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The Department of Public Administration 
at the Faculty of Management Studies 
and Commerce, University of Sri 
Jayewardenepura, hosted its “Aurudu 
Tea Party” on April 18, 2024, at the 
Department Resource Center to celebrate 
Sinhala and Hindu New Year 2024. The 
event was graced by the presence of 
Dr. Dushan Jayawickrama, Dean of the 
Faculty, Mr. A. B. Welivita, Registrar, 
Mrs. S. D. D. Hiranthi, Senior Assistant 
Registrar, Ms. R. N. Neluwapathirana, 
Assistant Registrar, Dr. R. P. C. K. Jayasinghe, Head of the Department of Public Administration, 
and department lecturers.

The gathering provided a wonderful opportunity for lecturers and students to share ideas, 
stories, laughter, and cultural experiences. The Department expressed heartfelt thanks to the 
students for organizing such a delightful event, continuing a cherished tradition.

The Department of Public Administration 
celebrates its Annual “Aurudu Tea Party 2024”
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Thuru Arana” - Mangrove Planting Project 2024, scheduled for 
January 30th, 2024, along the picturesque Madu River in Balapitiya, 
is poised to be a transformative event for both the environment and 
the community. The Marketing Management Association organized 
the project in collaboration with esteemed partners, Ekaterra Ceylon 
(Pvt) Ltd, and the Madu River Foundation. This initiative represents a 
harmonious blend of corporate stewardship and grassroots activism. 
Final-year undergraduates and dedicated staff members from the 
Department of Marketing Management joined the project to plant 
mangrove saplings and nurture the delicate balance of nature. 
Beyond the act of planting trees, “Thuru Arana” embodies a spirit 
of collaboration and collective responsibility, serving as a beacon of 

hope for a greener, more sustainable future. 

“Thuru Arana” - Mangrove Planting Project 2024

March 20, 2024, at the 
Monarch Imperial, 
witnessed the official 
commencement of the 
“JMAA Masters Quiz 
– 2024,” a knowledge-
based event presented 
by the Japura Masters 

Alumni Association. This day was an enormous achievement since it brought together over 160 
brilliant minds, 35 dynamic teams, and the support of 33 prestigious corporate companies. Dr. 
Dushan Jayawickrama, Dean of the Faculty of Management Studies and Commerce – University 

Japura Masters Alumni Association (JMAA) MBA 
/ MSc – Masters Quiz – 2024
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of Sri Jayewardenepura, graced the occasion as the chief guest, and Prof. M.A.K. Sriyalatha, 
Coordinator of the MBA/MSc Program – University of Sri Jayewardenepura, for being our guest 
of honor.  Congratulations to the champion team, Hatton National Bank PLC; first runners-up, 
People’s Bank Sri Lanka; second runners-up, Orana A/S Sri Lanka; and all other sector winners.

The official orientation of the Department of Marketing Management for the 2nd year 
undergraduates of the Department was conducted on the 7th of February 2023 at the New 
Faculty Boardroom in the Faculty of Management Studies and Commerce. This was conducted 
by the faculty members of the Department with the purpose of welcoming the newly registered 
2nd year undergraduates to the Department. The orientation commenced with the speech by 
Dr. Sandamali Galdolage as the Head of the Department, officially welcoming the students. Dr. 
Dushan Jayawickrama, Dean of the faculty emphasized the significance of becoming a student 
of the department, not as the Dean, but as a staff member of the department. Subsequently, 
Prof. K.P.L. Chandralal explained the new curriculum structure in detail to the students which was 
followed by a Question-and-Answer Session where the students got the opportunity to clarify 
their concerns regarding the curriculum and the activities in the Department. The program was 

The Department Orientation – 
02nd Year Undergraduates
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successfully conducted with the support of all the faculty members of the Department which 
would enhance the connection the Department has with the students.

25th Annual General Meeting of the Marketing Management 
Association of the Department of Marketing Management was 
held on the 15th February 2024 at K.A. Munasinghe Hall of the 
Faculty of Management Studies and Commerce of University 
of Sri Jayewardenepura. The meeting was organized by the 
committee of the Marketing Management Association for the 
year 2023/24. 2nd year, 3rd year and 4th year undergraduates of 
the Department and the faculty members were present at the 
event. The official proceeding of the meeting was commenced 
by the office bearers of the previous year in seconding the 
minutes which was followed with the appointment of new 
office bearers of the Marketing Management Association 
for the year 2024/25. Prashan Danansooriya and Sapna 
Madurika was appointed as the new President and the 
Secretary of the Association for the year 2024/25 from the 
third-year undergraduates 
of the Department, while 
Prof. Asoka Malkanthie was 
re-appointed as the Senior 
Treasurer, representing the staff 
members.

Annual General Meeting of the Marketing 
Management Association
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The Department Welcome 2024 – “Thronz” organized by the third-
year undergraduates for the second year undergraduates of the 
Department of Marketing of Management was held on the 05th of 
April 2024 at the “Ehela Wala” premises. The event started with the 
address of Dr. Sandamali Galdolage, the Head of the Department, 
highlighting the importance of the unity of the students in getting 
the best from the Department during their period of study. The 
other academic members of the Department also participated 
in the event which added more colour to the day’s proceedings. 
The event was comprised of several activities for the second-year 
undergraduates with the focus of fun filled team building and 
leadership enhancement. During the day the second-year students 

got the opportunity of interacting with the third-year students which would support them in their 
studies as well as extracurricular activities for a successful academic life at the Department.

The Department Welcome 2024 – “Thronz”

The Department of Business Economics at the University of Sri Jayewardenepura offers BEC 
3180: Personal and Professional Development Course, focusing on cultivating both technical 
and soft skills. Recently, the course incorporated Yoga sessions to promote mindfulness, inner 
peace, and holistic well-being.

The course is guided by a distinguished panel: Dr. M.P.K. Withanawasam, Mr. A.D. Hettiarachchi, 
Ms. Dileesha Sewwandi, and Ms. Sathsarani Weerasinghe. Their combined expertise ensures 
that students receive a well-rounded education, preparing them for professional demands.

On February 14th and 21st, 2024, BEC 3180 students participated in Yoga sessions led by 

Cultivating Balance: Yoga Session for BEC 3180 
Personal and Professional Development Course
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Professional Yoga Instructor, Master G. U. Janaka Perera. These sessions focused on mindfulness, 
breath control, and inner peace through gentle stretches, breathing exercises, and meditation 
techniques. The aim was to promote relaxation and mental clarity, forming a foundation for 
personal and professional growth.

The Yoga sessions in the Personal and Professional Development Course underscore the 
Department of Business Economics’ commitment to holistic development and essential soft 
skills. As students practice Yoga, they enhance their physical and mental well-being while 
cultivating mindfulness and inner peace. The Personal and Professional Development Course 
reaffirms the Department’s dedication to nurturing well-rounded individuals prepared to thrive 
personally and professionally.
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On February 1st, the Department 
of Business Economics held an 
Introductory Session for BEC 
4646: Practical Training in the 
New Board Room. This session 
aimed to provide fourth-year 
students with valuable insights 
into career paths through 
presentations by distinguished 
alumni. The focus was to bridge 
academic theories with practical 
experiences, guiding students 
in their professional journeys.

The primary objective was to 
illuminate career paths for 
students undertaking practical 
training. The event emphasized 
the connection between 
academic learning and hands-on 
experience, offering a roadmap 
for future careers in business 
economics.

The session featured notable 
alumni who shared their 
perspectives on applying 
academic knowledge in the real 
world:

•	 Dr. Janaka Fernando – Head, Department of Business Economics: Dr. Fernando provided an 
overview of the importance of practical training in shaping careers, setting the stage for the 
session.

•	 Mr. Indika Rajakaruna, Dealing Desk Analyst, Bell Potter Securities: Mr. Rajakaruna shared 
insights from his finance industry experience, highlighting diverse career opportunities for 

Navigating Futures: BEC 4646 Introductory 
Session Illuminates Practical Training for Business 
Economics Students
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students in business economics.
•	 Ms. Nirosha Karunarathna, Consumer Insights Specialist, UX Researcher, Brand Development 

Consultant: Ms. Karunarathna discussed consumer insights, user experience research, and 
personal development, offering a unique perspective on career paths.

•	 Mr. Manjuala Thushara – Chief Internal Auditor, General Manager – Risk & Control, Teejay 
Lanka PLC: Mr. Thushara emphasized “Crafting Your Career Path,” stressing intentional 
decision-making and strategic planning for a successful career in business economics. 

Compering by Secretary of Alumni Bizcon Ms. Anuradha Jayawardana:

Ms. Jayawardana skillfully guided the proceedings, ensuring a smooth flow of information and 
interaction during the event.

The session saw active participation from all academic lecturers, highlighting the department’s 
commitment to supporting students in their practical training endeavors.

The BEC 4646 Introductory Session successfully marked the beginning of a practical training 
experience for fourth-year students. By focusing on guiding undergraduates in their career 
paths, the department demonstrated its commitment to holistic education, preparing students 
both academically and professionally. Insights shared by industry experts provided a valuable 
roadmap for students, emphasizing the application of academic knowledge in real-world 
contexts. The event concluded positively, fostering enthusiasm and anticipation for the students’ 
practical training journey.
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In the pursuit of personal and professional success, 
students must develop a well-rounded skill set 
that includes technical expertise and soft skills 
like communication, leadership, and adaptability. 
Recognizing this, the Department of Business Economics 
at the University of Sri Jayewardenepura offers BEC 
3180: Personal and Professional Development Course. 
Recently, as part of this course, students participated in 
Zumba sessions aimed at promoting mindfulness, inner 
peace, and holistic well-being.

On February 14th and 21st, 2024, students in BEC 
3180 : Personal and Professional Development Course 
experienced the dynamic world of Zumba. Led by 
Instructor in Physical Education Mrs. Ramani Kulathilaka, 
these sessions aimed to promote mindfulness, control 
breathing, and foster inner peace through rhythmic 
movement and music. Participants were encouraged to 
let go of stress and tension, immersing themselves in the 
energetic experience of Zumba. 

The Zumba sessions in BEC 3180 highlight the 
Department of Business Economics’ commitment to 
holistic development and essential soft skills. Through 
Zumba, students enhance their physical fitness and 
cultivate mindfulness and inner peace—qualities 
invaluable for success in today’s competitive world. BEC 
3180 Personal and Professional Development Course 
reaffirms the Department’s dedication to nurturing well-
rounded individuals prepared to thrive personally and 
professionally.

Unleashing Energy and Confidence: Zumba 
Session for BEC 3180 Personal and Professional 
Development Course
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In the pursuit of professional success, 
equipping oneself with essential soft 
skills is paramount. At the University of Sri 
Jayewardenepura, the BEC 3180: Personal 
and Professional Development Course 
is meticulously designed to empower 
students with the tools they need to thrive 
in their careers. Under the guidance of 
a distinguished Lecture Panel and the 
department head, Dr. Janaka Fernando, this 
course offers a comprehensive exploration 
of personal and professional growth 

opportunities. A standout component of this journey is the Swimming Sessions, held on March 
6th and 13th, 2024, which provide students with a unique blend of exercise and relaxation in the 
aquatic realm. 

Conducted by Mr. Kithsiri Duminda Ihalagamage, the Swimming Head Coach at the University 
of Sri Jayewardenepura, these sessions are led by a seasoned professional with a wealth of 
experience in aquatic sports. Mr. Ihalagamage’s expertise ensures that students receive 
comprehensive instruction in swimming techniques, safety protocols, and water fitness routines. 
Under his guidance, participants are encouraged to push their limits, conquer their fears, and 
embrace the joy of swimming.

Dive into Success: Swimming Sessions for BEC 
3180: Personal and Professional Development

The 18th Annual General Meeting of the Business 
Economics Students’ Association (BIZCON) of the 
Department of Business Economics, University of Sri 
Jayewardenepura, took place on the 7th of March 2024 
at the K.A Munasinghe Hall, resonating with a spirit of 
renewal and continuity. The event marked a pivotal 
moment in the association’s journey, as leadership 
transitioned from the outgoing Executive Committee to 

the new Board of Officials for the term 2024.

The Annual General Meeting of BIZCON- 2024
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The event was graced by Dr. Janaka Fernando, Head of the Department of Business Economics, 
whose words of encouragement reaffirmed the Department’s unwavering support for the 
endeavors of BIZCON in the upcoming term. Senior lecturers and lecturers of the department 
were also present at the occasion to impart their blessings for the success of the upcoming term. 
Dr. Ananda Rathnayake was appointed as the Senior Treasurer, while Mr. Pasindu Dissanayake, was 
appointed as the Association in-charge for the forthcoming term. In his address, Dr. Ratnayake 
set a tone of encouragement and unity, extending his heartfelt wishes for the association to 
reach new heights.

The successful conclusion of the event marked the resilience of the association and its unwavering 
commitment to fostering a vibrant community of business economics scholars.

On March 13th, 2024, the Department of Business Economics at the University of Sri 
Jayewardenepura came alive with the vibrant energy of Flincon’24—an eagerly anticipated mini-
welcome event organized by third-year undergraduates. This event, held at the lower university 
grounds, marked a special occasion as it warmly greeted the incoming second-year batch, 
setting the stage for a year filled with camaraderie, shared experiences, and academic growth.
Flincon’24 was a celebration of unity and belonging within the department. From the moment 
attendees stepped onto the grounds, they were greeted with smiles and excitement, creating 
an atmosphere of warmth and inclusivity. Throughout the day, students engaged in various 
activities, games, and interactive sessions, forging new friendships and strengthening bonds 
with their peers. It was a day filled with joyous moments and shared experiences, cementing the 
sense of community that lies at the heart of the Department of Business Economics.

The event was graced by esteemed guests, including Dr. Dushan Jayawickrama, Dean of 
the Faculty of Management Studies and Commerce, and Dr. Janaka Fernando, Head of the 

Flincon’24: Fostering Unity and Welcoming 
New Beginnings at the Department of Business 
Economics



9090

Savidu         Newsletter         Volume 10         Issue I
SA VIDU

January - April 
2024

Department of Business Economics. Their presence, alongside that of Dr. Ananda Ratnayake and 
senior lecturers, added prestige and significance to Flincon’24. Their words of encouragement 
and wisdom resonated with attendees, inspiring them to embark on their academic journey with 
determination and enthusiasm.

Flincon’24 was more than just a welcome event—it was a testament to the spirit of unity and 
continuity that defines the Department of Business Economics. As students departed, they 
carried with them not only the memories of the day but also a sense of pride in belonging to a 
community dedicated to academic excellence and mutual support. With Flincon’24 as a beacon 
of inspiration, students looked forward to the journey ahead, knowing that they were part of 
something truly special.

In conclusion, Flincon’24 was a resounding success, heralding the beginning of a new chapter 
in the lives of second-year students and reinforcing the bonds of friendship and collaboration 
within the Department of Business Economics. As they embark on their academic journey, 
students carry with them the spirit of Flincon’24—a spirit of unity, inclusion, and shared purpose 
that will continue to guide them towards success and fulfillment in the years to come.
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In the pursuit of personal and professional success, 
one often overlooks the significance of physical health 
and mental well-being. However, at the University of Sri 
Jayewardenepura, the BEC 3180: Personal and Professional 
Development Course takes a holistic approach to student 
growth. Led by a distinguished Lecture Panel and under 
the guidance of Dr. Janaka Fernando, this course delves 
into essential soft skills crucial for professional success. A 
notable component of this comprehensive exploration is 
the Gym Sessions, held on March 6th and 14th, 2024, which 
aim to foster physical health, mental resilience, teamwork 
skills, self-discipline, and overall personal growth.

Conducted by Mr. Nalin Lakshan, an experienced 
Instructor from the Physical Education Unit at the 
University of Sri Jayewardenepura, the Gym Sessions 
provided students with expert guidance and support. Mr. 
Lakshan’s expertise ensured that participants received 
personalized attention and tailored workout plans suited 
to their fitness levels and goals. Under his mentorship, 
students were encouraged to push their boundaries, 
build strength, and cultivate a positive relationship with 
exercise.

The Gym Sessions for BEC 3180: Personal and Professional 
Development Course underscore the University of Sri 
Jayewardenepura’s commitment to nurturing well-
rounded individuals equipped for success in all aspects 
of life. By integrating physical activity into the curriculum, 
the course not only prioritizes student health and well-
being but also cultivates essential skills for personal and 
professional growth. As students harness the power of 
physical fitness, they embark on a journey towards holistic 
development, realizing their full potential both inside and 
outside the classroom.

Achieving Balance: Gym Sessions for BEC 3180: 
Personal and Professional Development Course



9292

Savidu         Newsletter         Volume 10         Issue I
SA VIDU

January - April 
2024

In the dynamic landscape of professional development, 
success is not merely defined by academic achievements 
or technical expertise. Instead, it encompasses a 
holistic approach that includes physical and mental 
well-being. Recognizing this integral aspect, the BEC 
3180: Personal and Professional Development Course 
at the University of Sri Jayewardenepura offers students 
a unique opportunity to enhance their soft skills while 
prioritizing their health. As part of this journey, the 
recent Medical Camp Session on March 20, 2024, 
proved to be a pivotal moment in fostering a culture 
of health education, screening, and stress management 
among students.

At the heart of the Medical Camp Session was a 
commitment to promoting health education and 
awareness among students. Spearheaded by Dr. S. De 
Silva, Chief Medical Officer at the Medical Health Centre, 
University of Sri Jayewardenepura, the session offered 
valuable insights into various aspects of maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle. Through interactive discussions and 
informative sessions, students were equipped with 
the knowledge to make informed choices about their 
health.

The Medical Camp Session for BEC 3180 exemplifies 
the University of Sri Jayewardenepura’s commitment 
to holistic student development. By integrating 
health education, screening, stress management, and 
community engagement, the session provided students 
with valuable tools to prioritize their health and well-
being. As students continue their journey towards 

professional success, they are equipped not only with essential soft skills but also with the 
resilience and vitality needed to thrive in an increasingly competitive world.

Prioritizing Health and Wellness: Medical Camp 
Session for BEC 3180: Personal and Professional 
Development Course
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In the pursuit of personal and professional success, 
the journey through university life offers a unique 
opportunity for growth, discovery, and self-realization. 
Understanding the importance of this transformative 
period, the Department of Business Economics at the 
University of Sri Jayewardenepura offers BEC 3180: 
Personal and Professional Development Course. As 
part of this enriching experience, students recently 
had the privilege of attending a guest lecture aimed at 
unraveling the true purpose of university life.

On April 3rd, 2024, students enrolled in BEC 3180: 
Personal and Professional Development Course had 
the privilege of attending a thought-provoking guest 
lecture on the theme of “True Purpose of University 
Life.” The session was conducted by Prof. Anura 
Kumara, a distinguished Professor of the Department 

of Business Economics and former Dean of the Faculty of Management Studies and Commerce. 
Drawing from his extensive experience and insights, Prof. Kumara delved into the profound 
significance of the university experience beyond academic achievements.

During the guest lecture, Prof. Kumara challenged students to reflect deeply on their 
university journey and its inherent purpose. He emphasized that while academic excellence is 
undoubtedly important, true fulfillment and success come from holistic growth and personal 
development. Through engaging anecdotes, 
real-life examples, and introspective questions, 
Prof. Kumara encouraged students to embrace 
the diverse opportunities available to them—
from extracurricular activities to community 
engagement—and to seize every moment as an 
opportunity for learning and self-discovery.

The guest lecture on the true purpose of 
university life served as a poignant reminder 
of the transformative power of education and 

Unlocking the True Purpose of University Life: 
Guest Lecture for BEC 3180 Personal and 
Professional Development Course
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personal growth. Through the guidance of Prof. Anura Kumara and the dedicated efforts of 
the Lecture Panel, BEC 3180: Personal and Professional Development Course reaffirms its 
commitment to equipping students with the essential skills and perspectives needed to navigate 
the complexities of the modern world with confidence, purpose, and integrity.

The Department of Business Economics at the University of Sri 
Jayewardenepura organized an insightful session titled “Talk to 
a Business Economist” on April 24th, 2024. The event, held from 
3:00 PM onwards at the Old Faculty Board Room Hall, FMSC, 
USJ, aimed to provide students with valuable guidance for their 
future careers, guided by the Subject BEC 3180 Personal and 
Professional Development.

The session welcomed esteemed alumni as the main invited 
guests, including Ms. Achini Dharmasiriwardhana, General 
Manager of Marketing at Anverally Tea, and Mr. Manjula Tushara, 
Chief Internal Auditor & General Manager – Risk & Control at 
TeeJay Lanka PLC.

These distinguished alumni shared their insights and experiences with the students, offering 
practical advice and perspectives from their respective fields. Their presence added significant 
value to the event, providing students with a glimpse into the real-world applications of their 
academic studies.

In addition to the alumni guests, the Head of the Department, the Subject Coordinator, and 
other lecturers actively participated in the session. Their presence and contributions further 

“Talk to a Business Economist”
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enriched the discussion, providing students with comprehensive guidance and support.

Throughout the session, students engaged in interactive discussions and had the opportunity 
to ask questions, gaining valuable insights into various career paths within the field of business 
economics.

Overall, the “Talk to a Business Economist” session was an invaluable opportunity for students 
to lay the preliminary steps for their future careers. The Department of Business Economics 
remains committed to providing students with opportunities for personal and professional 
development, preparing them for success in their chosen fields.
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INDUSTRY/COMMUNITY 
COLLABORATIONS

“ The Cybersphere’24, the Cyber Security awareness day “, an event comprised of Tech Talks, and 
a Panel Discussion, which is organized by the Department of Information and Communication 
Technology, the Faculty of Technology, University of Sri Jayawardenepura was successfully 
completed on 14th February 2024 with the participation of more than 260 ICT students at the Sri 
Soratha Auditorium, Faculty of Technology, University of Sri Jayawardenepura.We are grateful 
for our esteemed speakers and their collaborative institutions, all academics and the participant 
who have joined the event  to make it successful.

The program was structured into three segments:

1.	 Prof. Paul Haskell Dowland, Associate Dean representing the Edith Cowan University, 
Australia presented a valuable tech talk and live demonstration regarding the importance of 
“Software Security and The Consequences of Web Site Compromission”.

2.	 Dr. Lochandaka Ranathunga, Chair IEEE Computer Society Sri Lankan Chapter, also Senior 
Lecturer attached to the University of Moratuwa, and Dr. Supunmali Ahangama, President 
SLAAS E3 section (Computer Science) also Senior Lecturer attached to University of Moratuwa 
provided a valuable speech on “The Impact of The Cyber Security Laws in Enhancing Online 
Safety Withing Social Media”.

The Cybersphere’24, the Cyber Security 
awareness day
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3.	 Mr. Charith De Alwis Tech Lead and Mr. Vinuka Senadheera Business Analyst representing 
the AION Cyber Security Pvt Ltd. furnished the students with a valuable panel discussion on 
Cyber Security awareness and career developments.

NANOVA’24, a landmark event for Nanotechnology was successfully conducted at the Faculty 
of Technology premises by the 3rd year and final-year students of the Industrial Biosystems 
Technology specialization offered by the Department of Biosystems Technology on 15th March 
2024 under the guidance and meticulous care from the Dean of the Faculty, Prof. Nilmini Liyanage 
and the Head of the Department, Prof. Lasanthi Jayathunge.

The event aimed to inspire Advanced Level (A/L) technology students from the Colombo zone, 
encouraging them to embrace innovation and discovery through the lens of nanotechnology. 
Nearly 200 students from Mahinda Rajapakse College, Piliyandala Central College, Mahamevnawa 

NANOVA’24 – Nanotechnology Day Program
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Buddhist College, and Kotahena Central College participated, eager to explore the exciting 
world of nanotech.

NANOVA’24 featured distinguished Chief Guests, including Dr. Thusara Vajira Perera (CEO, Sri 
Lanka Institute of Nanotechnology), Dr. Chanaka Sandaruwan (Senior Research Scientist, Sri 
Lanka Institute of Nanotechnology), and Mr. Heminda Jayaweera (Executive Director, TRACE 
Sri Lanka). Their collective expertise provided deep insights during interactive sessions, 
demonstrations, and discussions, enriching the students’ learning experience.

A standout attraction was the chemistry magic show, which captivated the audience and 
encouraged hands-on participation in practical sessions. Additionally, the event’s exhibition 
offered a fascinating journey through various nanotechnology applications. Highlights included 
Nature-Inspired Biomimicry showcasing innovative designs inspired by nature, Hollywood Meets 
Nanotech creative fusions of nanotechnology with beloved film characters, Macrostructures 
of Carbon-Based Materials demonstrating their diverse applications, and Nanomaterials in 
Nanomedicine exploring how nanotech can revolutionize healthcare. These exhibits illustrated 
the limitless potential of nanotechnology, emphasizing its role in driving future innovations.

NANOVA’24 was made possible through the generous support of its sponsors: John Keels 
Holdings Pvt Ltd (Platinum Sponsor), Techno Instruments Pvt Ltd (Gold Sponsor), LOLC Holdings 
PLC (Silver Sponsor), and Maliban Biscuits Pvt Ltd (Gift Sponsor).

More than just an event, NANOVA’24 ignited curiosity and underscored the power of scientific 
progress. The success of the event highlighted the excellent teamwork of the organizing 
committee and set a benchmark for future initiatives in fostering scientific enthusiasm among 
young minds.
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Department of Marketing Management of Faculty of Management Science and Commerce 
of University of Sri Jayewardenepura and C.W. Mackie PLC formalized a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) on 06th February 2024, at the university premises. The MOU aims to 
foster collaboration between the Department and C.W. Mackie PLC. This MoU will provide the 
students with hands-on experience and industry insights, enriching their academic journey. The 
MOU’s duration remains in force until termination by mutual agreement. The signing ceremony 
itself was a momentous occasion graced by the esteemed presence of Dr. Dushan Jayawickrama, 
the Dean of Faculty and Dr. Sandamali Galdolage, Head of the Department with on behalf of 
the university, while Mr. Mangala Perera, Group Executive Director, and Mr. Nisha Karunarathne, 
Chief Marketing Officer representing company. Their participation underscored the university’s 
commitment to fostering academic-industry synergy and advancing student development 
initiatives. According to the MOU the company facilitates the department in terms of educational 
engagement, industry exposure, internship opportunities, knowledge sharing and curriculum 
development. In return the Department of Marketing Management will support C.W. Mackie, 
for there research projects, especially through data collection and providing information, giving 
priority for sponsoring events, collaborating to the CSR activities.

The Corporate Mentoring Program was initiated 
with the primary objective of nurturing the 
personal and professional development of third-
year undergraduate students in the Department of 
Marketing Management, with a focus on enhancing 
their personality attributes and providing exposure 
to the corporate world. This program is a formal 
mentoring program that focuses on one-on-one 
relationships to help participating students develop 

Signing of MOU with C.W. Mackie PLC

Corporate Mentoring Program – Phase 03
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a professional identity and a clearer vision for their career path before they begin their internships. 
The program matches a mid-to senior-level executive, who is favorably an experienced personality 
from the industry and affiliates. The third phase of the program started with the briefing session for 
the mentors, which was conducted on the 19th March 2024 via online. The session was attended 
by Dr. Sandamali Galdolage, Head of the Department of Marketing Management, Mr. Amitha 
Amarasinghe and Ms. Samudrika Rasanjalee, the programme coordinators and the respective 
mentors screened for the programme to be launched by the final week of March. Phase 03 is 
now well underway and is scheduled to conclude by the final week of May 2024, continuing its 
mission of empowering students with valuable insights and experiences to prepare them for a 
successful transition into the corporate world. The evaluation of the students also considered at 
the end of the program, linking to the course module MAR3274: Professionalism in Marketing.




