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Savidu is brought out as a quarterly newsletter carrying
the vibrant academic, cultural and communal life of the
University of Sri Jayewardenepura.
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02. UNIVERSITY INVESTMENT DAY 2015

The Department of Finance organized the
“University Investment Day 2015” on 2nd
October 2015 which was held at the Fayol
Hall of Soratha Building from 1.00 pm to
5,00 pm. The main intention of the
programme was to create awareness
regarding the capital markets of Sri Lanka
and to formulate an investment community
not restricted to the university boundaries.

The Dean of the Faculty of Management
Studies and Commerce, Dr. U. Anura
Kumara, graced the occasion as the Chief
Guest with the Head of the Department of
Finance, Professor Hareendra Dissabandara,
Senior Professor Abeyratne Bandara,

03. MINI DENGUE SYMPOSIUM

A Mini Dengue Symposium was organized
by Prof. NeelikaMalavige, Director, Centre
for Dengue Research,which was held at
Centre for Dengue Research (CDR), Faculty
of Medical Sciences, University of Sri
Jayewardenepuraon 3rd July 2015. Profes-
sors from the Center of Infectious Disease
and Signalling Research, National Cheng
Kung University, Tainan, Taiwan and Nation-
al University of Singapore participated in
this event.

lecturers of the Department of Finance and
various resource persons of the industry.

There were many guest lecturers from
experts from the industry and an interactive
Q & A session, where the panel of experts
from the industry answered the questions
from the audience. CDS accounting
opening session by the Stock Brokers of the
Colombo Stock Exchange and accounts
opening of the Unit trust marked the
conclusion of the “University Investment
Day - 2015, which undoubtedly marked
the beginning of a series of events that will
link the university with the capital markets
of Sri Lanka.
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73 CONTRIBUTION TO THE
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

01. PRADEEP RATNAYAKE’S MUSIC PRODUCED INTERNATIONALLY

In a very rare instance of a Sri Lankan musician’s
compositions and performances being released
by an international recording company, BAJ
Records, Japan, brought out the work of Pradeep
Ratnayake,Head of the Department of Languages,
Cultural Studies and Performing Arts, Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences, together with the
work of legendary Jazz pianist Professor Masahiko
Satoh. The CD “Serendip”was launched in Tokyo,
Japan, on 25 July 2015 at the famous jazz location,
the Pit Inn, with a live performance of the two
artists.
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The event was further celebrated with music work-
shops at Sano Syoin, Hitotsubashi University, Kuni-
tachi City, Tokyo, which culminated in an evening
concert.

The tour concluded with a performance at
Koen Dori Classics, Tokyo, Shibuya
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02. WONCA GLOBAL FAMILY DOCTOR

Emeritus Professor Antoinette Perera, President of the College
of General Practitioners of Sri Lankais featuredas the WONCA
Global Family Doctor. She is the Emeritus Professor of Family
Medicine at Faculty of Medical Sciences, University of Sri
Jayewardenepura.
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LEN AWARDS

01. COMMONWEALTH SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES 2015 — FACULTY OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

The following academics were awarded Commonwealth Scholarships to pursue their
postgraduate education.

Ms. Ruvini Dabare
(Lecturer), B. Pharm
Degree Program,
Faculty of Medical
Sciences, to commence
MSc in Pharmaceutical
Technology in King's
College London

Dr. Nilanka Perera
(Lecturer), Department
of Medicine, Faculty of
Medical Sciences, to
commence PhD at
University of Oxford,
United Kingdom

Dr. Nilwala Kotteogda, Senior Lecturer at the Department of Chemistry,
University of Sri Jayewardenepura was the recipient of the National Science
Foundation Overseas Training Fellowship. During this time, she served as
Visiting Academic at the Department of Chemistry, Loughborough
University, UK.

03. THE BEST POSTER PRESENTER AWARD IN THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES
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The best poster presenter award in the International Conference on Multidisciplinary Approaches (ICMA 2015) was won by W.A. Fathima Muneera,
Lecturer (Temporary), Department of Economics.
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01. REV. DR. BELLANWILA WIMALARATHANA THERO WAS REAPPOINTED AS CHANCELLOR

Rev. Dr. Bellanwila Wimalarathana Thero was
reappointed as Chancellor of the University of
Sri Jayawardanepura by President Maithripala
Sirisena for anothr 5 years.

The President handed over the letter of
extension to Ven. Wimalaratana Thero at the
Bellanwila Rajamaha Viharaya on August 4th,
2015.

02. 377TH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF VICE-CHANCELLORS AND DIRECTORS

The 377th Meeting of the “Committee of
Vice-Chancellors and Directors” (CVCD) was
held on the 5th of September 2015.
University of Sri Jayawardenepura hosted
this event and Vice-Chancellors and
Directors of Member Universities, attended
this meeting.

The Committee of Vice-Chancellors and
Directors (CVCD) was established in 1979
and it currently consists of 19 Vice-Chancel-
lors of State Universities and 3 Rectors of
University campuses in Sri Lanka. The
primary role of the CVCD is to serve as an
inter-university forum which advises the
University Grants Commission (UGC) on
policy, academic and administrative
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matters of common interest to the
Universities. It also  represents the
Universities of Sri Lanka in international
organizations of Universities such as the
Association of Commonwealth Universities
(ACU). CVCD meets monthly in rotation at
each University to discuss many aspects
related to university development and
administration including expansion of higher
education, quality improvement of courses,
making universities world class, UGC new
circulars, issues in the universities, policy
development, employability of graduates,
strategic management planning, sharing best
practices and discussion on significant
developments in each university.
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03. Discussion with President Maithripala Sirisena on the proposed Engineering and

Technology Faculties

A special meeting was held at the Presidential Secretariat to provide awareness to President
Maithripala Sirisena on the proposed Faculty of Engineering and Faculty of Technology of the
Sri Jayewardenepura University on 10 August 2015. Vice-Chancellor Prof. Sampath
Amaratunge, Chairman of the Setting up Advisory Board Emeritus Professor D. A. Tantrigoda,
Lead Consultant Prof. N.R. Arthanayake, Co-lead Consultants Prof. Kapila Perera and Dr. Ranjan
Perera, Coordinator Prof. P.B. Mandawala, Chairman UGC Prof. Mohan De Silva, Secretary to the
President Mr. PB. Abeykoon and officials from University Grants Commission participated at
this meeting.

President  Sirisena
commended  the
project by the
University of  Sri
Jayewardenepura
which  fulfill  the
responsibility of a
Government by
identifying the
highest demand in
the world job
market and
uplifting education
facilities according
to the needs of the
country.

The Engineering and Technology faculties are being established with the goal of
introducing professional degrees to meet demands in the job market.
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04. USJP accepted into CFA (Chartered Financial Analyst Institute) Institute

University Recognition Program

The University of Sri Jayewardenepura (USJP)
has become the latest university to be
accepted into the CFA Institute University
Recognition Program. The CFA Institute
acknowledges the USJP’s Bachelor of Science
special degree program in Finance as incor-
porating at least 70% of the CFA Program
Candidate Body of Knowledge (CBOK) and
placing emphasis on the CFA Institute Code
of Ethics and Standards of Practice.

Mr. William Boivin, the Society Relations
Manager of the CFA Institute (Asia Pacific
region) paid a visit to the Department of
Finance on the 28th of July, 2015. He was
accompanied by Mr. Sanjay Kulatunga

William Boivin
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This program positions students to obtain
the Chartered Financial Analyst designa-
tion, which has become the world’s most
respected and recognised investment
credential. Participation in this program
enables the USJP’s Department of Finance
to receive a limited number of student
scholarships for the CFA Program each year.

(President, CFA Society Sri Lanka) and Mr.
Aruna Perera  (Vice-President, Training and
Knowledge Management, Copal Amba). They
were met by the academic staff of the
department the potential benefits of future
collaborations between the department and the
CFA Institute were discussed at this meeting.

Joel Pannikot, who is responsible for managing
the education vertical for Bloomberg L.P, the
world’s largest decision support platform for
governments and corporations, paid a visit to
the Department of Finance on the 12th of
August 2015 in relation to the CFA Research
Challenge 2015.

As a result, the B.Sc Finance (special) degree has
been accepted into the CFA Institute University
Recognition Program.
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05. ACADEMIC VISIT TO JAPAN BY HEADS OF DEPARMENTS - FHSS

A team of scholars from the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences (FHSS) visit-
ed the Ritsumeikan University, Japan from
20th to 25th July 2015, in order to share the
Japanese experience on the International-
ization of Higher Education and Student
Centered Teaching/Learning: Sharing the
Japanese Experience on the Global 30
Project - the Super Global Universities
Program.

The team comprised the Dean, FHSS, Heads
of Departments and two other senior
lecturers who coordinated the event. The
visit included the Ritsumeikan University,
Kyoto, Ritsumeikan Osaka Ibaraki Campus,
and Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University in
Beppu. The objectives of this academic visit
were:

1. To share the experience of Japanese
universities with respect to internation-
alizing Japanese universities: the Global
30 Project Experience, students’ research
and assessment techniques,
student-centered learning strategies,
the curriculum development process,
internships and employment

opportunities, the Japanese govern-
ment’s internationalization policies: the
significant impact on its higher educa-
tion institutions

2. To enhance the potential and contribu-
tion of the participants from FHSS to the
development of the university through
experience and exposure in Japan to the
above areas.

3. To make a substantial contribution to
human resource development of FHSS
and thereby improving the quality of
university education.

The team from FHSS also made a significant
contribution to exchange of knowledge and
experience in the form of presentations,
discussions, and workshops. Thus, one
presentation was done was done by Dr.
Lalith Ananda, Head, Department of English
and Mr. Sarath Ananda, Head, English
Language Teaching Unit (ELTU) on Teaching
English at the undergraduate level:
overcoming challenges through innovation.
The venue was Ritsumeikan University,
Kyoto.
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06. MOU BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS, UNIVERSITY OF SRI JAYEWARDE-
NEPURA AND THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, NAGOYA

UNIVERSITY

The Faculty of Humanities &
Social Sciences signed a mem-
orandum of understanding
with the Graduate School of
International Development
(GSID), Nagoya University,
Japan on 17th July 2015. This
agreement was on collabora-
tive activities based on teach-
ing, research and student
exchange and staff exchange
programs.

The Dean (FHSS), Head (Eco-
nomics),Dr. Shirantha Heen-
kenda (Senior Lecturer) and Dr.

D.P.S. Chandrakumara (Senior Lecturer) participated in this visit.

Two public seminars were deliveredby the faculty members at GSID after signing the MOU in
order to mark the occasionon ‘Sustainability of Micro-enterprises in Sri Lanka’ by Dr. D.P.S.
Chandrakumara, Senior Lecturer, Department of Economics and on ‘Financial inclusion in
Emerging Economies’ by Dr. Shirantha Heenkenda, Senior Lecturer, Department of Economics
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07. SIGNING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CENTRAL ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORITY AND
THE DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY, FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCE

The signing of the agree-
ment between the Cen-
tral Environmental
Authority and the Univer-
sity of Sri Jayewardenep-
ura was held on the 6th of
July 2015 at the CEA
board room to carry out a
research on “Reframing of
the Implementation of
National Post Consumer
Plastic Management Proj-
ectin Sri Lanka”.

Prof Sampath  Ama-
rathunga, Vice Chancellor

of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Prof. Lal Mervin Darmasiri, Chairman of the Central

Environmental Authority (CEA),

Mr. C. L. K. Nawarathna, Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Prof. Sunethra
Thennakoon, Head of the Geography Department and several other Professors and Senior
Lectures representing the research team of the Department of Geography, the Directors from
various departments of the CEA participated in that occasion.

08. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE J’'PURA UNIVERSITY TOASTMASTERS CLUB

The ‘Charter Presentation and Installation Cere-
mony’ of J'pura University Toastmasters Club,
organized by the Staff Development Centre was
held on 22nd of July 2015.

The main objective of establishing the J'pura
University Toastmasters Club is to provide
opportunities for its staff to develop their com-
munication and leadership skills through expe-
riential learning. The subsidiary objective is to
help develop the University Gavel club.

The Jpura University Toastmasters Club is a
community club and hence the membership is
open for individuals both from the university
and outside.

Meetings will be held on 02nd and 04th
Wednesdays from 4.30 pm - 6.40 pm at the Staff
Development Centre of the University of Sri
Jayewardenepura. For further information,
please contact Ms. Rohini Gunarathna
(Programme Manager — SDC) on 0112758470
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09. INTERNATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM ON TERRESTRIAL / AQUATIC WILDLIFE &
PRIMATOLOGY - 2015

The Faculty of Graduate Studies, University
of Sri Jayewardenepura conducted an
International Training Program on Terrestrial
/Aquatic Wildlife & Primatology from
2nd - 15th August, 2015. Inauguration
Ceremony of this program was held on 2nd
of August at Golden Rose Hotel,
Boralesgamuwa.

Faculty of Graduate Studies is proud to
announce that such a program was
organized for the first time in Sri Lanka and
seven postgraduate students and two
professors from the Kyoto University, Japan,
successfully completed this program.

This training program consisted of field
activities to observe and get the hands on
experience in Terrestrial/Aquatic Wildlife &
Primatology. The field program was
organized to cover most of the different
types of ecosystems in Sri Lanka. The field
program started from Sinharaja, proceeded
through Madu Ganga, Kosgoda, Hikkaduwa,
Rumassala, Bundala, Kataragama, Yala,
Handapanagala, Hortan Plains and ended in
Trincomalee.

10. OPENING OF NEW PREMISES — EXTERNAL EXAMS UNIT

The new premises of the External Examinations Unit was declared open by the Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Sampath Amaratunge, on 11th July 2015. Customary religious activities were
also observed to bless this occasion. Deans of the faculties and staff members were also
present at the occasion.
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