatively short
but addresses to the point, revealing how one should exercise one's ability to
critically investigate on practical grounds and to discover what is true and
wholesome among the divergent religious and philosophical views
(Pathegama Ganarama: 2003).'” One of the most important aspects of
Buddhism is to understand the reality of the existing world and knowledge
questionable. In his, Kalama Sutra has clearly emphasized freedom of thinking
regarding existing Knowledge. It has been pointed out in the 5™ Sutra of
Anguththara Nikaya of Kalama Sutra. Since Buddha Parinibbana, Buddhism
has changed by followers by adding stories and believes, and values on their
practices of the latter part of history. Therefore, Buddhism is mostly has
misinterpreted by the latter Buddhist traditions and practices. Today,

178 Narada, G.P. Malalasekara, K. Wimalajothi. (2002). Buddhism Culture & Sri Lanka
Pilgrim’s Guide, Buddhist

Cultural Center, 125, Anderson Road, Nedimala, Dehiwala, Sri Lanka.
179 Pategama Ganarama. (2003). Blueprint of Free Inquire and Personnel Verification, Ti-
Sarana Buddhist Association,

90, Duku Road, Singapore.
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comparing with the original truth that Buddhism completely depend on these

traditions and believes so, it has been giving misperception ideas.

Lord Buddha always did not criticize tradition but he criticized and
rejected myth and meaningless addictions to tradition. Also, in his Payasi Sutta
of Deeganikaya, Lord Buddha has rejected meaningless tradition and he
welcomes and appreciated progressive traditions that accepted the reality of
the world (Sanath Nanayakkara: 2009).'*° Bless one, one of the important
democratic element of Buddha's teaching is lay down the free inquiry to
somebody who wants verifying the purity of the existing knowledge practicing
and habitual with a base of original principles. So, Buddhism has explored
freedom of autonomous judgment regarding Buddha's original teaching by
comparing existing social practices of the Buddha's followers today.
According to the original principles of Buddhist philosophy that Buddhism is
a spiritual path for the people to the emancipation of the shin. But today,
Buddhism has been changed with the existing secular practices by the Maha
Sanga towards practical. Term "Change" unavoidable in any kind of social,
natural, or physical phenomenon and their process. Therefore, we have to
believe, or at least accept that Buddhism also has been changed. One of the
shreds of evidence, a vibrant trend of Buddhism is that it has rapidly
politicizing among the Sanga community in Sri Lanka. Both Wrrigins and
Phandis were political scientists, Wrrigins was an American, and Phandis was
an Indian. Their intellectual concerns with regard to the politics of Buddhism
in Sri Lanka were shaped by the disciplinary preoccupations of the political

science inquiry (Jayadeva Uyangoda: 2007).'%! Religious involvement of

180 Sanath, Nanayakkara. (2009). Kalama Sutta and Freedom to Thinking, Ajith Printers
Private Limited, 342, Old

Kasbewa Road, Raththanapitiya.
181 Religion in Context, Buddhism, and Socio-Political Change in Sri Lanka, (ed) by
Jayadeva Uyangoda, (2007). Social
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politics is not an instant incident or an isolated event out of other socio-cultural
activities in the Sri Lankan context. It was started from the pre-independence
period which had a huge dominant social and political movement which gave

main leadership by the Maha Sanga.

At the beginning time, there was a strong campaign launched by the
independence movement regarding political independence from the colonial
administration. During the period of pre-independence that such movement
was highly diverse and it has consisted of diverse religious perspectives. H.L.
Seneviratne, Gananatha Obeysekara, and others identified, Anagarika
Dharmapala as the pivotal figure who reworked the relationship between
Buddhism and society in general, and Buddhist monks and society in
particular, under British colonial conditions of the 19™ and early 20% centuries
(Uyangoda: 2007).'® On the other hand, Buddhism, its main teaching has
discovered the role of Maha Sanga in terms of general. In-text documents of
Buddha's teachings that are very clearly indicated about the social intervention
of the Sanga community. In Buddhist terminology, working for one's welfare
or other welfare is called welfare work (atthachariya). Social activism in
Buddhism is expressed very clearly by the phrase "for the welfare of the
people, for the happiness of the people (Bahujana Hithaya, Bahujana Sukaya)
the word Bahujana is used to denote the people at large (Ganarama: 2004).'%
However, there was a clear distinction between Bhikku and the general society

has created by Lord Buddha in his teachings.

Scientists Association, No. 12, Suleiman Terrace, Colombo 05, Sri Lanka.
182 _Tbid-
18 Pategama, Ganarama. (2003). Blueprint of Free Inquire and Personnel Verification, Ti-
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According to Buddha's determination, there was a clear distinction
between Bhikku, s and lay society. Further, bless one has declared, Bhikku
society will be led by Lord Buddha, and lay society will be led by the king of
Chakrawarthi. Also, there should not be a relationship between two societies
(Prema Kumara De Silva: 2008).'%* My argument is, some basic teachings of
Buddhism have misunderstood by some intellectuals and writers because of
internal changes of Buddhism as a process due to practical exercises of the
Sanga community. Therefore, basic principles or teaching did not change but
implications are changed in a different time, and contexts. Bhikku engages in
politics on many external influences also one of the parts of these changers of
practical implication of Buddhism. According, the pre-colonial situation in Sri
Lankan politics that demonstrated social intervention of the Sanga community
was prominent regarding the common interests of the society. Also, Buddha
in his teaching did not prevent Bhikku from social activities on good faith but

it did not allow doing politics.

Further Buddhism has emphasized Bhikku is one of the most suitable
characters regarding social works has to follows. Buddha once addressing the
monks, brought four kinds of welfare workers to their notice"

1. He who works neither for his welfare nor for the welfare of others

2. He who workers for the welfare of others, but not for his welfare

3. He who works for his welfare, but not for the welfare of others

184 Buddhism, State, and Bhikku society; Sociological study, (ed) by Prema Kumara De
Silva. (2008). Social Scientists
Association, No. 12, Suleiman Terrace, Colombo 05.

331




Beets 2memISE o0 &8 esomeocs 2020

4. He works for the welfare of both oneself and others (Ganarama:
2010).'® That is very clear,

Buddhism did not prevent Bhikku, s delivering services regarding
empowering the society on enhancing social lives. But what has happened in
Sri Lanka in pre- the colonial stage that is social movement was raised base
on a nationalistic political ideology against western politics and their cultural
practices which had dominated by the entire society in Sri Lanka. However,
during the pre-independence period that Anagarika Dharmapala who was a
pioneer leader regarding reorganizing Sinhala society against western social
practices and their habitual that he could understand about the impotence of
the Buddhist monk on reorganizing of the society against western social
practices. Therefore, he was taken Buddhist monks for the secularize activities
by emphasizing the role of Bhikku on a pro- nationalistic framework.
Therefore, the regime was emphasized that the monk had special duty
regarding his existing society. Dharmapala Project of nationalist regeneration
needed an indigenous leader, and he found the monk to the ideal choice. In
making this choice, Dharmapala elevated the monk to a position he never held
before and invested him with the specific secular role that the modern monk
has come to believe is his heritage, as explicitly stated in Walpole Rahula,s
masterpiece charter for monastic activism, the heritage of the Bhikku
(H.L.Senavirathna: 2007). '8 There was a major confrontation between
Buddhism and Christianity regarding their teachings. This confrontation was
another main factor that called Buddhist monks into active social activities and

politics during a period called social enlighten. Buddhist monks were leaded

185 Pategama, Ganarama. (2003) Blueprint of Free Inquire and Personnel Verification, Ti-
Sarana Buddhist Association, 90, Duku Road, Singapore.

18 H.L. Senavirthana., ed by Jayadeva Uyangoda., Religion in Context, Buddhism and
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and organized counter-arguments and activities on Christianity challengers.
Also, the local elite and capitalist class were encouraged Buddhist monks to
reorganize against the Christianity movement. These lay classes were fully
sponsored by Buddhist Bhikku regarding anti-Christianity on the nationalistic
approach. Rev. Migettuwatte Gunananda was a pioneer monk activist in this

regard.

There are three major debates were happened in Panadura, Udamvita,
and Waragoda. Panadura debate was one of the pioneers and most famous
ones. Here, it should be understood very clearly that all those debates base on
the reality of the basic principles of Buddhism and Christianity. The
interesting thing is when the Bhikku led to protect and realize the truth of the
Buddha's original teaching in front of Christianity through great debates but
they could not understand that they had been diverted on their behavior beyond
the original spirit of Buddha's teaching. But these events and debates did not
go beyond the socio, cultural practices, or rights of the people. Most famous
monks such as Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala, Migettuwatte Gunananda,
Bulathgama Dhammalankara, Dodanduwe Piyarathana, Waskaduwe Sri
Subuthi were actively involved in this Buddhist enlighten process. On the
other hand, Henry Steel Olcott was an American citizen that gave leadership
for this movement but he was not originally Buddhist lay. He had good faith
in Buddhism than the understanding of basic principles or teaching of Lord
Buddha. Henry Steel was a crucial factor regarding brought Maha Sanga into
politics through social activities. Hereafter, there was a great trend that could
observer in this movement. That was narrowly turnover monk activities
regarding the rights of the Sinhala Buddhist people. One of the important
factors of this point is Buddhism has interpreted within only a Sinhala view
by their major followers. Therefore, Buddhism becomes as Sinhala Buddhism.

It was completely impacting on Buddha's original teaching. Further, this social
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movement not only criticized Christianity but also criticized the political
hegemony of the colonial rulers. Anyway, there was a new interpretation was
emerged among the Buddhist monks that are Bhikku as an essential party
regarding protecting religion, nation, and country, these slogans were brought
up vital political value among the Sanga community in the latter part of

political history in Sri Lanka.

Therefore, most Buddhist monks came forward to involved in secular
activities such as politics and social welfare. When it concerns about Buddha's
character that is not isolated from the general social life. Lord Buddha, in his
life period, he has built up numerous relationships with the various kinds of
people including rulers like Kings such as Kososl Anepidu Situthuma,
ordinary marginalized people like Suneetha, Shopaka also an elite's woman
such as Kema, Uppalawanna, Vishaka all those relationships were determined
by the spiritual purposes and base on the principle of equality. These lay and
nun parties were fully sponsored to Buddha on Spiritual matters but Buddha
did not intervene more than giving Dharma advice regarding their social
interests. Buddha's teaching did not allow any extra activities which not
related spiritual desires of the society that was confirmed by the Maha
Parinibbana Sutta which is the final time of Buddha advice on Bhikku it has
given seven of Saptha Aparihani Dharma (policies on the protection of
religious life) regarding the behavior of Bhikku. If Bhikku did not involve
many duties or business addicted in itself that will expect to enhance the
progress of Bhikku than failure (Sanath Nanayakkara: 2010)."*” However,

establishing two great Buddhist base educational institutions in the colonial

187 Sanath Nanayakkara., Kalama Sutta and Freedom to Thinking, Ajith Printers Private
Limited, 342, Old Kasbewa Road, Raththanapitiya, 2009.
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period that was crucially influenced the Bhikku community regarding the

involvement of politics through social activities.
Electoral Politics and Buddhist Monk:

The election is one of the main components with regard smooth
transform of the power one regime to another. In Sri Lankan history that
electoral democracy has been manipulated by social power such as religion
and their institutional system. The Bhikku involvement in electoral politics
was one of the main trends in Sri Lankan politics. This also creates
controversial views on the behavior of the Buddhist Bhikku. Getting
involvement of electoral activities that were based on previous social activities
of the Maha Sanga in the pre-independence movement. During the period of
nationalistic movement, political freedom was a leading slogan in the anti-
imperialist campaign. Further, it has mixed with Buddhist ideology that was
brought by some Bhikku leaders. Especially, Buddhist monks could give
influential pressure regarding political emancipation from the colonial rulers.
Therefore, Buddhist religious institutions and Bhikkhu's speeches crucially
impact party politics as well as the ideological mindset of ordinary people. Sir
Anagarika Dharmapala who was a prominent Buddhist leader said that the
Sinhalese capitalist class must be taken leadership regarding the economic and
political development of the country. On the other hand, as a religious
institution, Buddhism was built considerable social power among the majority
of people and politicians. The concept of Village, Temple, and Lake was built
under the king domain period then it was maintained latter politicians for their
power gaining process. Villagers who lived in the village concentrated and
mobilized within a religious center called Temple. Therefore, Temple became
a center of power in the village. Therefore, monks of the temple were

prominent regarding the political mobilization of the village. On the other
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hand, the temple had a considerable power to handle the general mass at the
grass root. The social system has been formed with Buddhist political ideology
which was leading for the form of political allies in the country. Politicians
who start their politics at the grass-root were concerned temple and their
monks regarding the mobilization of mass through the religious center.
Comparatively with an urban society that most villagers are less un-educated
and have good faith with regard to religion. Those citizens are suffering strong

spiritual feelings on their religion.

Therefore, the Buddhist monk who took the lead in these Buddhist
temples which have been maintained considerable power regarding control of
the villagers and their thinking pattern. Temple was one of the mobilizing
lobbies at the grassroots with regard to any social function at the grassroots.
There're, the formal and informal social capital network could be shown at the
Villages through Buddhist Temple. It is very clear, even today; one of the main
key organs of the Temple is Dayaka Shabawa (A group of people who are
living in a village that responsible for secure and sustain of the village temple)
which is consisted elite or powerful villagers who taken leadership on village
matters. Many noble figures had taken pioneer leadership in this body and they
had enough civil power on any socio, economic, and political aspirations. At
the grassroots, when the person wants to contests politics that the ﬁrsvt“
condition of the pre-electoral process is to address relevant issues in front of
the temple or their Buddhist leadership. It was becoming a tradition among the
Sinhala Buddhist politicians. It was one of the long traditions that followed in
ancient politics as well. That is one of the preconditions for entering politics.
These traditions were noted significant not only grassroots but also in the
national politics in this country. Electoral politics and Buddhist priests are not
an ad-hock trend in Sri Lankan politics. It’s gone back to long historical

events. The active role of a Buddhist monk in the electoral politics in Post-
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independence Sri Lanka was an unavoidable matter concerning electoral
political culture in this country. Many prominent monks have been divided
into many political parties on their political ideologies. Religion and politics
have been strongly combined in Sri Lankan politics from a long historical
period. Buddhist monks were one of the most influential factors in power
politics among civil leaders. Especially, urban and sub-urban Bhikku were
emphasized in electoral politics. In 1974, Ven Henpita Gedara Ganashiya
was a strong supporter of the D.S Senanayake political campaign and gave his
strong support in his electoral campaign. Simultaneously; Walpole Rahula
gave his strong support to Edmond Sammarakodi who contested in this
election from the Samasamaja Party (Ivan Victor: 2006).'®® Bhikku's
involvement in electoral politics was a historical event in Sri Lankan politics.
Sometimes, it was greatly influenced by regime changes in Sri Lankan
Political Culture. For instance, in 1956, there was great change was happened
in the socio, economic, and cultural sphere through Buddhist influence.
Harvard Riggins who pioneer anthropologists pointed out, before the two-
three weeks of the general election there are many Bhikku who were wearing
yellow cloths (Siura) at the inside of the electoral divisions of Western,
Sabaragamuwa that they have been publicity engaged with the electoral

activities.

The most tempered occasion of the politicizing Buddhist monk was
the origin of the political party which bases on Bhikku and their ideology.
Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU) is the first political party that was led by Bhikku.
The Foundation of the JHU lay down by Rev. Gangodawila Soma who was

expressed pro -nationalistic ideology that has a deep impact on pro

188 Victor Ivan., (2006). the Revolution in Temple, Rawaya Publishers, 83, Piliyandala
Road, Maharagama.
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nationalistic Buddhist people who are living in urban and suburban. Latter it
has become a major influential party in the electoral process. JHU has become
an influential factor regarding the form of government and has crucially
impact on policymaking and policy implementation process of the
government. Even today, every political party that they have their Bhikku
front in their party politics. Mainly SLFP and UNP have their Bhikku front.
Because the voting bank of the majority is the Buddhist population. Therefore,
it has become a considerable fact in electoral politics. Politicians are claiming
power by utilizing religion as an emotional tool for the address regarding
ordinary people in the grassroots. Buddhist priests openly talking politics not
only the political stage but also in their rituals function such as addressing
Buddha’s Dhamma for the Buddhist ordinance. The most recent trends were
in Sri Lankan politics that Buddhist monks have become the most influential
pressure groups which have combined with gay parties or civil society
movements. Sometimes those Bhikku movements have been done
considerable influence regarding regime change in contemporary Sri Lankan
politics. During the period 2005 and 2014, the ruling party was depending on
the Buddhist ideological context and its political advantage. Some time, rulers
have been manipulated Bhikku society for their purposes. There are many pro
nationalistic Buddhist movements such as Rawana Balaya, Deshappremi
Bhikkhu Peramuna, Bodu Bala Sena, and ext. Some of these movements had

a direct political relation with the ruling government and its leaders.

In 2014 general election was mainly handled by the civil society
movement rather than political parties. One of the leading civil society
movements was Movement for Just Society (MJS) lead by most prominent
monk Rev. Maduluwawe Shobitha. This movement did not have any political
ideology but they have been argued just and democratic society. It has a slogan

that is against corruption, Bribes, and Unethical political actions of the
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politicians. This kind of demand has to have come from the political parties or
civil society movements which lead by the gay citizens of the country. But, in
this case, a leading Buddhist monk handled this movement and got the
attractable concern from the general mass. There is a social and political
vacuum that has been created due to less trustable perspectives concerning
existing political parties. These vacuums have created vital space for the
leading Buddhist monks and their movements to come forward as some time
nonpolitical pressure group for the existing government or leadership. On the
other hand, some political leaders and their parties have been utilizing
Buddhist nationalistic ideology for their power game. In this kind of context,
the pro nationalistic Buddhist monk has been upper hand their religious power
and authority regarding the handle of the power project in term politics. This
trend extremely negative impacts on the basic principles of Buddhism and

their good faith and sustainability of the priest community in Sri Lanka.
Conclusion

The term "Change" is unavoidable concerning any kind of social
phenomenon. Therefore, it is, relevant for any principles of religious teaching
as well. Since Buddha's Parinibbana (To attain the spiritual world after death)
that Buddhism has been implemented by Buddha’s followers called Bhikku.
The original principles of Buddhism have been changed by the external and
internal forces of society. Therefore, Buddhist monks have been victimized in
this process. The reality of the existing world and their phenomena are is not
isolated ones. Therefore, religion is not an isolated phenomenon in diverse
social interactions. It is an objective than a subjective phenomenon. In now
day, religion is called a social institution that has to influence to determine the
shape of society and its practices. Therefore, other social activities could not

separate from religion. Changers of other social sections had an impact on
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religion in society. Therefore, Buddhist practices in Sri Lankan society also
impact this social reality. Behavior and practices of the Bhikku who were lived
in Buddha’s period that completely changed with the modern era. Time,
contexts, and events had given strong influences on the behavior of the
Buddhist monk regarding secular practices than spiritual objectives in Sri
Lankan society. Politics and their secular objectives have been deeply
impacting of Bhikkhu in the modern era in Sri Lankan society. Politicians and
political movement and new educational approaches have been crucially
impacting on Buddha’s followers on their social practices. However, the
reality of this changes, that should be understood that whatever declared by
the original teaching not only Buddhist but also other religion as well that basic
principles will impact with the existing other social practices. Therefore, the
changing process is happening in not only inside of the followers but also
principles which Buddha’s followers as well. It is a smooth and slow process

in a given society. It is an unavoidable and unpreventable dynamic process.
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